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Preface

In 2013, we published the first edition of this book, which quickly
went out of print. We wanted to do a reprint since many people,
including Tibetans and foreign scholars, kept asking for copies.
However, self-immolation protests continued throughout these
years and as a result we were unable to do a reprint without including
these new cases of self-immolations in the book.

We are very happy that this revised and updated edition titled
Tibetan Self-immolation 1998 to 2018: News, Views and Global Response
is finally in print and available for the general public. This is perhaps
the most comprehensive book in English on self-immolations that
took place in Tibet as well as in Nepal and India to protest against
continuing Chinese occupation of the Tibetan Plateau.

Tibetan Self-immolation is the sixth volume related to self-immolation
that we have published in Tibetan, English and Chinese since 2013.
We hope that this title provides not only information on these fiery
non-violent protests but it also become a historic testament to the
sacrifices that these brave Tibetans have made in order to gain
freedom for their homeland.

Tibet Information Communicators

Dharamsala, 2019



Introduction

The Communist Party of China’s aggression into Tibet started in 1935
and the People’s Republic of China’s occupation was completed by 1959.
The invasion of 1949/50 was followed by a seties of catastrophic cam-
paigns such as Democratic Reforms, the Cultural Revolution, Patriotic
Education and other turmoils resulting in the death of about 1.2 million
Tibetans on the plateau and the destruction of Tibet’s unique cultural and
spiritual heritage dating back over thousands of years.

The first self-immolation in Tibet’s struggle for freedom took place in
exile on 27 April 1998 in New Delhi. Thupten Ngodup was involved in
an indefinite hunger strike organized by Tibetan Youth Congress when he
set himself on fire. Ngodup died a few days later in hospital. His action
set a precedent in Tibet’s freedom movement that is continuing today in

Tibet.

A decade later on, 27 February 2009, a young monk named Tapey in
Ngaba, a town in northeastern Tibet, set himself on fire to protest against
China’s colonial rule over Tibet. Since then self-immolation protests have
spread all across the three traditional provinces of the Tibetan Plateau.
Unlike Thupten Ngodup, who was born in an independent Tibet and
forced into exile due to Communist China’s occupation of his homeland,
Tapey was born and raised under the Communist red flag. As a child
growing up, he underwent the Patriotic Education campaign that has been
strongly enforced in Tibet since 1998 and suffered the forced closure of
his school. Later, he witnessed many monks from his monastery being
slain by bullets of the Chinese security forces and knew of hundreds of
others being jailed and tortured. This background gave Tapey ample rea-
sons for taking the decision to set himself on fire. He was the first-ever
Tibetan inside Tibet to take this non-violent step.

On 16 March 2011 — marked the third anniversary of the Tibet-wide
peaceful uprising of 2008 — another young monk from Kirti Monastery
in Ngaba set himself on fire. Phuntsok self-immolated to protest against



Beijing’s decision to flood Tibet with more deployments of security forc-
es to arbitrarily harass, torture and arrest Tibetans. Consequently, between
February 2009 and December 2012, Tibet has seen ninety-five people
setting themselves on fire to challenge Beijing’s rule over their homeland.
This has arguably become the largest count of self-immolation protest
s in the world. Self-immolation is without doubt the highest form of
non-violent protest. And for Tibetans, the fundamental causes are rooted
in Beijing’s policies to wipe out Tibetan culture, language and religion; and
alien policies that have been forced upon Tibetans for over half-a-century.

However, China’s propaganda machine blatantly continues to blame His
Holiness the Dalai Lama and the exile Tibetans for instigating the self-
immolations. It also claims that these are ‘violent actions’ by a few Tibet-
ans. The fact that Beijing has failed to provide even a single evidence to
the international community to validate its claims.

For the courage and audacity with which Tibetans challenge occupation
— and to the brave heroes who have died in self-immolation protests —
we salute and pay homage to their sacrifices. Many others who stand in
solidarity with these heroes, and support family members they left behind,
are being harassed, imprisoned, tortured and more recently handed down
death sentences. They are true witnesses to our current tragic history.

In exile, the Tibetan people and their supporters under the leadership
of the Tibetan Government-in-Exile steadfastly raise the issue of Tibet
and highlight the basic aspirations of Tibetans who have set themselves
on fire. Though these actions have resulted in United States, European
Uninion and many world parliaments passing resolutions on Tibet and
calling on China to change its policies in Tibet, so far there have been no
satisfactory actions to end China’s occupation of the plateau. Moreover,
despite the extraordinary number of self-immolation protests on the Ti-
betan Plateau the coverage in the world’s media has also been limited.
Beijing’s media blackouts and banning of journalists — even foreign tour-
ists — from travelling into Tibet have effectively curtailed news coverage.

The exile Tibetan administration and vatious non-governmental orga-
nizations and Tibet Support Groups must now review, re-examine and
re-evaluate past campaigns, activities and their results to plan strategic
non-violent action plans for the future. Any failure to do so will leave



China free to continue with the same policies that it has enforced on Tibet
for over half-a-century. This will drive even more Tibetans into setting
themselves on fire. If this happens, history will not judge us kindly.

For history, and for future generations, it is fundamentally important to
maintain a clear record of on-going self-immolations taking place in and
outside. This is our responsibility in exile. Thus, Tibet Information Com-
municators of the Dharamsala-based Kirti Monastery has compiled five
books recording the current self-immolations and related documents.
There are three volumes in Tibetan and a volume each in English and
Chinese.

This English edition is divided into three sections: news on self-immo-
lation, feature articles and views, and global responses to Tibetan self-
immolations. We hope that this record will be a witness for future gen-
erations, narrating to them the tragic events taking place today. As far
possible we have taken great care in compiling this volume. However, due
to a lack of expertise and fluency in English, there are bound to be mis-
takes for which we will be held solely responsible. It is not possible for a
reader to know everything about Tibet and its people within the covers of
this book, hence, we request you to explore more from other books and
resources. We also request you to point out any mistakes and discrepan-
cies herein so that we can avoid them in future.

We once again reiterate our deep respects for those who have sacrificed
their lives for Tibet and we stand in solidarity with them. With prayers
that the day Tibetans on both sides of the Himalayas will reunite may
come soon.

Tibet Information Communicators
Kirti Monastery

Dharamsala

2019
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Thubten Ngodup
Age: 60
Occupation: retired army/cook
Date: 27 April 1998
Place of self-immolation:

Jantar Mantar, New Delhi, India
Current status: deceased

And the Tibetan strike goes on...
Rediff-com, 27 April 1998

Eighteen hours after police forcibly broke a fast unto death by six Tibetans in
New Delhi, a batch of five hunger strikers replaced them, despite a police warn-

ing of strong action.

Meanwhile, 60-year-old Thupten Ngodup, who attempted self immolation in
protest against the “police high handedness” on Monday, and the youngest of
the first batch of six hunger strikers, Karma Sichoe (25), are still in critical condi-
tion at the Ram Manohar Lohia hospital.

Thupten Ngodup, who suffered 90 per cent burns, was to join the second batch
of strikers.

C Wangchuk, a spokesman of the Tibetan Youth Congress which is spearhead-
ing the strike, said a posse of policemen had warned they would use force if the
Tibetans persisted with their protest.

Wangchuk said home ministry officials had tried to convince them to call off
their protest. However, he made it clear they would continue till their demands

are met.

He said Ngodup’s self immolation attempt was a desperate act provoked by
“police high handedness.” “Many more such acts will follow if we are forced,”
he warned.

The five new hunger strikers are Jampa Kalsang (23), Phuntsok Semsang (25),



16

Tsering Dortjee (37), Kalden Norbu (47) and Tsering Gonkyab (55).

Tibetans from various parts of the country continued to throng Jantar Mantar,

the venue of the fast.

Rinchen Norzon, with a bandaged hand, said the police beat her up. “They
pulled me by hair and beat me with Zazhis,” she said.

Norzon and 16 others had formed a cordon around the hunger strikers to pre-
vent the police from taking them away. TYC vice-president Karma Yeshi said
the police did not even spare a 14-year-old-girl, Dolma. Many other women with
bruises were also critical of the police action, which they termed “brutality.”

TYC president Tseten Norbu, who expressed deep anguish over the develop-
ment, said they were disappointed with the Indian government’s handling of the

situation.

Five of TYC’s 10 executive committee members are in the capital to monitor

the developments and set future agenda, sources said.

bttp:/ | www.indianexpress.com/ Storyold/ 30084/

Buddhist monk succumbs to his burn injuries
Express New Serivee, 30 April 1998 IST

Thupten Ngodup, the 21-year-old Buddhist monk, who immolated himself on
Monday night and was in hospital with 95 per cent burns died early on Wednes-
day morning, As news of his death spread today, hundreds of Tibetans visited
the spot near Jantar Mantar where he had set himself afire on Monday. Prayers
were chanted and candles were lit near a photograph of Ngodup. A few feet away,
five other Tibetans were on another fast-unto-death agitation which commenced

after the police forced the earlier six activists to break their 49-day hunger strike.

Ngodup’s body was handed over to TYC members this evening after a post-
mortem at LLady Hardinge Medical College, and taken to Majnu ka Tilla to enable
Tibetans to pay their last respects. The body will be taken to Dharamsala for

cremation later tonight.

Ngodup’s self-immolation has spurred the TYC to step up their agitation to
press for a discussion on the Tibetan question at the United Nations.The TYC
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has even threatened to resort to more violentmethods if need be to achieve their

objective. This despite requests from the Dalai I.ama against doing so.

Tseten Norbu, TYC president told The Indian Express: “We respect the Da-
lai Lama. That is why we have not resorted to any violent means despite being
provoked and suppressed so long. But now it seems we have to think differently.
For 40 years nothing has happened.” He, however, denies that the TYC is at log-
gerheads with the Dalai Lama.

When the Dalai Lama stepped out of RML hospital on Tuesday after visiting
Ngodup, he had reassured the gathering of Tibetans outside that he was very
much a part of their struggle.

But the Dalai Lama had pointed out that he eschewed violence in all forms,

including self-immolations and hunger-strikes.

Norbu says: “The Dalai L.ama is a spiritual leader and wants the good of every
one. Therefore, he talks about following the middle-path to solve the Tibetan is-
sue. But we are the people of Tibet and the TYC is a political body.”

hitp:/ [ www.rediff-com/ news/ 1998/ apr/ 29tibet. him

Tibetan protester succumbs to burns; hunger strike continues
Rediff.com, 29 April 1998

Thupten Ngodup’s death in the early hours of Wednesday, caused by the severe
burns suffered by him during a self-immolation bid on Monday, has made the
Tibetans determined to carry on the protest which began as an indefinite fast 51

days ago.

Ngodup, 60, set himself ablaze to protest against the police action to break the
indefinite hunger strike by six Tibetans which started on March 10,

He was admitted to the Ram Manohar Lohia hospital with 90 per cent burns,
and died shortly after midnight. After a post-mortem at the Lady Hardinge medi-
cal college, his body was taken in a procession of 16 vehicles to Majnu ka Tila
where it was handed over to the Tibetan Youth Congress spearheading the hun-
ger strike.

TYC spokesman C Wangchuk said about 2,500 Tibetans gathered to take part
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in the prayers and pay tribute to Ngodup.

Addressing the gathering, TYC president Tseten Norbu said, “as refugees, we
get food and shelter from others. But for the freedom of Tibet, we cannot bank

on it and have to make some sactifices.”

“We are all the more encouraged by the deed of this brave man,” said Dolma, a

representative of the Tibetan government-in-exile.

Meanwhile, all the six strikers of the first batch, admitted to hospital are im-
proving. The youngest of them, Karma Sichoe, who was in intensive care, is said
to be out of danger. “They are expected to be discharged from the hospital in
a day or two,” Wangchuk said, adding that one of them, Yung Drung, was still

refusing food though he was being given nutrients intravenously.

A group of thirty nuns who came from Dharamsala sat on a silent dharna near
the tent where the second batch of five Tibetans are on hunger strike since Tues-
day, A large framed photograph of Ngodup was kept on a table with 108 burning

candles as part of a Tibetan ritual.

Ngodup’s body will be taken to Dharmasala where the cremation is scheduled
to take place on Thursday.

He died barely six hours after the Tibetan spiritual head, the Dalai Lama, visited
him and the six hunger strikers in the hospital last evening,

The Chhatra Janata Dal and Yuva Janata Dal also staged a one-day dharna near
the Tibetan tent in support of the hunger strikers and their demands which in-
clude resumption of debate in the United Nations on the Tibetan issue and ap-

pointment of a special UN envoy on Tibet.

Dalai Lama fears outbreak of violence
The Associated Press, 1 May 1998

New York — The growing desperation of the Tibetan people could lead to vi-
olence, the Dalai Lama warned Thursday, urging China to enter into a dialogue

over the autonomy of his Himalayan homeland.

The Dalai Lama is the religious and spiritual leader for many of Tibet’s 6 million
people. However, as a Buddhist said he could not support actions such as recent
hunger strikes and the self-immolation of a Tibetan activist, who died Wednes-



day in New Delhi.

It was first act of its kind among the more than 10,000 Tibetans campaigning
from exile in India to regain freedom for the mountainous country China in-

vaded in 1950 and annexed nine years later.

Despite his opposition to such extremism, the Dalai Lama said he “admired the
determination” of the activist. Thupten Ngodup. But he also feared that “if such

determination and emotion is turned around, there is a danger of true violence.”

The Dalai Lama has long discouraged his followers from using violence to resist
Chinese rule and sees a “middle approach” of dialogue with Beijing as the most

beneficial way to reach an agreement.

Speaking to reporter Thursday after a meeting with American human rights
lawyers, the Dalai Llama repeated his call for autonomy in Tibet rather than full
political independence, and expressed disappointment that such declarations had

brought no response from Beijing.

Later, during a tribute to “Kundun” a movie about Dalai Lama’s early life, he
made clear that Tibet’s association with China has its advantages.

“We have to make economic expansion,” he told 1,500 people packed into a
New York synagogue for the tribute. “If we join with another big nation, we
might benefit. This is a proposal for long-term benefit.”

The Dalai Lama praised the Martin Scorsese film, which he said he viewed for
the first time earlier in the day.

“When I saw it, I had mixed feelings of sadness and happiness,” he said. “Since
I left, there have been a lot of unfortunate things that have happened, but the
spirit of the Tibetan people remains very strong,”

Most of the Dalai Lama’s remarks Thursday, however, centered on the dilem-
mas he faces as head of a movement that has failed to create any substantial

momentum over the years.

Proclaiming that conditions in Tibet were “becoming worse and worse,” the
religious leader said that “in order to stop expressions of desperation, I have to
offer something (to frustrated Tibetans).”

Still the 60 year-old leader said he supports US policy of engagement with China.
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Monks mourn death of freedom protest
The Associated Press, 6 May 1998

New Delhi, India - Monks chanted Buddhist hymns and lit oil lamps today in
special prayers for a Tibetan who burned himself to death in a protest that high-

lights growing frustration among Tibetan exiles in India.

The services marks the firs week since Thupten Ngodup, a 50-year-old former
monk, doused himself in gasoline and set himself ablaze to protest the police
breakup of hunger strobe by six other Tibetan exiles protesting China’s rule of

their homeland.

Ngodup’s self-immolation April 27 was the most dramatic incident in nearly 40

years of peaceful protest by Tibetan exiles.

‘We are praying that his soul rests in peace, said Karma Yeshi, vice president
of Tibetan Youth Congtess, which organized the prayers and the hunger strike.
he said prayers will be held each week for the next seven weeks, keeping with
Buddhist custom.

Five other Tibetan exiles have begun a hunger strike in a tent in New Delhi
to demand a UN debate on China’s 1959 annexation of Tibet. The protesters
also want the United Nations to appoint a hunan rights observer for Tibet and
whether Tibetans want independence, greater autonomy or some other options.
About 120,000 Tibetan refugees live in India, where their leader, the Dalai L.ama,

runs a government-in-exile.

The Dalai Lama said the hunger strike and self-immolation, which he believes
violate Buddhist teachings of nonviolence, reflect frustration over failure of

moderate approach.
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Tapey aka Lobsang Tashi
Age: 27

Occupation: Monk

Date: 27 February 2009

Place of self-immolation: Ngaba, Amdo
Current Status: Last seen in late 2011 in
the military hospital of Barkham,
Ngaba, Amdo, Tibet

Tibetan monk sets himself on fire - activist group
Rueters, Fri Feb 27,2009

A Tibetan monk set himself on fire in protest on Friday during a prayer festi-
val in a part of western China that erupted in deadly riots a year ago, an activist
group said.

The monk started the blaze after walking out of a monastery in Aba county, an
ethnic Tibetan area in Sichuan province, carrying a Tibetan flag with a picture of
exiled spiritual leader the Dalai Lama, said Matt Whitticase, spokesman for the
Free Tibet Campaign.

The monk was surrounded by armed police, three gun shots were heard and
he was carried away in a van after falling to the ground, Whitticase said, citing
unidentified sources. It was not known whether the monk was dead or alive, he

added.

Reuters reached three people by phone in the town outside the Kirti monastery,
where the monk had been based, but was unable to obtain confirmation of the
protest.

“This is the first incident that I am aware of a Tibetan self-immolating since the
late 1990s,” Whitticase said. “It is extremely rare.”

Tibetans marked their New Year this week and the Kirti monastery, which had
been a centre of pro-independence demonstrations last March before a crack-
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down, was observing the Monlam prayer festival on Friday, Whitticase said.

Next month also marks the 50th anniversary of the exile of the Dalai L.ama,
following a failed insurrection against China, and there is intense security across

Tibet itself and many neighbouring areas with ethnic Tibetans.

hitp:/ | news.bbe.co.uk/ 2/ hif 7916544 stm

Tibetan monk ‘shot’ while on fire
BBC News, 28 February 2009

A Tibetan monk has been shot after setting fire to himself during a protest at

Beijing’s rule, reports say.

The incident happened in the Tibetan-populated town of Aba in southwest

China’s Sichuan province duting a gathering of more than 1,000 monks.

The monk, named Tapey, is said to have shouted slogans and waved a Tibetan

flag, then used petrol to start a fire.
Campaign groups said witnesses then saw Chinese police shoot the man.
Banned meeting
The monk collapsed and was taken away by the police.

China’s official Xinhua news agency confirmed a man had set himself on fire,
saying he was taken to a hospital and treated for burns injuries. It made no men-

tion of any gunshot wounds.

The protest began after more than 1,000 Tibetan Buddhist monks gathered at a

temple in the town to celebrate the third day of the Tibetan new year.
Chinese officials had earlier banned the gathering.

After the incident, news agencies reported a heavy police presence on the

streets of the town.

“There are many policemen on patrol in the street and all of them have guns,”
an employee at a teahouse in Aba told the AFP news agency.

It is extremely difficult to independently confirm any information coming out

of Tibetan areas.
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China’s authorities have restricted access to the region.

Next month matks the 50th anniversary of the escape into exile of the Dalai
Lama and China wants to make sure there are no Tibetan protests in support of
the exiled spiritual leader like those of a year ago, says the BBC’s James Reynolds
in Beijing.

More than 200 Tibetans are thought to have been killed in a Chinese crackdown

in the region, which it has ruled since an invasion in 1950.

China claims Tibet is part of its historic territory, but Tibetan groups in exile

regard the invasion as a tragedy.

http:/ | www.upi.com/ Top_News/ 2009/ 02/ 27 | Activists-Chinese-cops-shot-fiery-monk/
UPI-94801235765262/

Activists: Chinese cops shot fiery monk
United Press International, Feb. 27, 2009 at 3:07 PM

ABA, China, Feb. 27 (UPI) -- Chinese police officers shot a Tibetan monk Fri-
day in the Chinese city of Aba moments after the young man set himself on fire,

activist groups say.

Tibetan activist groups, citing witness testimonies, claimed a monk identified
only as Tapey was shot three times by police officers after he doused his clothing
with oil and set himself ablaze as a protest, The Washington Post reported.

International Campaign For Tibet spokeswoman Kate Saunders said while Tap-

ey’s body was quickly removed from the scene, witnesses said the monk appeared
to be dead.

The monk’s fiery protest came shortly after nearly 1,000 monks were not al-
lowed to enter the Kirti Monastery’s main prayer hall.

The monks were not allowed to enter the hall and honor the traditional prayer
festival of Monlam due to an order by local authorities, the Post said.

Students for a Free Tibet and the International Campaign for Tibet said most
of the monks then began to conduct their prayers outside the monastery until

Tapey conducted his apparently deadly protest.
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Protest Monk ‘Sets Himself on Fire’
Express UK, 28 February 2009

A Tibetan Buddhist monk in western China has set himself on fire in an appar-

ent protest against government religious restrictions.
He was shot by security forces, international Tibetan advocacy groups reported.

The monk, identified as Tapey, was shot on Friday afternoon in the Tibetan
town of Aba in Sichuan province, according to Free Tibet, the International
Campaign for Tibet, and phayul.com, a news site affiliated with the Dalai Lama’s
India-based government in exile.

They said Tapey was carried to a van and driven away to an undisclosed loca-

tion, possibly a hospital. No details were available about his condition.

Many Tibetans have reportedly heeded calls for an unofficial boycott of festivi-
ties that began on Wednesday to mark the start of the Tibetan new year as a form

of protest against last year’s crackdown.

The Dalai L.ama, Tibet’s exiled spiritual leader, has said celebrations would be

“inappropriate” under the circumstances.

Adding to the tensions, next month marks the 50th anniversary of a failed 1959
uprising against Chinese rule that led to the Dalai L.ama’s flight into exile.

bitp:/ | wwm.tibetanreview.net/ news.php2ep=63>>4d=2423

Chinese repression leads to Ngaba monk’s self-immolation
TibetanReview.net, Mar 03, 2009

The paramilitary People’s Armed Police (PAP) shot three times at a monk in
Ngaba (Chinese: Aba) County of Sichuan Province on Feb 27 after he had im-
molated himself in protest at the main town crossroad, according to several Ti-
bet groups and media sources. At least one shot hit the monk who collapsed to
the ground, to be picked up and taken away by the troops. China has confirmed
that the monk had suffered head and neck burns and it was not clear whether

he was alive.
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The monk, named as Tapey and aged 25 to 30, belonged to Kirti Trunkhor
monastery. On Feb 27, the third day of the Tibetan Earth-Ox New Year, the
around 1,000 monks of Kirti Monastery gathered before their main prayer hall
for the annual Monlam prayer festival even though the authorities had banned it
already. When blocked from entering it, they prepared to hold the prayer service
outside. However, senior monks and Tibetan officials dispatched by the Chinese

authorities eventually convinced them to return to their living quarters.

However, some time afterwards, Tapey left his monastery, carrying with him a
homemade Tibetan flag, with a picture of the Dalai Lama attached to the centre.
By the time he reached the main town crossroad, he had doused himself with
kerosene or petrol and lit himself. Eyewitnesses heard him shout slogans but
could not make out the words. A PAP squad posted nearby shot at him before
proceeding to douse the flame and take him to hospital.
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Lobsang Phuntsok

Age: 20

Occupation: Monk

Date of self-immolation: 16 March 2011
Place: Ngaba, Amdo, Eastern Tibet
Current Status: died on 17 March 2011

Another Tibetan Monk dies following Self-immolation
Dharamshala, March 20 2012

A 20-year-old Tibetan monk who self-immolated on Matrch 16, succumbed
to his burn injuries yesterday in Ngaba County, Ngaba Tibetan and Qiang Au-
tonomous Prefecture, Sichuan Province, sources told TCHRD. Dukthen Kyi,
spokesperson of Tibetan Centre for Human Rights and Democracy (TCHRD)
here said Lobsang Tsultrim, a monk at Kirti Monastery, set himself ablaze at
around 1700 hrs (Tibet Time) on March 16,0n the main road of Ngaba County
market protesting against the Chinese government. She said yesterday Lobsang
succumbed to burn injuries at Barkham (Chinese: Maerkang), capital of Ngaba
Prefecture. In the evening of the same day, the authorities cremated his body at a
nearby cremation ground in Barkham, she disclosed. Kyi said only his ashes were
given to his family. She said yesterday monks at the Kirti Monastery held prayer
ceremony in the wake of Lobsang’s death. Sources say Lobsang was a cousin of
Norbu Damdul, a 19 year-old former monk at the Kirti Monastery, who self-
immolated on October 15, and later died on January 5. After Lobsang Tsultrim’s
self-immolation, for three days local shops and restaurants owned by Tibetans

remained closed as a sign of mourning and solidarity.

Kyi said that on March 16, Lobsang had walked down the main road of the Ng-
aba town before the security officers knocked him down. The officers arrested
him after extinguishing the flames. He was then thrown into a police vehicle and

taken away.
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bttp:/ | wwmw.thetibetpost.com/ en/ news/ tibet/ 196 3-beijing-seizes-3-monks-in-phuntsok-inm-

molation-inquiry-3-more-arrested

Beijing Seizes 3 Monks in Phuntsok Immolation Inquiry, 3 More Arrested
The Tibet Post International, 27 August 2011

London- Chinese authorities have arrested three Tibetan Buddhist monks
claimed to have links with the self-immolation of Phuntsok, who burned himself
to death last March in protest at the Chinese occupation of Tibet. Beijing accuses
the three monks of the ‘intentional killing” of Phuntsok. The authorities also at-
rested another three monks in Tawu county of Kham, eastern Tibet, according

to the Tibetan Human Rights group.

Authorities in Beijing claim that two of the monks are to be charged for “plot-
ting, instigating and assisting in the self-immolation of Phuntsok”. The third is
accused of moving and hiding the monk for 11 hours, which authorities claim
prevented him from receiving medical treatment and led to his eventual death.

According to Chinese state controlled agency Xinhua, the three monks; Tser-
ing, Tengyam and Dhondup will stand trial on Monday 29th August and Tuesday
30th, 2011.

However, there is no confirmed report from Tibet’s side, whether the arrested
monks were related to the case of late Phuntsok, a 20-year old monk from Kirti
Monastery Ngaba county of Amdho, eastern Tibet, self-immolated to protest
against Chinese rule. “We do not have a confirmed report right now. But, we’re
currently investigating the new reports, whether it was related to the late Lobsang
Phuntsok’s self-immolation,” Ven. Kanyak Tsering, India based Kirti Monastery
told The Tibet Post International.

Because of the prohibition of foreign journalists in Tibet, conflicting reports
have arisen since the immolation of Phuntsok on Wednesday 16 March 2011.
While authorities in China maintain that monks forcibly moved the monk out of
a nearby hospital and into Kirti Monastery, Tibetan rights groups highlight that
Chinese police put out the flames, then beat the monk to death.

The death of Phuntsok, who was in his early 20s, and a Buddhist monk of Kirti
Monastery in Ngaba province, Eastern Tibet, sparked a wave of human rights

abuses in the region against Tibetans, and led to an international outcry on the
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worsening human rights situation in the region. Eastern Tibet, and particularly
Kirti Monastery, witnessed unprecedented military crackdowns, including a ‘re-

education programme’ for the inhabitants of the monastery.

The disturbing news of the three arrested monks comes amid growing concern
for the human rights of Tibetans in Tibet. Last week, 29 year old Tsewang Norbu
self-immolated in a nearby region of Kham Provence, eastern Tibet. The situa-
tion at Kirti Monastery remains tense and is under a heavy military presence from

Chinese authorities.

Chinese authorities arrested another three Tibetans just days after a 29 year old
Buddhist monk Tsewang Norbu of Nyatso Monastery in Kham Tawo, eastern
Tibet, self-immolated to protest against Chinese rule, according to a report of
the Dharamshala based Tibetan Center for Human Rights and Democracy. “The
three Tibetans — Norbu, Gyaltsen and another unidentified man - were arrested
separately by officials of Public Security Bureau in Tawu County in Kardze coun-
ty of eastern Tibet (Ch: Sichuan Province),” it said.

The Joint Press Statement from the Kashag and Tibetan Parliament-In-Exile
tibet.net, October 12, 2011

Since the 2008 uprising in Tibet, the situation in Tibet has been deteriorating,
Particularly, as of March this year, it has become ever more tense and urgent
with the increasing cases of self-immolation by young Tibetans who find China’s

occupation and repression of Tibet intolerable.

Tibetans in Tibet are driven to these drastic acts to resist political repression,

cultural assimilation, economic marginalization and environmental destruction.

From the seven young Tibetans who self-immolated this year, the following
succumbed to their injuries: On March 16, 2011, Lobsang Phuntsok (age 21),
a monk of Kirti Monastery in northeastern Tibet. The second reported case,
onAugust 15, 2011was that of Tsewang Norbu, (age 29), a monk at Nyitso mon-
astery in easternTibet. The third and the fourth cases were Khaying (age 18), and
Choephel (age 19), both former monks of Kirti Monastery. They self-immolated
onOctober 7, 2011and died on October 8 and 11 respectively.

The conditions of the three others, namely Lobsang Kelsang (age 18), Lobsang
Kunchok (age 19) and Kelsang Wangchuk (age 17) are still unknown.
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The Central Tibetan Administration is deeply concerned about their where-

abouts and well-being.

We express our solidarity with all those who lost their lives and with all other
Tibetans who are incarcerated for their courage to speak up for the rights of the
Tibetan people.

We appeal to the United Nations, freedom-loving countries and people around
the world to show their support and solidarity with the Tibetan people at this
critical stage.

Given the undeclared martial law in Tibet and the increasing cases of self-im-
molation, the international community must press the government of People’s
Republic of China to restore freedom and resolve the issue of Tibet through
dialogue for the mutual benefit of the Tibetan and Chinese people. In this light,
we urge the international community and the media to send fact-finding delega-

tions to ascertain the situation on the ground inside Tibet.

The Kashag and the Tibetan Parliament-in-Exile have jointly planned activities
in India and the world-at-large to highlight the deepening crisis in Tibet.

We call upon all Tibetans and Tibet supporters in the free world to join efforts
and organize activities in their respective regions. These events must be peaceful,
respectful of local laws and dignified. On October 19, 2011, the Central Tibetan
Administration will offer day-long prayers and encourage all Tibetans to fast on
that day as a gesture of solidarity with Tibetans in Tibet.

To our brothers and sisters in Tibet, we stand with you in fulfilling our common

aspirations, and we share the pain of your sacrifice.

The Dalai Lama to join mass prayer gathering for self-immolators
Phayul.com, October 18, 2011

DHARAMSHALA, October 18: Tibetan spiritual leader His Holiness the Dalai
Lama will be joining a mass prayer gathering tomorrow at Tsug-la Khang in the

exile seat of Dharamshala.

The day-long prayer session and hunger fast is being organised by the Kashag
(cabinet) to “express solidarity with all those who lost their lives and with all

other Tibetans who are incarcerated for their courage to speak up for the rights
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of the Tibetan people”.

Gyalwang Karmapa and Kirti Rinpoche, along with the entire staff of the Cen-
tral Tibetan Administration (CTA) will be taking part in the prayer session.

Since March this year, nine Tibetans have self-immolated in Tibet, protesting
China’s continued occupation of Tibet and demanding the return of the Dalai

TLama from exile.

Lobsang Phuntsok (20), Tsewang Norbu (29), Khaying (18), Choephel (19), and
Tenzin Wangmo (20) have all succumbed to their injuries, while there is no in-
formation on the well being and whereabouts of Lobsang Kelsang (18), Lobsang
Kunchok (19), Kelsang Wangchuk (17), and Norbu Damdul (19).

Announcing the jointly planned activities in India and the world-at-large with
the Tibetan Parliament-in-Exile, Kalon Tripa Dr Lobsang Sangay last week called
upon “all Tibetans and Tibet supporters in the free world to join efforts and or-

ganise activities in their respective regions”.

“We appeal to the United Nations, freedom-loving countries and people around
the world to show their support and solidarity with the Tibetan people at this
critical stage,” Dr Sangay said.

“Given the undeclared martial law in Tibet and the increasing cases of self-
immolation, the international community must press the government of People’s
Republic of China to restore freedom and resolve the issue of Tibet through dia-
logue ... we urge the international community and the media to send fact-finding

delegations to ascertain the situation on the ground inside Tibet.”
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Tsewang Norbu

Age: 29

Occupation: Monk

Date of self-immolation: 15 August 2012
Place: Nyatso Monastery, Tawu, Kham,
FEastern Tibet

Current Status: Deceased

Tibetan monk dies in self-immolation protest, group says
Rueter, BEIJING, Mon Aug 15, 2011

A Tibetan Buddhist monk burned himself to death on Monday in southwest
China calling for the return of the Dalai Lama, the exiled spiritual leader con-
demned by Beijing as a separatist, a group campaigning for Tibetan self-rule said.

The monk’s self-immolation could spatk fresh tensions in heavily ethnic Tibet-
an parts of Sichuan, which neighbors the official Tibet region, following protests
in March when a Tibetan monk there also burned himself to death.

The London-based Free Tibet organization said the latest immolation-protest
was carried out by a 29-year-old monk, Tsewang Norbu, who was from a monas-
tery in Tawu, about 150 km (93 miles) from where the last immolation happened.

“Tsewang Notrbu drank petrol, sprayed petrol on himself and then set himself
on fire,” Free Tibet said in an emailed statement, citing an unnamed witness.

“He was heard calling out: “We Tibetan people want freedom’, ‘Long live the
Dalai L.ama’ and ‘Let the Dalai L.ama Return to Tibet’. He is believed to have died

at the scene,” the group said.

China’s official Xinhua news agency also reported the monk’s self-immolation,

but said “it was unclear why he had burned himself.”

Tawu, called Daofu in Chinese, is in a largely ethnic Tibetan part of western
Sichuan that many advocates of self-rule say should form part of a larger home-
land under Tibetan control. Calls from Reuters to the government and police
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bureau in Daofu County went unanswered on Monday evening.

Tensions over the fate of the exiled Dalai LLama and his calls for Tibetan self-

determination have continued to dog the region, sometimes flaring into protests.

In March 2008, Tibetan protests led by monks in Lhasa, the regional capital
of Tibet proper, were suppressed by police and turned violent. Rioters torched
shops and turned on residents, especially Han Chinese, whom many Tibetans see

as intruders threatening their culture.

That unrest spilled over into other ethnic Tibetan parts of China, including

mountainous western Sichuan.

Beijing has repeatedly accused the Dalai I.ama of being a separatist who has
abetted violence. China also rejects accusations of oppression of Tibetans, say-

ing its rule has bought huge benefits to what was a dirt poor society.

The Nobel Peace prize-winning Dalai Lama denies seeking independence for
Tibet, saying he wants a peaceful transition to autonomy for his remote mountain
homeland, which the People’s Republic of China has ruled since troops marched
in 1950.

Security forces detained about 300 Tibetan monks from a monastery in western
China for a month amid a crackdown sparked the previous self-immolation, two

exiled Tibetans and a prominent writer told Reuters at the time.

“Today’s news exposes how desperate some Tibetans feel,” the director of Free
Tibet, Stephanie Brigden, said in the group’s email.

After the self-immolation in March, she said, Chinese authorities “deployed
troops on to the streets, imposed curfews, undertook house searches and set up

military round blocks.”

hitp:] | wwwgnardian.conk/ world/ 2011/ ang/ 15 tibetan-montk-burns-himself-death

Tibetan monk burns himself to death in call for return of Dalai Lama
Guardian News, 15 August 2011

A Tibetan Buddhist monk calling for the return of the Dalai Lama has burned
himself to death in south-west China.

The 29-year-old monk’s self-immolation at a monastery in Tawu could spark
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fresh tensions in the heavily ethnic Tibetan parts of Sichuan, which borders Ti-
bet, after protests in March when a Tibetan monk there also burned himself to
death.

“Tsewang Norbu drank petrol, sprayed petrol on himself and then set himself

on fire,” the Free Tibet organisation in L.ondon said, citing an unnamed witness.

“He was heard calling out ‘we Tibetan people want freedom’, ‘long live the Da-
lai Tama’ and ‘let the Dalai .ama return to Tibet’. He is believed to have died at
the scene,” the group said.

China’s official Xinhua news agency also reported the monk’s death, but said “it

was unclear why he had burned himself”.

Tawu, known as Daofu in Chinese, is in a largely ethnic Tibetan part of western
Sichuan that many advocates of self-rule say should form part of a larger home-

land under Tibetan control.

Tensions over the fate of the exiled Dalai LLama and his calls for Tibetan self-

determination sometimes flare into protests in the region.

In March 2008, Tibetan protests led by monks in Lhasa, the capital of the Ti-
bet Autonomous Region, were suppressed by police and turned violent. Rioters
torched shops and turned on Han Chinese residents, whom many Tibetans see

as intruders threatening their culture.

Unrest spilled over into other ethnic Tibetan parts of China, including moun-

tainous western Sichuan.

Beijing has repeatedly accused the Dalai I.ama of being a separatist who has
abetted violence. China rejects accusations that it oppresses Tibetans, saying its

rule has bought huge benefits.
The Dalai Lama, who was awarded the 1989 Nobel peace prize, denies seeking

independence for Tibet, saying he wants a peaceful transition to autonomy for
his remote mountain homeland, which the People’s Republic of China has ruled

since its troops invaded in 1950.

Security forces detained about 300 Tibetan monks in western China for a month
amid a crackdown sparked by the previous self-immolation, according to exiled

Tibetans and a prominent writer.

“Today’s news exposes how desperate some Tibetans feel,” said Stephanie Brig-
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den, the director of Free Tibet. After the self-immolation in March, she said Chi-
nese authorities “deployed troops on to the streets, imposed cutfews, undertook

house searches and set up military road blocks.”

http:/] | www.nytimes.com/ 2011/ 08/ 19/ world/ asia/ 19briefs-China.htm!

China: Officers Surround Monastery After Suicide
By Andrew Jacobs, The New York Times, August 18, 2011

In the days since a Tibetan Buddhist monk in southwestern Sichuan Province
set himself on fire to protest Chinese policies, the authorities have sent as many
as 1,000 armed police officers to surround the monk’s monastery and have re-
stricted telephone and Internet access, according to advocacy groups. The monk,
Tsewang Norbu, was the second this year to kill himself by self-immolation.
The suicide of the other monk, Phuntsog, at the Kirti Monastery, in a nearby
prefecture in Sichuan, set off a violent standoff between local residents and
paramilitary police, who eventually detained 300 monks. Before his suicide on
Monday morning, Tsewang Norbu reportedly handed out leaflets demanding the
return of the Dalai Lama, the exiled spiritual leader, and calling for an end of the
repression that has intensified in the area since the clashes at Kirti Monastery.

Tawu tense after monk’s self-immolation
Phayul, August 19, 2011

Over a thousand Chinese armed security personnel have locked down Tawu
Nyitso monastery, cutting off electricity and water supply as schools in the region

remained closed following Monday’s self immolation of monk Tsewang Norbu.

Tsewang Norbu, 29, had set himself ablaze, raising slogans for the Dalai Lama’s
return and freedom in Tibet in Tawu town. Defying the Chinese authorities,
monks carried Tsewang Norbu’s charred body to his monastery where almost
10,000 local Tibetan gathered overnight to pay their respects.

Chinese police stopped the gathered people from entering the monastery result-
ing in the severe beating and arrests of an unspecified number of people. Sensing

trouble, Chinese authorities ordered the immediate cremation of Norbu’s body.
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Speaking to Phayul, Khenrab a monk in Dharamshala with links inside Tawu
said that Chinese authorities had cordoned off the funeral site with a three-

layered security blanket, barring local Tibetans from attending the funeral.

“Tsewang Norbu’s last rites were carried out at 7 in the morning on August 17
but the local Tibetans who had come in their thousands were not allowed to at-
tend the funeral,” Khenrab said. “They had to pay their last respects from the top

of a far away hill overlooking the funeral site”.

In exile, Tibetans and supporters from New York to Dharamshala to Taiwan

organised prayers and protests to mark Tsewang Norbu’s sacrifice.

The Dharamshala based Tibetan Parliament-in-exile while paying homage to
Tsewang Norbu said, “Such tragic incidents which happen frequently in Tibet
are a clear indication of the Tibetan people’s deep-seated resentment against the

Chinese government’s wrong policy on Tibet”.

Social networking sites have been rife with messages of respect and calls for

campaigns and protests rallies.

Tendor, the executive director of the Students for a Free Tibet, on his facebook
page made an open call of support for a protest rally on August 19 in honour of
Tsewang Norbu in front of the New York Chinese Consulate.

Reaching out through his facebook page, Tsewang Rigzin, president of the larg-
est pro-independence organisation in exile, the Tibetan Youth Congress, wrote,
“the precious sacrifice by Pawo Tsewang Norbu will give inspiration and rebirth
to thousands of more Pawos and Pamos to continue our struggle and ultimately

regain Tibet’s Independence.”

Chinese Authorities Attempt to Take Tibetan Monk’s Body
By Lin Weizhen, The Epoch Times, 18 August 2011

Following the self-immolation of a Tibetan monk in China’s southwest, Chi-
nese authorities dispatched more than a thousand policemen to besiege the mon-
astery where his body was kept, prompting fears of a fresh crackdown in the
Tibetan-populated Garze Prefecture.

According to sources familiar with the situation, the police have cut off elec-
tricity, water, and food supplies for the 100 monks in the Nyitso monastery and
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attempted to take the body of the 29-year-old Tsewang Norbu.

To support those inside the monastery, many nearby Tibetan residents, who
had their telephone and Internet services shut down by local Chinese communist

authorities, flocked to the monastery to confront the police, the source said.

“The power and water have been cut off for days, and we have no food supplies
coming in,” one monk told AFP in a phone interview on Tuesday from inside the

monastery in Sichuan Province, which is adjacent to Tibet.

Tsewang Norbu, according to the London-based Free Tibet Campaign, set him-
self on fire on Monday in front of the county government building after drinking
and spraying himself with petrol in protest of Chinese authorities’ ban on the
celebration of the Dalai Lama’s July 6 birthday.

While outside the building, he had thrown a massive amount of pamphlets into
the air and called out, “We Tibetan people want freedom,” “Long live the Dalai
Lama,” and “Let the Dalai L.ama return to Tibet.”

Upon his death, he was brought back to the monasteries by fellow monks.

Tsewang Norbu’s self-immolation marks the second reported case this year in
Sichuan, where several protests have erupted in recent years due to discontent

toward the Chinese authorities’ repressive ethnic policies.

Tibetans in Exile Mourn Monk Who Set Himself Aflame
By Hannah Beech, Time Magazine, 16 August 2011

The Tibetan National Martyrs’ Memorial is a black obelisk in Dharamsala, the
Indian hill station that serves as the headquarters of exiled Tibetans who have
fled their Chinese-ruled homeland. Usually the slender monument is surrounded
by a colorful tangle of Tibetan prayer flags. But on August 16, the base of the
memorial was plastered with something new: pictures of Tsewang Norbu, a bur-
ly monk wearing sunglasses and a slight smirk. On August 15, the monk from
China’s Sichuan province set himself on fire. Even as he burned to death, he

reportedly shouted slogans supporting freedom for Tibet.

The self-immolation was the second this year by a Tibetan monk in Sichuan.
Both clerics, according to exile Tibetan organizations, were driven to desperation

by a mounting Chinese crackdown on ethnic minorities and religious expression.
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(China’s official Xinhua News Agency acknowledged that Tsewang Norbu’s set
himself ablaze but reported that authorities did not know why the 29-year-old
had done so.) Certainly the official reaction toward the monasteries where the
two monks lived was swift and harsh. After a monk named Phuntsog fatally
doused himself with fuel in March, hundreds of his fellow monks at the Kirti
monastery wete forced to leave; surveillance continues to this day, according to
Tibetan media. Exile groups report that similar events are now unfolding at Ts-
ewang Norbu’s Nyitso monastery, where Chinese security forces are ringing the

complex and telecommunications have been severed.

In July, the monastery had defied a government ban by trying to celebrate the
76" birthday of the Dalai Lama, the Tibetan spiritual leader who lives in exile in
Dharamsala. Beijing considers the Dalai L.ama to be a dangerous secessionist;
simply displaying his image can carry heavy repercussions in China. In recent
days, Nyitso monastery was essentially under police siege for having dared to
venerate the Dalai Lama, say exiled monks with ties to the area, leading to the tin-
derbox atmosphere in which Tsewang Norbu lit himself on fire. Shortly before
his self-immolation, the monk apparently passed out leaflets calling for Tibetan

freedom and praising the Dalai Lama.

Since the 1980s, the Dalai L.ama has insisted that he is calling for autonomy for
Tibet, not outright independence. He has won the Nobel Peace Prize for advo-
cating non-violent resistance against a brutal Chinese rule. But frustration among
Tibetans has boiled over on several occasions, most recently in 2008 when pro-
tests culminated in deadly clashes between Tibetans and members of China’s
Han majority. The latter ethnic group has flooded to Tibet in recent years, and
Tibetans allege the Han get most of the good jobs created by China’s recent

investment drive in Tibet.

The monks’ fiery displays are just another sign of how deep Tibetan discontent
remains, even as China builds roads and other development projects across the
vast region. Although self-immolation was a historic mode of protest by monks
in places like Vietnam, it is not a tradition in modern Tibetan Buddhism. So while
some Tibetans in Dharamsala mourned Tsewang Norbu as a martyr, others were
less forgiving, “Committing suicide is against our teachings,” says a monk study-
ing in Dharamsala, who declined to give his name because he plans to return to

Tibet. “We are all desperate, but [suicide] is not the solution.”
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Lobsang Kunchok

Age: 18

Occupation: Monk

Date of self-immolation: 26 September 2011

Place: Ngaba County market, Ngaba, Amdo,
Northeastern Tibet

Current Status: Hospitalized with his
legs amputated

Lobsang Kelsang

Age: 18

Occupation: Monk

Date: 26 September 2011

Place of self-immolation: Ngaba County market,
Ngaba, Amdo, Northeastern Tibet

Current Status: Deceased

Fiery sacrifices continue in Tibet, Two more monks self-immolate
Phaynl, September 26, 2011

Dharamshala, September 26: In reports coming out of Tibet, two more monks
in eastern Tibet set themselves ablaze in an apparent anti-China protest today at

around 10 am local time.

While bystanders have told sources in exile that one of the protesting monks
died on the spot, the other who has been described as being in critical condition

was taken to an undisclosed location by Chinese security personnel.

Today’s fiety sacrifice comes as the fourth incidence in this year alone when
China’s repressive policies in Tibet have forced Tibetans to take the drastic step

of self-immolation as a non-violent mean to protest China’s rule over Tibet.

In a release today the exile base of Kirti Monastery in Dharamshala described
the two monks as Lobsang Kalsang, younger brother of monk Lobsang Phunt-
sok who died after setting himself on fire on March 16 and Lobsang Kunchok,
both around 18 years of age. The monks belong to the under-siege Kirti Monas-
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tery in Ngaba, eastern Tibet.

“The two monks catried out their protest in the central town of Ngaba district
and raised slogans calling for the long-life of His Holiness the Dalai Lama and
religious freedom in Tibet before setting themselves on fire,” the release said.

Following the March 16 self-immolation of monk Lobsang Phuntsok, Ngaba
Kirti Monastery has been taken over by hundreds of Chinese government of-
ficials and the monastery placed under heavy security surveillance with many of

its monks disappeared and sentenced to lengthy jail terms.

The release noted that while the monks have been subjected to incessant po-
litical re-education sessions by Chinese officials, they have been kept in virtual
prison for the last five months with Chinese security personnel keeping a strict

watch over their movement.

Confirming beefed up security in and around the entire Ngaba region and in-
creased restrictions on communication, the release said that the phone lines in

Ngaba area were not connecting.
The Central Tibetan Administration in a release today conveyed its “heartfelt

condolences and prayers to the family members of both individuals” and called
upon the Chinese authorities to “immediately address the grievances of the Ti-
betan people and resolve the issue of Tibet peacefully.”

“These recent series of self-immolation in Tibet attest to the desperation of
the Tibetan people arising from the grim current situation in which they live,”

the release said.

bttp:/ | www.tibetexcpress.net/ en/ news/ exile/ 6611-2011-09-26-12-08-24

CTA says the monks’ self-immolation tragic
Tibet.net, 27 September 2011

Dharamshala: The Central Tibetan Administration on Monday said it is deeply
saddened by the incident of self-immolation involving two monks of Kirti Mon-

astery in north-eastern Tibet today while terming the incident as “tragic.”

“The Kashag of the Central Tibetan Administration is deeply saddened by the
latest development in Tibet involving two monks setting themselves on fire this
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morning to protest the continuing occupation of Tibet by People’s Republic of
China,” a statement by the Tibetan cabinet posted on CTA’s website said.

Lobsang Kelsang and Lobsang Kunchok, ages 18 and 19 immolated themselves
after a brief protest shouting slogans calling for more freedom and long life of
Dalai LLama whom Beijing reviles as a “separatist” despite repeated claims by
the Tibetan spititual leader that he is only seeking increased autonomy for his

country.

Eyewitnesses at the site of protest report that the bodies of both monks were
taken away by the Chinese police. One of the individuals involved in this latest
incident, Lobsang Kelsang, is a relative of Phuntsok, another monk who also
self-immolated last March.

The Kashag conveyed its condolences and prayers to the family members of

the monks and expressed concern to the monks’ condition.

“At this stage, we don’t know whether they are dead or survived the self-immo-

lation,” the statement said.

Alleging that Kirti Monastery is once again under heavy Chinese military con-
trol, Kashag condemned China’s policy in Tibet as having a direct bearing on the

latest self-immolation protest.

“These recent series of self-immolation in Tibet attest to the desperation of
the Tibetan people arising from the grim current situation in which they live.
The Central Tibetan Administration calls upon the Chinese authorities to im-
mediately address the grievances of the Tibetan people and resolve the issue of
Tibet peacefully,” it said.

Meanwhile, the Tibetan Parliament which is currently holding its monsoon ses-
sion, expressed its concern at the self-immolation and called on international

community to pressure China to end its repressive policies in Tibet.
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Kalsang Wangchuk

Age: 17

Occupation: Monk

Date of self-immolation: 3 October 2011

Place of self-immolation: Ngaba County, Ngaba,
Amdo, Northeastern Tibet

Current status: Hospitalized

Self-immolation ‘trend’ at restive Tibetan monastery
By Michael Bristow, BBC News, Beijing, 4 October 2011

A Tibetan monk has set fire to himself - the fifth one this year - in an apparent
indication of the escalating tension between Tibetans and the Chinese govern-

ment.

The 17-year-old, named as Kelsang Wangchuk, was reported to have been car-
rying a photograph of the Dalai Lama as he set himself alight.

This is the latest in a series of incidents this year at the Kirti monastery, in Aba

County - called Ngaba in Tibetan - in Sichuan province.

As well as the self-immolations, there has been a stand-off between residents
and the security forces, and a row about a group of monks sent for re-education

- an incident that even drew comment from the United Nations.

China has reacted by tightening security at the monastery, launching a series of

criminal prosecutions and criticising the behaviour of some monks.

But it still appears to be struggling to assert its authority in at least this one

Tibetan area.
‘Worrying trend’

News of the latest self-immolation came from campaign groups with contacts

in the area.
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The US-based International Campaign for Tibet said the monk had set himself

on fire on Monday as he shouted slogans against the Chinese government.

China’s state-run Xinhua news agency confirmed the incident had taken place,
saying the police had immediately extinguished the flames. The monk had only
slight burns to his leg, according to Xinhua.

Another campaign organisation, Free Tibet, based in London, also reported
the incident.

“A growing number of Tibetans clearly feel that this is the only way that they
can be heard,” said Stephanie Brigden, the director of Free Tibet.

This is the fifth case of self-immolation in Tibetan areas of western Sichuan
province this year, something Ms Brigden described as a “worrying and abso-

lutely unprecedented” trend.

Thubten Samphel, a spokesman for the Tibetan government-in-exile, said Ti-

betan Buddhism did not accept violence against other people or oneself.

“Whatever the reason for this, it’s a very strong and desperate indication that
the people there are totally unhappy,” he said from the government’s base in

Dharamsala in India.
‘Know nothing’

It is not easy, though, to understand even what is going on in and around the

Kirti monastery, let alone why it is happening,

Kirti has a sister monastery in Dharamsala, and the two sets of monks keep in

touch using mobile phones.

“It seems the monastery is under heavy police and military surveillance,” said
Thubten Samphel, adding that reports had come from this informal network
between the two monasteties.

But, in an indication of just how patchy those links can be, he said the govern-
ment-in-exile learnt about this latest self-immolation only through international

news repofrts.

Telephone calls to the monastery and surrounding town glean little more in the

way of information about what is going on in the area.

Workers at hotels and businesses on Tuesday told the BBC they knew nothing
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about the monk who had set fire to himself.

A person who answered the phone at the monastery was equally unhelpful. “I
don’t know anything about it,” he said.

The Chinese government usually restricts journalists’ visits to sensitive Tibetan
areas - something the US government has recently complained about - so it is

difficult to get on-the-ground information.
And officials are almost always reluctant to talk openly about such incidents.

“Police are investigating the man’s motives,” was the curt comment in the Xin-
hua report about why this latest monk should feel impelled to set himself alight.

Prosecutions

But the Chinese government has not been passive - it has attempted to counter

the discontent being displayed at the Kirti monastery.

Access to Kirti monastery is restricted but this image of a monk’s funeral was

sent to campaigners

In August it sentenced three monks to lengthy prison sentences for helping
another to kill himself through self-immolation in March.

And earlier this year it ordered the “legal education” of monks at the monas-
tery, an incident, among others, that resulted in queries from the UN High Com-

missioner for Human Rights.

It wanted to know what was going on at the Kirti monastery and surrounding

area.

The Chinese government gave perhaps its fullest justification yet for its actions
at the monastery in its reply to the UN.

It accused the monks there of long being engaged in acts “aimed at disturbing

social order”, including vandalism and self-immolation.

“Some monks of the monastery also frequented places of entertainment, pros-
titution, alcohol and gambling, and spread pornographic CD-Roms,” said the
official document from May this year.

China told the UN that forcing the monks into re-education was a “showcase”

of how to manage religious affairs.

Many at Kirti monastery appear to disagree with that view.
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Self-Immolation a ‘Worrying’ Trend
Radio Free Asia, 2011-10-04

Tibetan monks take desperate action to highlight what rights groups say are
Chinese human rights abuses.

Recent self-immolations by desperate Tibetan monks from a monastery under
siege signal an alarming trend and highlight unrelenting Chinese actions to curb
religious rights, according to human rights groups and experts.

“This is an extremely worrying and absolutely unprecedented trend that we
hope will end,” London-based Free Tibet Director Stephanie Brigden said after
Monday’s incident in which a fifth Tibetan monk set himself on fire this year.

The monk, identified as Kalsang Wangchuk, 17 or 18 years old and from Kirti
Monastery in southwestern Sichuan province’s Ngaba (in Chinese, Aba) prefec-

ture, set fire to himself near the vegetable market in Ngaba town.

His upper body was seen to be badly burned and security forces, according
to some accounts, began beating him after the flames were extinguished and

pointed weapons at an angry crowd.

Three other monks from Kirti monastery had set themselves ablaze earlier in a
trend that began in March this year and that led to a security crackdown on the
monastery. According to Free Tibet, only one monk in Tibet was known to have
set fire to himself before this year.

Chinese police and military personnel had then moved in to occupy Kirti mon-
astery, and around 2,000 of its monks now live elsewhere, according to Jampel
Monlam, head of the Tibetan Center for Human Rights and Democracy based

in the northern Indian town of Dharamsala.

“There are Chinese soldiers and police inside the monastery. There are plain-
clothes police there, and they frequently carry out patriotic and law enforcement
propaganda campaigns,” he said.

‘Political re-education’

Chinese authorities frequently carry out “political re-education” of Tibetan
monks, who are put under pressure to renounce their allegiance to Tibet’s exiled

spiritual leader, the Dalai Lama, and pledge loyalty to the ruling Chinese Com-

munist Party.
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Jampel Monlam said that the number of monks and lamas at Kirti had dropped

sharply in recent months, with many being sent away.

“A lot of monks and lamas have been kicked out, and there are only 500 or so
monks left behind there,” he added. ““There used to be more than 2,500, and now
there are only a few hundred. The rest remain outside [the monastery.]”

The self-immolation by the monks underscores the depressing situation in
Kirti, the International Campaign for Tibet said, asking Beijing to review its
Tibetan policies.

It “makes clear that only a change in China’s policies can put an end to the cycle
of desperation that has compelled these Tibetans to sacrifice so much,” said the
group’s president, Mary Beth Markey.

“Since the self-immolation of young monk Phuntsog in March, Kirti monks
have ‘disappeared’ and returned, broken by torture; several hundred of them
have been removed for so-called ‘legal education,” two laypeople have been killed
in trying to protect the monks, and the presence of armed troops has made reli-

gious practice almost impossible,” she said.

“Suicide is seen as the worst kind of taking of life and is prohibited according to
Tibetan Buddhist principles, so their actions are a measure of the anguish these

young monks feel.”

The Free Tibet group’s Brigden said China’s response to the string of self-im-

molations has been a “failure.”

“We hope that China will recognize the failure of such measures to appease

Tibetan grievances,” she said.

Chinese Vice President Xi Jinping—the likely successor to President Hu Jintao,
who must retire from running the Party in late 2012 and from the presidency in
eatly 2013—uvisited Tibet in July to preside over celebrations marking 60 years

since China gained control over the region.

Xi, in his first major speech on Tibet, vowed to crack down on “separatist activ-
ity” in the region and suggested that he will not ease Beijing’s hard-line stance.

Police control

Meanwhile, the whereabouts and condition of Kalsang Wangchuk is not known

as Ngaba town came under strict police control and curfew, with no one allowed
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to enter or leave the area.

Tibetans in Ngaba town declined to speak to RFA’s Mandarin service on Tues-

day, with some hanging up as soon as they heard who the caller was.

“I don’t know about that incident over in Ngaba county,” said one resident of
the area before hanging up the phone.

“Sorry, we’re really busy here,” said another.

An employee who answered the phone at the Ngaba county police department
declined to comment on the latest self-immolation.

“I'm sorry, I don’t really know,” he said. “If you want further information, you’ll

have to contact the legal departments directly.”

http:/ | newsblaze.com/ story/ 20111003172625333.1nb/ topstory.hin!

Kelsang Wangchuk Self-Immolates in New Protest in Tibet
News Blage, 3 October 2011

A 17-year old monk from Kirti monastery immolated himself in Ngaba county
town at approximately 2:00 pm local time today, according to Tibetans in exile
in contact with Tibetans in the area. The monk, Kelsang Wangchuk, carried a
photo of the Dalai Lama and was shouting slogans against the Chinese govern-
ment when he set fire to himself along the main street in Ngaba county, Ngaba
Tibetan and Qiang Autonomous Prefecture, Sichuan province. Full details of the
incident have yet to emerge, but some exiled sources say that he was immediately
surrounded by security personnel, who extinguished the fire and beat Kelsang
Wangchuk before taking him away. Kelsang’s current wellbeing and whereabouts

are unknown.

According to the same Tibetan sources, people in the street and surrounding
area began to gather at the scene and prepared to protest, but the crowd was
quickly dispersed by security personnel. Shortly after the immolation, additional
security forces were deployed in Ngaba county town and at Kirti monastery, in-
creasing an already tense security atmosphere in an area known for its outspoken

expression of the Tibetan identity and frequent peaceful protests.

According to monks from the re-established Kirti monastery in exile in
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Dharamsala, India, pamphlets were distributed and posted around Kirti monas-
tery and the market place in Ngaba county town a few days ago, stating that if
the current security crackdown in the area were to continue, “many more people

were prepared to give up their lives” in protest.

Kelsang Wangchuk, who is from Tsaru’ma village, Chujee’ma township in Ng-
aba county, is the third monk from Kirti monastery to set fire to himself in
the past week. On September 26 Lobsang Kelsang and Lobsang Kunchok, both
believed to be approximately 18-years old, set fire to themselves while shout-
ing “Long live His Holiness the Dalai L.ama,” in a protest also held in Ngaba
county town. After extinguishing the flames, police took the two young monks
into custody. Their current whereabouts and wellbeing remain unknown. (See
ICT report: “Two more Tibetan monks from Kirti monastery set themselves on
fire calling for religious freedom”). According to exile Tibetan sources, one of
the monks is related to Phuntsog, the 20-year old Kirti monk who died after set-
ting fire to himself earlier this year, leading to the current crackdown in the area.
(See ICT report: “Monk immolates himself; major protests at Tibetan monastery

violently suppressed”).

On February 27, 2009, a Kirti monk in his mid-twenties named Tapey set him-
self on fire in protest after local authorities told monks at Kirti monastery that
they were not allowed to observe Monlam, a traditional prayer festival that is
held after Tibetan New Year (Losar). According to several sources from the area,
police shot Tapey before they extinguished the flames and took him into cus-
tody. His whereabouts and current condition remain unknown. (See ICT report:

“Monk in Tibet sets himself on fire; shot by police during protest”).

In nearby Kardze Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture, Sichuan province, a 29-year
old monk named Tsewang Norbu died on August 15 after drinking petrol and
setting fire to himself while calling for freedom and the return of the Dalai Lama
to Tibet. Tsewang Norbu was a monk at Nyitso monastery in Tawu (Chinese:
Daofu) in Kardze, an important historic center of Tibetan religious culture that
was surrounded by military troops following Tsewang Norbu’s protest. (See ICT
report: “Troops surround monastery as Tibetan monk dies after setting himself

on fire & calling for the return of the Dalai Lama to Tibet”).
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Khaying

Age: 18

Occupation: fomer monk

Date of self-immolation: 7 October 2011

Place: Ngaba County, Ngaba, Amdo,
Northeastern Tibet

Current status: Deceased

Choephel

Age: 19

Occupation: former monk

Date of self-immolation: 7 October 2011
Place: Ngaba County, Ngaba, Amdo,
Northeastern Tibet

Current status: Deceased

2 Tibetans set selves on fire in latest protest
By GILLIAN WONG, Associated Press, Beijing, 7 Oct 2011

Two Tibetan men set themselves on fire in southwest China in the latest self-
immolation protest against the Chinese government, state media and a rights

group reported Saturday.

The two former monks, 18-year-old Thongan and 20-yeat-old Tenzin, set them-
selves on fire in Aba county in Sichuan province’s Aba prefecture Friday, accord-
ing to the official Xinhua News Agency.

Xinhua cited an Aba county spokesman as saying the monks were rescued and
were being treated at a local hospital for non-life-threatening injuries.

They are the fourth and fifth Tibetans to set themselves on fire in Aba county

in the past two weeks. Aba prefecture has been the scene of numerous protests
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in past years against the Chinese government. Most are led by monks who are
fiercely loyal to Tibet’s exiled Buddhist leader, the Dalai I.ama, who fled the Hi-
malayan region in 1959 amid an abortive uprising against Chinese rule and is

reviled by Beijing;

Overseas Tibet activist groups gave slightly different accounts of the self-im-
molations. The Washington, D.C.-based International Campaign for Tibet said
the two men were named Choephel, 19, and Kayang, 18, and that they clasped
their hands together as they set themselves alight.

It and the London-based Free Tibet group said there were unconfirmed reports
that Choephel died at the site.

Free Tibet said that it has heard that pamphlets were being distributed saying
that if Chinese policies at Kirti monastery and in Aba town continued, “many

more people were prepared to give up their lives in protest.”

Kirti monastery has seen recurring unrest against Chinese rule for the last three
years. In March, Rigzin Phuntsog, a 21-year-old Kirti monk, died after setting
himself on fire. Phuntsog’s death was seen as a protest against China’s heavy-
handed controls on Tibetan Buddhism and provoked a standoff between secu-

rity forces and monks.

As custodians of Tibet’s Buddhist culture, monks are especially sensitive to
strict Chinese controls over monasteries that they say take precious time away

from religious study and practice.

Kirti monastery is under tight guard by security forces who have been accused
by overseas pro-Tibetan groups of beating onlookers and detaining monks. The

area is off-limits to foreign journalists.

In June, China rejected pressure from a UN. human rights panel to provide
information about more than 300 monks from Kirti whose whereabouts it said

have been unknown since the monastery was raided in April.

Ex-monk burns to death in latest outbreak of Tibetan unrest

By Tania Branigan, Guardian China correspondent, 7 October 2011

Two more young men, believed to be former monks, have set fire to themselves

in the latest self-immolations in a troubled Tibetan area of western China, exiles
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and campaign groups have said.

Choepel, 19, and Khayang, 18, are thought to be from the Kirti monastery in
Aba, Sichuan province, known as Ngaba to Tibetans. Choepel is believed to have
died at the scene while the condition and whereabouts of Khayang are unknown,
Free Tibet said.

The public security bureau in Aba denied any knowledge of an incident. “Noth-
ing like that happened here. I am not aware of the situation,” a spokeswoman
told Reuters, despite claims that police officers had helped extinguish the flames
and beaten the men as they took them to hospital.

Until 2009 experts knew of only one Tibetan self-immolation, by a lay person
living overseas. But today’s death was the second at Kirti within a week — another
monk set fire to himself on Monday — and the seventh in Sichuan within two
and a half years. “This is a new development ... We are all struggling for the right
words to characterise what is happening,” said Kate Saunders of the Interna-

tional Campaign for Tibet.

In August, a court jailed three lamas over the death in March of another monk,
Rigzin Phuntsog, 21, also from Kirti, who set fire to himself. They were accused
of denying him medical treatment by hiding him. Exile groups said the monks
intervened because security officers were beating him, a claim denied by state

media.

The death led to a confrontation with armed police and the number of monks
at Kirti has fallen from about 2,500 to several hundred. Campaign groups said
there was still a high security presence in the town, with conditions further tight-

ened today.

Free Tibet said Choepel had been expelled from the monastery after Phuntsog’s
death. It is not clear why Khayang left, but exiles said his uncle was among 13
people shot dead in March 2008 as riots in Lhasa spilled over into unrest across

Tibetan areas.

“There are many courageous young Tibetans who are determined to draw global
attention to one of the world’s greatest and longest-standing human rights crises
no matter the cost to themselves,” Free Tibet’s director, Stephanie Brigden, said.
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Photos of Khaying and Choephel appear in exile
Phayul.com, Wednesday, December 14 2011

DHARAMSHALA, December 14: More than two months after two young Ti-
betans set their bodies on fire demanding an end to China’s continued occupa-
tion of Tibet and the return of the Dalai Lama from exile, their photos have

finally made its way outside Tibet.

The Dharamshala based Tibetan Centre for Human Rights and Democracy
(TCHRD) yesterday released undated photos of Choephel aged 19 and Khayang
aged 18, both former monks of Ngaba Kirti Monastery in eastern Tibet.

On October 7, at around 11.30 am Tibet time, Choephel and Khayang had set
themselves ablaze in the central town of Ngaba district. Eyewitnesses had told
sources in exile that Choephel and Khayang, with their bodies engulfed in flames
and hands joined in prayers, called for Tibetans to unite and rise up against the
Chinese regime while raising slogans for Tibet’s freedom and the return of the
Dalai Lama.

Both Khayang and Choephel succumbed to their injuries days later in a Chinese

government hospital in Barkham area.

In his last moments, Khayang reportedly told his attendants in the hospital that
he felt gratified with his act of self immolation for the cause of Tibet and felt

no regret whatsoever.
“Please don’t feel sad for me,” were his last words.

The Chinese authorities had declined to hand over Khayang’s body to his family
and instead cremated the deceased at an undisclosed location in Barkham area.
Family acquaintances and the general public were warned against expressing their

condolences to Khayang’s family.

The same day Khayang passed away, China’s official news agency, Xinhua, in a
report had said that Choephel and Khaying were out of danger and that the burn
injuries they had sustained were not life-threatening.

Leading up to his self-immolation, Choephel had reportedly told his colleagues

that the “current atmosphere of repression was unbearable”.

Chinese authorities had refused to hand over possession of Choephel’s body to
his family and issued strict orders to Ngaba public against mourning his death or
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expressing condolences to the deceased’s family.

Local Tibetans in Ngaba district, going against the orders, had for three days
closed down all businesses as a mark of respect and to show solidarity with the

self-immolating Tibetans and their families from October 8 - 10.

hitp:/ | www.independent.co.uk/ news/ world/ asia/ protesters-burn-themselves-to-death-in-
struggle-for-antonomy-2368132.html

Protesters burn themselves to death in struggle for autonomy
By Andrew Buncome & Saransh Sehgal, The Independent, 10 October 2011

The young monk sits in the front of a truck, the skin on his chest charred and
mottled. As the camera pans, you can see that his head is badly burned as well.
There are pink splotches on his body where the skin has apparently disappeared

entirely and the flesh is exposed. The young man doesn’t appear to make a sound.

Lobsang Phuntsog, a Tibetan Buddhist from Ngaba, set himself on fire on the
afternoon of March 16 this year in protest over China’s continued occupation
of his homeland. After a scuffle between monks and police, the young man,
believed to be aged 21, was eventually taken to hospital. He died from his burns

at around 3am the following morning,

His actions that day, the aftermath of which was captured on video footage
seen by The Independent, was the first in a series of self immolations in eastern
Tibet that have now turned into nothing less than a wave. In the past two weeks,
at least five young Tibetans are known to have set themselves on fire, a macabre
and markedly new episode in the struggle for autonomy, and a tactic that could

force the Chinese authorities to review their behaviour.

“The monks are taking extreme steps, sending across messages to the world as
to the reality and situation inside Tibet,” said Kusho Kanyag Tsering, a monk
who fled Tibet as a young boy and who now lives in Dharamsala, in northern
India. “They [give] their lives to show the suffering of the Tibetan people...They
pay [with] their lives for the things they expected and what they want — freedom

and justice.”

Six of the seven immolations that have been recorded this year have centred

on the Kirti monastery in Ngaba, the location of a vociferous anti-Chinese pro-
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test by monks in the spring of 2008 that the Chinese crushed with force. Many
monks were killed. Since then, the authorities have tightened security and put
in place measures the monks say stops their way of life. Messages and footage
smuggled out of the region and passed to colleagues in Dharamsala, headquar-
ters of the Tibetan government-in-exile and home for more than half-a-century
to the movement’s spiritual leader, the Dalai Lama, suggest several thousand
monks have been forced from the monastery in recent months and that those re-
maining struggle to conduct their usual religious rituals. Monks have been forced

to participate in “patriotic re-education” sessions led by Chinese officials.

“The policies are against the monks’ traditional ways which is why the monks
get frustrated and are compelled to do such an act,” said Lobsang Yeshi, a senior
monk at one of the Kirti monastery’s sister complexes, established in Dharamsa-
la. “Nowadays, almost one day or the other, we are hearing news of the grim

situation that is surrounding the monastery.”

The most recent immolations took place last Friday when two teenaged former
monks from Kirti set themselves alight in a main street in Ngaba. According to
information collated by the International Campaign for Tibet (ICT), 19-year-old
Choephel and 18-year-old Kayang — other reports give different names — clasped
their hands together before setting themselves on fire. The flames that engulfed
the two men, who had reportedly been disrobed by the Chinese authorities earlier
this year, were extinguished by security forces and the teenagers were taken to
the Ngaba County People’s Hospital. There are no confirmed details about their

condition and there are reports one of them may have died.

Kate Saunders, a spokeswoman for the London-based ICT, said reports from
Tibet suggested that in the days before the two young men acted, pamphlets had
been found distributed in the town. They warned that if Chinese actions contin-
ued “more people were prepared to give up their lives in protest”. Ms Saunders
said: “This has become a life and death struggle. It’s about sheer survival.”

The incident on Friday followed a similar event a week ago when Kalsang
Wangchuk, an 18-year-old monk from Kirti, set himself alight close to a veg-
etable market in Ngaba, called Aba by the Chinese He was said to have been
holding a photograph of the Dalai Lama and shouted slogans and he set himself
on fire, reportedly incurring serious burns to his chest before the flames were
extinguished. Before that, two more young monks from the monastery, Lobsang
Kalsang and Lobsang Konchok, both believed to be aged either 18 or 19, set
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themselves on fire on September 26. They had reportedly waved a Tibetan flag
and chanted “Love live the Dalai Lama”. Activists say their condition and loca-

tion is unknown.

While the flurry of immolations has centred on Kirti, in August, 29-year-old
Tsewang Norbu drank petrol, sprayed it on himself and set himself on fire in
Tawa, located around 100 miles from Kirti. On that occasion the monk was
reportedly heard shouting various slogans including “We Tibetan people want
freedom” and “Long live the Dalai Lama” before he lit the flame. He is believed
to have died at the scene.

Observers believe the self-immolations represent a distinct new chapter in the
struggle by Tibetans against Chinese rule that has continued since Beijing seized
control in after 1950. With the exception of an incident in Delhi in 1996 and
one in Tibet two years ago — that itself at Kirti - there is no known history of

self-immolation and suicide is deeply frowned upon.

“It is now evident there are many courageous young Tibetans who are deter-
mined to draw global attention to one of the world’s greatest and longest-stand-
ing human rights crises, no matter the cost to themselves,” said Stephanie Brig-
den, director of Free Tibet, a campaign group. “Tibetans are sharing news of this
in online chat rooms and through word-of-mouth, images are being exchanged

via text messages; Tibetans are determined that these acts do not go unnoticed.”

If the immolations continue, they will present a challenge not just for the Chi-
nese authorities, who have yet to comment on the most recent incidents, but
for the broader Tibetan community. During his years as both the spiritual and
political leader of Tibetan Buddhists, the latter a position he handed over to an
elected prime minister earlier this year, the Dalai Lama has always promoted a
moderate, non-violent “middle way”. Last night, a spokesman for Nobel laureate
said he was fully aware of the immolations and “concerned” but had yet to make

a public statement.

But Ogyen Trinley Dorje, the Karmapa, the third most senior figure within the
Tibetan Buddhist community, has spoken on the issue. He recently told Time
magazine: “Monks take a vow that says they are not allowed to end their lives.
But on the other hand, these actions are not for an individual, they are for a
people.”’

Beyond the immediate provocations, experts say Tibetans have grown increas-
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ingly frustrated and upset at the encroachment upon their culture inside Tibet
and the lack of progress during talks with Chinese officials. Personal attacks
upon the Dalai Lama, made with increasing frequency since 1994, also cause

anxiety.

But it seems likely the most direct cause of the immolations is recent Chinese
behaviour at Kirti and elsewhere. Robert Barnett, director of the Modern Ti-
bet Studies Programme at Columbia university in New York, said: “It’s certainly
something new, there is no question about it. We have seen no precedent for this.
This is a new development.”

Already, the immolations, deeply distressing for the Tibetan community and its
supporters are having repercussions. More than a dozen young Tibetans were
arrested yesterday while protesting outside the Chinese embassy in Delhi. In

Dharamsala meanwhile, there have been candle-lit vigils.

Lobsang Wangyal, a Tibetan entrepreneur who lives in the town in the foothills
of the Himalayas, said of what was happening in Tibet: “It is a desperate act by
people who are suffering inside Tibet. It only reflects total failure of Chinese
government policies. The monks are just asking simple things - to pray and to

live with their own culture.”

bttp:] | www.phayni.com/ news/ article.aspx?id=30148>4=1

Khaying passes away in hospital, China says no condolences
By Sherab Woeset, Phayul, October 11, 2011

DHARAMSHALA, October 11: Khaying, a Tibetan in his late teens, who set
himself on fire protesting Chinese rule over Tibet last week, succumbed to his

injuries on October 8 at around 1 pm local time.

In his last moments, Khayang told his attendants in the hospital that he felt
gratified with his act of self immolation for the cause of Tibet and felt no regret

whatsoever.
“Please don’t feel sad for me,” were reportedly his last words.

Khaying along with Choephel, both former monks of Kirti monastery, had
on October 7 set themselves ablaze in the central town of Ngaba, eastern Tibet
protesting China’s repressive policies and occupation of Tibet.
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With hands joined in prayers, both of them had called for Tibetans to unite and
rise up against the Chinese regime and raised slogans for Tibet’s freedom and
the return of the Dalai Lama from exile. Eyewitnesses told sources in exile that
Chinese security personnel arrived at the scene and indiscriminately beat the two
while dousing the fire.

Confirming the report, the exile base of Kirti Monastery in Dharamshala, in a
release yesterday said that the Chinese authorities declined to hand over Khay-
ing’s body to his family and instead cremated the deceased at an undisclosed

location in Barkham area.

Following Khaying’s martyrdom and the multiple instances of self immolation
by Tibetans in the last few months, the release said that the general public of
Ngaba district closed down all businesses for three days from October 8 — 10 in
mark of respect and to show solidarity with their sacrifices.

The report also said that family acquaintances and the general public have been

warned from expressing their condolences to Khaying’s family.

“Chinese security personnel are closely guarding Khaying’s house and have
warned that people mourning Khaying’s death or expressing condolences would

face arrest,” the release said.

Leading up to his self immolation on October 7, Choephel, who is currently
being described in critical condition had reportedly told his colleagues that the

“current atmosphere of repression was unbearable”.

According to the release, monk Kesang Wangchuk, who had set himself ablaze
on October 3 in Ngaba in another protest against Beijing’s rule over Tibet, is
currently admitted in a hospital in Ngaba district.

“Kesang Wangchuk, despite his injuries is facing incessant interrogation ses-

sions and is being subjected to indiscriminate beatings,” the release said.

The same day Khaying passed away, China’s official news agency, Xinhua, in a
report had said that Choephel and Khaying were out of danger and that the burn
injuries they had sustained were not life-threatening.
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Tibet: Town mourns over self-immolation
RFA, 2011-10-10

A town in southwestern Sichuan province which has become the focus of Ti-
betan self-immolation protests was at a near standstill as people mourned the
death of one of two teenagers who set themselves alight in protest against Chi-

nese rule, sources said Monday.

Residents of Ngaba shut down their shops and restaurants for three days from
Saturday following the self-immolation on Friday of Khaying, 18, and Choephel,

19, both from Kirti monastery under siege by Chinese authorities.

Khaying died on Saturday while Choephel is said to be in serious condition,
the sources said, clarifying initial reports last week that that Choephel had suc-

cumbed to serious burns on his body.

They were the latest among seven Tibetans who have set themselves alight this
year in a bid to protest against Chinese rule in Tibetan populated areas and to
highlight human rights abuses allegedly committed by Chinese security forces.

Following Khaying’s death, “all the Tibetan shops and restaurants in Ngaba area
closed their shutters and paid respect to the protesters,” a Tibetan from Ngaba,

who chose to remain anonymous, told RFA.

Most of the Ngaba residents also visited temples and monasteries “to pray for
the deceased soul and the prayers continued for three days,” said Kanyag Tsering,
a monk at Kirti’s sister monastery in Dharamsala in northern India.

Body request denied

Tsering also said that Chinese authorities refused to give the body of Khaying
to his family members, cremating him and only providing the ashes to them.

“The relatives demanded his body to conduct the death rituals but the authori-
ties denied the request,” the Tibetan who spoke to RFA said.

Khaying’s family was allowed to invite only five monks to perform the last rites.

“Around 10 Chinese [security officials] were put on guard outside his house.
Friends and supporters who wanted to reach the family of Khaying to pay their

condolences were barred from visiting the family,” Tsering said.
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On Monday, Kirti monastery monks wanted to approach Khaying’s family to
offer prayers but “the elders from their clan requested the monks not go to
Khaying’s house because the Chinese had threatened to create problems for the
family,” Tsering said.

“So, the monks prayed from afar.”

Khaying had said while receiving treatment in hospital that he wanted to sacri-
fice his life “for the cause of Tibet” and called on the people of Ngaba “not to
worry about his death,” Tsering said.

“Similarly, Choephel, who is said to be in serious condition, had also mentioned
about the sacrifices made by Tibetan monks for the cause of Tibet to several

people a few days before his self-immolation.
“He also talked about the intolerable situation in Ngaba,” Tsering said
Alarming trend

Recent self-immolations by desperate Tibetan monks from Ngaba and else-
where in Tibetan regions of Sichuan signal an alarming trend and highlight
unrelenting Chinese actions to curb religious rights, according to human rights

groups.

On Oct. 3, a Tibetan monk from Kirti set himself on fire while three other
monks from the same monastery set themselves ablaze earlier in a trend that

began in March this year and that led to a security crackdown on the monastery.

According to Free Tibet, only one monk in Tibet was known to have set fire to

himself before this year.

International rights groups have called on Beijing to review its Tibetan policies
to halt the worrying trend of self-immolation, which experts say is the worst
form of killing and goes against all the principles of Tibetan Buddhism

bitp:/ | wwmw.tibetanreview.net/ news.php2id=9702

Fourth of seven self-immolation Tibetan protesters dead
TibetanReview.net, October 13, 2011

The second of the two former monks of Kirti Monastery in Ngaba County,
Sichuan Province, who set themselves on fire on Oct 7 as they protested against
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China’s brutal repression in their homeland has died, bringing to four the num-
ber of such incendiary deaths in Tibet this yeat. Choephel, 19, succumbed to his
burn injury at a hospital in Barkham county of Ngaba Prefecture at around 2:00
pm Beijing Time on Oct 11, said Dharamsala-based Tibetan Centre for Human
Rights and Democracy Oct 12.

His death followed that of his protesting partner Khaying, 18, who died on
Oct 8.

China’s official Xinhua news agency had eatlier said the two were only slightly
injured by fire. The question therefore arises whether the two deaths were due to
the brutality of the police beating which followed the incident.

As in Choephel’s case, the Chinese police were reported to have denied a family
request for the return of Choephel’s body for the purposes of performing the
last rites. They were reported to have permitted only five monks to be invited to
perform the death rituals while the Tibetan public was warned against making

any show of mourning or offering condolences over the death.

A local Chinese official had, however, told the AFP Oct 12 that both Khaying
and Choephel were still in hospital receiving treatment. “I have no information
on whether they are in life-threatening conditions,” the official was quoted as
saying on condition of anonymity. “But they have achieved nothing, it will not

influence government policy decisions.”

The conditions of three other Tibetans who had also immolated themselves in
two separate incidents on Sep 26 and Oct 3 remain unknown. A factsheet posted
on Tibet.net Oct 12 by the exile Tibetan administration said they were in hospital.

http:] | www.phayni.com/ news/ article.aspx?id=30152>4=1

Second death in two days, Choephel passes away
By Sherab Woeset, Phayul, October 12, 2011

DHARAMSHALA, October 12: Choephel, the 19-year old former monk of
Kirti Monastery in Ngaba, eastern Tibet, succumbed to his injuries in a Chinese

government hospital in Barkham area at around 2 pm local time yesterday.

Choephel along with Khaying had set themselves ablaze in the central town of
Ngaba, eastern Tibet on October 7, protesting China’s repressive policies and
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continued occupation of Tibet. Khaying attained martyrdom in the same hospi-
tal a day before on October 10.

With hands joined in prayers, both of them had called for Tibetans to unite and
rise up against the Chinese regime and raised slogans for Tibet’s freedom and
the return of the Dalai LLama from exile. Eyewitnesses told sources in exile that
Chinese security personnel arrived at the scene and indiscriminately beat the two

while dousing the fire.

Leading up to his self-immolation, Choephel had reportedly told his colleagues

that the “current atmosphere of repression was unbearable”.

According to the exile base of Kirti Monastery in Dharamshala, Chinese au-
thorities have refused to hand over possession of the deceased’s body to his

family.

“Choephel’s family has been ordered to limit the number of monks perform-
ing the customary last rite prayers at their home to five,” the monastery said in

a release.

“Similar to the eatlier instances of Phuntsog’s death in March and Khaying’s
passing away, the Chinese authorities have issued strict orders to Ngaba public
against mourning Choephel’s death or expressing condolences to the deceased’s

family,” the release said.

The local Tibetans in the Ngaba district, going against the orders, had for three
days closed down all businesses as a mark of respect and to show solidarity with

the self-immolating Tibetans and their families.

Since March this year, seven Tibetans have been forced to commit the ultimate
sacrifice of torching their bodies as a last resort of peaceful action against the
Chinese government’s repressive policies in Tibet.

Lobsang Phuntsog, Tsewang Norbu, Khaying, and Choephel have all suc-
cumbed to their injuries while Kesang Wangchuk, Lobsang Kalsang and Lobsang
Kunchok are still in critical condition.
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Norbu Damdul

Age: 19

Occupation: nomad

Date of self-immolation: 15 October 2011
Place: Ngaba, Amdo, Northeastern Tibet

Current status: Deceased

Another Self-Immolation; Serious Concerns about Increased Incidents
TCHRD Press Release, 15 October, Dharamsala

We have confirmed reports from Tibet that at around 11:50 this morning (15 Oc-
tober 2011) one more unfortunate incident of self-immolation occurred in the

Ngaba region. This is the eighth incidence of self-immolation in Tibet this year.

Norbu Damdul, who is around 19 years of age, set himself on fire in the Ng-
aba town market. He was seen shouting slogans such as Freedom in Tibet’ and
Return of the Dalai Lama to Tibet.” Chinese police, who routinely patrol in the
area, rushed to the scene where they extinguished the fire and took him away in

a police car.

Eyewitnesses say that Damdul was severely burned but did not die at the scene.

We are awaiting information regarding his current medical condition.

A former Kirti monk, Damdul left his monastery in June 2010. He is from
Choejey Township in Ngaba County.

As a result of the repressive policies put in place by Chinese government au-
thorities around Kirti Monastery, the situation has become so desperate that
Tibet are increasingly turning to self-immolation as the only available form of
protest. Unless local authorities ease the restrictions they have placed on local
people, there are serious concerns that self-immolations may continue to occur

more frequently.
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Yet another self-immolation, the 7th, in eastern Tibet
TibetanReview.net, Oct 17, 2011

In a continuing trend of Tibetan youngsters taking recourse to ever more des-
perate protests in the face of hardening Chinese repression, there has been yet
another self-immolation protest in eastern Tibet. Norbu Damdul, a 19-year-old
Tibetan, set himself on fire and ran in flames in the centre of Ngaba town,
Sichuan Province, about midday on Oct 15, shouting “freedom for Tibet,” re-
ported REA.org and other sources Oct 15.

“I heard loud shouts of ‘Freedom for Tibet’ and ‘Let the Dalai Lama return
to Tibet’ coming from behind me. When I looked back, I saw a person on fire
running towards us,” RFZ4.0rg quoted one of the eyewitnesses as saying. It added
that Chinese police chased the boy as he ran in flames over a distance before they

extinguished the fire, beat him up, bundled him into a car and sped away.

There was no information on the condition of the victim, a resident of Choeje
Township in Ngaba County. Like Choephel, 19, and Khaying, 18, who immolated
themselves while protesting on Oct 7 in the same area, Norbu Dramdul is also
a former monk of the local Kirti Monastery, which has been under particularly
heightened Chinese repression since Mar 16 when the first self-immolation pro-

test of this year took place, carried out by a 21-year-old monk named Phuntsok.

The latest in a string of six self-immolation protests this year, involving eight
youngsters, came as Tibetans and supporters across the free world prepared to
observe a day of fasting and prayers on Oct 19 after the previous incidents.

A crowd of Tibetans was reported to have collected at the scene after the inci-
dent, to be dispersed at gunpoint shortly later by a strong contingent of Chinese
security forces who enforced a security clampdown. All traffic going in or out of

the county was reported to have been blocked immediately.

Eighth self-immolation rocks Tibetan town in China
Asia-Pacific News, Oct 16, 2011

Beijing - A former Tibetan Buddhist monk has self-immolated in a restive area
of south-western China, the eighth such protest this year, Tibetan exile groups
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said on Sunday.

The monk set fire to himself around midday Saturday in Aba town in Sichuan
province, shouting slogans including ‘Freedom in Tibet’ and ‘Return of the Dalai
Lama to Tibet, the Tibetan Centre for Human Rights and Democracy quoted

witnesses as saying.

Norbu Damdul, aged about 19, suffered serious burns but was still alive after
police extinguished the fire and took him away, said the group, which is based in
the Indian town of Dharamsala.

London-based Free Tibet published a similar report on its website.

Both groups said Norbu Damdul had been a monk at the Kirti monastery near
Aba, which is known as Ngaba in Tibetan, until June 2010.

“This is the eighth self-immolation in protest at the persecution of Tibetans
under Chinese rule since March this year,” Stephanie Bridgen, the international

director of Free Tibet, said in a statement.

It provides further evidence that Tibetans now feel that setting fire to them-

selves is their only recourse,” Bridgen said.

The Tibetan Centre for Human Rights and Democracy said self-immolation
was seen as the ‘only available form of protest’ in the face of ‘repressive poli-
cies put in place by Chinese government authorities’ in Aba, especially at the

monastery.

‘Unless local authorities ease the restrictions they have placed on local people,
there are serious concerns that self-immolations may continue to occur more

frequently,” the group said.

It said two more former Kirti monks died last week following their joint self-

immolation in Aba on October 7.

Exiled Tibetans held a rally on Friday in Dharamsala to urge the Chinese gov-

ernment to end its crackdown in Aba.

US-based Human Rights Watch also appealed last week for China to end its ‘ex-
cessive restrictions’” on Tibetan monastic and lay communities in Sichuan prov-

ince.

Since widespread anti-Chinese protests erupted in Sichuan and other Tibetan
areas of China in early 2008, the government had used ‘brutal security raids,



64

arbitrary detentions of monks, increased surveillance within monasteries, and
a permanent police presence inside monasteries to monitor religious activities,’
Human Rights Watch said.

In another sign of unrest, about 200 Tibetans protested eatlier this month in

Sichuan’s Seda county, known as Serthar in Tibetan.

They called for the Dalai Lama’s return and demanded freedom for Tibet after
a large Tibetan flag and a photograph of the Dalai Lama were removed from a
public building in Seda and thrown into the street, reports said.

The Dalai Lama, Tibetan Buddhism’s highest spiritual leader, has lived in exile
since he fled to India in 1959 following a failed uprising against Chinese rule of
Tibet.

bhttp:/ | www.asianews.it] news-en/ Norbu-Damdnl-dies:-three-months-ago-he-set-himself-on-
[fire-for-Tibetan-freedom-23667 . himl

Norbu Damdul dies: three months ago he set himself on fire for Tibetan
freedom
Asia News, 01/11/2012

Dharamsala (AsiaNews) - Norbu Damdul, the Tibetan Monk from Kirti who
had set himself on fire October 15, 2011 is dead. The death occurred on January
5 in a hospital in Barkham, Ngaba, Tibetan Autonomous Region. Norbu was
only 19 years old. Setting himself on fire he had shouted “Freedom for Tibet”
and “Let the Dalai Lama return.”

Since his self-immolation 3 months ago, the young monk had disappeared in
police custody, and nobody knew anything about his condition. At his death, the
Chinese authorities refused to return the body of the young man to his family,
to celebrate the last religious rituals. After they had cremated his remains, Beijing
officials delivered his ashes to family members.

Since March 2011, there have been altogether 15 cases of self-immolation. In
these early days of 2012, three monks have already tried to commit suicide by
setting themselves on fire demanding freedom for Tibet and the return of the
Dalai Lama. Of these, two have died while the third was seriously injured. (NC)
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Norbu Damdul Passes Away
TCHRD, Thursday, 12 January 2012

Norbu Damdul, who self-immolated on 15 October 2011, passed away on 5
January 2012 in a hospital in Barkham, Ngaba Tibetan Autonomous Region.
A former Kirti monk, Norbu Damdul (aged around 19) was taken away by the
Chinese officials after he set himself on fire in Ngaba. Since then, for neatly three
months, his whereabouts and information about his medical condition remained
unknown. As eyewitnesses had said eatlier, Damdul was severely burned but did
not die at the scene. After the death of Norbu Damdul in a Barkham hospital,
the Chinese authorities refused to hand over the possession of the body to the
family, to perform last religious rituals. The Chinese authorities cremated the
body and only the ash was given to Damdul’s family.
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Tenzin Wangmo

Age: 20

Occupation: Nun

Date of self-immolation: 17 October 2011

Place: Sumdo Bridge, Ngaba, Amdo,
Northeastern Tibet

Current status: Deceased

Ninth Tibetan, a Nun, Immolates Herself in Anti-China Protest
By Edward Wong, The New York Times, October 17,2011

BEIJING — A Tibetan nun killed herself Monday by setting herself on fire in a
Tibetan town in western China while calling for religious freedom and the return
of the Dalai Lama, the exiled Tibetan spiritual leader, according to a statement

by an advocacy group based in London.

The nun, Tenzin Wangmo, 20, was the ninth Tibetan to commit self-immolation
since March, the fifth of those to die, and the first Tibetan woman to kill her-
self in this way, said the group, Free Tibet. The self-immolations have all taken
place in restive Tibetan areas of Sichuan Province. All the previous acts involved
monks or former monks; the most recent one took place on Saturday, when a

19-year-old former monk from Kirti Monastery set himself on fire but lived.

Kirti is in the town of Aba, known as Ngaba in Tibetan, and is the focal point
of a long-running repression by Chinese security forces. Kirti was involved in
the widespread Tibetan uprising of 2008, and security around the monastery has
tightened considerably since then. Seven of the eight monks who committed
self-immolation this year came from Kirti.

Tenzin’s nunnery, called Dechen Chokorling, was just three kilometers outside
Aba and near Kirti. Tenzin set herself on fire outside the nunnery around 1 p.m.
on Monday, said the report by Free Tibet, which advocates for Tibetan inde-
pendence and has functioned as an outlet for people inside the Tibetan areas to

repor t news.

“The acts of self-immolation are not taking place in isolation, protests have
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been reported in the surrounding region and calls for wider protests are grow-

ing,” said Stephanie Brigden, director of Free Tibet.

The group also reported that two Tibetans were shot and wounded by security
forces during a protest on Sunday outside a police station in the town of Kege,
known in Tibetan as Khekor. The town is located in the prefecture of Ganzi,
or Kandze in Tibetan. A 29-year-old monk in Ganzi killed himself in August by
setting himself on fire.

Free Tibet identified the two Tibetans wounded on Sunday as Dawa and Druk-
lo. One was shot in the leg and the other in the torso, though it is unclear who
suffered what injury. It is also unclear why security forces opened fire. The condi-

tion of the two Tibetans was unknown early Tuesday morning,

Tibetan nun ‘dies in fire protest’ near China monastery
BBC News, 18 October 2011

A Tibetan nun has set herself on fire near a restive monastery in western China,

in the ninth such incident in recent months, reports say.

The Free Tibet group said the 20-year-old nun, Tenzin Wangmo, died on Mon-

day in Sichuan province’s Aba county.

A witness told Radio Free Asia (RFA) that she called for freedom for Tibet
before she set herself on fire.

Aba county is home to the Kirti monastery, the scene of repeated protests

against Beijing’s rule.

Seven monks from the monastery, which lies in an ethnic Tibetan area of Si-
chuan province, have set themselves on fire there in recent months. An eighth

monk set himself on fire in another part of Sichuan province.

China has since jailed three monks accused of assisting in one self-immolation

and maintains a heavy security presence in Aba town.

‘Protests growing’

Reports said the young nun set fire to herself after midday.

“A nun killed herself by setting her body on fire,” Aba Jigme, a resident, told
RFA. “But she died on the spot after calling for freedom for Tibet and the return
of the Dalai Lama.”
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He said she chose to do it away from the centre of town because of the heavy

Chinese security presence.

On Wednesday the Tibetan exile community is to hold a prayer ceremony for

those who have set themselves on fire.

In a statement, Free Tibet Director Stephanie Brigden said that unrest in Tibet

was “escalating and widening”.

“The acts of self-immolation are not taking place in isolation, protests have
been reported in the surrounding region and calls for wider protests are grow-
ing,” she said.

Free Tibet also reported that two Tibetans were shot by Chinese troops dur-
ing a protest outside a police station in another part of Sichuan province on 16

Octobet.

Their condition was not known and it was not clear why they were shot, the

group said.

This report cannot be confirmed. Foreign media cannot gain access to restive

ethnic Tibetan areas and Chinese state media often do not report these incidents.

Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Liu Weimin told a regular news briefing

he had no information about the nun’s case.

“We believe that promoting and encouraging harm to life is immoral,” he said.

Tibetan nun dies after setting self ablaze
By Elizabeth Flock, The Washington Post, 18 October 2011

A Tibetan nun has died after setting herself on fire, becoming the first woman
known to have self-immolated in the region, BBC reports. She had called for
Tibetan freedom and the return of the Dalai L.ama before she died.

Her death marks the ninth incident of self-immolation in recent months, eight
of which have happened in the Kirti monastery, a monastery in Sichuan province
that has been the site of repeated protests against China’s rule of Tibet.

The incidents show unrest in the country is growing. But Tibetan activists say
it’s striking that this many monks and a nun have chosen self-immolation as their

form of protest.
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The term self-immolation first became known to the English-speaking world
after Buddhist monks set themselves ablaze in protest of the South Vietnamese

regime in 1963.

While Buddhism teaches against violence, self-immolation is approved of in
some forms of Mahayana Buddhism. Buddhist monks often look to the story
of the Bodhisattva Medicine King as example, who in the “Lotus Sutra” set his
body aflame and demonstrated that the body was unnecessary. Buddhism To-
day explains:

Self-immolation, much like an extreme renunciant might abstain from food un-
til dying, could be an example of disdain for the body in favor of the life of the

mind and wisdom.

The Western media’s coverage of self-immolation has also turned it into a dra-
matic, newsy form of protest, presenting the incidents as suicides for the greater

good.

While self-immolation looks very painful — and burning vital tissue certainly
can be — a person who goes into shock or asphyxiates may not feel anything

after the first few moments.

International Campaign for Tibet researcher Zorgyi explained eatlier this month
that whether the self-immolation was painful or not, the increasing trend at Kirti
monastery is an indicator of how badly Tibetans are suffering,

Free Tibet: Nun self-immolates in protest of Chinese policies
By Andrew Moran, The Digital Journal, Oct 18, 2011

Beijing - Tenzin Wangmo, a 20-year-old Tibetan nun, has been the first woman
to set herself on fire in protest of the Chinese government’s policies towards Ti-
bet. Wangmo is the ninth person to self-immolate as a plea for religious freedom

and Dalai LLama’s return.

Digital Journal has reported in the past of many Tibetans self-immolating as a
form of protest against the government of China and their policies towards Ti-
bet. One of the recent cases occurred last month, where two Tibetan monks set

themselves ablaze over China wanting to choose the next Dalai Lama.

The London-based Free Tibet campaign organization issued a press release
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Monday where it announced that unrest and violence continues. Two Tibetans
were shot by Chinese authorities for reasons unknown and one Tibetan nun set

herself on fire.

The two Tibetans, Dawa, who was shot in the leg, and Druklo, who was shot in
the torso, were fired at over the weekend during a protest outside of a local police
station in Khekor Township. Although there are no further details as to the state
of their condition, it was reported that the two men were taken away from the

scene by the local community.

Meanwhile, three kilometres outside of Ngaba Town, Tenzin Wangmo, a
20-year-old Tibetan nun, set herself ablaze as a call for action for religious free-
doms and the return of the Dalai Lama. Wangmo is the first female to self-

immolate.

“The unrest in Tibet is escalating and widening. The number and frequency
of self-immolations is unprecedented. Tenzin Wangmo is the ninth Tibetan to
self-immolate and the first woman. Information from Tibet suggests there are
more who are willing to give their lives determined to draw global attention to the
persistent and brutal violations Tibetans suffer under Chinese occupation,” said

Stephanie Brigden, Free Tibet Director, in the news release.

“The acts of self-immolation are not taking place in isolation, protests have
been reported in the surrounding region and calls for wider protests are growing;
China has already responded with force in one instance we have grave concerns

that greater force may be deployed if protests spread.”

China continues to receive harsh criticism from Western nations and human
rights groups for their treatment towards Tibetans. Chinese authorities jailed
three monks for at least 10 years for helping one monk burn himself to death.

Tibetan nun dies after setting herself on fire in China in protest for greater
religious freedom
By WIL LONGBOTTOM, Mail Online, 19 October 2011

A Tibetan nun has burnt to death after setting herself on fire in western China

in a protest for greater religious freedom.

Free Tibet said the nun, 20-year-old Tenzin Wangmo, set herself alight outside

Dechen Chokorling convent in Sichuan province’s Aba prefecture.
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The group said she chanted slogans and called for the return of Tibet’s exiled
Buddhist leader, the Dalai Lama, before torching herself.

Protest: Tibetan Buddhist monks take part in a rally in New Delhi. A 20-year-
old nun has today died after setting herself alight in a protest for religious free-

dom in China.
It is the latest in a series of self-immolations among the region’s Buddhist clergy.

Although there is no tradition of self-immolation as a form of protest in Ti-
betan society, a total of nine monks and former monks and one nun have set
themselves on fire since March in a desperate bid to draw attention to repression
of Tibetan Buddhism.

Most ignited the flames while calling for Tibetan freedom and the return of the
Dalai LLama, who fled to India amid an abortive uprising against Chinese rule in
1959.

Aged in their late teens and twenties, at least five died from their injuries, while

the condition of the other four is not known.

Free Tibet director Stephanie Brigden said in a statement: “The acts of self-
immolation are not taking place in isolation, protests have been reported in the

surrounding region and calls for wider protests are growing’

Crackdown: Chinese paramilitary police on the streets of Aba after the self-
immolation. The government has blamed the Dalai Lama for not condoning the

acts

China’s Foreign Ministry last week accused the Dalai Lama’s followers of en-

couraging the self-immolations by not denouncing them.

Spokesman Liu Weimin said today he was still seeking information on the latest
incident, but said the government would ‘handle this appropriately’.

‘We believe the encouragement of such behaviour at the cost of human life is

immoral,” he said.

The self-declared Tibetan government-in-exile has described the self-immola-
tions as tragic acts and called for the international community to urge Beijing to
open a dialogue on its policies in Tibet and traditional Tibetan regions of western
China.

A day-long prayer service for the victims and jailed Tibetan political prisoners
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is planned for tomorrow at the Dalai Lama’s headquarters in the Indian town of

Dharmsala.

In a separate incident, security forces shot two Tibetans during a protest outside

a police station.

Tensions have been high across the region since widespread anti-government

protests in 2008.

Communist Party spokesmen in Aba said they know nothing of the shooting.

http:] | www.phayni.com/ news/ article.aspx?id=30196>4=1

Tenzin Wangmo’s self immolation marked with candle light vigil
Phayul, Wednesday, October 19, 2011

DHARAMSHALA, October 19: Hundreds of Tibetans and supporters under
the aegis of the Regional Tibetan Youth Congress (RTYC) and Regional Tibetan
Women’s Association (RTWA)Dharamshala held a candle light vigil yesterday
evening here in the Tibetan exile headquarters.

The marchers walked down from Mcleod Ganj chowk to the Martyr Pillar near
Tsug-la Khang with candles in their hands, saying prayers for nun Tenzin Wang-
mo who died after setting herself ablaze in Ngaba eastern Tibet on October 17.

Tenzin Tsundue, the president of the regional chapter of Tibetan Youth Con-
gress, the largest pro-independence group in exile, urged Tibetans “not to let the

fiery resistance in Tibet die down in waste”.

Since March this year, nine Tibetans have self-immolated in Tibet, protesting
China’s continued occupation of Tibet and demanding the return of the Dalai

TLama from exile.

Tsundue asked the gathering to spread the news of sacrifices by Tibetans inside
Tibet and called upon Tibetans and supporters to participate in the upcoming
global protests to show support and solidarity with the plight of the people in-
side Tibet.

“I urge non-Tibetans also to participate in our protests which are totally based

on nonviolence,” Tsundue said.

“Participate in our protests, not just because you support us, but because you



73

believe in non-violence.”

Sonam Dorje, the Dharamshala Settlement Officer reminded the gathering
that Dharamshala, the seat of the Central Tibetan Administration should be the

nerve centre of all free Tibet activities.

“When Tibetans inside Tibet plan to stage a demonstration, they have already
decided to give up their lives, because they know the consequences,” said Sonam

Dorje.

Encouraging Tibetans to take part in the various upcoming activities in India
and abroad, the Settlement Officer said, “if people in Tibet can sacrifice their

lives, why can’t we sacrifice our time, money and energy.”

Following the self immolation of Tenzin Wangmo, the ninth Tibetan since
March, US State Department spokesman Mark Toner on Tuesday said that the
State Department is “seriously concerned” about the ongoing crisis in Tibet.

“We would urge China and its leaders to respect the rights of Tibetans, to ad-
dress some of the policies in these areas, in Tibetan areas, that have created
tension, and to protect the Tibetans’ unique religious, cultural and linguistic iden-
tity,” Toner said.

http:/ | wwmw.rfa.org/ english/ news/ tibet/ protest-10202011151719.htm!

Monks Held Amid Solidarity Rally
REA, 2011-10-20

Tibet’s restive Kirti monastery continues to be the focus of a security clamp-

down.

Chinese authorities have arrested two more Tibetan monks from a restive mon-
astery in southwestern Sichuan province as Tibetans displayed solidarity with
compatriots who self-immolated in protest against Beijing’s rule, sources said
Thursday.

Security has been tightened in Ngaba (in Chinese, Aba) prefecture, where Tibet-
ans gathered at the county town Wednesday wearing traditional attire and reciting
prayers for five of the nine people who died after setting themselves ablaze this

year.
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The two monks were picked up from the Kirti monastery in Ngaba, from where
hundreds of their peers had been taken away by security forces since the first
self immolation by a young monk at the monastery in March sparked a security
crackdown.

“On the night of Oct. 17, Kirti monk Puntsok, aged 28, of the Siriktsang house
in Naktsangma village, Cha township, was arrested from his room at the mon-
astery by policemen who beat him as they took him away,” Kanyag Tsering and
Lobsang Yeshi, two monks from Kirti’s sister monastery in India’s Dharamsala
hill town, said in a statement to RFA.

“His room was thoroughly searched. His present whereabouts are not known,”

they said.

Earlier, on Saturday, another monk Jigme Choepel of Soruma village, Choeje

township was taken away.
Their whereabouts and reasons for their arrest are uncleat.

Several laypeople were also arrested in Ngaba on Saturday but their names and

other details are not known.
Cremated

In the latest self-immolation protest, a Tibetan nun set herself ablaze and died
Monday.

Tenzin Wangmo, about 20 years old, called for freedom in Tibet and the re-
turn of the Dalai Lama, Tibet’s spiritual leader living in exile in India, before
succumbing to her burns. She was the first female to self-immolate in recent

memory among Tibetans protesting Chinese rule.

“The body of the nun, Tenzin Wangmo, who committed self-immolation pro-
test on Oct. 17 was cremated the same evening by order (from the authorities).
So far, the Chinese government has not publicly acknowledged that the incident
took place,” Tsering and Yeshi said.

On Wednesday, they said, a large number of townspeople wearing Tibetan dress
gathered in the streets of Ngaba county town, reciting prayers and fasting, in a

demonstration of solidarity.

“On two occasions they attempted to stage public protests but were unable
to do so in unison, and police and soldiers wielding firearms moved to disperse
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A few days ago, Chinese authorities held meetings in every township in Ngaba
county to inform the people that monks were disallowed to recite prayers for

those who have died as a result of anti-government protest, the monks said.

The authorities said that “local leaders and family members will be held fully

responsible,” according to the monks.

http:/ [ ireport.cnn.com/ docs/ DOC-691808

Tibetan Solidarity and Unity for Self-Immolation Sacrifices
By Tascsocal, CNN I-report, October 20, 2011, Los Angeles, California

Los Angeles, California — October 19, 2011. All across the globe, Tibetans have
jointly organized and united to perform peaceful demonstrations. This day was
set as Tibetan Solidarity day and planned by the Tibetan Parliament-in-Exile and
the Cabinet. In Southern California, Tibetans expressed their grave concern over
the deteriorating situation inside Tibet and are saddened by the recent tragic
acts of self-immolation in Tibet. At the Chinese Consulate in Los Angeles, the
Tibetan Community has gathered to hold a candle light vigil and prayer session
in Solidarity with Tibetan groups across the globe, to remember and honor all
the recent selfless self-immolation sacrifices by Tibetans in Tibet.We condemn
the People’s Republic of China (PRC) for its ongoing repressive policies against
Tibetans, forcing some young Tibetans to take desperate measures, including set-

ting their bodies on fire as an ultimate symbol of protest.

Since March 2011, nine young Tibetans set themselves on fire in anti-China

protests. The cases of self-immolation include the following:

-Lobsang Phuntsok, 20, set himself on fire on March 16 to mark the March
2008 uprisings in Tibet. He died the following day due to the burns and beatings
by the Chinese Security personnel. That resulted in more protests by the local

population in support of his sacrifice.

-Tsewang Norbu, 29, a monk from Nyatso monastery, Kham Tawu, self-immo-

lated and succumbed to his injuries on August 15, 2011.

-Lobsang Kalsang, 18. Lobsang Phuntsok’s younger brother, set himself aflame

on September 26. He was hospitalized, but no information has been made avail-
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able about his condition or whereabouts.

-Lobsang Konchok, 19, set himself on fire along with Lobsang Kalsang on the

same day. His condition and whereabouts are also not known.
y

-Kelsang Wangchuk, 17, a novice monk, set himself on fire on October 3 and
sustained serious head injuries during detention. His condition and whereabouts

are also unknown.

-Khaying, 18, committed self-immolation on October 7. Khaying was taken
to Bharkham hospital, where he succumbed to his injuries the next day. The
authorities refused to hand over his body for fear of more public protests. His

family received only his ashes and bones.

-Choephel, 19, set himself on fire along with Khaying on the same day and died
on October 11.

-Norbu Damdul, 19, a former monk of Kirti Monastery set himself on fire in
the Ngaba district market at 11.50 am on October 15, 2011. He was taken away

by the police and his condition and whereabouts are still not known.

-Tenzin Wangmo, 20, a nun of Mame Dechen Chokorling nunnery (also known
as Mame nunnery) and from Shakoma Village in Ngaba, lit herself at a crossroad
near her nunnery around 1 pm on October 17, 2011. She is reported to have died

at the scene.

All the victims of self-immolation have raised slogans demanding freedom for
Tibet, freedom of religion, language, movement, speech, and an end to discrimi-

nation & return of His Holiness, the Dalai L.ama to Tibet.
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Dawa Tsering

Age: 38
Occupation: Monk
Date of self-immolation: 25 October 2011

Place of self-immolation: Kardze, Kham, Eastern Tibet

Current status: Unknown

Yet Another Self-Immolation in Kandze
TCHRD, Tuesday, 25 October 2011

Sources to Tibet report that yet another monk self-immolated in Kandze
County, Sichuan Province today (25 October 2011). At around 9.30 a.m Tibet
local time, the fifth incident of self-immolation this month, monk Dawa Tsering,
poured petrol on his body and set himself afire during the annual religious Cham
dance ceremony in Kandze. While on fire, monk Dawa Tsering raised slogans
demanding the return of H.H the Dalai Lama, equality, and freedom in Tibet.
Other monks who were gathered there for the religious ceremony tried to extin-
guish the flames and then immediately took the injured monk to Kandze People’s
Hospital in the monastery car. A Kandze monastery monk, Dawa Tsering, aged
around 38, is son of father Delek and mother Dontso. Monk Dawa’s health is
described critical. Latest reports fear that chances of his survival are very less.

Kandze monastery monks have brought him back to the monastery.

hitp:/ | wwm.rfa.org/ english/ news/ tibet/ immolate-10252011102725. himl

Sichuan Monk Sets Self Ablaze
RFEA, 2011-10-25

A Tibetan monk in a remote region of China’s Sichuan province set fire to him-
self before a large crowd on Tuesday, the 10th self-immolation protest against
Chinese rule.

Dawa Tsering, 31, set himself alight during an annual ritual gathering at a mon-
astery in the Kardze Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture after calling on Tibetans to
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unite against Beijing’s rule in Tibetan-majority areas, witnesses said.

“The monk self-immolated in the vicinity of the [Kardze] Monastery, at the
monks’ usual annual gathering, as the ritual dance was going on,” a monk from

Kardze (in Chinese, Ganzi) Monastery in southwestern China told RFA.

“Most of the witnesses were monks, and there weren’t many laypeople there at

the time,” the monk said.

“He was shouting long live His Holiness the Dalai Lama,” referring to Tibet’s
spiritual leader the Dalai Lama, who is living in exile in India.

Dawa Tsering was rushed to the Kardze People’s Hospital in a monastery ve-
hicle after the flames were extinguished by fellow monks. Several police officers
stationed at the monastery followed the monks to the hospital, and reinforce-

ments arrived later and cordoned off the area, sources said.

A second Kardze monk said the monk had refused any form of medical treat-

ment.

“His head is badly burned, he cannot speak, and he is just lying there, staring,

fully covered in bandages,” the second monk said.

“His head, neck, nose, were all badly burned and the skin has peeled off. He

refused any medication and told the monks to let him die.”
Prayer

Meanwhile, an exile Tibetan monk identified as Choegyal from a monastery in
southern India said the clothes of some people close to Dawa Tsering, when he
doused himself with petrol and set light to himself, had also caught fire.

“Before the self-immolation, the monk offered a [prayer] to the throne of re-
vered Lhanda LLama, he then went to do a incense burning [offering], and put up

prayer flags,” Cheogyal said.

“He then doused himself with kerosene oil over his head; a few of the people
standing near him had their clothes catch fire.”

Choegyal said Dawa Tsering was taken back to Kardze Monastery after receiv-

ing bandages at the hospital.

“At the hospital, he was wrapped up, and was told that he may not survive, so
the monks of Kardze Monastery brought him back to the monastery,” he added.
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Dawa Tsering, a native of nearby Yepa village, had been at Kardze Monastery

for seven years prior to his self-immolation.

Kardze has been the scene of repeated Tibetan protests, both by individuals
and by small groups, despite the threat of detentions and violent assaults against
protesters by Chinese police.

On Aug. 15, Tsewang Norbu, a 29-year-old monk from Kardze’s Nyitso Monas-
tery, set fire to himself outside the Tawu county government offices after hand-
ing out leaflets calling for human rights for Tibetans and the return of the Dalai

Lama.
Nun

Last week, a nun set herself ablaze and died in Ngaba (in Chinese, Aba) pre-
fecture, marking the first female self-immolation case in recent memory among
Tibetans resisting Chinese rule.

Tenzin Wamgmo, about 20 years old, called for freedom for Tibet and the re-
turn of the Dalai Lama, Tibet’s spiritual leader living in exile in India, before
succumbing to her burns.

Ten Tibetans, mostly monks from Sichuan’s Ngaba prefecture, have self-im-
molated this year, and at least five have died, saying they wanted to sacrifice
their lives to protest rule by Beijing and alleged human rights abuses by Chinese
security forces.

hitp:] | wwm.phaynl.com/ news/ article.aspx?id=30231»1=1

Fire spreads in Tibet — Monk self immolates in Kardze
By Sherab Woeser, Phayul, October 25, 2011

DHARAMSHALA: Phayul is receiving confirmed information from Tibet that
another Tibetan monk self-immolated in an apparent protest against China’s oc-

cupation today.

According to sources in exile, Dawa Tsering a 38 year-old monk from Kardze
Monastery in eastern Tibet set himself ablaze at around 9.30 am local time.

A monk from Sera Jey monastery in south India, Lobsang Dakpa, while con-
firming the news told Phayul that Dawa Tsering self-immolated within the walls
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of the Kardze Monastery.

“Dawa Tsering was engulfed in flames as he shouted slogans for the return of
His Holiness the Dalai Lama from exile and the re-unification of the Tibetan
people,” Dakpa said.

Chinese security personnel who have been stationed in the monastery since the

2008 pan-Tibet uprisings, arrived at the scene and doused the flames.

According to sources, Dawa Tsering refused medical attention and is currently

being described in critical condition with severe burn injuries.

“When the Chinese police tried to take Dawa Tsering away, he cried and pleaded

not to be taken away,” Dakpa said.

As of now the situation in and around the monastery is being described as tense
with monks protecting Dawa Tsering inside the monastery and armed Chinese

security guards surrounding the monks and the monastery.

This is the tenth instance since March this year when Tibetans inside Tibet have
set themselves on fire demanding the return of the Dalai Lama from exile and

protesting Beijing’s repressive policies in Tibet.

hitp:/ | wnmw.phaynl.com/ news/ article.aspx?id=32138

Recuperating Tibetan self-immolator faces jail threat, Financial difficulties

Phaynl, 17 September 2012

DHARAMSHALA: A Tibetan self-immolator, who is reportedly making good
recovery from his burn injuries, faces an uncertain future coupled with jail threats

and a slim chance of re-entering his monastery.

Dawa Tsering, a monk at the Kardze Monastery in eastern Tibet, set himself
on fire within the walls of his Monastery on October 25, 2011 during a religious
ceremony. While engulfed in flames, he shouted slogans for the return of His
Holiness the Dalai Lama from exile and the re-unification of the Tibetan people.

The Dharamshala based rights group Tibetan Centre for Human Rights and
Democracy in a release today said Dawa Tsering’s health condition is “quite well”
and “longs to return back to his monastery” citing an unnamed source with con-

tacts in the region.
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“But his future remains unknown and uncertain because he might not be al-
lowed to return back to his monastery. Instead, he would be jailed at any time,”
TCHRD said.

In a latest picture released by the group, the severity of Dawa Tsering’s burn

injuries is clearly visible.

Soon after his self-immolation protest, Dawa Tsering had refused medical at-

tention and pleaded not to be taken away by the Chinese security personnel.
His family has been taking care of him at their home in Kardze.

“But the family is facing financial problems as they struggle to meet Dawa’s
medical expenses,” TCHRD said.

Kardze has witnessed repeated protests since the mass uprisings of 2008. Tse-
wang Norbu, a 29-year old monk from Nyitso monastery in Kardze passed away
on the spot after setting himself ablaze protesting China’s continued occupation
of Tibet and demanding the return of His Holiness the Dalai Lama from exile
on August 15, 2011.

A few months later in November, Palden Choetso, a 35-year old Tibetan nun
from the Ganden Jangchup Choeling nunnery in the same region, passed away
immediately after setting her body on fire demanding the return of the Dalai
Lama to Tibet.

In April this year, more than 2000 Tibetans carried out a mass protest in Kardze,
demanding the release of around 250 Tibetans who were arrested after Chinese
authorities ordered the closure of a locally founded Tibetan organisation called

the ‘Dayul Unity Association.’

The Tibetan Parliament-in-Exile, which is currently holding its fourth session in
Dharamshala, dedicated the entire proceedings of the first day to deliberate on
the critical situation inside Tibet.
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Palden Choetso

Age: 35

Occupation: Nun

Date of self-immolation: 3 November 2011
Place: Tawu, Kham, Eastern Tibet

Current status: Deceased

Horrifying video of Tibetan nun in flames on street in latest self-immola-
tion protest against China
By Bavin Allen, Daily Mail, 22 November 2011

This is the horrifying moment a nun stood ablaze in a Chinese street having set
herself alight in protest at the country’s treatment of Tibet.

The video was released by protest group Students for a Free Tibet and is be-
lieved to be footage of Palden Choetso, 35, who burned herself to death on
November 13.

In the video the Tibetan Buddhist nun stands in the road in Dawu, Ganzi pre-
fecture in Sichuan province, southwest China, self-immolates and then collapses

to the ground.

The video, which cannot be independently verified, was smuggled out of the
country and given to Students for a Free Tibet, which has released it to the media.

It has also been posted on Youtube.

This is the latest in a wave of self-immolations that have taken place as Tibetans
make the ultimate sacrifice in a bid to draw the world’s attention to their region’s
plight.

In March this year, a teenage Tibetan monk named Lobsang Rabten fled over
the Himalayas to India after a childhood friend set himself ablaze in protest
against China’s campaign of forced ‘re-education’ at their monastery.

By the time the seventeen-year-old reached the safety of India’s Tibetan exile
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capital of Dharamsala in October, eleven young monks and nuns had followed

his friend Phuntsog’s example. At least six have died.

“There are so many ways to protest, but Phuntsog’ self-immolation was a com-
pletely different strategy, said Rabten, speaking at a refugee reception centre

outside Dharamsala where he had arrived days eatlier.
It really demonstrates his dedication and sincerity towards freedom.’

The wave of self-immolations reveal the desperation among Tibet’s youth after
60 years under Beijing’s thumb. But it is also a moral and policy dilemma for Ti-

bet’s spiritual leader, the Dalai Lama, and a new generation of exiled politicians.

The Dalai LLama fled to India in 1959 with hundreds of followers and they set
up base in Dharamsala, a town in the Himalayan foothills about 400 km (250
miles) north of New Delhi.

The deaths raise theological questions about non-violence and highlight a long-
standing schism between the elderly Dalai Lama’s softly, softly approach to China

and activists who want to fight for independence.

‘It’s almost regular now, I get these kind of updates, this morning I was woken
around 7am by a phone call saying someone, a monk, self-immolated himself;

said Lobsang Sangay, the Tibetan government-in-exile’s prime minister.
A Tibetan in Nepal had set fire to himself that day.

Indian born, Harvard educated Sangay is in a tough position - under pressure
from his generation of exiles who see no progress from the Dalai Lama’s mea-
sured approach to China, but also shouldering a huge responsibility not to in-

flame tensions in Tibet and risk the lives of his compatriots.

‘We do not encourage any protests inside Tibet, because we know the conse-
quences,” he said, but added it was his duty to give voice to men and women who

chose such drastic steps.

In asign of increased activism, his government has promoted events in solidar-

ity with a quiet protest movement in Tibet called “White Wednesday’.

Unlike the self-immolation of street vendor Mohamed Bouazizi in Tunisia that

sparked the Arab revolutions, in Tibet no large-scale uprising has followed.

Instead, since 2008, each Wednesday, a day considered auspicious for the Dalai

Lama, an unknown number of Tibetans shun Chinese businesses, attend monas-
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teries, wear traditional dress and speak in their own language.

Many of the self-immolators, including Phuntsog, were linked to Kirti, a large
monastery in western Sichuan that has emerged as a centre of defiance to China’s

controls.

The internet, digital photography and mobile phones have helped the monks
get news and videos of the protests to a sister monastery in Dharamsala, some-

times within hours of an immolation.

China considers the Dalai Lama a dangerous separatist and hopes Tibetan re-
sistance will fade when the 76-six-year-old dies. It says it has brought economic

growth and education to a backward society previously ruled by a theocracy.

The Nobel Peace Prize-winning Dalai Lama has for years said he is seeks au-
tonomy and religious freedom in Tibet, not independence. This “middle way”
policy has never convinced Beijing. Many exiles say the fight must be for full

independence.

However, for many young Tibetans the use of non-violence is not producing
results and one youth leader even suggested that a symbolic suicide was no longer
enough to grab the world’s attention.

Tenzin Chokey, general secretary of the Tibetan Youth Congtress, said: ‘How

many more lives exactly does the world need?

Is it the method? Is it too soft for the world? Because you are only taking your
own life and not that of others?’

If we had independence as a goal, and if that is what we push for, the world

leaders will also have to respond to the voice of the Tibetan people’

http:] | www.phayni.com/ news/ article.aspx?id=30390>4=1

Palden Choetso’s self-immolation video surfaces in exile
Phayul, Monday, November 21, 2011

DHARAMSHALA: Powerful new footages of Tibetan nun Palden Choetso’s
self-immolation on November 3 in Tawu, eastern Tibet and protests by thou-

sands of Tibetans following her death have been smuggled out of Tibet.

One of the clips shows Palden Choetso, the 35-year-old nun from Geden
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Choeling Nunnery in Tawu, standing upright near a busy street with her entire
body engulfed in flames. In the short clip (viewer discretion is advised), Palden
Choetso is seen standing still without showing any signs of physical pain as Ti-
betans at the background can be heard offering prayers to the Dalai Lama.

A woman dressed in chuba (Tibetan tradition dress) walks up to Palden Choet-
so’s burning body and throws a khatak (Tibetan white scarf).

In a press statement at the release of the footages, Tenzin Dorjee, Executive
Director of Students for a Free Tibet said that Tibetans everywhere are passing
through an “extremely difficult time.”

“This footage shows not only the desperation but also the determination of
Tibetans to fight for their freedom at any cost,” Dorjee said.

Another clip shows a group of nuns leading a protest following Palden Choet-
so’s self-immolation. In their cries of pain and agony, the nuns could be heard

calling Tibet’s freedom.

In another clip, thousands of Tibetans are seen carrying out a candle light vigil
eatly in the morning of Palden Choetso’s funeral on November 6. The Tibetans
carrying candles could be seen waiting in long lines to offer their last respects to
Palden Choetso.

In the release, Tawu Lobsang Jinpa, a former political prisoner from Tawu who
escaped to India last February noted that the crackdown in Tawu continues with

surveillance cameras monitoring every movement of the monks.

“Her ultimate act of nonviolent protest galvanised the entite community to
openly and publicly offer their respects and solidarity in spite of China’s military
clampdown in the region,” said Jinpa.

Since March this year, 11 Tibetans have set themselves ablaze protesting China’s

occupation of Tibet and demanding the return of the Dalai Lama from exile.

In the release, Tenzin Jigdal, Program Director of SFT, India urged world lead-
ers to “respond to the crisis” in Tibet with multilateral pressure on the Chinese
government.“The Tibetans in these videos have risked everything to have their
voices heard. Their actions must be a wakeup call that China’s repression will

only stop if the world intervenes now,” said Jigdal.



86

http:/ | articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/ 2011-11-04/ india/ 30359035_1_tibetan-par-

liament-in-exile-government-in-exile-free-tibet

In fresh protest, nun immolates self inside Tibet
Times of India, 4 November 2011

SHIMLA: Self-immolation by monks and nuns inside Tibet in protest against
China is continuing as a nun, Palden Choetso, immolated herself at a nunnery in

Kham Tawu, eastern Tibet, at around 12 noon on Thursday.

She is the 11th Tibetan to set herself on fire in a wave of self-immolation pro-

tests that have taken place since March this year.

According to the official website of Tibetan government-in-exile, Palden
Choetso, also known as Choesang, (35), from Jangchup Choeling nunnery near
Nyitso monastery in Kham, set herself on fire while chanting “Long live His
Holiness the Dalai L.ama”, “ Free Tibet” and “Let His Holiness return to Tibet”
at a public prayer session held at Tawu Namgyal Stupa. She succumbed to her

burn injuries.

With this, six people have so far died inside Tibet, while the condition of five is
unknown. Tibetan parliament-in-exile had recently held a day-long special prayer

service.

As the news reached McLeodganj, headquarters of exiled government and
home of Dalai I.ama, Tibetan cabinet (Kashag) issued a statement that as a mark
of respect, the Kashag and the Tibetan parliament-in-exile will jointly hold a
prayer ceremony for all those departed souls at Tsuklakhang (main monastery),

on Friday.

“The Kashag would like to make it clear that it stands in solidarity with people
in Tibet who endure continued suppression under the Chinese authorities, whose
short-sighted policies have driven eleven Tibetans to set themselves on fire till

now,” said the official statement.

Kashag added that instead of addressing the real problems that drive Tibetans
to commit self-immolation, Xinhua, the official news organ of the Chinese gov-

ernment, blames Tibetans in exile for instigating such desperate acts.
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bitp:/ | wwmw.theblaze.com/ stories/ shock-vid-shows-alleged-buddbist-nun-engulfed-in-flames/

SHOCK VID SHOWS ALLEGED BUDDHIST NUN ENGULFED IN
FLAMES
By Billy Hallowell, The Blaze, November 22, 2011

BEIJING (The Blaze/AP) — A Tibetan rights group has released graphic vid-
eo of what it says is a Buddhist nun engulfed in flames on a city street in one of

several apparent self-immolation protests against Chinese rule.

The video, released Monday by Students for a Free Tibet, purports to show
Palden Choetso, whose death on Now. 3 in predominantly Tibetan Ganzi prefec-

ture in Sichuan province had previously been reported.

The video shows a woman in nun’s robes standing on a street corner covered in

bright red flames. She collapses to the ground after about 15 seconds.

Additional footage shows about 10,000 mourners gathering at a monastery for
a candlelight vigil on Nov. 6 to pay their respects to the 35-year-old nun while

about 1,000 monks and nuns hold prayers inside.

The video also shows Chinese security forces in riot gear shadowing monks and
nuns taking part in a protest march, and a column of armored paramilitary police
patrol vehicles traveling down a country road. The New York-based Students of

a Free Tibet said it obtained the video from sources in the region.

China restricts journalists” access to Tibetan areas of western China and to Ti-

bet itself, and it is nearly impossible to verify statements about conditions there.

At least 11 monks, nuns, and former monks have self-immolated this year in
what are seen as acts of desperation in the face of tightening controls over Ti-
betan life and Buddhist culture.

Most ignited the flames while calling for Tibetan freedom and the return of
their spiritual leader, the Dalai Lama, who fled to India amid an abortive uprising

against Chinese rule in 1959.

China claims Tibet has always been part of its territory, but many Tibetans say
the Himalayan region was virtually independent for centuries.

Authorities routinely deny Tibetan claims of repression, although they have
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confirmed some cases of self-immolations and accused supporters of the Dalai
Lama of encouraging such acts. The Dalai Lama and representatives of the self-

declared Tibetan government-in-exile in India say they oppose all violence.

http:/ | www.voanews.com/ content/ self-immolations-in-chinas-tibetan-areas-marfk-a-shift-in-
the-tibet-movement-138556309/151459.html

Self-Immolations in China’s Tibetan Areas Mark Shift in Tibet Movement
Voice of America, February 01, 2012

Since last March, at least 16 Tibetans, mostly monks and nuns, have set them-

selves on fire in protest of Chinese government policies.

Although initially these self-immolations were largely isolated to a Tibetan area
in southwestern China, they have spread and grown in number. Between March
and the end of September last year, four Tibetans set themselves on fire in pro-
test. From October until the end of last month, another 12 followed in their

footsteps. Four occurred in January alone.

Very few of these self destructive acts have been caught on camera, but one
self-immolation that has made it to the outside wotld was that of Palden Choet-
so, a nun from a Tibetan area in southwestern China’s Sichuan province. In the
video, she stands as the flames engulf her body and she later falls to the ground.

Palden Choetso set herself on fire in November and was the 11th Tibetan to

resort to this extreme form of protest.

In the wake of her death, nuns rallied to mark her sacrifice. And between their
cries of despair came calls for Tibetan independence from China. A candlelight

vigil was held and Tibetans formed long lines to pay their respects.

Robbie Barnett, a Tibet specialist at Columbia University in New York, says that
as the number of self-immolations grows and spreads to more areas, Tibetan

patience in China appears to be running out.

“There is more nationalism in these Tibetan areas than there was probably at
any time in history. And this has come probably as a result of bad Chinese
policies that have gotten more tough and more aggressive in the last 15 years

especially.”’
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The wave of self-immolations during the past year began in March, when a
20-year-old monk Phuntsong set himself on fire to mark the third anniversary of

a bloody Chinese crackdown on protests at the Kirti monastery in Aba.

But Phuntsong’s self-immolation was not the first. The precedent for this form
of protest was set in February 2009, when a monk from the same monastery set

himself on fire.

The Washington-based International Campaign for Tibet says that monk,
named Tapey, self-immolated after local authorities banned monks at the mon-
astery from observing a traditional prayer festival during the Tibetan New Year.
During the past year, six of the first eight self-immolations were carried out by
Kirti monks, but gradually the incidents have spread.

Steve Marshall, a senior advisor for the US. Congressional-Executive Com-
mission on China, has spent more than two decades researching human rights

violations in Tibet.

“What we’re having as these immolations move out, we are having precedents
set in more and more counties,” Marshall said. “We’re seeing precedents estab-
lished for self-immolation and this is something Tibetans are going to remember

for a long, long time.”

China has tightened security in Tibetan areas where the immolations have oc-

curred and branded those who burn themselves to death as terrorists.

Beijing also has accused Tibet’s exiled spiritual leader, the Dalai Lama, of sup-
porting the acts, an accusation the Dalai L.ama and the Tibetan government in

exile deny.

The head of the Tibetan government-in-exile, Lobsang Sangay, says his ad-
ministration does not encourage any form of protest in China because of the

consequences of such actions.

“If you protest in Tibet, more often than not you get arrested or beaten up,

sometimes tortured. Sometimes you disappear; sometimes you die.”

Acts such as self-immolation, Lobsang and analysts say, show how desperate

Tibetans in China have become.

In Aba and other Tibetan areas, an increase in religious regulations in recent
years has put more pressure on monks and nuns, micromanaging their lives and

limiting their freedom of movement, says Steve Marshall of the U.S. Congressio-
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nal-Executive Commission on China.

“These get down to a level of detail [such as| what kind of a ringtone should
you have on your phone, what TV programs can you see, can you have a pic-
ture of the Dalai Lama. Very, very petty details about daily life for monks and
nuns. More importantly, they control things like can you go anywhere else to
hear religious teaching. And if you do go somewhere else, you will have to have

permission.”

Columbia University’s Robbie Barnett says self-immolations also mark a depar-
ture from the past, when the situation in Tibet was largely protested by exiles and
the Dalai Lama.

“The immolations are marking a very important change, where what is going
to happen for the future in Tibet is going to be decided by the decisions of the
people inside Tibet,” Barnett said. “And these immolations are a very visible, very

tragic kind of decision, but they are a political statement.”

It is unlikely, analysts say, that protests against Chinese policies in Tibetan areas
and self-immolations will end any time soon, especially when the Beijing govern-
ment’s response so far has been to increase security and the repression of human

rights.

Thousands Gather over Nun’s Death
RFA, 2011-11-06

Thousands of Tibetans gathered on Sunday near a monastery in China’s Si-
chuan province for the cremation of a nun who died last week in the 11th self-

immolation incident in Tibetan-populated areas this year.

Palden Choetso, a 35-year-old nun from a nunnery in Tawu (in Chinese, Daofu)
county in Kardze (in Chinese, Ganzi) prefecture, set herself on fire while chant-
ing slogans calling for freedom for Tibet.

On Sunday, several thousand Tibetans gathered near the Tawu Nyitso monas-

tery as monks and nuns held prayers inside.

Separately on Friday, a Tibetan exile set himself on fire in front of the Chinese
embassy in India’s capital New Delhi in protest against Chinese policies in the

region.
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Police intervened and put out the fire. The protester, named by fellow activists

as Sherab Tsedor, 25, suffered minor burns.

Tsedor had written a statement before the incident calling for worldwide sup-

port for Tibetans against the “ongoing repressive measures” imposed by China.

Tibetan regions have seen a crackdown on monasteries and harassment of

monks by Chinese authorities.

On the same day as the demonstration in New Delhi, China urged condemna-
tion of the self-immolations.

“Not condemning self-immolations but playing them up and inciting others
to follow examples is challenging the common conscience and moral bottom
line of humankind,” Foreign Ministry Spokesman Hong Lei said, according to
Agence France-Presse.

He added that the suicide attempts are “related to separatist forces overseas.”

The U.S. State Department urged China to address policies contributing to ten-

sions among Tibetans.

Spokesman Victoria Nuland said Friday, “We have consistently and directly
raised with the Chinese government our concerns about Tibetan self-immola-
tions and we have repeatedly urged the Chinese government to address its coun-

ter-productive policies in Tibetan areas that have created tensions.”

Tibet’s spiritual leader the Dalai Lama expressed sadness about the self-immo-

lations.

“Speaking as an ordinary Tibetan and a Buddhist monk, these incidents of self-
immolation are very very sad,” the Dalai Lama said at a press conference while

traveling in Japan on Friday.

Who is fanning Tibet’s flames?
By Damian Grammaticas, BBC, 7 November 2011

It was just a few minutes to one in the afternoon last Thursday.

Standing at a road junction in a town in Sichuan, in south-western China, was

a young woman.

Without warning, she doused herself in petrol - she may even have drunk some
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- and then set fire to herself.

Tibetans say her name was Palden Choetso; she was 35 years old and had been
a Tibetan Buddhist nun since the age of 20. Official Chinese reports gave her

name in Chinese as Qiu Xiang,
Her death, it is thought, was swift and, one can only imagine, agonising.

So what drives someone to such an awful, desperate step? In fact, what drives

11 people to willingly burn themselves like this?
‘Desperate situation’

That is what has happened so far this year in Aba and Garze (known in Tibetan
as Ngaba and Kardze), both Tibetan areas of Sichuan.

Two of those who set fite to themselves have been nuns; nine of them were
men, monks or former monks. Six of the eleven have died, the fate of the others

is not know.
Palden Choetso (or Qiu Xiang) was the oldest; the youngest was 18.

This wave of self-immolations is unprecedented. So what is happening in these

Tibetan communities? Who or what is fanning the flames?

China is keeping foreign journalists out of the areas. Tibet’s exiled leadership
says those who set fire to themselves shouted slogans as they did so: “Long live
his holiness the Dalai .ama”, “Let the Dalai L.ama return to Tibet”, and “Free-
dom for Tibet”.

On Monday the Dalai LLama, speaking in Japan, said: “Some kind of cultural
genocide is taking place... that is why you see these sorts of sad incidents happen,

due to the desperateness of the situation.”

Tibet’s Prime Minister-in-exile Lobsang Sangay has been more explicit. “The
monks and nuns who immolated themselves were sacrificing their bodies to draw

the world’s attention to Chinese repression in Tibet,” he said.

“While the leadership in exile does not encourage self-immolation,” Mr Sangay
added, “we must focus on the causes... the continuing occupation of Tibet and
the Chinese policies of cultural repression, cultural assimilation, economic mar-

ginalisation and environmental destruction.”
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‘Inciting’

Unsurprisingly, China has pointed the finger straight back. The Xinhua news
agency said of Qiu Xiang’s death that “initial investigation showed the case was
masterminded and instigated by the Dalai LLama clique, which has plotted a chain

of self-immolations in the past months for splitting motives”.

China’s Foreign Ministry spokesman Hong Lei criticised the exiled leaders for
“refusing to denounce the self-immolations”, charging that instead “they are

publicising these events, and inciting further immolations”.

The US Department of State has weighed in too, saying it has “repeatedly urged
the Chinese government to address its counter-productive policies in Tibetan

areas that have created tensions”.

Amid the finger-pointing one thing is clear. The immolations have gone on and

on.

The first was by a 20-year-old monk called Phuntsog in March. China respond-
ed by deploying thousands of armed police, locking down monasteries, pressut-
ing many monks to undergo “patriotic re-education”, and shipping hundreds

more away to an unknown fate.

But none of that has stopped the burning. There is, it seems despair among
some Tibetans. Why else would a 20-year-old, or a 35-year-old, choose - willingly,
it seems - to die in petrol-fuelled flames lit by their own hands?

Are they a few manipulated by leaders outside Tibet or are they indicative of
broader discontent?

China says it is working to bring progress and development to Tibetan areas. It
is hoping those, and a firm hand when it comes to security, will end the tensions.
But what if its policies are not working?

The question we should perhaps be asking then is not so much who is fanning
the flames, but rather what will douse them?
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Tenzin Phuntsok

Age: 40

Occupation: Monk (former)

Date of self-immolation: 1 December 2011
Place: Chamdo, Kham, Tibet

Current status: Deceased

The last message of Tenzin Phuntsok:

If Khenpo Lodoe Rapsel, Namsey Sonam and all the monks and nuns of Karma Gon Mon-
astery, the true and un-mistakable practitioners of Buddbist dharma, have to endure torture
and imprisonment like this, then it is better for all of us at Karma Gon Monastery to die. 1,
the despicable Tenzin Phuntsok, write this with loyalty.

Brothers and sisters, don't be sad and don’t lose your courage. My Dharma friends, think
about our two Rbenpos and the monks and nuns who are holders of the Dharma practice.
How can we believe in these rules that restrict the freedom of religion? I, Tenzin Phuntsok,

wrote this.

Dharma friends in Karma Gon Monastery, it is useless just to live thinking abont our beloved
khenpos and the monks and nuns. Stand up! Clinging to taste of the eight worldly concerns,
beings run away from these as they wonld from their enemies, I bow before the Buddha, who can-
not be placated by small pleasures. I, the sorrow-filled, loathsome man called Tenzin Phuntsok

wrofe this.

When I think about the suffering throughout Tibet, and especially the pain at Karma Gon

Monastery, there is no way that I can go on living.’

(Translated from Tibetan by Bhuchung D. Sonam)

A 12th self-immolation, first in Tibet proper, poses test for China
By Keith B. Richburg, The Washington Post, 2 December 2011

SHANGHAI — A former Tibetan monk set himself on fire Thursday in the
Chinese-ruled Tibetan autonomous region, exiles and outside advocacy groups
said. It was the latest in a series of self-immolations that are challenging Beijing’s



effort to subdue dissent in far western China, and the first in Tibet proper.

According to the reports, which could not be independently verified, Tenzin
Phuntsog, 46, formetly of the Karma monastery in the town of Chamdo, ignited
himself near the monastery. He survived and is being treated at a hospital, the

reports said.

hitp:/ | wwmw.theepochtimes.com/ n2/ china-news/ 12th-tibetan-self-immolation-occurs-amid-
barsh-repression-153617.html

12th Tibetan Self-Immolation Occurs Amid Harsh Repression
By Cheryl Chen & Jane Lin, The Epoch Times Staff

The tragic news of a twelfth self-immolation case by a Tibetan monk in China
this year was published simultaneously with photos posted on several websites
showing how Chinese security forces have been cracking down on Tibetans in a

manner that is reminiscent of the Cultural Revolution.

Forty-six-year-old Tenzin Phuntsok, a former Tibetan monk, was hospitalized
after setting himself on fire on Dec. 1. It was the first self-immolation case in the

Tibetan autonomous region, and the twelfth case in China this year.

Phuntsok set himself on fire in the Chamdo area of Tibet to protest the arrest
by Chinese authorities of over 70 Tibetan monks from the Karma Monastery,
according to Radio Free Asia (RFA).

Chinese authorities have accused the temple of causing an explosion in Karma
Township in late October and arrested more than 70 monks, with many more
being forced to flee to the mountains, Sang Jey Kep, editor of Tibet Bulletin,
published by the Central Tibetan Administration in Dharamsala, India, told RFA.
Tenzin Phuntsok self-immolated to protest the Chinese authorities’ tight control
over the temple and the area, Sang said.

Sang Jey Kep said police put out the fire and sent Tenzin Phuntsok to a hospital,

but his current condition is uncleat.

Since March 2011, twelve Tibetan monks or nuns have set themselves on fire
to protest Beijing’s repressive Tibet policy. At least six of the self-immolators
have died.
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In an interview with BBC Chinese, Lobsang Sangay, the Prime Minister of
Tibet’s government-in-exile, said the recent self-immolation protests reflect the

desperation of Tibetans under Chinese communist rule.

Chinese authorities have instituted a series of repressive measures in Tibetan
monasteries, including forcing the monks to criticize the Dalai Lama, Sangay

said.

The Chinese regime has accused the Dalai Lama of supporting and encourag-
ing the self-immolations. But Sangay denied the accusation, saying that both the
Dalai Lama and the Tibetan government-in-exile have clearly discouraged self-
immolation. Sangay said he hopes that diplomats and international media will be

able to enter some monasteries to conduct investigations.
Cultural Revolution Style Crackdown

Since the March 2008 protests, the region has been under heavy security clamp-
down and foreign journalists are barred from independently traveling to the Ti-

betan autonomous region or the Tibetan areas of Sichuan Province.

Beginning Dec. 2, several websites, including Free Tibet and Voice of Tibet,
have posted photos showing Chinese security forces punishing Tibetans in crack-
downs reminiscent of the public shaming used during the Cultural Revolution.
Photos show Tibetan monks with their heads being forced down, and with plac-
ards on their chests bearing their names and alleged crimes, i.e. “separatist” or
“assembling to attack state institutions,” while being escorted away by Chinese
police.

The websites did not give the sources of these photos, except for backchina.
com, which indicated that the photos were from a Chinese military forum.

Free Tibet posted photos that had been republished on Boxun.com, a Chinese
language website based in the U.S. The Boxun article said the photos were taken
in the Tibetan areas of Kandze autonomous prefecture and Ngaba autonomous
prefecture of Sichuan Province. The photos had originally been posted on a

Chinese military forum.

Voice of Tibet published the same set of photos from Tibetan writer and activ-
ist Tsering Woeser’s blog, who had republished them. Woeser said the Tibetans in
the photos were arrested for “separatism” or “assembling to attack state institu-
tions,” the same charges Chinese authorities used when they arrested Tibetans
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eatlier this year.

Woeser dates the photos to either 2011 or in 2008, after the protests in March.
She said, judging from the street signs and landscape, the photos were most likely
taken in Ngaba Town of Sichuan Province, where eight Tibetan monks and one

nun have self-immolated.
The Terrible Winter of 1968: A Memoir of China’s Cultural Revolution, Part I

According to Woeser, from March of 2008 to Oct. 17,2011, 34 Tibetans in Ng-
aba autonomous prefecture have died from either self-immolation or from being
beaten and tortured by Chinese security forces. Three hundred monks from Kirti
Monastery in Ngaba were arrested after the March 16, 2008 protest, in which a
young Tibetan monk also self-immolated and eventually died. Another 619 were
arrested and 108 sentenced.

hitp:/ | wwm.phaynl.com/ news/ article.aspx?id=30451»1=1

Fiery sacrifice by a Tibetan in Chamdo
By Tendar Tsering, Phayul, Friday, December 02, 2011

DHARAMSHALA, December 2: Various sources are now confirming that an-
other Tibetan has set himself ablaze in Tibet in an apparent protest against the
continued Chinese occupation of Tibet.

Tenzin Phuntsok, a former monk in his forties, reportedly self-immolated in
Chamdo area of Tibet on Thursday. Tenzin Phuntsok is believed to have sur-
vived the self-immolation and has been taken to a local hospital.

No other details are available at the time of reporting.

Tenzin Phuntsok is being described as a former monk of the Karma monastery
in Chamdo.

The entire Chamdo region, especially the Karma monastery have been facing
increased repression after unconfirmed reports emerged of a bomb blast at a

Chinese government building in Chamdo on October 26.

No casualties had been reported, although, following the blast, the Karma
monastery was locked down and strict restrictions were placed on its monks.
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Kelsang Gyaltsen, a member of the Tibetan Parliament-in-exile had told Phayul
that the blast could be a plot to frame false charges against Tibetans.

“In 2001, China did the same thing, they falsely accused and jailed Trulku Ten-
zin Delek, an influential Tibetan religious leader on charges of a bomb blast,”
he said.

The Karma monastery located on the eastern bank of the Dzachu river in
Chamdo was founded by the first Gyalwang Karmapa, the head of Kagyu school
of Tibetan Buddhism in the 12th century.

Repression has been intense in Chamdo, particulatly since the 2008 pan-Tibet
protests. The area witnessed a dramatic tightening of security and the imposition
of ‘emergency’ measures by the authorities according to a notice of strategies

issued by Chinese government officials in Chamdo in 2009.

The 17th Gyalwang Karmapa in a statement had called the desperate acts
of self-immolation being carried out by people with pure motivation as a “cry

against the injustice and repression under which they live.”

While urging the Chinese leadership to “heed to Tibetans’ legitimate demands,”
Gyalwang Karmapa said that Beijing “needs to seriously review its policies to-

wards Tibetans and other minorities.”

This is the twelfth known case of self-immolation in Tibet since March this

year.

hitp:] | wwm.phaynl.com/ news/ article.aspx?id=30462&>1=1

Tibetan Parliament condemns China over continuing self-immolations
Phaynl, Saturday, December 03, 2011

DHARAMSHALA December 3: Following the self-immolation of Tenzin
Phuntsok in Chamdo region of Tibet, the Dharamshala based Tibetan Parlia-
ment-in-exile once again blamed China’s “repressive policies” for pushing Tibet-

ans to the extreme of setting their bodies on fire.

“If the Chinese government fails to end its repressive policies and oppression
on Tibetans, the situation in Tibet is bound to become more critical,” the Tibetan

Parliament said in a release Friday.
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Tenzin Phuntsok, 46, a former monk of Karma monastery in Chamdo, set
himself on fire on Thursday, in an apparent protest against China’s continued

occupation of Tibet.

The Dharamshala based Tibetan Centre for Human Rights and Democracy in
a release said that Tenzin Phuntsok “shouted slogans and distributed leaflets”

before setting himself on fire.

“We demand an investigative team to be immediately allowed inside Tibet to
assess the ground situation and urge for urgent measures to resolve the sufferings
of the Tibetans inside Tibet,” the exile parliament added.

The Regional Tibetan Youth Congress, Dharamshala and Tibetan Women’s As-
sociation jointly organised a candle light vigil yesterday evening here in town in

honour of Tenzin Phuntsok.
Hundreds of Tibetans and foreigners joined the candle light march.

“We condemn the Chinese government for their repressive policies and faulty
security measures in Tibet,” said Monlam Tharchin, a member of the Tibetan

Parliament-in-exile while speaking at the candle light vigil.

“Eyewitnesses in Tibet say that in the fire that enveloped his body, one of Ten-
zin Phuntsok’s arms was almost falling down,” said Tharchin, confirming eatlier
reports of severe burn injuries suffered by Tenzin Phuntsok, leaving little hope

of survival.

“We are in constant touch with Kalon Tripa Dr Lobsang Sangay and Speaker
Penpa Tsering who ate currently in Europe, taking up the critical situation in Ti-
bet with various governmental and non-governmental leaders,” said the Tibetan

patliamentarian.

In a letter of condolence sent to the Central Tibetan Administration, the Jogye
Otrder of Korean Buddhism expressed “solidarity” with the Tibetans on the re-

cent cases of “tragic self-immolations” in Tibet.

“We stand firmly behind non-violence and wholeheartedly oppose the use of

military forces as a solution to any conflict in the world,” the letter stated.

This is the twelfth known case of self-immolation in Tibet since March this

year.
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Tenzin Phuntsok Dies of Self-immolation Injuries
Tibet.net, December 9, 2011 10:40 pm

DHARAMSHAILA: Tenzin Phuntsok, a former Tibetan monk who self-immo-
lated in protest against the Chinese government in Chamdo in eastern Tibet on

1 December, has succumbed to his injuries, reports coming out of Tibet says.

Tenzin Phuntsok shouted long live His Holiness the Dalai Lama after setting
himself on fire.

He died at a hospital in Chamdo on 6 December. Currently, his last rites are

being performed at nearby monasteries.

A group of concerned Tibetans had earlier approached the hospital to inquire
about his body. The hospital authorities had informed them that the body had
been handed over to his family members but the family members denied receiv-

ing Tenzin Phuntsok’s body from the hospital.

The wife of the deceased has also been arrested by the police, while the rest of

his family are kept under a strict surveillance.
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Tennyi

Age: 20

Occupation: Monk

Date of self-immolation: 6 January 2012
Place: Ngaba County, Ngaba, Amdo,
Northeastern Tibet

Current status: Deceased

Tsultrim

Age: 20

Occupation: Monk (former)

Date of self-immolation: 6 January 2012
Place: Ngaba County, Ngaba, Amdo,
Northeastern Tibet

Current status: Deceased

Tibetan Parliament-in-Exile Calls For More International Pressure on China
Tibet.net, January 10, 2012

DHARAMSHALA: In a press release issued today, the Tibetan Parilia-
ment-in-Exile called for more international pressure on China after three more

instances of self-immolation in Tibet this new year.

‘The drastic actions taken by the protesters reflect the failed policies of the
Chinese government in Tibet. We urge the United Nations and the world com-
munity to exert more pressure on China to reform its failed policies especially

with regard to human rights in Tibet’, the press release said.

“Tsultrim and Tennyi, both in their eatly 20s, self-immolated on 6 January in Ng-
aba, eastern Tibet calling for the return of His Holiness the Dalai Lama to Tibet’.

Tsultrim died on the spot while Tennyi died the following morning from inju-
ries sustained from the self-immolation.

‘Another Tibetan, Sonam Wangyal/Sopa Rinpoche,(42), a venerated spiritual
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figure from Golok Darlag county in eastern Tibet, died after he set himself on
fire on 8 January. He was also calling for the return of His Holiness the Dalai
Lama and the restoration of freedom for Tibet’, the press release noted.

Norbu Damdul, who set himself on fire in Ngaba on 15 October 2011 also
passed away on 5 January. His last remains,after being cremated had been handed

over to his family by the Chinese police, the press statement further said.

A total of 15 Tibetans have set themselves on fire in protest against the Chinese
government in Tibet since March 2011. Out of which 11 have died and the rest

were severely injured or their whereabouts are yet to be ascertained.

http:/ | www.thetibetpost.com/ en/ news/ tibet/ 278 1-photos-of-self-immolators-were-received-
balf-a-year-later-

Photos of Self-Immolators Were Received Half a Year Later
By Ruta Vilkaite, The Tibet Post International, Friday, 17 August 2012

Dharamshala: At the beginning of this year, on the 6th of January, 20 years old
Tibetans, Lobsang Tsultrim and Tennyi, have self-sacrificed in Ngaba County
City, north-eastern Tibet.

The photo of Lobsang Tsultrim was sent to the news channels while the photo

of Tennyi was never received.

However yesterday, 15th of August, one of the unconfirmed sources has sent
the photo and additional information about the latter self-immolator to the co-
ordinator of the Kirti Monastery in Dharamshala.

Tennyi was bought up in Upper Tawar village in Ngaba County by father Yar-
phel. During his childhood years, Tennyi had joined Kirti Monastery in Tibet
where he served as monk. Just a few years ago, he decided to give up monk’s life

and became a lay person.

Another photo of self-immolator Rigzin Dorjee, who was also known as Rig-
bey, was sent by the same unidentified source which later was forwarded to the

Tibet Post International by the Kirti Monastery’s media coordinator.

Rigzin Dortjee set himself on fire on the 8th of February 2012 and, almost two
weeks later, passed away in Barkham City, the center of Ngaba Region. Rigzin
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Dorjee was a son of Tsnnkho and Dhungkar.

The communist authorities of the Chinese government have introduced strict
control on the news media and other forms of communication throughout the
Tibet, when dealing with situation in the region. It does make it hard, and some-
times even impossible, to retrieve latest information about self-immolations and

other important incidents in the country.

China also banned foreign media journalists from reporting from the Himala-
yan region. The authoritarian government banned reporters whose reports this
government finds objectionable and sees as besmirching to its so called global

image.

There is no freedom of press in Tibet for the past six decades. Lately, Hu’s re-
gime has imposed even more restrictions on the use of internet, text messaging,
telephone calls, music publishing, and photocopying. This year China once again
has been coloured black in the Freedom of the Press Worldwide map, which

indicates ‘very serious situation’.
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Sonam Wangyal aka Lama Soepa
Age: 40s
Occupation: Monk/Social worker
Date of self-immolation: 8 January 2012
Place: Darlag county town, Golog, Amdo,
Northeastern Tibet

Current status: Deceased

The last message of Lama Soepa:

To all the six million Tibetans — including those living in exile — 1 am grateful to Pawo
Thupten Ngodup and all other Tibetan heroes who have sacrificed their lives for Tibet and for
the reunification of the Tibetan people. Though I am in my forties, until now I have not had
their conrage. But I have tried my best to teach all traditional fields of knowledge to others,
including Buddbism.

This is the twenty-first century, and this is the year in which so many Tibetan beroes have
died. I am sacrificing my body both to stand in solidarity with them in flesh and blood, and to
seek repentance throngh this bighest tantric honour of offering one’s body. This is not to seek
personal fame or glory.

I am giving away my body as an offering of light to chase away the darkness, to free all beings
[from suffering, and 1o lead them — each of whom has been onr mother in the past and yet by
dgnorance has been led to commit immoral acts — to the Amitabba, the Buddba of infinite light.
My offering of light is for all living beings, even as insignificant as lice and nits, to dispel their
pain and to guide them 1o the state of enlightenment. 1 offer this sacrifice as a token long-life
offering to onr root gurn, His Holiness the Dalai Lama, and all other spiritual teachers and

lamas.

I am taking this action neither for myself nor to fulfill a personal desire nor to earn recogni-
tion. I am sacrificing my body with the firm conviction and a pure heart just as the Buddha
bravely gave his body to a bungry tigress [to prevent her from eating ber cubs]. Al the Tibetan
heroes too have sacrificed their lives with similar principles. But in practical terms, their lives
may have ended with some sort of anger. Therefore, to guide their souls on the path to enlighten-
ment, 1 offer prayers that may lead all of them to Buddhahood.

May all spiritual teachers and lamas inside Tibet and in exile live long. Especially, I pray
that His Holiness the Dalai Lama will return to Tibet and remain as Tibets temporal and
spiritual leader.” (Translated from Tibetan by Bhuchung D. Sonam)
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Tibetan monk’s body paraded after self-immolation in China
The Associated Press, 9 Jan. 2012

BEIJING: The body of a Tibetan monk who died after setting himself on fire
was paraded through the streets in northwestern China, a report said on Monday,

in the latest in a seties of self-immolation protests against Chinese rule.

US broadcaster Radio Free Asia said hundreds of angry Tibetans forced police
to hand over the remains of the 42-year-old monk, named Sopa, then carried

them through the streets in Dari county in Qinghai province.

It said the monk died Sunday morning after drinking kerosene and throwing it
over his body. Radio Free Asia quote a source as saying Sopa’s “body exploded in

pieces” before police took it away.

Two other men set themselves on fire Friday in Sichuan province. At least 15
monks, nuns and former monks are now believed to have set themselves on fire
in the past year. Most have chanted for Tibetan freedom and the return of their
spiritual leader, the Dalai LLama, who fled to India amid an abortive uprising
against Chinese rule in 1959.

Radio Free Asia said police first refused to give up the body but relented after
“the protesters smashed windows and doors of the local police station,” accord-

ing to another source.
It quoted a third source as saying only the head and chest parts were intact.

The official Xinhua News Agency confirmed Sunday’s death, and identified the
monk as Nyage Sonamdrugyu, 40. It said his body was returned to his relatives
so a traditional funeral could be held.

Calls on Monday to the Communist Party’s propaganda department, the Public
Security Bureau and the government in Dari county rang unanswered. The coun-
ty is in Golog prefecture, and calls to the prefecture level party, public security

and government offices also rang unanswered.
Radio Free Asia said security in the area has been tightened.

Most of the self-immolations have occurred in traditionally Tibetan areas of Si-
chuan that have been hotbeds of opposition to central government control. The

area where Sopa reportedly set himself on fire Sunday is just north of Sichuan.

Friday’s incidents, which occurred in Sichuan’s Aba prefecture, were confirmed
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by Xinhua. One of the men died, according to the London-based Free Ti-
bet group, which said the men were protesting tight Chinese control over Tibetan

life and culture.

China chooses Buddhist leaders in Tibet and wants to pick a pro-Beijing succes-
sor to the Dalai Lama, whom China considers to be a separatist. China says Tibet
has been part of its territory for centuries, but many Tibetans say the Himalayan

region was virtually independent for most of that time.

The latest self-immolations come as Xinhua reported late Sunday that senior
officials from Tibet “have pledged stepped-up efforts to strengthen the manage-

ment of monasteries in the fight against the Dalai L.ama group.”

It quoted Basang Toinzhub, a senior political adviser in Tibet, as saying the top
priority was to maintain stability and promote harmony.

Basang said the focus this year will be on helping the government strengthen
management of monasteries “to push forward the patriotic and legal education

among monks and nuns.”

China routinely blames supporters of the Dalai LLama for encouraging acts of
opposition. Xinhua cited a Tibetan expert as saying “the Dalai Lama clique” had

“instigated and enticed” the two men to set themselves on fire Friday.

The Dalai Lama and representatives of the self-declared Tibetan government-
in-exile say they oppose all violence.

hitp:] | wwm.phaynl.com/ news/ article.aspx?id=30676&>1=1

Tibet is burning — Third self-immolation in three days
Phaynl, Monday, January 09, 2012

DHARAMSHALA, January 9: Just a day after two Tibetans set their bodies on
fire in eastern Tibet, another Tibetan, a reincarnate lama set himself ablaze on

January 8, Sunday.

Sonam Wangyal (Sopa), a respected spiritual figure in his early forties from
Golok in eastern Tibet passed away on the spot after drinking and spraying kero-
sene all over his body before lighting himself up according to sources in exile.

Citing sources in Tibet, RFA said that Sopa self-immolated in front of the po-
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lice station of Datlag (in Chinese, Dari) county in Golog after shouting slogans
calling for Tibet’s freedom and the long life of Tibet’s spiritual leader the Dalai
Lama — demands which have been common to all the 15 Tibetans who have self-

immolated in Tibet since March 2011.

In leaflets that Sonam Wangyal distributed just before he set himself ablaze,
he stated his fiery sacrifice was not for his “personal glory but for Tibet and the
happiness of Tibetans,” RFA said quoting a source from inside Tibet.

“The Tibetans should not lose their determination. The day of happiness will
come for sure. For the Dalai .ama to live long, the Tibetans should not lose track

of their path,” Sonam Wangyal said in his last statement.

After Chinese security personnel confiscated his charred body, several hundred
Tibetans reportedly marched to the police station to demand his remains.

According to the Dharamshala based Central Tibetan Administration (CTA),
around 2,000 local Tibetans held a candlelight vigil urging the local police au-
thorities to release his body.

“The local police averted further tension by agreeing to do so,” the CTA report
said.

RFA has reported that Chinese security forces are pouring into Datlag “amid
indications that thousands of Tibetans are planning to turn up for a memorial

service this week for Sopa at a monastery where he had served”.

“Chinese authorities tightened security in Darlag, deploying additional security
forces from the main town of Golog, as posters praising Sopa’s act and calling

for a boycott of Chinese goods appeared in the county,” RFA report said.

At Bodh Gaya, the venue for the ongoing 32nd Kalachakra teachings, Tibetan
pilgrims and refugees from Golok who have gathered here for the ten-day teach-
ings organised a candle light in the evening to show support and solidarity with
the plight of people inside Tibet, especially with the family of Sonam Wangyal.

China: ‘Tibetan monk’s body paraded after self-immolation’

By Tania Branigan in Beijing, Guardian, 9 Jan. 2012

The body of a monk who burned himself to death has been paraded through
the streets of a town in north-west China by hundreds of Tibetans, it has been
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reported.

The dead man was the third Tibetan to set fire to himself in three days and the
15th over the last year. The monk — named as 42-year-old Sopa - was from Qing-
hai province, previously untouched by the spate of self-immolations.

Citing an unnamed source inside Tibet, Radio Free Asia (RFA) reported that
he climbed a local hill to burn incense and pray before distributing leaflets say-
ing he would act “not for his personal glory but for Tibet and the happiness of
Tibetans”.

Another source told RFA that hundreds of Tibetans later marched to the police
station in Dari, Golog prefecture, where officials had taken his body. The police
initially refused demands to hand over the remains, but relented after protesters

smashed windows and doots.

RFA said security in the area was tightened after the incident. It was not possible
to verify the protest independently. Calls to the police and government in Dari
rang unanswered. But Agence France Presse said official news agency Xinhua
had confirmed the death, although they identified the man as Nyage Sonamdru-
gyu, aged 40.

Most of the previous cases took place in Sichuan province’s Aba county, where
tensions between authorities and the large Tibetan population have run high
since the unrest of 2008.

Witnesses have said several of those who self-immolated chanted for Tibetan

freedom and called for the return of the Dalai Lama, their exiled spiritual leader.

Xinhua confirmed this weekend that two men had set fire to themselves in Aba

on Friday, with one dying while the other suffered serious burns.

It quoted a Tibetan expert who said the “Dalai L.ama clique” had “instigated

and enticed” the men to self-immolate.

The Dalai LLama has denied Chinese accusations that he has encouraged such

acts and blamed Chinese policies.

The Karmapa, a senior religious figure viewed as a possible successor to the

Dalai Lama, has gone further by urging Tibetans to stop self-immolation.

In an indication of the growing anxiety among officials, Xinhua announced

on Monday that senior officials in Tibet had promised “stepped-up efforts to



109

strengthen the management of monasteries in the fight against the Dalai Lama
group”.

Basang Toinzhub, a senior political adviser in the region, said advisers would
help the government push forward patriotic and legal education among monks
and nuns — one of the policies critics say has fostered resentment among the

clergy.

His remarks came a day after Chen Quanguo, Tibet’s Communist party chief,

made a similar promise.

Rinpoche dead in latest self-immolation protest in Tibet
TibetanReview.net, January 11 2012

Even before any reasonable amounts of details, including the names, of the two
Tibetan youths, including a monk, who immolated themselves while protesting
against Chinese rule in Ngaba County of Sichuan Province on Jan 6 emerged,
there has been yet another report of a similar self-immolation protest. The new
incident took place in Darlag (Chinese: Dari) County of Golog Prefecture in
Qinghai Province on Jan 8 and involved a respected 42-year-old monk named So-
nam Wangyal, or Sopa Rinpoche, who died on the scene, reported REA.org (Ra-
dio Free Asia, Washington) and other sources Jan 8. It cited witnesses as saying
hundreds of angry Tibetans forced the Chinese authorities to return his body,
which they then paraded in the streets.

RFA said the revered monk set himself on fire and died in front of the Dar-
lag county police station after shouting slogans calling for Tibet’s freedom and
shouting long life for the Dalai Lama. China’s official Xinbua news agency Jan 9
confirmed the incident and the death, saying Nyage Sonamdrugyu, 40, set him-
self ablaze at about 4:19AM at an intersection in the town of Gyumai, the county
seat of Darlag, It said Sonamdrugyu, known among local believers as “the Living
Buddha Sopa”, belonged to Nyanmo Monastery of Golog Prefecture.

Sopa, a Rinpoche (refers to a respected and learned Lama who may be a tulku
as well) who ran an old people’s home and an orphanage in the county, was said
to have climbed a hill, performed an incense burning ceremony, and then distrib-
uted leaflets saying he was carrying out the self-immolation “not for his personal

glory but for Tibet and the happiness of Tibetans.”
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He had further written: “The Tibetans should not lose their determination. The
day of happiness will come for sure. For the Dalai Lama to live long, the Tibetans
should not lose track of their path.”

He then gulped down mouthfuls of kerosene as well as poured the inflammable
liquid over his body before setting himself on fire. “His body exploded in pieces
[and the remains were] taken away by police,” the report cited sources as saying.

Only his head and chest were reported to be intact.

The Darlag police were reported to have initially resisted when several hundred
angry Tibetans turned up to demand his body, relenting only after they smashed
windows and doors of the police station. The Tibetans paraded through the
streets what had remained of the deceased Rinpoche’s body.

The Xinbua report simply said the body was returned to his relatives so they

may hold a funeral in accordance with local traditions.

With deployment of additional forces from Golog Prefecture, authorities were
reported to have tightened security in the county as posters praising Sopa’s sac-
rifice and calling for a boycott of Chinese goods appeared. “Sopa Rinpoche has
done this act for the freedom and peace of Tibet,” one poster was quoted as say-

ing. Making a phone call to the county was said to have become difficult.

Nevertheless, Tibetans said to have planned to organized a large prayer service

involving about 2,000 people at Sopa’s monastery.

Sopa’s action brings to 16 the number of Tibetans who had immolated them-
selves in protest against Chinese rule since Feb 27, 2009. He became the 15th
self-immolation protesters in Tibet over the last 10 months and the third in the

last three days.

hitp:/ | www.catholic.org/ international/ international_story.php2id=44397

High profile Buddhist monk sets himself alight in Tibet
Catholic Online NEWS CONSORTIUM), 13 Jan. 2012

BEIJING - Eatlier this week, a high-profile Buddhist monk set himself alight
in the northeastern province of Qinghai. The monk was identified as Sonam
Wangyal, and he is the oldest monk to immolate himself in the recent wave of

protests. Wangyal was reportedly in his early forties.
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His immolation is notable because he is the oldest and most well esteemed
monk to protest in this way. Local Tibetans referred to him as the “Living Bud-
dha Sopa.” Buddhism frowns upon suicide, but there is a tradition of self-sacri-

fice in Buddhism, especially when it is for the benefit of others.

According to witnesses, Wangyal handed out leaflets to the public and had
wrote that he was acting “not for personal glory but for Tibet and the happi-
ness of Tibetans.” He then sat down in a hotel courtyard and drank kerosene
before dousing himself. He then set himself alight. His body exploded and he
died instantly.

Following his death, a crowd of at least 2,000 Tibetans gathered to hold a can-
dlelight vigil urging the police to release his body. According to police authorities,
his body has since been handed over to relatives.

Unfortunately, the situation does not appear to be improving. Just hours af-
ter the immolation, Chinese officials pledged to strengthen efforts to quell the
monasteries and supporters of the Dali Lama. A report from Xinhua said that
officials must “push forward the patriotic and legal education among monks and
nuns. and dissuade them from being duped by separatist forces.”

For now, people are concerned that the self-immolations and the government’s
pledge to crack-down on pro-Tibetan protests will only increase the tensions and
lead to yet more immolations. Certainly, the self-sacrifice of a spiritual leader will

have a wide impact across the region.

Ultimately, experts believe the situation will continue to worsen as each side
tries to increase pressure on the other. It is almost certain that the self-immola-

tion of Wangyal will not be the last.

Thousands Attend Funeral
Radio Free Asia, 2012-01-09

Defying a security clampdown, thousands of Tibetans gathered on Monday in a
Tibetan region of China’s Qinghai province to honor a respected religious leader

who died in a self-immolation protest against rule by Beijing.

The high-ranking lama, called Sopa and aged 42, set himself ablaze and died
on Sunday in front of the police station of Darlag (in Chinese, Dari) county in

the Golog Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture after shouting slogans calling for
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freedom for Tibet.

The Chinese authorities at first refused to hand over Sopa’s body to his relatives
but relented after hundreds of angry Tibetans smashed windows and doors of

the local police station.

Sopa’s death came two days after two Tibetan monks set themselves on fire in
Ngaba (in Chinese, Aba) prefecture on Jan. 6 to protest Chinese rule and call for
the return of exiled Tibetan spiritual leader the Dalai LLama. Sources confirmed
Monday that both had died.

“Today, Jan. 9, a few thousand Tibetans from Datlag and Gade (in Chinese,
Gande) counties gathered in Datlag town and prayed for the late Sopa Tulku,”

said a Tibetan from the area, speaking on condition of anonymity.

“Tulku” is a Tibetan honorific term denoting a reincarnate lama, called a “Liv-
ing Buddha” by Chinese.

“The members of the [local] monasteries and elder members of the Tibetan
community decided that the funeral rituals for the late Sopa Tulku, also called
Sonam Wangyal, would be performed by Bhayen monastery in Darlag county,”

the man said.
‘Great loss’

Sopa had founded a home for about 100 elderly Tibetans in Gade county and

an orphanage in Darlag, the man said.

“Now;, those orphans will have no one to look after them. Sopa Tulku’s death
is a great loss for Tibet, and especially for Golog,” he added, before his call was
cut off.

Sopa was born in Gade and was a respected high-ranking lama of Gade’s Dung-
kyob monastery, a second Tibetan source in the area said, also speaking on condi-

tion of anonymity.

He is survived by a brother, the source said, adding that other details concerning

his family are unknown.

Following Sopa’s self-immolation, Chinese authorities tightened security in
Datlag, deploying additional security forces from the main town of Golog, as
posters praising Sopa’s act and calling for a boycott of Chinese goods appeared

in the county, sources said.
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“Over 50 vehicles carrying [Chinese| security forces have now arrived in Darlag

town,” one Tibetan source said.

“The town is full of armed police who are trying to intimidate the local Tibet-
ans,” he said.

Meanwhile, Tibetan sources in exile identified the two monks who died on Jan.
6 as Tenyi and Tsultrim, both in their 20s.

“Tenyi died that day, and Tsultrim died during the night of Jan. 7,” said Kanyag
Tsering and Lobsang Yeshi, monks at the Kirti branch monastery in Dharamsala,
India.

Another monk, Norbu Damdul, who self-immolated on Oct. 15, died on Jan. 5
at a hospital in Barkham (in Chinese, Ma’erkang) county in China’s restive Ngaba
(in Chinese, Aba) county in Sichuan, they said.

Accusation

Fifteen Tibetan monks and nuns have set fire to themselves since March 2011
to protest Beijing’s rule over Tibetan areas. A sixteenth, a monk named Tapey, set
himself ablaze in 2009.

Chinese authorities have blamed the Dalai Lama for the fiery protests, accusing
him of encouraging the self-immolations which, they say, run contrary to Bud-
dhist teachings.

The Dalai LLama has denied the charge, blaming instead what he has called
China’s “ruthless and illogical” policy toward Tibet.

Following the twin self-immolations on Friday, the Central Tibetan Administra-
tion, Tibet’s exile government based in Dharamsala, India, highlighted “the Dalai
Lama’s statement that as a Buddhist, life is precious and thus, he has always dis-
couraged drastic actions inside and outside of Tibet, as he did during the peace-

ful protests in 2008 and several unto-death hunger strikes in exile.”

It added that the exile government does not encourage protests inside Tibet due

to “harsh consequences in the hands of the Chinese authorities.”

“The People’s Republic of China government is solely to be blamed for these
incidents of self-immolation. It must take full responsibility and immediately take
measures to end these unfortunate incidents by adopting liberal policies for Tibet
and [the] Tibetan people,” it said.
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Meanwhile, the U.S. State Department said it is “seriously concerned” by re-
ports of the latest three protest deaths.

“The US. government has consistently and directly raised with the Chinese
government this issue of Tibetan self-immolations,” State Department spokes-

person Victoria Nuland told reporters on Monday.

“These actions cleatly represent enormous anger, enormous frustration, with
regard to the severe restrictions on human rights, including religious freedom,

inside China.”

“We have called the Chinese government policies counterproductive, and have
urged the Chinese government to have a productive dialogue, to loosen up in Ti-
bet and allow journalists and diplomats and other observers to report accurately,

and to respect the human rights of all their citizens,” Nuland said.

hitp:/ | wwm.ipsnews.net/ 2012/ 01/ china-getting-worse-in-tibet/

China: Getting Worse in Tibet

By Emily-Anne Owen, Inter Press service

BEIJING, Jan 13 2012 (IPS) - A Tibetan ‘Living Buddha’ who set himself on
fire in protest against Chinese rule died this week, sparking a vigil of thousands
of Tibetans and creating fears that self-immolations are spreading,

The monk is the third Tibetan to have burned himself to death in 2012, and the

15th since March last year. Nine of the 15, two of whom wete nuns, have died.

Sonam Wangyal, a monk in his early forties, set himself alight last Sunday in the
northeastern province Qinghai and was reported dead on Monday.

In a sign that the recent unprecedented wave of Tibetan self-immolations is
spreading, this was the first incident in Qinghai. The majority of immolations
have occurred in Sichuan’s Aba prefecture, the site of an important Tibetan mon-

astery that has experienced increasingly harsh crackdowns.

Referred to by local Tibetans as the ‘Living Buddha Sopa’, Sonam Wangyal is
the first reincarnate lama to have turned the flame on himself, and the oldest

Tibetan to have died so far. Most so far have been in their twenties or teens.

Earlier this month two Tibetans named Tsultrim and Tennyi, both aged around
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20, died after setting themselves on fire in the courtyard of a hotel in Ngaba
County, Sichuan province. As they burnt themselves, they shouted out, ‘His Holi-
ness the Dalai Lama must return to Tibet’ and ‘May His Holiness the Dalai Lama
live for 10,000 years!’

Suicide is frowned upon in Tibetan Buddhism, but there is a tradition of self-

sacrifice for the ‘benefit of others’, advocacy groups say.

“Sunday’s self-immolation was the first by a reincarnate lama. This was some-
one who is older, a mature person and an esteemed figure in his community. He
would have been acutely aware of the ramifications for such an act in Tibetan
Buddhism, and still chose to take his life in this way,” Kate Saunders, communi-
cations director for the International Campaign for Tibet ICT), tells IPS.

Radio Free Asia reported that the monk wrote he was acting “not for personal
glory but for Tibet and the happiness of Tibetans” in leaflets he handed out prior
to setting himself on fire.

He then drank kerosene and doused himself in it before setting himself alight.
“His body exploded in pieces (and the remains were) taken away by police,” said
Radio Free Asia.

According to the Tibetan exile government in Dharmasala, India, thousands of
locals staged a candlelight vigil demanding the release of his body following its
confiscation by the police.

“Due to his position as a local spiritual leader, approximately 2,000 local Tibet-
ans are said to have held a candlelight vigil urging the local police authorities to
release his body,” the exile government said in a statement. The state-run Xinhua

News Agency has since reported that the body has been handed to relatives.

“On the afternoon of Jan. 9, many fully-armed policemen showed up in the
town, with guns, sticks, shields etc. The policemen dispersed the people demon-
strating and did not allow the people to mourn in the temple,” Tsering Woeser,
the Tibetan activist and author, wrote on her blog.

Earlier this week there were further signs of Tibetan unrest in a separate in-
cident whena man was shot dead by police, sparking fierce protests in Gansu

province, located in China’s northwest.

Xinhua reported that the man, Gurgo Tsering, was killed accidentally by police
after he allegedly stole from a construction site.
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ICT, however, cites local sources who claim the Tibetan died after police fired
through the windows of his friend’s house. According to Radio Free Asia, Ti-
betans then attacked a local police station before police fired tear gas to stop the
assault.

Both the immolations and protests have occurred during a growing period of
unease between the government and Tibetan populations in China. Following
protests in the 2008 Beijing Olympic year, the Communist Party has overseen a
severe clampdown on religious freedom among Tibetans, who view their rightful
leader as the exiled Dalai Lama.

Beijing blames the Dalai Lama for inciting unrest and has called the immola-

tions “terrorism in disguise”.

Just hours after Sonam Wangyal’s self-immolation, Xinhua wrote that senior of-
ficials had “pledged stepped-up efforts to strengthen the management of mon-
asteries in the fight against the Dalai L.ama group.”

Officials must “push forward the patriotic and legal education among monks
and nuns... and dissuade them from being duped by separatist forces,” it said.

The newswire also reported that Sonam Wangyal set himself alight after a clan-

destine love affair with a local woman was discovered.

“(Crackdowns) are certainly counterproductive, but the Chinese have been at
loss how to handle the Tibetans for the past 60 years,” Claude Arpi, author of
The Fate of Tibet: When Big Insects Eat Small Insects, tells IPS. “Today, the
‘collective’ leadership in Beijing believes that the more they will relax their grip,

the worse will the situation become.”

For now there are fears that the death of the ‘Living Buddha’ will only lead to

more protests and subsequent crackdowns.

“(The Living Buddha) is a religious leader who enjoys a much higher reputa-
tion and a greater influence than a normal monk. (His) death is different from a
normal monk’s. It brings much greater shock and influence to Tibetans, Woeser
tells IPS.

“The increasing deaths of monks means the situation of Tibetan areas is get-

ting worse and worse.”
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‘Put Pressure on China to Reform Human Right Policies’
Outlook India, Dharamsala, Jan 11, 2012

Amid reports of three more self-immolations by Buddhist monks in Tibet this
year, Tibetan government-in-exile today appealed to the international communi-

ty to exert pressure on China to reform its “failed” human right policies.

“The drastic actions taken by the protesters reflect the failed policies of the
Chinese government in Tibet. We urge the United Nations and the world com-
munity to exert more pressure on China to reform its failed policies especially
with regard to human rights in Tibet,” a spokesman of the government-in-exile

said in a statement here.

Two Buddhist monks -- Tsultrim and Tennyi -- both in their eatly 20s, self-im-
molated on January 6 in Ngaba, eastern Tibet calling for the return of Tibetan
spiritual leader the Dalai Lama to Tibet.

Tsultrim died on the spot while Tennyi died the following morning from burn

injuries sustained from the self-immolation.

Another Tibetan, Sonam Wangyal/Sopa Rinpoche (42), a venerated spititual
figure from Golok Darlag county in eastern Tibet, died after he set himself on

fire on January 8.
He was also demanding freedom for Tibet.

Norbu Damdul, who set himself on fire in Ngaba on October 15 last year also

passed away on January 5.

A total of 15 Tibetans have set themselves on fire in protest against the Chinese
government in Tibet since March 2011. Out of which 11 have died and the rest

were severely injured or their whereabouts are yet to be ascertained.

Exile Tibetan Parliament urges an end to repression in Tibet
1VOA Tibetan, 10 January 2012

In a press statement issued yesterday, The Tibetan Pariliament-in-Exile called
on China to stop its repressive policies in Tibet in order to prevent further self-
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immolations.

In the first week of 2012, Tibet witnessed three self-immolations. Tsultrim and
Tennyi, both in their early 20s, self-immolated on 6 January in Ngaba (Chinese-
Aba), calling for the ‘Return of His Holiness the Dalai Lama to Tibet’. And on
January 8", Sonam Wangyal, known affectionately as Sopa Tulku or Sopa Tulku,
aged 42, a venerated spiritual figure and abboy of Tongkyap Monastery in Golok
Darlag county set himself on fire. All three of them succumbed to their injuries.

Geshe Monlam Tharchin, standing committee member of Tibetan Parliament
in Exile called on China to hear the demands of these three Tibetans and the
other 13 who have self- immolated since 2009, and to let Tibetan exercise free-
dom of religion and expression. He also urged China to allow international fact

finding groups to visit the areas where the self-immolations have taken place.

The press statement included the fact that Norbu Damdul, who self-immolated
in Ngaba on October 15, 2011, had died on 5 January.

Geshe Monlam Tharchin applauds the US statement on the issue of self-im-
molations and urges the United Nations and the world community to exert more

pressure on China to reform its failed policies.
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Lobsang Jamyang

Age: 20

Occupation: former monk

Date of self-immolation: 14 Janruary 2012

Place: Ngaba County, Ngaba, Amdo, Northeastern Tibet

Current status: Deceased

hitp:/ | www.thenational.ae/ thenationalconversation/ comment/ tibetan-suicides-are-tinder-for-

[future-unrest-in-china

Tibetan suicides are tinder for future unrest in China
By Greg Bruno, The National, 27 Feb. 2012

On the day in January when Lobsang Jamyang struck the match that took his
life, the former Tibetan monk paid the world a subtle goodbye. He ate vegetar-
ian food,visited his old monastery to circle it in prayer, and counselled a recently

divorced couple to get back together.

Then, after drinking a bottle of petrol, his quiet preparations became a visceral
act of political protest. “When he was on fire,” one of his friends told me re-

cently over tea, “he exploded”.

Twenty-two similar acts of Tibetan defiance - from the first in March to the
most recent last week - have happened in the last year. Tibetans, who have lived
under Chinese rule for six decades, have embraced a grisly and desperate method
- self-immolation - to demonstrate a renewed anger towards Beijing’s religious,
economic and cultural repression. In modern Tibet, the first instance of self-
immolation occurred in 2009; in the past year, it has become a relative epidemic.
The question is,how will it end?

For Beijing, the answer is force. Thousands of paramilitary police have flooded-
Sichuan and Qinghai provinces in China’s Tibetan region, and Communist Party
officials have condemned suicidal monks as anarchists, terrorists and rebels. In

December, one party official compared protesters to “rats” born of “weasels”.
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What Chinese authorities seem to fail to realise is that nearly two dozen self-
inflicted deaths are not a police problem, but rather the start of a violent trend

that could accelerate if concessions and dialogue are not offered.

In the Tibetan exile capital of Dharamsala in India, religious leaders and politi-
cal activists rightly see hypocrisy in China’s crackdown. As security forces stream
into eastern Tibet, grievances elsewhere in China are being addressed with a new

degree of diplomatic acumen.

Recent protests in the village of Wukan, in the southern province of Guang-
dong, are instructive. When residents massed last year to condemn cortrupt prop-
erty deals, the Communist Party could have responded with more violence, as it
had on many other occasions. Instead, officials offered to hold free village elec-

tions and to conduct an investigation.

Wukan cast ballots earlier this month. And on the same day that they voted,
party officials in Sichuan blamed “trained separatists” and terrorists for the con-

tinuing unrest in Tibet.

Since the 1950s, fear of domestic instability has inclined Beijing to respond to
its “Tibet problem” with violence, economic coercion and endless propaganda.
But decades of social development and infrastructure improvements have failed
to win over the millions of Tibetans who live in the vast expanse of grasslands

and mountains of the Tibetan plateau.

Almost every one of the 22 people who have set themselves on fire over the last
year had the same demand: Beijing must stay out of Tibetan religious affairs and
allow the return of the Dalai Lama.

Neitherdemand is likely to be answered anytime soon. And yet, they demon-
strate the depth of reverence for the man viewed as the embodiment of the
intangible Tibetan faith. No degree of force or “re-education” can wipe away
that belief.

In Tibetan Buddhism, the Dalai Lama is believed to be the earthly embodiment
of the Bodhisattva Avalokiteshvara, the deity of compassion. The incarnations
of the Dalai Lama in different individuals have served as the spiritual and tempo-

ral leader of Tibetans for centuries.

China’s manipulation of reincarnation doctrine - with Beijing introducing a law
mandating that lamas, including the Dalai LLama, be approved by the officially
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atheist Communist Party - is rightly seen as an attemptto wipe out the Tibetan
identity.

The spate of self-immolations is only a glimpse of the unrest that China will see
if the Dalai Lama, now 76, dies without a solution that is acceptable to Tibetans.
Kirti Rinpoche, an exiled abbot of amonastery that has seen about half of the
recent immolations, told me that unless China changes its policies on religious

practices, the crisis will deepen.

“The Chinese communist government should consider the situation and they
should improve it,” the abbot said, “or it could lead to violence.” Tibetans, he

said, “are helpless”.

Not all Tibetans would see themselves as helpless bystanders. In death, Lobsang
Jamyang may have accomplished morethan he could have in life. Far from driv-
ing the Tibetan issue underground, China’s military response has only generated

more unity and resolve.

“People were coming [to pay respects| from as far away as Lhasa,” Lobsang’s
friend, who asked to remain anonymous, told me. “There is a spark of unity, and

nationalism, now in Tibet; nationalism that is being sparked for the first time.”

It is true that Beijing’s grip on the Tibetan region faces no real challenge. Ti-
betans are not demanding political independence. Rather, they are calling for
religious freedom, recognition of the status of high lamas and cultural respect.

Beijing’s response, then, will shape the future. This is not an Arab-style rebel-
lion that threatens regime change. But the deployment of police and tankscannot

frighten protesters who are willing to set themselves on fire.

For now, Tibetans across the plateau continue to hold on to a belief that the
Dalai Lama can, and will, bring them salvation. When his light is extinguished, do

not expect the sparks of unrest and rebellion to disappear with it.

Another Tibetan layman burns self to death in Ngaba
TCHRD, 17 January 2012

Lobsang Jamyang, a 21-yr-old Tibetan layman died of self-immolation on 14
January 2012 in Ngaba county (Ngaba Tibetan and Qiang Autonomous Prefec-
ture, Sichuan Province). According to information received by TCHRD, Lobsang
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Jamyang stood adjacent to Kirti Monastery and shouted slogans such as “May
His Holiness the Dalai I.ama live thousands of years” while still engulfed in
flames. Eyewitnesses say he paced up and down the street unsteadily as he con-
tinued to shout slogans. The Public Security Bureau and People’s Armed Police
then surrounded Lobsang Jamyang and used iron rods and chains to intimidate
and beat other Tibetans who had gathered around Lobsang Jamyang’s burning
body. According to sources, a Tibetan woman in her 40s died after she was hit
in the eye with iron chains after the scuffle between the police and the crowd
started. Almost 700 Tibetans had gathered to protest the police actions. At least
10 Tibetans were arrested. Lobsang Jamyang died on the spot, according to eye-
witnesses. However, the police forcibly took his body to an unknown location
and as of today, his whereabouts are not known. Many more have been injured
and the situation is described as very tense although details are still difficult to
obtain. Lobsang Jamyang was born in Aduk village in Ngaba. He attended the
Ngaba Middle School and was briefly a monk at Aduk Monastery.

http:] | www.phayni.com | news/ article.aspx?id=30710>4=1

Latest Tibetan to self-immolate passes away; Injured Tibetans avoid hos-
pitals fearing arrest in Ngaba
Phaynl, Wednesday, January 18, 2012

DHARAMSHALA, January 18: Details are finally emerging of the Tibetan man
whose self-immolation on January 14 in the besieged Ngaba region of eastern

Tibet led to public demonstrations and police firing,

The man has been identified as 22-year-old Losang Jamyang of the Gyatsotsang
household in Shewa village the Andu area of Ngaba.

In a release yesterday evening, the exile base of the Kirit monastery in Dharam-
shala said that Lobsang Jamyang was a leading member of a popular association
for the promotion of Tibetan language in his village and was exposed to “op-

pression and intimidation” from the local Chinese authorities.

On January 14 at about 1.30 pm local time, Losang Jamyang doused himself in
petrol inside a public toilet cubicle at an intersection in Ngaba county town and
set himself on fire. He then walked on to the street shouting slogans for the long
life of the Dalai Lama and for freedom in Tibet.
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“Soldiers and police in the vicinity started to beat him with spiked clubs, rather
than putting out the flames, covered him with a white cloth, and continued to

beat and stamp on him,” the release said.

Angered by the actions of the police, local Tibetans gathered at the site and
demanded the body to be handed over to them.

Chinese security personnel reacted by arresting and beating people at random
with spiked clubs and even opening fire on the crowd. Scores of Tibetans were
injured and blinded and as earlier reports suggested, one Tibetan woman was
killed in the gunfire.

“As a result, Choki Dawa of the Gatsang house in division 2 of Me’uruma
township was taken to hospital in critical condition, with little chance of sur-
vival, two youths were also seriously wounded by the beatings, and a woman was
blinded in one eye. Two women were wounded by gunshots fired by security

forces,” the release said.

Eyewitnesses described the scene as “terrifying” and that people were being
“beaten mercilessly”.

There are no further details on the number and identity of the arrested Tibetans.

According to Kanyag Tsering, an exile monk with close contacts within the
region, many of the injured Tibetans are avoiding treatment in hospitals fearing

arrests.

“The consequence of the medication would be much worse than the injury
itself if Chinese security personnel traces and arrests the patient on charges of
participating in the protests,” Kanyag said. “That is why many injured Tibetans
are avoiding going to hospitals.”

As a result of the severe beating, L.osang Jamyang succumbed to his injuries on
January 16 in Barkham, Ngaba according to the Kirti monastery release. It is not

yet known whether Losang Jamyang’s body has been handed over to his family.

Security forces in the region are reportedly on high alert as Chinese authorities
put up warning posters on the main streets of Ngaba in order to intimidate local

Tibetans.

However, leaflets have appeared in the region, urging Tibetans to shun celebra-
tions during the upcoming Tibetan new year by eating “poor food” and wearing

“old clothes” as a sign of “public mourning”.
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Since Tapey’s self-immolation in 2009, 17 Tibetans including nuns, monks, and
laymen have set their bodies on fire calling for freedom in Tibet and the return
of the Dalai L.ama from exile.

Ngaba has been at the nodal point of the fiery wave of self-immolations with
11 Tibetans setting themselves ablaze in the past 11 months.

http:/ | wwmw.rfa.org/ english/ news/ tibet/ mother-01182012151811.html

‘No Regret’ For Loss: Mother
RFA, 2012-01-18

A Tibetan mother says she is proud of her son’s sacrifice to protest Chinese

rule.

The mother of the most recent Tibetan to die by self-immolation in protest of
Chinese rule does not regret the loss of her son, according to a source close to

the family.

Lobsang Jamyang, 21, set himself ablaze on Saturday in Sichuan’s Ngaba (in
Chinese, Aba) prefecture.

Chinese authorities threw blankets over him and began beating him severely,
according to a Tibetan monk living in Dharamsala, India, prompting a clash with
over seven hundred Tibetans who gathered to protest the police attack.

Lobsang Jamyang’s mother, Lacham, said she was proud of her son who had
“sacrificed his life for the Tibetan cause,” according to family contact Konchog
Tsering, also from Dharamsala.

“When the representatives from Nyentse Monastery and local residents went

to see Lobsang Jamyang’s mother, she did not show any sign of regret,” he said.

“She told them that when her son was alive he was a very modest and well-
disciplined son, and that among the youth, he was someone who always worked

towards preserving Tibetan culture and religion.”

“She said, “This time he sacrificed his life for the Tibetan cause, so our family

has no regret for his death.”

Meanwhile, Konchog Tsering said, Lobsang Jamyang’s father Gyatso was re-
turning on Wednesday evening from Ngaba prefecture’s Barkham town (in Chi-
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nese, Ma’erkang) where he retrieved the ashes of his son from the local police,

indicating authorities had cremated his remains.

Lobsang Jamyang, of the Gyatso family in Amdo Khepa town, had attended
school and had studied at Amdo Yanggo monastery where he was a key member
of the Tibetan Vernacular Promotion group and had advocated use of the pure
Tibetan language.

Sixteen Tibetan monks and nuns have set fire to themselves since March 2011
to protest Beijing’s rule over Tibetan areas. A seventeenth monk, named Tapey,
set himself ablaze in 2009.

Chinese authorities have blamed the Dalai Lama for the fiery protests, accusing
him of encouraging the self-immolations which, they say, run contrary to Bud-

dhist teachings.

The Dalai LLama has denied the charge, blaming instead what he has called
China’s “ruthless and illogical” policy toward Tibet.
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Rigzin Dorje

Age: 19

Occupation: nomad

Date of self-immolation: 8 February 2012
Place: Ngaba, Amdo, Northeastern Tibet

Current status: Deceased

Tibetan teenager becomes 3rd person to self-immolate in 3 days
The Telegraph, 06 Mar 2012

Washington-based Radio Free Asia reported that an 18-year-old identified only
as Dorje set himself ablaze Monday near a local government office in Jia town-
ship, in Sichuan’s Aba prefecture.

It quoted Kanyag Tsering, a Tibetan monk exiled in India with contacts in Ti-
bet, as saying he shouted “slogans against Chinese policies in Tibet” before he set
himself on fire and died on the spot.

An official with the Communist Party propaganda office in Aba said he hadn’t
received any notice of an immolation. He refused to give his name and referred

calls to the provincial propaganda department, where phones rang unanswered.

The Washington-based International Campaign for Tibet also reported Dorje’s
death.

Radio Free Asia reported earlier that a 20-year-old female student set herself
on fire and died Saturday in Gansu province, and a 32-year-old woman with four
young children died after immolating in Aba on Sunday.

This is a sensitive time for Tibet, and for all of China. China’s annual legislative
session, a time when security is tightened across the country, began Monday.
March is also when Tibetans mark significant anniversaries, including that of the
unsuccessful 1959 revolt that caused Tibetan spiritual leader the Dalai L.ama to
flee, and deadly anti-government riots that rocked the Tibetan capital Lhasa in
2008.

ore than two dozen Tibetans, including several teenagers, have set themselves

on fire in China over the last year, protesting China’s suppression of their religion
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and culture and calling of the return of the Dalai Lama.

At least 10 were monks or former monks from the Kirti monastery in Aba, ac-
cording to a tally from the International Campaign for Tibet.

A man at the management office of the Kirti monastery in Aba county said
Tuesday that he had heard rumors of immolations Monday and Sunday.

“The control here is too tight. It is not convenient for you and me to talk like
this. If you need to know more, come down here and see for yourself,” he said

and hung up.

Tibetan areas are mostly off-limits to foreign media and it was not possible to

immediately confirm the claims.

An Associated Press reporter who managed to visit Aba last week saw soldiers
with helmets, rifles, sticks and shields march in rows along the town’s main road
and police scanning license plates and faces of passengers for unwelcome visi-

tors.

Locals said authorities were making random checks of school dormitory rooms

for books that go against the ruling Communist Party establishment.

The Tibetan government-in-exile in Dharmsala, India, said in an emailed state-
ment Monday that a 19-year-old monk from Kirti who immolated in February,
Rigzin Dortjee, had died in a hospital. It didn’t say when he passed away.

The statement also said that Lobsang Kunchok, another Kirti monk who set
himself on fire in September, was being verbally abused and beaten by staff in
the hospital where he is being treated. It said Kunchok, 18, had his arms and legs
amputated and was being fed through a tube.

“We call on the Chinese government to allow those injured from self-immo-
lations to get proper medical treatment,” it said. “We are deeply troubled by

reports of such cruel treatment of fellow human beings.”
The statement didn’t say where Kunchok was being treated.

China says it treats minority groups such as Tibetans fairly, and pours tens of
billions of dollars into improving living conditions in their areas. The govern-
ment has also accused the Dalai .ama and overseas Tibetans of being behind the

protests and self-immolations.
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Tibetan Self-Immolates in Ngaba
February 9, 2012 11:56 am

DHARAMSHALA: A Tibetan man, Rigzin Dorjee, 19, set himself on fire in
protest against the Chinese government in Ngaba in northeastern Tibet, and his
condition and whereabouts are still unknown,reports coming out of Tibet say.

The self-immolation incident took place at the No.2 primary school in Ngaba
at 6:30 PM (Tibet Time) on 8 February. While setting himself on fire, Rigzin
dorijee, believed to be a monk, raised solgans against the Chinese government.
He is from Meruma, Ngaba. His father’s name is Tsonkho and his mother’s name
is Dhunkar.

He was taken away immediately by soldiers and police, and his present condi-

tion and whereabouts are not known.

Two monks were also arrested from the vicinity, but their identities are also

unknown.

bttp:/ | www.phaynl.com/ news/ article.aspx?id=30863 =1

Latest self-immolating Tibetan identified as Rigzin Dorje, Streets in Ng-
aba filled with security forces
Phayul, February 09, 2012

DHARAMSHALA, February 9: The man who set himself on fire yesterday in
the besieged Ngaba region of eastern Tibet has been identified as 19-year old
Rigzin Dorje.

The exile base of Kirti monastery in Dharamshala in a release today said Rig-
zin Dorje alias Rigpe is from the Garpa Tsongko houschold in division no.2 of

Me’uruma township, Ngaba and the youngest of six siblings.
Rigpe set himself on fire at around 6.30 pm local time on February 8.

Eyewitnesses have told sources in exile that Rigpe raised slogans against the
Chinese government before setting himself ablaze.
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He was taken away from the site of protest by Chinese security personnel first
to the county hospital and later to Barkham.

“As of the night of February 8, he was believed to be on the verge of death,
but no clear information on whether he is still alive is available,” Kirti monastery

said in its release.

A former monk at the Kirti monastery, Rigpe has been described as a “kind and

humble” person who used to enjoy looking after pigeons.

In continued protests in the Ngaba region, which alone has witnessed 13 in-
stances of self-immolations, monks from the Se monastery took out a candle

light march on February 5.

The monks were marching from their monastery to Ngaba town when they
were confronted by Chinese security personnel and stopped from proceeding

any further.

No information is available on whether any arrests have been made following

the march.

The situation in Ngaba continues to remain tense with a strict security clamp-
down on the entire region. According to the release, the situation worsened over
the last four days in the build up to the call for a global vigil for Tibet on February
8 by the exile Tibetan leadership.

“Beginning early morning on February 8, Tibetans, not only in Ngaba town but
on all the roads leading into the town were stopped, searched, and questioned

one by one,” the release said.
“Tibetans are being severely harassed and intimidated by security forces.”

In Tibet, 21 Tibetans have set their bodies on fire demanding the return of ex-
iled Tibetan spiritual leader His Holiness the Dalai Lama and protesting China’s

continued occupation of Tibet.

Many parts of Tibet remain cut off from outside world with a prevailing situa-
tion of undeclared martial law following mass protests in recent weeks in which
at least a dozen Tibetans are feared dead in police firings.
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Sonam Rabyang

Age: 35

Occupation: Monk

Date of self-immolation: 9 February 2012

Place: Triwang town, Yulshul, Kham, Eastern Tibet

Current status: Unknown

hitp:] | wwm.phaynl.com/ news/ article.aspx?id=30866&>1=1

Tibet continues to burn: Another self-immolation reported
Phaynl, Friday, February 10, 2012

DHARAMSHALA: There are reports of yet another self-immolation that took
place yesterday in the Keygudo (Ch: Yushu) region of eastern Tibet.

Although initial reports are scare, the Dharamshala based Tibetan Parliament-
in-Exile has identified the Tibetan as Sonam Rabyang, a monk in his late thirties
from the La Monastery in Tridu, Keygudo.

“A monk in his 30s set fire to himself on the main road of La Township, Tridu
County, Keygudo Autonomous Prefecture (Ch: Chenduo County, Yushu Au-
tonomous Prefecture, Qinghai) yesterday, 8 February, between 1 and 2pm local

time,” a release by the London based campaign group Free Tibet said.

Eyewitnesses report that the monk was alive but in a serious condition when he

was taken away by Chinese security personnel.

The fiery wave of self-immolations is now spreading to other areas of Tibet
with yesterday’s self-immolation being the first reported from the Keygudo re-
gion. The rate at which Tibetans are setting themselves ablaze has also seen an

alarming increase.

On February 8, just a day earlier, Rigzin Dorze, 19, set himself on fire in
Me’uruma township of Ngaba. Eyewitnesses said his condition was very serious

and it is not yet known whether he is dead or alive.

Just this year, nine Tibetans have set themselves ablaze demanding the return of



131

exiled Tibetan leader His Holiness the Dalai LLama.

Since Tapey’s self immolation in 2009, now 21 Tibetans have torched their bod-

ies protesting China’s continued occupation of Tibet.

On February 8, coinciding with the call for a global solidarity vigil for Tibetans
inside Tibet made by the exile Tibetan leadership, around 400 monks from the
Dzil Kar monastery in Tridu began a protest march to Dza Toe town at 10 am

local time.

The monks carrying banners demanding the return of His Holiness the Dalai
Lama from exile and respect for Tibetan lives were confronted by a large number
of armed Chinese security personnel at a bridge leading to the town and were

apprehended from moving further.
However, there were no reports of arrest following the protest.

In another protest on February 4 Saturday, four Tibetans were arrested by Chi-
nese security personnel for carrying out a peaceful protest in front of a Chinese

police station at Dza Toe town again in Tridu region of Keygudo.

The four Tibetans; Tsering Palden, Tsering Sangpo, Tsering Tashi and Dorjee
raised slogans calling for Tibet’s independence and the return of the exiled Ti-
betan spiritual leader His Holiness the Dalai Lama.

The current whereabouts of the Tibetans remain unknown.
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Tenzin Choedon

Age: 18

Occupation: Nun

Date of self-immolation: 11 February 2012

Place of self-immolation: Ngaba, Amdo,
Northeasern Tibet

Current status: Deceased

Tibetan Nun Dies From Self-Immolation in China
17OA, 11 February 2012

An 18-year-old Tibetan Buddhist nun set herself on fire late Saturday in China’s

troubled southwestern Sichuan province, and later died of her injuries.

An activist group, Free Tibet, issued a statement Sunday identifying the nun as
Tenzin Choedon, who shouted slogans of protest against the Chinese govern-

ment before setting herself on fire.

Tibetan activists said Chinese security forces moved in quickly after the inci-
dent, took the injured nun away, and sealed off her nunnery in Aba county, east
of Tibet.

Choedon’s death brings to at least 19 the number of Tibetans who have set
themselves on fire in the past year. Activists say at least 12 Tibetans are believed

to have died from their injuries.

Recent months have seen an upsurge in anti-Chinese protests in Tibetan areas
of China, the worst since 2008.

The Chinese government accuses the Dalai L.ama, Tibet’s exiled spiritual leader,
and overseas organizations such as the London-based Free Tibet movement of

instigating the unrest.
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Teenage Tibetan nun sets herself on fire in China
The Telegraph, 12 February 2012

An 18-year-old Tibetan nun has set herself on fire in western China in the latest
such protest against Beijing’s handling of the vast ethnic Tibetan regions it rules,

an overseas activist group said Sunday.

Free Tibet said in a statement that the nun had died after setting set herself
ablaze on Saturday. The young woman, identified as Tenzin Choedon, was a nun
at the Mamae Nunnery in Sichuan province’s Aba prefecture, the group said.

It said Ms Choedon shouted slogans of protest against the Chinese government

before setting herself on fire at a junction close to the nunnery.

“Soldiers and police came immediately and took her away,” Free Tibet said.
“Soldiers then surrounded the nunnery and sealed it off.”

As many as 18 monks, nuns and ordinary Tibetans have set themselves on fire

over the past year, and Free Tibet says at least 12 died from their injuries.

Activist groups say the self-immolations are a protest against China’s policies
and a call for the return of the Dalai Lama, the Tibetans’ spiritual leader who fled
from the Himalayan region to India amid an abortive uprising against Chinese
rule in 1959.

Government and police officials reached by telephone in Aba said they knew
nothing about any self-immolation and hung up. There was no number publicly

listed for the nunnery.

A statement by two Tibetan monks exiled in India, Losang Yeshe and Kanyag
Tsering, distributed by the London-based International Campaign for Tibet said
Choedon was the eldest of four children and a good student.

The Mamae nunnery has a history of showing fierce loyalty to the Dalai Lama.
In Octobert, a 20-year-old nun from the same monastery died after setting herself
on fire and a group of nuns at Mamae staged a protest march in 2008, carrying
a portrait of the Dalai Lama, which led to mass detentions and prison terms for

some of the nuns, the ICT statement said.

The Chinese government has condemned the self-immolations and says an up-
surge in violence in Tibetan areas, including some deadly clashes between Ti-
betan protesters and security forces, are being instigated by forces outside the
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country wanting to separate Tibet from China.

China has vilified the Dalai Lama for more than a decade, accusing him of a
campaign to split the Himalayan region from the rest of China. The Dalai Lama

says he is only seeking increased autonomy for Tibet.

The last few months have been the region’s most violent period since 2008,
when deadly rioting in Tibet’s capital, Lhasa, spread to Tibetan areas in adjoining
provinces. China responded by flooding the area with troops and closing Tibetan

regions entirely to foreigners for about a year.

Western reporters trying to visit that part of Sichuan in the last several weeks

have been turned away by security forces.

China says Tibet has been under its rule for centuries, but many Tibetans say the
region was functionally independent for most of that time. Anger over cultural
and religious restrictions is deepened by a sense that Tibetans have been margin-

alised economically by an influx of migrants from elsewhere in China.

Tibet Nun, 18, Sets Self Ablaze
By the Associated Press, Feb 12, 2012

An 18-year-old Tibetan nun has set herself on fire in western China in the latest
such protest against Beijing’s handling of the vast ethnic Tibetan regions it rules,
an overseas activist group said today. Free Tibet said in a statement that the nun
had died after setting herself ablaze yesterday. The young woman, identified as
Tenzin Choedon, was a nun at the Mamae Nunnery in Sichuan province’s Aba
prefecture.

It said Choedon shouted slogans of protest against the Chinese government
before setting herself on fire at a junction close to the nunnery. “Soldiers and
police came immediately and took her away,” Free Tibet said. “Soldiers then sut-
rounded the nunnery and sealed it off.”” As many as 18 monks, nuns, and ordinary
Tibetans have set themselves on fire over the past year, and Free Tibet says at
least 12 died from their injuries. The Mamae nunnery has a history of showing
fierce loyalty to the Dalai Lama. In October, a 20-year-old nun from the same
monastery died after setting herself on fire and a group of nuns at Mamae staged

a protest march in 2008.



Another Self-Immolation as Access to Tibetan Areas Blocked
China Digital Times, February 2012

Another Self-Immolation as Access to Tibetan Areas Blocked

On Saturday, an 18-year-old nun from Aba county, Sichuan died after setting
herself on fire. Her death is the latest in a string of self-immolations among Ti-
betans in which more than a dozen have died. Voice of America reports:

Tibetan activists identified the nun as Tenzin Choedon, who was quickly taken
away by Chinese security forces. Her nunnery, located in Aba county, east of
Tibet, was immediately sealed off.

The nun’s death brings the number of Tibetans who have died from self-immo-
lation in the past year to more than one dozen.

The Guardian’s Jonathan Watts reports on the government’s efforts to block
access to the region in the wake of the self-immolations and other protests:

At the nearby Kirti monastery, Chinese officers in fire trucks keep a close eye
on pilgrims prostrating themselves, in case their devotion turns to immolation.

Outsiders are not supposed to see this. The Chinese authorities have gone to
great lengths to block access to Aba, in north-western Sichuan, which is home
to more than half the 23 monks, nuns and lay Buddhists who have set fire to
themselves in acts of defiance aimed at the Chinese Communist party in the past
two years.

The authorities have blocked internet and mobile phone signals. Checkpoints
have been set up on surrounding roads to keep outside observers, particulatly
foreign journalists, away.

But after a 10-hour drive through mountain valleys and snow-covered plains,
the Guardian was able to get into Aba and witness how the authorities are trying
to quell dissent with security, propaganda and “re-education” campaigns. These
tactics have had little success. Despite flooding Aba with security personnel, the
protests continue.

China Media Project reported that a Sina Weibo post linking to this Guardian
story was quickly deleted.

The death of Tenzin Choedon follows reports of four more self-immolations
last week. A letter written in 1965 by Vietnamese Buddhist monk Thich Nath
Hanh to Martin Luther King, Jr. provides a Buddhist perspective on self-immo-
lation as an act of protest. Read more about the phenomenon of self-immolation

by Tibetans via CDT.
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Tibetan Teenage Girl Dies in Self Immolation Protest, Continuing Trend
NTDTV, 13 February 2012

A teenage gitl has become the latest in a series of Tibetans to set themselves on
fire to protest Chinese Communist policies in Tibet. 18-year-old Tenzin Choe-
don was a nun at a Buddhist religious institution in the heavily Tibetan Aba re-
gion of Sichuan Province. Tenzin is believed to have died from the severe burns
she sustained during her protest, according to a report by the UK-based NGO
Free Tibet. The organization estimates that 18 nuns, monks, and laypeople have
engaged in similar self-immolation protests over the past yeat, with 12 resulting
deaths. Some of the self-immolators have carried pictures or made statements
supporting of Tibet’s exiled religious leader, the Dalai Lama, who has expressed

distress over the current protest movement.

Teenage Tibetan nun sets herself on fire in China
The Durango Herald and Associated Pres, 12 February 2012

An 18-year-old Tibetan nun has set herself on fire in western China in the latest
such protest against Beijing’s handling of the vast ethnic Tibetan regions it rules,

an overseas activist group said.

Free Tibet said in a statement Sunday that the nun had died after setting set
herself ablaze Saturday. The young woman, identified as Tenzin Choedon, was a

nun at the Mamae Nunnery in Sichuan province’s Aba prefecture, the group said.

It said Choedon shouted slogans of protest against the Chinese government

before setting herself on fire at a junction close to the nunnery.

“Soldiers and police came immediately and took her away,” Free Tibet said.

“Soldiers then surrounded the nunnery and sealed it off.”

As many as 18 monks, nuns and ordinary Tibetans have set themselves on fire

over the past year, and Free Tibet says at least 12 died from their injuries.

The official Xinhua News Agency confirmed Choedon’s death in a report from
the Sichuan capital of Chengdu, saying she died on the way to a hospital. It did

not immediately give any other details.

Activist groups say the self-immolations are a protest against China’s policies
and a call for the return of the Dalai LLama, the Tibetans’ spiritual leader who fled
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from the Himalayan region to India amid an abortive uprising against Chinese
rule in 1959.

Government and police officials reached by telephone in Aba said they knew
nothing about any self-immolation and hung up. There was no number publicly
listed for the nunnery.

A statement by two Tibetan monks exiled in India, Losang Yeshe and Kanyag
Tsering, distributed by the London-based International Campaign for Tibet said
Choedon was the eldest of four children and a good student.

The Mamae nunnery has a history of showing fierce loyalty to the Dalai Lama.
In October, a 20-year-old nun from the same monastery died after setting herself
on fire and a group of nuns at Mamae staged a protest march in 2008, carrying
a portrait of the Dalai Lama, which led to mass detentions and prison terms for
some of the nuns, the ICT statement said.

The Chinese government has condemned the self-immolations and says an up-
surge in violence in Tibetan areas, including some deadly clashes between Ti-
betan protesters and security forces, are being instigated by forces outside the
country wanting to separate Tibet from China.

China has vilified the Dalai Lama for more than a decade, accusing him of a
campaign to split the Himalayan region from the rest of China. The Dalai Lama
says he is only seeking increased autonomy for Tibet.

The last few months have been the region’s most violent period since 2008,
when deadly rioting in Tibet’s capital, Lhasa, spread to Tibetan areas in adjoining
provinces. China responded by flooding the area with troops and closing Tibetan
regions entirely to foreigners for about a year.

Western reporters trying to visit that part of Sichuan in the last several weeks

have been turned away by security forces.

China says Tibet has been under its rule for centuries, but many Tibetans say the
region was functionally independent for most of that time. Anger over cultural
and religious restrictions is deepened by a sense that Tibetans have been margin-

alized economically by an influx of migrants from elsewhere in China.



138

Tibetan nun dies after self-immolation in China
Radio Netherlands, 12 February 2012

An 18-year-old nun set herself on fire in China’s restive southwest and later
died, rights groups said Sunday, the latest in a spate of such incidents among

ethnic Tibetans protesting Beijing’s rule.

The woman -- a member of a Buddhist nunnery in Aba prefecture in China’s
Sichuan province, which borders Tibet -- set herself alight on Saturday evening,
Free Tibet and the International Campaign for Tibet said.

This brings to at least 19 the number of people who have set themselves on fire

in the past year in Tibetan-inhabited areas in protest over Chinese rule.

Rights groups say another three Tibetans self-immolated earlier this month in
a remote village of Sichuan. However, local authorities quoted in the official

Global Times newspaper have denied that account.

The nun from the Mamae nunnery shouted out slogans of protest against the
Chinese government before setting herself alight, the rights groups said in state-

ments.

She is believed to have died, London-based Free Tibet said. Her name was given

by the groups as Tenzin Choedron, or Choedon.

Soldiers and police quickly took her away, still alive, and later sealed off the
nunnery, the groups said.

Free Tibet also said she was the second nun from Mamae to set herself on fire,

following another who died in October last year.

A police officer in Aba declined to comment. “I am not clear (about this),” the
official, who declined to be named, told AFP. Calls to the local Aba government

went unanswered.

China has stepped up security in Tibet and areas inhabited by ethnic Tibetans
following a series of protests against Chinese rule, some of which have turned

violent.

Security has also been tightened before March, the anniversary of anti-Chinese
protests in 2008 which started in the Tibetan capital Lhasa before spreading to

other areas.
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At least two people were killed last month in clashes between police and locals
in Sichuan, which has large populations of ethnic Tibetans, many of whom com-

plain of oppression.

Security forces on Thursday shot dead two Tibetan brothers who were on the
run after protesting against Chinese rule, according to US-based broadcaster Ra-
dio Free Asia.

Beijing has accused overseas organisations of seeking independence for Tibet

and blamed the Dalai Lama -- Tibet’s exiled spiritual leader -- for the unrest.

Tibetans have long chafed under China’s rule over the vast Tibetan plateau,
accusing Beijing of curbing religious freedoms and eroding their culture and

language, and these tensions have intensified over the past year.

But Beijing insists that Tibetans enjoy religious freedom and have benefited

from improved living standards brought by China’s economic expansion.

Following the violent incidents Chinese Prime Minister Wen Jiabao on Friday
pledged religious freedom and cultural protection in Tibet.

“We will place more importance on improving the lives of our Tibetan compa-
triots... and in preserving the freedom of religious belief of Tibetans,” he said.

Free Tibet called on the international community to do more.

“A handful of carefully crafted statements is no longer enough -- now is the

time for concerted international action,” the group said in the statement.

The United States said Friday it would raise concerns about human rights
among other issues during a closely watched visit in the coming week by Chinese

Vice President Xi Jinping, likely the country’s next leader.

“It is an area of grave concern for us to witness the increase of tensions in Ti-
bet and Xinjiang,” said Danny Russel, US President Barack Obama’s top adviser

on Asia.

The northwest region of Xinjiang is home to another ethnic group, Muslim

Uighurs, who have also staged violent protests against Chinese rule.
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Lobsang Gyatso

Age: 19

Occupation: Monk

Date of self-immolation: 13 February 2012
Place: Ngaba, Amdo, Northeastern Tibet

Current status: Unknown

Another Tibetan monk sets himself on fire
BBC News, 14 February 2012

According to Free Tibet and the International Campaign for Tibet ICT), Lob-
sang Gyatso, 19, set himself on fire on Monday in Aba county, Sichuan province.

Police allegedly beat him while they tried to extinguish the flames.
It was not immediately clear if the monk survived.

Aba county, an ethnic Tibetan area that is home to the Tibetan Buddhist Kirti

monastery, has been the scene of many of the self-immolations in recent months.

ICT, citing monks in exile and other Tibetan sources, said that two other Tibet-
ans had tried to help Mr Gyatso, but were severely beaten by police.

On Monday China confirmed that a Tibetan nun died on Saturday, also in Aba
county, after setting herself on fire.

In the last year, at least 21 young Tibetans have set themselves on fire in appar-

ent protest against Beijing’s rule.

Correspondents say Tibetan-populated parts of China are experiencing their
worst unrest in four years, with at least three deadly demonstrations reported in

January.

International media are denied access to the area, making it difficult to verify

accounts.
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Another Tibetan Self-Immolation from Restive Ngaba
1V'OA Tibetan

A Tibetan monk self-immolated himself Monday in Ngaba County in eastern
Tibet (Chinese: Aba County, Aba Autonomous Prefecture, Sichuan Province).

Tibetan exile sources with contacts in the area say 19-year-old Lobsang Gyatso

of Kirti monastery shouted slogans against China when he set himself ablaze.

Reports say police and special security forces immediately extinguished the fire

and took Gyatso away. His present condition and whereabouts are unknown.

Yesterday, an 18-year-old Tibetan nun died after setting herself on fire in an
anti-China protest.

Tibetan exile groups claim that 23 people have burned themselves since March

last year in desperate protests against China’s growing repression of Tibetans.

Today’s self-immolation is the 24™ Tibetan self-immolation since Kirti monk
Tapey set fire to himself on February 27, 2009.

China has worsened crackdown in the Tibetan area of Ngaba, Sichuan, fol-
lowing the self-immolation and death of a young Kirti monk called Phuntsog
on March 16, 2011. Fourteen more Tibetans are known to have self-immolated
from the Ngaba region since thenln the aftermath of Phuntsok’s protest and
subsequent show of solidarity by the monks at Kirti monastery, the authorities
launched a stringent patriotic education campaign at Kirti monastery, according

to Kirti monks in exile.

In April 2011, Chinese authorities seized more than 300 protesting monks from
the Kirti monastery. Beijing at the time denied involvement in the disappearanc-
es, before later admitting the monks were undergoing enforced “legal education”

at undisclosed locations.

Kirti monastery is one of the most important religioius institution in the area

with more than 2,500 monks studying at the monastery.

The recent immolations that have taken place mark a dramatic escalation in the
tactics opposing Beijing’s rule, and the Chinese government has been very critical

of the actions.

The Chinese government has condemned the self-immolations, calling them
a form of terrorism. Beijing has also accused Tibet’s exiled spiritual leader, the
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Dalai Lama, of supporting such acts.

The Dalai I.ama has denied encouraging self-immolations. In an interview with
the BBC television last year, the 76-year-old Buddhist leader said those who set
themselves on fire were brave, but that their sacrifice was not wise because it
resulted in a tougher crackdown by the Chinese authorities.

The Dalai L.ama fled into India in 1959 and has lived in exile for more than 50
years after flecing a failed revolt against Chinese rule in Tibet.

Tibetans have long sought greater freedom from Beijing’s rule, with some seck-

ing complete independence and others wanting greater autonomy within China.

Tibet: 19-year old monk self-immolates. Chinese police arrest activist
Asia News, 14 February 2012

Dharamsala (AsiaNews) - A young monk of just 19 set himself on fire yesterday
afternoon in the Chinese province of Sichuan, in an escalation of protest against
the repression imposed by Beijing. This is the second extreme gesture in two
days by Tibetan youth (see AsiaNews 13/02/2012 In Ngaba, 18-year-old man
dies in self-immolation and brings the number of victims to 24 - even though
there is no official confirmation of his death - since February 2009. Meanwhile,
Chinese authorities have arrested a prominent lawyer who defends the rights of
the Tibetan people and culture. Local sources, who denounce the disappearance
of Dawa Dorje - government investigator in Nagchu, in the Tibet Autonomous
Region (TAR) - last week in the hands of Beijing officials for having expressed
concern about “the closure of the monasteries.”

Yesterday afternoon, Lobsang Gyatso, of Kirti Monastery in the town of Ng-
aba, Sichuan province, set himself on fire in the town center. Local sources quot-
ed by the International Campaign for Tibet (ICT) and Free Tibet, report that the
police intervened, beating him so wildly that they extinguished the flames and
took him away. Meanwhile, the Chinese security forces have set up checkpoints

throughout the city and launched raids on homes and inhabitants.

Anonymous sources also confirm the detention of the lawyer Dawa Dorje, who
was arrested at Gonggar airport in Lhasa, the capital of Tibet. Right now, “no
further information” is known about the episode and sources say the family “is

trying desperately to find the place where he is detained.” A friend of Dotje who
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lives in India, identified by the name of Rabgye, told Radio Free Asia (RFA) that
the lawyer had recently visited Sichuan, theatre of recent anti-Chinese violent.
“He said - he his friend reports - the major source of concern is the continued

closure of monasteries in Driru”.

Last weekend more than 200 Tibetans protested in the city of Kyegudo, Yulshul
prefecture, while in the city of Kardze activists erected billboards demanding
independence for Tibet. In the streets of McLeodganj, a suburb of Dharamsala,
Tibetans brandished photos of 22 people in the community who have set them-
selves on fire in recent years, while a video that portrays images of burning and

self-immolation occurred from 2008 to today was shown.

The Dalai Lama and many Buddhist figures have repeatedly called on their
followers not to commit these acts and to think in the long term, but they also
admitted that the deprivation of freedom of Tibetans which has increased from
year to year. The police, on the orders of the communist central government, in-
stead of seeking dialogue and slow deaths, continues to maintain very tight con-
trol in the regions inhabited by Tibetans. The regional secretary of the Tibetan
Communist Party of China has asked its officials to declare “war on the Dalai

Lama’s secessionist “, threatening the officials who did not seek to expel them.

Teen Tibetan monk self-immolates
News 24, February 14 2012

Beijing - A teenage Tibetan monk has set fire to himself in a restive town in
south-western China, while around 200 Tibetans protested in another town, re-

ports said on Tuesday.

Lobsang Gyatso, aged 19, set fire to himself on Monday in Aba town, or Ngaba
in Tibetan, L.ondon-based Free Tibet said.

Police put out the flames and took away Lobsang, who was a monk at nearby
Kirti monastery. It was not known if he survived the self-immolation, the group

said.

His protest was the 24th self-immolation reported in Tibetan areas of China in

the past two years, most of them in or near Aba.

It came on the same day that the Chinese government confirmed the death of

a 19-year-old nun who self-immolated in Aba on Saturday.
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Meanwhile, around 200 Tibetans protested in the main square of Yushu town,
or Jyekundo, in Qinghai province on Saturday, followed by a smaller protest on
Sunday, Free Tibet said.

6 dead

In another development, a state-run newspaper in Sichuan’s Ganzi prefecture
has confirmed eatlier reports by Tibetan exiles that police shot dead two fugitive

Tibetans who had fled after violence in Luhuo town, or Drango, last month.

At least six other Tibetans died in clashes with security forces in Luhuo and the
nearby Seda area of Sichuan’s Ganzi prefecture last month, according to reports

by Tibetan exile groups, international rights groups and US-based Radion Free
Asia.

The reports suggested growing tension in several Tibetan areas, with Free Tibet
saying police were searching people at checkpoints around Aba on Monday.

It quoted sources in Yushu as saying paramilitary police there were also restrict-
ing the movement of local residents, with some people confined to their homes

and others banned from leaving the town.

About 100 Free Tibet activists protested outside the White House in Washing-
ton on Monday before the arrival of Chinese Vice President Xi Jinping;

Several activists unfurled a giant banner on the Arlington Memorial Bridge in
the city to protest the visit by Xi, who is scheduled to meet US President Barack
Obama on Tuesday.
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Damchoe Sangpo

Age: 40

Occupation: Monk

Date of self-immolation: 17 Febraury 2012
Place: Themchen Dzong, Tsojang, Amdo,

Northeastern Tibet

Current status: Deceased

LATEST SELF-IMMOLATION
Reuters, BEIJING, February 17,2012

The US.-based broadcaster Radio Free Asia reported that another Tibetan
monk, Damchoe Sangpo, aged about 40, had burned himself to death on Friday
in China’s western Qinghai province.

The monk set himself on fire after protesting Chinese security strictures at
Bongtak monastery in the Haixi district, RFA said in a report that could not be

immediately verified.

Sangpo’s death was the 22nd confirmed self-immolation by Tibetans protesting
Chinese rule in Tibetan regions since February 2009, RFA said.

Tibetan advocacy groups say as many as seven Tibetans were shot dead and
dozens wounded during protests in Sichuan in January. Chinese state media re-
ported that police fired in self-defense on “mobs” that stormed police stations.

Human Rights Watch said the recent batch of Tibetan detainees had travelled

in and out of China on valid Chinese passports.

“There is no known regulation banning Tibetans from attending the teachings,
and the returnees undergoing re-education have not been accused of any crime,
such as carrying illicit documents or crossing the Chinese border without permis-
sion,” it said.

“There are no reportts so far that any of the estimated 700 ethnic Chinese from
China who attended the Dalai Lama’s teachings in Bihar have been detained on
their return to China, suggesting that the detainees are being selected because of
their ethnicity,” the group added.
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Rights groups say Tibetan parts of China have been put under even tighter
security than normal ahead of the Tibetan new year, which falls on February 22.

The Dalai Lama fled to India in 1959 after a failed uprising against Chinese rule.

(Reporting by Ben Blanchard; Additional reporting by Michael Martina, Sanjeev
Miglani and Paul Eckert in Washington; editing by Todd Eastham)

Tibetan monk self-immolates to protest China: group
By Staff Reporter, AFP Asian Edition, Feb 17, 2012

A Tibetan monk burned himself to death on Friday in a protest against a crack-
down on his monastery, in the latest of a wave of self-immolations against Bei-

jing’s rule, an exile group said.

Tamchoe Sangpo set himself alight after he unsuccessfully tried to persuade
security forces to leave his monastery in Qinghai province, where Beijing was
carrying out a “re-education” campaign after recent protests, London-based Free

Tibet said.

The group said that Sangpo was in his late 30s and served on the Bongthak
monastery’s Democratic Management Committee, a government-backed body

through which China tries to enforce its rules in Tibetan areas.

US-backed broadcaster Radion Free Asia, quoting exiled Tibetans, said that
China had sent forces to the monastery in Haixi prefecture after ordering the

monks not to hold a traditional prayer festival.

“Damchoe objected to this and told the Chinese officials that if they didn’t
withdraw their troops from the monastery, the monks should not be held respon-
sible for any incident that might follow,” Radio Free Asia quoted an India-based

monk named Shingsa as saying.

Atleast 21 Tibetans, many of them Buddhist monks, have set fire to themselves

in recent months to protest what they say is religious and cultural repression.

China has disputed accounts of the incidents and accuses overseas groups and

Tibet’s exiled spiritual leader the Dalai Lama of fomenting unrest.
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Another self-immolation in Tibet
By Harold Mandel, Examiner, February 19 2012

Today is just another sad day for Buddhists as the flames of discontent con-
tinue to rage in Tibet. The intense pain of the Tibetans who have been enduring
difficult conditions under Chinese rule appears to have become infectious. Bud-
dhists in Syracuse have been joining in prayers upon receiving news of another
self-immolation of a Tibetan protesting oppressive Chinese rule. The Tibet Sun
has reported “Another Tibetan monk self-immolates to protest China.”

It has been reported that a Tibetan monk burned himself to death on Friday in
a protest against a crackdown on his monastery. This was the latest in a series of
self-immolations against Beijing’s rule. London-based Free Tibet said Damchoe
Sangpo set himself on fire after he failed to persuade security forces to allow him
to leave his monastery in Qinghai Province, where Beijing has been carrying out

a “re-education” campaign after recent protests.

Sangpo, who was in his late 30s, served on the Bongthak monastery’s Demo-
cratic Management Committee, which is a government-backed body through
which China tries to enforce its rule in Tibetan areas. Radio Free Asia, quoting
exiled Tibetans, has said that China had sent forces to the monastery in Haixi

prefecture after ordering the monks not to hold a traditional prayer festival.

Radio Free Asia quoted an India-based monk named Shingsa as saying “Dam-
choe objected to this and told the Chinese officials that if they didn’t withdraw
their troops from the monastery, the monks should not be held responsible for
any incident that might follow.” The self-immolation of Damchoe followed and
sadness pervades Buddhist communities worldwide today as Tibet remains in

turmoil.

bttp:/ | www.rfa.org/ english/ news/ tibet/ intrusion-02172012113723. hinl

Monk Burns to Protest Monastery Intrusion
REA, 2012-02-17

A Tibetan monk burned himself to death on Friday after protesting Chinese
security intrusions at his monastery in China’s western Qinghai province, adding

to tensions in protest-hit Tibetan-populated areas, sources said.
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Damchoe Sangpo, aged about 40 and a monk at the Bongtak monastery in
Themchen county of the Tsonub (in Chinese, Haixi) prefecture, set himself
ablaze at around 6:00 a.m. local time and died shortly afterward, an India-based

senior Tibetan monk named Shingsa said, citing contacts in the region.

It was the 22nd confirmed self-immolation by Tibetans protesting Chinese poli-
cies and rule in Tibetan regions since a wave of the fiery protests began in Febru-
ary 2009.

Three other self-immolations were reported in early February in a remote re-
gion of Sichuan province, but have never been confirmed due to communication

problems stemming from the stepped-up crackdown by Chinese security forces.

Damchoe Sangpo, the monk who died in Friday’s protest, had objected to the
cancelling by Chinese authorities of a traditional prayer festival at the monastery
and to the presence of Chinese security forces, Shingsa told RFA in an interview.
“After the Tibetan New Year, which in Qinghai’s Amdo region coincides with the
Chinese New Year, Chinese officials banned the [monastery’s] Monlam religious

gathering and sent armed security forces there ,” Shingsa said.

“Damchoe objected to this, and told the Chinese officials that if they didn’t
withdraw their troops from the monastery, the monks should not be held respon-
sible for any incident that might follow;” he said.

“When monks came out of the temple after morning services, they saw Dam-
choe burning,” Shingsa said, adding, “He died on the spot.”

Chinese security measures had already been tightened at Bongtak following an
earlier protest by a monk protesting mining in the area, a Tibetan exile parliament

source was quoted as saying

“Some years back, a Chinese company began digging in the area in search of
silver deposits. A monk named Kalsang made a video protesting the excavation,
for which he was detained and then sentenced to a year and a half in jail,” the

source said.
“After that, the Chinese increased their military presence in the area,” he said.
Communications cut

Tibetan-populated regions in China have been shaken by a series of self-immo-
lations and protests recently, leading to a bloody crackdown by security forces
and the arrest of scores, if not hundreds, of Tibetans.
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Chinese authorities have virtually cut off communication lines amid the crack-
down, and information flow has been severely restricted, according to soutces

who have traveled out of these places.

Damchoe Sangpo was the youngest of 10 siblings, of whom all the others were
gitls, Shingsa said.

“His father’s name is Taklha. His mother passed away when he was very young.”

Damchoe Sangpo, who was described by Shingsa as a “highly responsible per-
son,” was ordained as a monk in 1991 and went to India in 1994.

“IThree years] later, he returned to Tibet and became the disciplinarian of the

monastery. Before his death, he tutored the monks in religious texts.”

It is not clear whether the Chinese authorities or the monks are now in posses-

sion of Damchoe Sangpo’s body, Shingsa said.

“Because of the heavy troop presence at the monastery, no more phone calls

can be made, and it appears that all of the lines have been cut,” he said.

bttp:/ | www.asianews.it/ news-en/ Tibetan-monk-self-immolates-in-protest-against-raid-by-
Chinese-anthorities-24011. bl

Tibetan monk self-immolates in protest against raid by Chinese authorities
Asia News, 02/18/2012

Dharamsala (AsiaNews / Agencies) - A Tibetan monk set himself on fire yes-
terday afternoon, to protest against intrusion of Chinese security forces in a
monastery in the western province of Qinghai, the man died from severe burns
and his gesture has helped to fuel anxiety and anger against Beijing’s occupation
of the Tibetan region. This is the 22nd confirmed self-immolation, since protests
against Chinese policies began in February 2009, according to other sources, the
number has reached 25, but there is no official confirmation because of the cen-
sorship imposed by China. Meanwhile, the tragic protest by Tibetan Buddhists
has gained the support of the highest religious figure in Vietnam, who says the
repression in Tibet is “a challenge to all humanity.”

Local sources, interviewed by Radio Free Asia (RFA), say that 40-year old monk
Damchoe Sangpo, of Bongtak monastery, County Themchen, Tsonub prefec-
ture, set himself on fire at around 6 am yesterday and died shortly after. He
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wanted to protest against the decision of Chinese authorities, who forced the
cancellation of a traditional prayer meeting in the monastery, and the constant
presence of security forces. “When the monks left the temple - 2 monk named
Shingsa tells a RFA - at the end of morning prayers, they saw Damchoe burn.
He died on the spot.”

To try to contain the fires and the daily news of protests, China has imposed
strict censorship and the severing of all outside communications. Security forces
have implemented a strict control on monasteries and arrested scores of people,
if not hundreds. However, the self-immolation still receives the support of influ-

ential personalities of international Buddhism.

In a secret letter sent to the Dalai Lama, Thich Quang Do - Vietnamese Bud-
dhists’ spiritual leader and head of the Unified Buddhist Church of Vietnam,
from Hanoi haunted - says that the fires may be the only way in the battle for
religious freedom against Chinese rule . “Self-immolation is a tragic and extreme
gesture - writes the patriarch - and should be avoided at all costs.” But there are
“times when extreme acts”, says the 83 year old monk, such as becoming “a hu-
man torch” is the only way to “dispel the darkness and ignorance.” In the letter
he mentions the most famous case of self-immolation of a Vietnamese Buddhist
monk, in 1963, during the war: “This gesture from the film released - concludes
Thich Quang Do - shocked the conscience of the world.”

In all these months, the Dalai Lama has often urged the young Tibetans to pre-

serve their lives and not take part in these extreme measures.

bttp:/ | www.indianexpress.com/ news/ another-tibetan-monk-selfimmolates-against-chinas-
crackdown) 913717/

Another Tibetan monk self-immolates against China’s crackdown
Indian Express, Feb 18 2012

Another Tibetan monk burned himself to death today in a protest against a
crackdown on his monastery, in the latest of a wave of self-immolations against

Beijing’s rule, an exile group said.

Tamchoe Sangpo set himself alight after he unsuccessfully tried to persuade

security forces to leave his monastery in Qinghai province, where Beijing was
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carrying out a “re-education” campaign after recent protests, London-based Free

Tibet said.

The group said that Sangpo was in his late 30s and served on the Bongthak
monastery’s Democratic Management Committee, a government-backed body
through which China tries to enforce its rules in Tibetan areas.

US-backed broadcaster Radio Free Asia, quoting exiled Tibetans, said that Chi-
na had sent forces to the monastery in Haixi prefecture after ordering the monks

not to hold a traditional prayer festival.

“Damchoe objected to this and told the Chinese officials that if they didn’t
withdraw their troops from the monastery, the monks should not be held re-

sponsible for any

incident that might follow,” Radio Free Asia quoted an India-based monk

named Shingsa as saying;

Atleast 21 Tibetans, many of them Buddhist monks, have set fire to themselves

in recent months to protest what they say is religious and cultural repression.

China has disputed accounts of the incidents and accuses overseas groups and
Tibet’s exiled spiritual leader the Dalai Lama of fomenting unrest.
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Nangdrol

Age: 18

Occupation: Layman

Date of self-immolation: 19 February 2012
Place: Dzamthang, Ngaba, Amdo,
Northeastern Tibet

Current status: Deceased

The last message of Nangdrol:

Raise your head high with conrage and loyalty. I, Nangdrol, call with gratitude upon my
parents, siblings and relatives. The time has come for me to leave, For the sake of the Tibetan
people, by lighting my life on fire. My requests to the Tibetans are -- Be united, Be Tibetan,
Dress Tibetan and Speak Tibetan. Never forget that you are a Tibetan, Be compassionate;
Respect your parents; Most of all be united; Treat animals with compassion, Do not slaughter
them.

Long live His Holiness the Dalai Lama! 1ong live all the lamas and tulkus of the Land
of Snow.

May Tibetan people be free from China’s oppressive rule, There is immense suffering under
China’s rule, and this suffering is unbearable. There is no way to further endure this Chinese
occupation, its terrible rule, this torture without trace. In the end the merciless Chinese will kill
the Tibetans. Long live His Holiness the Dalai Lama.’

(Translated from Tibetan by Bhuchung D. Sonam)

Teenage Tibetan immolates in Dzamthang
Tibet.net, Press Release, 20 February 2012

DHARAMSALA — The Central Tibetan Administration is deeply aggrieved
and concerned over the news of self-immolation of Nangdrol, who according to

information was only 18 years old.

While in flames, Nangdrol was last heard praying, “May His Holiness the Dalai

Lama live thousands of years and Freedom for Tibet”. He was from Choeje vil-
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lage, Barma township in Dzamthang, He is the fourth of eight siblings.

It is reported that the public managed to take the body to Dzamthang Gon-
chen, monastery of the locality and performed the traditional Buddhist death
rituals despite strong restriction by the armed forces. Due to pressure from the
armed forces, Nangdrol’s body was cremated at 01am local time. Even in the odd

winter-night, over 1,000 Tibetans were present at the cremation.

The Central Tibetan Administration once again urge the Chinese leadership to
positively respond to prevent these spontaneous acts of individual Tibetans by

putting in place measures that address the genuine grievances of the Tibetans.

http:/ | www.gnardian.co.uk/ world/ 2012/ feb/ 20/ tibetan-monk-dies-self-immolation

Tibetan monk, 18, dies after setting fire to himself in Chinese monastery
Associated Press and The Guardian, Monday 20 February 2012

A campaign group says a Tibetan monk has died after setting himself on fire at

a monastery in western China’s Sichuan province.

The London-based International Campaign for Tibet said on Monday that
18-year-old Nangdrol self-immolated on Sunday after shouting slogans in favour
of Tibetan independence and exiled Tibetan leader the Dalai Lama.

His death brings to at least 21 the number of Tibetans who have set themselves
on fire over the past year to protest Chinese government policies over Tibetan
society and the Buddhist religion. Chinese security has cut off access to Tibetan
areas, making it virtually impossible to independently confirm such acts.

As many as 21 monks, nuns and ordinary Tibetans have set themselves on fire

over the past year, and Free Tibet says at least 13 died from their injuries.

Such acts show no signs of abating, even as China ratchets up security and seals
off Tibetan areas to outsiders, making it impossible to know what is actually

happening inside.

China blames supporters of China’s exiled Buddhist leader the Dalai L.ama for
encouraging the self-immolations and anti-government protests that have led to
the deaths of an unknown number of Tibetans at the hands of police. Authori-
ties have reportedly detained and forced into re-education classes hundreds of
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Tibetans who went to India to receive religious instruction from the Dalai L.ama,
who China accuses of campaigning to split Tibet from the rest of China. The

Dalai LLama says he is seeking only increased autonomy for Tibet.

http:/ | wwm.telegraph.co.uk/ news/ worldnews/ asia/ tibet/ 9092560/ Tibetan-monk-self-inr-

molates-in-Sichuan-province.hinil

Tibetan monk self-immolates in Sichuan province
The Telegraph, 20 Feb 2012

Eighteen-year-old Nangdrol self-immolated on Sunday in Sichuan province af-
ter shouting slogans in favor of Tibetan independence and exiled Tibetan leader
the Dalai Lama, the London-based International Campaign for Tibet said.

His death brings to at least 21 the number of Tibetans who have set themselves
on fire over the past year - including one on Friday. The acts are among increas-
ingly radical protests against Chinese government controls over Tibetan society
and the Buddhism.

Following Nangdrol’s death, police demanded that his body be handed over,
but monks at his Samdrup Norbu Ling monastery in Aba prefecture in Sichuan
refused, the ICT said, citing Tibetan monks based in India. More than 1,000
people gathered at the monastery overnight to stand guard over the body, it said.

Chinese security has cut off access to Tibetan areas, making it virtually impos-
sible to independently confirm such acts. Calls to local government and Com-

munist Party offices rang unanswered on Monday.

China blames Dalai LLama supporters for encouraging the self-immolations and
other anti-government protests that have led to the deaths of an unknown num-

ber of Tibetans at the hands of police.

However, the self-declared Tibetan government-in-exile has issued statements
discouraging self-immolation, including a statement Saturday expressing concern
and shock and saying that any protests should be peaceful, dignified and “in ac-

cordance with the laws of your country.”

Activists say Tibetans are being pushed into ever-more radical acts because of
intense pressure from China’s police and military, who maintain a highly visible

presence in towns and occupy monasteties while forcing monks to endure hours
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On Sunday, an overseas Tibetan news service reported Chinese police had taken
Tibetan writer Gangkye Drubpa Kyab from his home in the main town of Sich-
uan’s Serthar county on Wednesday night and he has not been released.

Citing a Tibetan politician living in exile, the Norway-based Voice of Tibet said
that when Drubpa Kyab’s wife asked for a warrant, police told her they wanted
to talk with her husband.

Police and government officials in Serthar and in Ganzi, the Sichuan province
prefecture that administers Serthar, either could not be reached by telephone
Sunday or said they had not heard about the case.

In Serthar, also known as Seda, Tibetan protesters clashed with security forces
last month, leaving at least two Tibetans dead. The government said the protest-
ers had attacked a police station. It was not known whether Drubpa Kyab was

involved in the protests.

A Tibetan writer living in Beijing, Woeser, said on her much-read blog that she
was familiar with the 33-year-old Drubpa Kyab’s writings. She said that he is a
Serthar native and has been a teacher and writer there for 10 years.

He would be at least the second cultural figure to be detained in the latest wave
of arrests. Dawa Dorje, described as a civil servant and advocate for promoting

traditional Tibetan music and culture, was reportedly arrested two weeks ago.

Teen monk burns to death in protest
The New Zealand Herald, Feb. 21, 2012

An 18-year-old Tibetan Buddhist monk has died after a self-immolation protest

in south-western China’s Sichuan province, exiles and rights groups say.

Hundreds of other monks and lay Tibetans prevented police from seizing the
body of the monk after he set fire to himself on Sunday in Rangtang county,

known as Dzamthang in Tibetan, the International Campaign for Tibet said.

The monk, identified by the single name, Nangdrol, had shouted his support
for the exiled Tibetan spiritual leader, the Dalai Lama, and “Freedom for Tibet.”

His self-immolation was the latest of about two dozen such protests in Tibetan

areas of China in recent months.
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It followed the self-immolation on Friday of 38-year-old monk Damchoe Sang-

po, an official at his monastery in nearby Tianjun county in Qinghai province.

Damchoe was angered by a growing security presence at his monastery and by
restrictions on a traditional religious festival, US-based Radio Free Asia quoted

exiled monks as saying.

The Chinese government has tightened security in most Tibetan areas this year

amid a series of protests and self-immolations.

Police arrested popular Tibetan writer Gangkye Drubpa Kyab last week in Sich-
uan’s Seda, the broadcaster said.

Speaking after meeting EU leaders last week, Premier Wen Jiabao said the re-
cent Tibetan protests had “no popular support” and stemmed from “attempts to

incite a small number of monks to take extreme acts.”

hitp:] | wwm.phaynl.com/ news/ article.aspx?id=30923»1=1

Another self-immolation days ahead of Losar
By Tendar Tsering, Phayul, February 19, 2012

DHARAMSHALA, February 19: Amidst the ongoing self-immolations, anoth-
er teenaged Tibetan in Tibet set himself on fire and is reportedly dead.

The 18 year old teenaged Tibetan, Nangdrol set himself on fire today in the
afternoon in Amdo Ngaba, the nerve centre of almost all the Tibetan self-immo-

lations in the recent months.

“Nangdrol set himself on fire and died on the spot. Right now his body is
with the Ngaba Dzamthang monastery,” Tsayang Gyaltso, an exiled Tibetan told
Phayul citing his contacts in Tibet.The monastery in the region took the charred

body of Nangdrol and performed religious services.
“Nangdrol has also left his testament,” Tsayang Gyaltso said.

The fiery wave of self-immolations that has gripped Tibet for the last 11
months has, off late, witnessed an alarming increase in the rate at which Tibetans

are willing to torch their bodies.

Tibetans in exile fear that there will be more loss of Tibetan lives and bloodshed
in the coming days coinciding with the Tibetan New Year which falls on 22nd



157

February and on the Anniversary of the Tibetan National Uprising in March.

So far more than two dozen Tibetans in Tibet have torched their bodies and a
dozen others died under the Chinese open fire calling for freedom in Tibet and
return of the Dalai Lama from exile.

hitp:/ | tibet.net/ 2012/ 05/ 09/ new-video-footage-show-self-immolations-in-3amthang/

New Video Footage Shows Self-Immolations in Zamthang
Tibet.net, May 9, 2012

New video footages coming out of Tibet shows tragic self-immolation of three
Tibetans and audio recordings of their last wishes to restore freedom and pres-
ervation of Tibetan identity and culture under the repressive rule of the Chinese

government.

The footages also depicts the peaceful demonstrations and protests that took
place in Zamthang,Ngaba in north-eastern Tibet in January 2012 and the subse-
quent police firing that killed Ogyen, a 20-year-old Tibetan in Barma township.

The video shows the self-immolation of Nangdrol on 19 February, 2012.
Nangdrol’s photo before and after the self-immolation and his last wishes are
also contained in the video.

Nangdrol has stated in his last wish that he is giving up his life to fire because
there is immense suffering in Tibet under the repressive policies of Chinese gov-
ernment. He has called upon all Tibetans to preserve our identity, unite and

maintain harmony, and pray for the long life of His Holiness the Dalai Lama.

The footage of Sonam and Choephag Kyab, who set themselves on fire on
19 April 2012 and left audio recordings of their last wishes. They said they self-
immolated for the restoration of freedom in Tibet and world peace. The suf-
fering of the Tibetan people is far greater than the tragedy of setting my body
on fire,they said. Choephag Kyab and Sonam, both in their early twenties, were
studying in a school established by the Chinese government for minority nation-

als. The location of the schools is not known.
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Tibetan monk self-immolates
Taipei Times, Feb 21, 2012

An 18-year-old Tibetan Buddhist monk set himself on fire to protest Chinese
rule — becoming at least the 21st to do so in the past year — and more than
1,000 people were trying to prevent police from taking his body, an overseas Tibet
support group reported yesterday. Nangdrol self-immolated on Sunday outside
his monastery in Aba County, where most of the immolations have occurred,
the Washington-based International Campaign for Tibet said. The group said
Nangdrol shouted slogans for Tibetan independence and for the Dalai Lama.
Nangdrol’s is the latest in what seem to be increasing numbers of immolations
that have galvanized other monks and lay people to protest Chinese government
controls over Tibetan society and the Buddhist religion. More than 1,000 people
gathered at the monastery overnight to stand guard over the body, the group said.

‘Teenage Tibetan monk self-immolates, dies’
ZEE News, 20 February 2012

Beijing: An overseas group said on Monday that a Tibetan Buddhist monk died
after setting himself on fire outside a monastery in western China, and more than

1,000 people were trying to prevent police from taking his body away.

Eighteen-year-old Nangdrol self-immolated on Sunday in Sichuan province af-
ter shouting slogans in favour of Tibetan independence and exiled Tibetan leader

the Dalai Lama, the London-based International Campaign for Tibet said.

His death brings to at least 21 the number of Tibetans who have set themselves
on fire over the past year — including one on Friday. The acts are among increas-
ingly radical protests against Chinese government controls over Tibetan society
and the Buddhist religion.

Following Nangdrol’s death, police demanded that his body be handed over,
but monks at his Samdrup Norbu Ling monastery in Aba prefecture in Sichuan
refused, the ICT said, citing Tibetan monks based in India. More than 1,000
people gathered at the monastery overnight to stand guard over the body, it said.
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Chinese security has cut off access to Tibetan areas, making it virtually impos-
sible to independently confirm such acts. Calls to local government and Com-

munist Party offices rang unanswered on Monday.

China blames Dalai Lama supporters for encouraging the self-immolations and
other anti-government protests that have led to the deaths of an unknown num-

ber of Tibetans at the hands of police.

However, the self-declared Tibetan government-in-exile has issued statements
discouraging self-immolation, including a statement on Saturday expressing con-
cern and shock and saying that any protests should be peaceful, dignified and “in

accordance with the laws of your country”.

Activists say Tibetans are being pushed into ever-more radical acts because of
intense pressure from China’s police and military, who maintain a highly visible
presence in towns and occupy monasteries while forcing monks to endure hours

of political indoctrination at the expense of their religious studies.

On Sunday, an overseas Tibetan news service reported Chinese police had taken
Tibetan writer Gangkye Drubpa Kyab from his home in the main town of Sich-
uan’s Serthar county on Wednesday night and he has not been released.

Citing a Tibetan politician living in exile, the Norway-based Voice of Tibet said
that when Drubpa Kyab’s wife asked for a warrant, police told her they wanted
to talk with her husband.

Police and government officials in Serthar and in Ganzi, the Sichuan province
prefecture that administers Serthar, either could not be reached by telephone on
Sunday or said they had not heard about the case.

In Serthar, also known as Seda, Tibetan protesters clashed with security forces
last month, leaving at least two Tibetans dead. The government said the protest-
ers had attacked a police station. It was not known whether Drubpa Kyab was

involved in the protests.

A Tibetan writer living in Beijing, Woeser, said on her much-read blog that she
was familiar with the 33-year-old Drubpa Kyab’s writings. She said that he is a
Serthar native and has been a teacher and writer there for 10 years. He would
be at least the second cultural figure to be detained in the latest wave of arrests.
Dawa Dorje, described as a civil servant and advocate for promoting traditional

Tibetan music and culture, was reportedly arrested two weeks ago.



160

hitp:] | www.examiner.com/ article/ another-teen-tibetan-is-dead-from-self-immolation

Another teen Tibetan is dead from self-immolation
Examiner, 12 February 2012

There is no sunshine in the hearts and minds of Buddhists and their friends
again today upon receiving news that another young Tibetan is dead from self-
immolation. Buddhists in Syracuse are deeply disturbed about this and are find-
ing time for deep prayers today. It has been reported by the Tibet Sun “Another

teenage Tibetan monk self-immolates, dies.”

The Washington-based International Campaign for Tibet has said a young Ti-
betan Buddhist monk set himself on fire to protest Chinese rule, becoming at
least the 21st to do so in the past year, and that greater than 1,000 people have
been trying to prevent police from taking his body. It has been reported eighteen-
year-old Nangdrol self-immolated on Sunday outside his monastery in Ngaba,
where most of the self-immolations have occurred. As he set himself on fire it
is said Nangdrol shouted slogans for Tibetan independence and for the Dalai
Tama, the Tibetan leader who is exiled in India.

The Chinese security has since cut off access to Tibetan areas, therefore making
it almost impossible to confirm what is actually going on in Tibet now. And tele-
phone calls to local government and Communist Party offices rang unanswered
on Monday. The Chinese government has been blaming Dalai L.ama and his
supporters for encouraging the self-immolations and other anti-government pro-
tests that have resulted in further repressive measures. However, the self-declared
Tibetan government-in-exile and the Dalai I.ama have said they have not encour-
aged any self-immolations. And so sadness pervades Tibetan communities today

as a Chinese crackdown on protests continues to harden.

Nangdrol cremated, Thousands pay homage
Phayul, 20 February 2012

DHARAMSHALA, February 20: The fiery wave of self-immolation in Tibet

continues to rage on with three Tibetans torching their bodies last week alone.

On Monday Losang Gyatso, a 19 year-old monk at the Kirit monastery in the
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beleaguered region of Ngaba, eastern Tibet set himself ablaze shouting slogans
of protest against the Chinese government. He reportedly survived the protest

but his whereabouts and well being are not yet known.

On Friday, Dhamchoe Sangpo, a 38 year-old monk from Bongthak Ewam Tare
Shedrup Dhargey Ling monastery in Tsongon, Amdo, eastern Tibet set his body
on fire during a prayer gathering at the monastery, where several villagers were in
attendance. Dhamchoe Sangpo, a teacher at the monastic school was protesting
against the repressive policies of the Chinese government, including the intensi-

fication of the patriotic re-education campaign at his monastery.

On Sunday, 18-year old Tibetan from Dzamthang, Ngaba, eastern Tibet set
himself on fire and died on the spot. According to sources in exile, Nangdrol
raised slogans calling for the ‘long life of His Holiness the Dalai L.ama’ and
‘freedom for Tibet’.

The monks defied police orders and were able to carry Nangdrol’s charred body
back to the monastery where traditional Buddhist rituals were carried out for

him.

As pressure and intimidation mounted from the growing numbers of Chinese

armed forces at the monastery, Nangdrol was cremated just hours after his death.

More that 1000 people gathered in Dzamthang to keep watch over the body of
Nangdrol and pay their last respects.

Nangdrol was the fourth of eight children, and is from Choeje village, Barma
township, Dzamthang, the Tibetan area of Amdo.

According to the Dharamshala based Central Tibetan Administration, 23 Tibet-
ans have set their bodies on fire since Tapey’s self-immolation in 2009.

The self-immolating monks, nuns, and laymen have demanded the return of
Tibetan spiritual leader His Holiness the Dalai L.ama from exile and freedom in
Tibet.

Many parts of Tibet are under an undeclared martial law as phone lines and in-

ternet connections in many of the tense areas remain cut for nearly a month now.

In the build up to the Tibetan new year on February 22 and the anniversary
of the Tibetan National Uprising Day on March 10, Chinese authorities have
banned all outside visitors to Tibet.
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Tsering Kyi

Age: 19

Occupation: Student

Date of self-immolation: 3 March 2012

Place: Machu town, Amdo, Northeastern Tibet

Current status: Deceased

Tibetan Self-Immolations Rise as China Tightens Grip
By Andrew Jacobs, The New York Times, 23 March 2012

MAQU, China — Like many children of Tibetan nomads, Tsering Kyi started
school relatively late, at age 10, but by all accounts she made up for lost time by
studying with zeal.

“Even when she was out at pasture with her parents’ flock, there was always a
book in her hand,” a cousin said.

That passion for learning apparently turned to despair this month when the
Maqu County Tibetan Middle School, in Gansu Province near Tibet, switched to
Chinese from Tibetan as the language of instruction. The policy shift has incited
protests across the high-altitude steppe that is home to five million Tibetans and

a far greater number of ethnic Han Chinese.

On March 3, a few days before the start of the spring semester, Tsering Kyi,
20, emerged from a public toilet at the town’s produce market, her wispy frame
bound in gasoline-soaked blankets that had been encircled with wire, relatives
and local residents said.

In a flash she was a heap of flames, her fist raised defiantly, before falling to the
ground, residents said. She died at the scene.

Over the past year 29 Tibetans, seven of them in the last three weeks, have
chosen a similarly agonizing, self-annihilating protest against Chinese policies.
Of those, 22 have died.

Beijing, alarmed about the threat to stability in a region seething with discon-
tent over religious and cultural controls, has responded with an assortment of
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heavy-handed measures. Officials have described the self-immolators as outcasts
and terrorists, blamed the pernicious influence of Tibetan exiles and flooded the
region with checkpoints and paramilitary police officers in flak jackets.

Communist Party leaders have also introduced a “monastic management” plan
to more directly control religious life. As part of the plan, 21,000 party officials
have been sent to Tibetan communities with the goal of “beftriending” monks —
and creating dossiers on each of them. Compliant clergy members are rewarded
with health care benefits, pensions and television sets; the recalcitrant are some-

times expelled from their monasteries.

At some temples, monks and nuns have been forced to publicly denounce the
Dalai Lama, the exiled spiritual leader whose name is often invoked by self-im-
molators. The freedom of movement that allowed monks to study at distant

monasteries across Tibet and four adjacent provinces has been curtailed.

“They claim we ate free to practice our religion but in fact they keep pulling the
reins tighter and tighter so we can hardly breathe,” said a 22-year-old monk from
Qinghai Province, who like many Tibetans keeps banned pictures of the Dalai

LLama in his room and on his cellphone.

Senior officials have trumpeted the new approach, which includes the distribu-
tion of one million national flags and portriats of Mao Zedong and other party
leaders — with a requirement that they be displayed at homes and monasteries.
“Temples have undergone a delightful change since the new management meth-
ods were put into place,” Xinza Danzengquzha, a top Tibetan official, said this
month in Beijing;

Such measures, however, may be having the opposite intended effect. Robert
Barnett, director of the Modern Tibet Studies Program at Columbia University,
said that the government’s more intrusive approach to monasteries, the heart
of Tibetan society, is a reversal of self-management policies put in place in the

1980s. “History suggests it is unlikely to work,” he said.

The antipathy, never far beneath the surface, is erupting into plain view with
greater frequency. In the past week, several protests have broken out, including
two in Qinghai Province that were led by students angry over the introduction
of Chinese-language textbooks for subjects like chemistry, math and geography.
In January, exile groups say 31 people were shot, at least one fatally, when police

officers opened fire on demonstrators in Drango County, in Sichuan Province.
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In Diru County, in the Tibet Autonomous Region, 20 of the 22 monasteries have

been closed, according to the Tibetan Center for Human Rights and Democracy.

Spasms of unrest have coursed through modern Tibetan history with some
regularity since 1959, when the Dalai L.ama fled to India after a failed uprising;
Between 1987 and 1989, the region was rocked by protests that were brutally
crushed. The most recent crackdown began in March 2008, when rioting in Lha-
sa, the Tibetan capital, led to the death of at least 19 people, most of them Han
Chinese. In the weeks and months that followed, exile groups say a far greater
number of Tibetans died.

But Tibetan scholars and exiles say the current resistance campaign is unlike

anything seen before. The tactic — public, fiery suicides that do not harm by-

standers or property — has profoundly moved ordinary Tibetans and bedeviled
Chinese officials. Just as significant, they note, is that the protesters are mostly

young — all but nine of them under 30.

Tsering Kyi was one of them. According to family members, she was a thought-
ful student whose hard work earned her a place on the school’s honor roll. But
in 2010, she joined classmates who took to the streets of this dusty county seat
to protest the new Chinese-language textbooks and the decision to limit Tibetan
to a single class. In the clampdown that followed, several teachers suspected of
encouraging the protest were fired and the headmaster, a popular Tibetan writer,

was sent to work on a dam project, according to local residents.

Tsering Kyi’s death has been widely publicized by Tibetan activist groups eager
to draw attention to the self-immolations. The Chinese state news media, which
has ignored most of the cases, reported that she was mentally unstable after hit-
ting her head on a radiator. Her grades started to sag, the official Xinhua news
agency said, “which put a lot of pressure on her and made her lose courage for
life and study.”

In interviews, several Tibetan residents and relatives of Tsering Kyi’s contemp-
tuously waved away such assertions. Instead, they were eager to discuss her de-
votion to her Tibetan heritage and the final moments of her life. When she
emerged from the public toilets in flames, they said, the market’s Han Chinese
vegetable sellers locked the front gate to prevent her from taking her protest to
the street. No one, they claim, tried to douse the fire.

When the police arrived, they forced witnesses to remain inside the market and
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returned Tsering Kyi’s body to the bathroom. Then, after collecting everyone’s
cellphones, they methodically went through the devices and deleted any photo-
graphs of the incident.

In interviews last week with two dozen monks and ordinary Tibetans in Qin-
ghai and Gansu Provinces, many said that they expected the fiery suicides and
protests to continue to spread beyond Aba, the county in Sichuan Province
where the majority of the self-immolations have taken place. “From the outside,
everything looks so pretty here, but on the inside, everyone is boiling” said one
lama at a monastery in Rebkong, a major tourist draw in Qinghai famous for its

intricate thangka paintings.

The lama, who asked for anonymity because speaking to foreign reporters can
lead to severe punishment, said monks were expected to attend “patriotic educa-
tion” sessions that consist of pro-government propaganda. “I don’t want trouble
with the authorities, but I can’t control their rage any longer,” he said of the

monks.

In Gansu Province, security at the sprawling Labrang Monastery was visibly
tighter, and emotions more raw. Monks there said the accumulation of indigni-
ties, years in the making, was followed by two days of street protests in 2008 that

led to a wave of detentions and beatings.

Many Tibetan monks are unable to get passports and the Han, they said, often
treat them with contempt. “We can’t even speak our minds on the phone because
the police are listening in,” said one 39-year-old who ducked into a reporter’s

hotel room to share details about life for Labrang’s 1,400 monks.

He described how the police had raided the white-walled monastery complex
one night as everyone slept, kicking in doors, smashing computers and tearing
up photographs of the Dalai Lama. At least 180 monks were detained that night.
“They ran out of handculffs, so they started tying our wrists with rope they found
in the monastery,” he said.

The monks were eventually released but Labrang, one of the most important
religious sites in Tibetan Buddhism, is a changed place. Video surveillance cam-
eras hang from the eaves of hallowed temples and plainclothes police officers
mingle with the faithful. “They never fool us because they hold their prayer beads
with their right hand, and every Tibetan knows to hold them in their left hand,”

one monk said.
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One Tibetan woman’s tragic path to self-immolation
By Jason Burke in Dharamsala, The Guardian, Monday 26 March 2012

As a young girl, Tsering Kyi’s favourite days of the year were the eve of her vil-
lage’s annual move to their summer pastures and the eve of their return. The lives
of the 30 nomadic households of Tethok, in China’s Gansu province, followed
the rhythm of the seasons. In the spring they would load their household on to
yaks and ride up into the high valleys and hills where their herds would find grass
and the children would play with frogs in the lakes and streams. As the winter

approached, they would return to lower grazing.

A day before they moved all the heavy items would be packed and sent ahead.
The women and children would remain behind, sleeping under the stars, to fol-

low the next day. This was Kyi’s favourite time.

“I remember how she was always excited. She loved to sleep outside with her
sister and brothers and all the cousins,” said a close relative interviewed by the
Guardian last week. “Even when she went to school and was a teenager she still
came with the family to the pastures in the summer. She didn’t like the town so

much.”

Three weeks ago, in the late afternoon, Kyi, now a 20-year-old student, set her-
self alight in a vegetable market in the centre of Machu town. Her last acts were
to enter a public toilet, take off her traditional Tibetan overdress and douse her-
self in petrol. She then walked out into the market, ignited the fuel and became

the 23rd Tibetan to self-immolate in just under a year.

Every few days in recent weeks there has been a report of another such burn-
ing. Since Kyi died seven more have followed suit — including 27-year-old man
who set himself on fire in New Delhi before a visit by China’s president, Hu
Jintao. The streets of Dharamsala, the Indian hill town where the Tibetan com-
munity in exile is based, are full of posters of these “martyrs”, as they are known
locally. The most recent poster shows a 44-year-old farmer. Few doubt there will

be many more.

Tibetans in Dharamsala, where the Dalai L.ama has lived since fleeing Tibet af-
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ter a failed revolt in 1959, say the self-immolations are born of desperation in the
face of the Chinese authorities’ repressive policies. A letter smuggled out from
one monastery lists restrictions on Tibetan language teaching in local schools, an
increased presence of security personnel and new controls on religious practice
as reasons behind the self-immolation of a 34-year-old monk outside its gates
two weeks ago. Another factor, it says, is the continuing enforced settlement of

the region’s nomads.

Chinese officials blame the suicides on “separatist plot” or “criminals”. The
official Chinese news agency said Kyi was suffering depression following ahead
injury sustained in an accident. Her relatives, who insisted on anonymity when

interviewed, tell a different story.

Kyi was born in 1992, the second child of two nomadic farmers. Her com-
munity was the village’s 30 households, and her days were spent with the yaks,
horses and sheep that were their livelihood. She rarely visited Machu, the town
two hours” motorbike ride away where the nearest school and basic health facili-
ties were located. It was a simple, if harsh life. Members of Kyi’s family watched
women die in childbirth for want of medical attention. Almost no one could

read or write.

Change was coming, however. When Kyi was still a young girl, relatives remem-
bered, a new government policy led to each household being allocated a plot of
land for grazing and barbed wire divided the high pastures. The old days of al-

lowing the herds to roam freely over the high plateau grassland were over.

Another change was education. Nomad children had never gone to schools in
distant towns. But new facilities were being opened, in part to cater for the huge
numbers of nomads being resettled in places like Machu. Kyi set about persuad-
ing her parents to send her and her younger brother to the Tibetan middle school
in the town. An aunt finally convinced them to agree and, aged 11, Kyi started
lessons, staying in the hostel attached to the school during term time.

“She did really well. She was starting late like most nomad children but made
up for lost time. Her teachers said she was an example to the other kids,” said
the relative.

But if Kyi thrived at the school, she did not lose sight of her roots. With their
herds dwindling due to a lack of adequate pasture, some relatives were now living

in Machu town. But Kyi preferred to travel back to be with the rest of her family
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during the long summer and winter breaks. The contrast with the fast-growing
country town where she studied, with its new grids of roads, shops and large

numbers of Han Chinese immigrants, was stark.

“She would come back from school and it was like nothing was different, for
her or us. She was older and so able to get involved with all the tasks like looking
after the yaks, shearing the sheep and so on. And she still had fun,” remembered
the relative. “She had a wonderful voice and was always in demand in the village

to sing at all the festivals.”

Such festivals — and their accompanying religious rituals — marked the slow pro-
gression of the days. The rites of Tibetan Buddhism were carefully, unquestion-
ingly observed. Even in the summer pastures, a small tent was set up to shelter a

sculpture of the Buddha and a picture of the Dalai Lama.
“Religion is everywhere for us. It is just part of our lives,” said the relative.

But if Kyi did not show any signs of becoming “political” as a young teenager,

she was now an avid reader, hungry for knowledge.

“When she came back to be with her family, she always brought books. When it
was dark, when we had all gone to sleep, she would be still there, reading by the
light of a lamp,” the relative said.

Unpicking the course of events that led Kyi to her self-immolation is difficult.
The act itself goes against many of the fundamental tenets of Buddhism and
although the Dalai Lama has refused to condone it, he says he understands the
reasons behind it. But if Kyi had not actively searched for involvement in activ-

ism, she was soon to find herself plunged into its centre.

The spring of 2008 saw the most significant unrest in Tibet for decades. Peace-
ful protests turned into serious riots in many cities and towns as security forces
moved to disperse demonstrators. In Machu police cars and government build-
ings were burned. In a major crackdown, hundreds were detained, according to

Tibetan campaigners, human rights groups and western governments.

But the unrest did not stop, at least not in Machu. Kyi’s school became a centre
of protest in 2010 when students staged a demonstration calling for more free-
dom and Tibetan independence. Though dozens were arrested, another protest
took place a month later. Then the popular headmaster was fired and at least two
teachers detained, provoking further anger. Kyi had found herself in a hotbed
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of activism.

Following the 2008 unrest there is now an unprecedented level of “political
consciousness and Tibetan nationalism”, a monk in Dharamsala said last week.
He would only speak anonymously as he feared reprisals when he returns to
Tibet. “With the internet and mobile phones, everyone now hears about what
the Dalai LLama is doing, the protests, every burning, That is a huge change from
before,” he told the Guardian.

In early January Kyi spoke of the spate of self-immolations and told a close
relative that she understood why they were happening, “No one could go on liv-
ing like this,” she said.

Kyi died the day after returning from a month’s winter break spent with her
family in the winter pastures. She had spent the night at a cousin’s home and a
friend had given her a lift on his motorbike to school. Kyi did not enter — had she
signed the registration book she would have been the responsibility of her teach-
ers and thus have exposed them to reprisals — but headed into the town. One
petrol station refused to serve her. A second did not. The last images of Tsering

Kyi show her buying a five litre can of fuel.

Hours later Chinese security officials were removing her charred remains from

Machu’s vegetable market.

Tibetan who burned herself to death had head injury, China says
By the CNIN Wire Staff, 7 March 2012

A Tibetan student who died after setting herself on fire in western China had
been experiencing difficulties following a head injury, the official Chinese news

agency reported Wednesday.

The student, Tsering Kyi, was the first of three Tibetans who reportedly self-im-
molated between Saturday and Monday. It is the only one of the three alleged
acts so far acknowledged by the Chinese authorities.

Tibetan advocacy groups say the self-immolations -- more than 20 of which are
reported to have taken place in the past year -- are to protest Chinese rule.

They follow an increase in security measures by the Chinese authorities in re-

sponse to unrest among Tibetans in western areas of China in recent months and
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ahead of the sensitive anniversary of protests by Tibetan monks four years ago
that ended in bloodshed.

Activists say the disturbing acts reflect an increasingly repressive environment
under China’s control. Beijing rejects accusations of oppression of Tibetans, say-

ing that under its rule living standards have greatly improved for Tibetans.

Chinese officials have described the self-immolations as “extreme’ acts. The
report Wednesday by Xinhua, the government news agency, suggested Tsering
Kyi, 20, had been troubled by the aftereffects of a head injury before she set
herself on fire in the county of Maqu, or Machu in Tibetan, in Gansu Province.

“She was sent to hospital and has had occasional fainting spells,” Xinhua re-
ported, citing the local police. “The medical treatment held up her studies and
her school scores began to decline, which put a lot of pressure on her and made
her lose her courage for life and study.”

A local official said similarities in the self-immolations point to a transparent
political motive and behind-the-scenes orchestration, Xinhua reported. The vic-
tims were used by separatists to create chaos, according to Wu Zegang, chief of
the Aba prefecture in Sichuan province.

On Sunday, a mother of four named Rinchen died after setting herself alight
in front of Kirti Monastery in the county of Aba, which Tibetans call Ngaba,
in Sichuan Province, according to Tibetan advocacy groups like London-based
Free Tibet.

And on Monday, an 18-year-old Tibetan man named Dorje burned himself to
death in a nomadic area of Aba, according to advocacy groups. Local officials

reached by telephone declined to comment on the matter.

It was not possible to independently verify the accounts of the self-immola-
tions. China restricts journalists’ access to the areas where they have been taking

place.

This month will mark the fourth anniversary of protest marches by Tibetan
monks in Lhasa that ended violently in 2008.

Tibetans say the situation escalated to violence when Chinese police beat monks
who had been protesting peacefully; Chinese authorities claim Tibetans launched
attacks on Chinese businesses. Officially the death toll is under 20; Tibetans in
exile say the death toll is near 150.
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Fire rages on in Tibet: Tibetan school girl dies in self-immolation protest
Phayul, 5 March, 2012

DHARAMSHALA: A teenaged Tibetan school gitl torched her body in an ap-
parent protest against the Chinese occupation of Tibet in a busy market in east-
ern Tibet.

Tsering Kyi, 19, studying at a local middle school set herself on fire at a veg-
etable market in Machu in the traditional Amdo region of Tibet on March 3. She

passed away at the scene.

Dharamshala-based Tibetan Parliament-in-Exile today said that Chinese secu-

rity personnel arrived at the scene of the protest and locked down the market.

“All mobile phones were confiscated in an attempt the stop the news of the
protest from spreading,” the release said. “People at the scene of the protest were

issued strict orders against speaking about the self-immolation.”

The police later visited Tsering Kyi’s house for identification and carried out
door to door searches in the neighbourhood. Websites operating from the region
have been shut down and heads of the regional government offices reportedly
held a meeting following the protest.

Tsering Kyi’s body is in the custody of the local police according to sources.

Reporting on the self-immolation protest, US based RFA said that Chinese mar-
ket vendors threw stones at the girl’s burning body, citing an unidentified Tibetan

exile with connections to the community in Machu.

“The Tibetans present in the market were agitated and this almost resulted in a
major clash between the Tibetans and Chinese,” RFA quoted a source as saying.

This is the first self-immolation protest that has been reported from Machu
region.

A day after Tsering Kyi’s self-immolation, a 32 year-old Tibetan mother of four,
Rinchen, torched her body in the Ngaba region, which has been at the centre of

the recent wave of self-immolations in Tibet.

Since 2009, 25 Tibetans have set themselves ablaze demanding the return of
His Holiness the Dalai L.ama from exile and freedom in Tibet.
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Ahead of the ongoing rubber stamp parliament session, Beijing vowed to
“smash” all peaceful expressions of protests inside Tibet and increase internet

and phone surveillance in the region.

The exile Tibetan leadership and right groups have expressed fears of more
self-immolation and further bloodshed in Tibet during the sensitive period of the
March 10 Tibetan National Uprising Day.

/ﬂttp://www.i/ozznew_r. mm/mntem‘/tz'laetaﬂ—m/y00/—gir/-diex-iﬂ—self-z'mmolatz‘an—pru-
test--141460543/179166.htm!

Tibetan School Girl Dies in Self-Immolation Protest
1VOA, 4 March 2012

A 19-year-old Tibetan student died after setting fire to herself Saturday in Ma-
chu County of Gannan Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture. A source from inside
Tibet told Voice of America that Tsering Kyi was a good student and that her

family was from Menma, a town within the same county.

Tsering Kyi was known to have gone to the town around 3 pm after buying
petrol in the market. She used a public toilet to douse herself and walked out in

a Chinese run vegetable market engulfed in flames, according to the same source.

Reports say she was forced back into the toilet. It is unclear whether she was
forced back into the toilet by Chinese vegetable vendors or the police, but it ap-
pears that she died there. Security police are reported to have taken her body and
as of this writing, they have not returned Tsering’s body to her family.

The UK based advocacy group Free Tibet reports that a few days before the
incidence, Tsering Kyi had said, “in Ngaba and other areas of Tibet, Tibetans are
burning themselves. We should do something - life is meaningless if we don’t do

something for Tibet.”

The India-based Tibetan parliament-in-exile, released a statement that said Chi-
nese security personnel arrived at the scene of the protest and locked down the
market. “All mobile phones were confiscated in an attempt the stop the news of
the protest from spreading,” the release said. “People at the scene of the protest

were issued strict orders against speaking about the self-immolation.”

Dolkar Kyap, a former political prisoner in Tibet, now living in India said that
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Tsering Kyi is from a family of nomadic farmers and that she had one elder sis-
ter. Kyap told VOA that following the immolation, an emergency county meeting
was convened where it was agreed to propagate the cause of the self- immolation
as being a personal matter related to a love interest. The meeting also agreed to
keep the market and schools closed on Monday.

Since 2009, 25 Tibetans have set themselves ablaze demanding the return of
the Dalai Lama from exile and freedom in Tibet. Heightened clampdowns and
reports of arbitrary beatings and detentions in all Tibetan regions across the
Tibetan plateau have been occurring for several weeks, possibly in an attempt to
preempt any protests as March 10 approaches, the sensitive anniversary of the
Tibetan uprisings of 2008 and 1959.
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Rinchen Kyi

Age: 32

Occupation: mother

Date of self-immolation: 4 March 2012

Place: at a police station near Kirti Monastry, Ngaba,
Amdo, Northeastern Tibet

Current status: Deceased

Tibetan burns herself to death in China protest
Reuters, 4 March 2012

BEIJING - A Tibetan woman set herself on fire in southwestern China on Sun-
day to protest against Chinese rule, a Tibetan rights group said, the latest in a se-
ries of self-immolations that signal growing unrest in the Tibetan areas of China.

The incident came a day before China’s annual parliamentary session - an occa-
sion often used by authorities to clamp down on potential sources of unrest and

project political unity.

Campaign group Free Tibet said the woman, identified as Rinchen, a 32-year-
old mother of four, died after setting herself ablaze on Sunday morning near a

monastery in Sichuan province.

The Kirti monastery in Aba county, known as Ngaba in Tibetan, has been at
the forefront of pro-Tibetan protests in recent months including several self-

immolations.
Local officials were unable to confirm or deny the incident.

Rinchen is the 23rd Tibetan to self-immolate in the past year. At least 16 are
believed to have died from their injuries, according to rights groups. Most were
Buddhist monks.

Zorgyi, a Tibetan researcher living in exile in India’s Dharamsala, the seat of the

Tibetan government in exile, said

Rinchen was a widowed housewife, whose eldest child was 13 years old and the



youngest an infant.

“According to the eyewitness, she shouted some slogans during her self-immo-
29

lation: ‘Return the Holiness to Tibet” and “We need freedom in Tibet’,” Zorgyi
said.

“She was dead on the spot, according to the eyewitness. The local people and
the monks took the body to the monastery.”

Self-immolations are a small but potentially destabilising challenge to China’s
regional policies, and the government has branded those who set themselves
alight as terrorists.

Activists say China violently stamps out religious freedom and culture in Tibet,
the mountainous region of western China which has been under Chinese control
since 1950.

China rejects criticism that it is eroding Tibetan culture and faith, saying its rule
has ended serfdom and brought development to a backward region.

China’s top official in Tibet has urged authorities to tighten their grip on the
Internet and mobile phones, state media reported last Thursday, reflecting the

government’s fears about unrest ahead of its annual patliamentary session.

Young Tibetan mother and student self-immolate in China
The Telegraph, 05 Mar 2012

US government-backed Radio Free Asia said the 32-year-old mother and the
female student died after separately immolating in different provinces over the

weekend.

More than 20 Tibetans have set themselves on fire in the last year to protest
what they say are harsh Chinese policies that do not allow them to freely practice
their religion.

The reported deaths came on the eve of the opening of China’s annual legisla-
tive session, a time when security is tightened across the country. March is also
a sensitive time for Tibet, marking several anniversaries, including that of the
unsuccessful revolt against China that caused Tibetan spiritual leader the Dalai
Lama to flee in 1959, and deadly anti-government riots that rocked the Tibetan
capital Lhasa in 2008.
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The student set herself ablaze Saturday at a vegetable market in Gansu prov-
ince’s Maqu county and died at the scene, the report said, without giving the girl’s

name or age.

Chinese market vendors threw stones at the gitl’s burning body, the broadcaster
said, citing an unidentified Tibetan exile with connections to the community in

Maqu. It didn’t say why they attacked her.

The girl was described as a middle school student, but it was unclear whether
she was in regular middle school, where students range from 13 to 16 years old,
or senior middle school, where students can be up to 19. Calls to local Maqu

schools rang unanswered.

On Sunday, a woman identified only as Rinchen set herself on fire in front of
a police station by the main gate to the Kirti Monastery in Aba prefecture in Si-
chuan province. Radio Free Asia said she was a mother of three young children.
A report by the London-based Free Tibet group said Rinchen had four children.

Radio Free Asia reported that Rinchen called for the Dalai Lama to return to
Tibet and freedom for Tibet as she set herself alight, quoting an exiled Tibetan
monk in India, Kanyak Tsering.

Tibetan areas are mostly off-limits to foreign media and it was not possible to

immediately confirm the claims.

A woman who answered the phone at the local Communist Party propaganda
office in Aba declined to comment or give her name and referred calls to provin-
cial authorities, who could not immediately be reached. A police official in Maqu

said she was unaware of the report involving the student and hung up.

Free Tibet director Stephanie Brigden said Rinchen’s self-immolation was the
result of repression and attempts to assimilate Tibetans into Han Chinese cul-

ture.

“Tibetans are living under de facto martial law. China’s response to protests —
which are increasingly widespread — has been to intensify repression and surveil-
lance, pushing Tibet deeper into crisis,” she said in a statement.

China says it treats minority groups such as Tibetans fairly, and pours tens of
billions of dollars into improving living conditions in their areas. The govern-
ment has also accused the Dalai Lama and overseas Tibetans of being behind the

protests and self-immolations.
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A mother of four dies in latest self-immolation protest in Tibet
Phaynl, Sunday, March 04, 2012

DHARAMSHALA, March 4: In confirmed reports coming out of Tibet, a Ti-
betan mother of four passed away after setting her body on fire demanding the
return of His Holiness the Dalai I.ama and freedom in Tibet.

The self-immolation occurred in the beleaguered Ngaba region of eastern Tibet
at around 6.30 a.m. (local time) today.

Rinchen, 33, torched her body in front of a special security office outside the
main entrance of the besieged Kirti monastery, specifically set up by the local
Chinese authorities following the spate of self-immolation and protests in the

region.

According to sources in exile, monks from the Kirti monastery were able to

rescue Rinchen’s charred body and carried it inside the monastery.

“Engulfed in flames, Rinchen raised slogans demanding the return of His Holi-
ness the Dalai Lama and freedom in Tibet. She passed away immediately,” said

the exile base of Kirti monastery in a release today.

The eldest of Rinchen’s four children is 13 years old while the youngest is a few
months old baby. Their father passed away last year.

The stringent security measures in place were beefed up in the region following

the self-immolation.

Rinchen’s self-immolation protest comes days ahead of the March 10 Tibetan
National Uprising Day and the one year anniversary of the March 16 self-im-
molation of Kirti monk Phuntsog, which ignited the ongoing fiery wave of self-
immolations in Tibet.

Since 2009, 24 Tibetans have set their bodies on fire protesting China’s contin-
ued occupation of Tibet. Ngaba alone has witnessed 16 self-immolations.

International journalists who have been able to sneak into the restricted Ngaba
region have described the town as a “conflict zone” with security personnel,

armed with automatic rifles, stationed all over the place.

Kirti monastery has faced severe repression with hundreds of its monks having
disappeared, detained without charge and given lengthy jail terms. Hundreds of
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Chinese security personnel and CCTV cameras inside the monastery have been

keeping a close watch on the movement of the monks.

Last week, an Associated Press journalist who managed to get through sev-
eral checkpoints along the road leading to Ngaba reported that China’s “stifling
lockdown” has not only been about patrolling the streets, but also “policing the

minds” of the community.

“The locals are definitely feeling very heavy-hearted, very frustrated, all day. The
soldiers are everywhere,” a teacher was quoted as saying in the report. “At every
moment, people wonder what will happen to the person next to them, what the

soldiers will do to them.”

http:/ | www.bikyamasr.com/ 60510/ tibetan-girl-woman-die-after-self-immolation-protests/

Tibetan girl, woman dies after self-immolation protests
By Bill Smith, DBA, 5 March 2012

Beijing (dpa) — A Tibetan teenage girl and a widowed mother died after separate
self-immolations in restive areas of western China, reports said Monday, follow-

ing 22 other self-immolations in Tibetan areas of China in recent months.

The unidentified girl from the Tibetan Middle School in Maqu county town,
or Machu in Tibetan, in Gansu province set fire to herself Saturday at a market,
US-based Radio Free Asia said.

Police took away the girl’s body after Han Chinese vendors called them to the

market, the broadcaster quoted a Tibetan exile with contacts in Maqu as saying,

Teenagers from the Tibetan Middle School had previously protested govern-

ment controls on Tibetans and police had detained several students, it said.

On Sunday, a 32-year-old Tibetan woman died after setting fire to herself in
Aba town, known as Ngaba in Tibetan, in the neighboring province of Sichuan,

the London-based campaign Free Tibet said.

The woman, identified by the single name Rinchen, self-immolated near a po-

lice station at the main gate of the Kirti monastery, the group said.

It said Rinchen, a widowed mother of four children, shouted slogans in support
of freedom for Tibet and the return of the exiled Dalai LLama, Tibetan Bud-
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dhism’s highest spiritual leader.
Monks and lay Tibetans took Rinchen’s body into the monastery, reports said.

The Chinese government has tightened security in most Tibetan areas this year

amid a series of protests and self-immolations.

“Tibetans are living under de facto martial law,” Free Tibet director Stephanie

Brigden said in a statement on Rinchen’s death.

“China’s response to protests — which are increasingly widespread — has been to
intensify repression and surveillance, pushing Tibet deeper into crisis,” Brigden
said.

The government has accused exiled supporters of the Dalai .ama of encourag-
ing self-immolations and other protests, despite his declared opposition to self-

immolations.

Since widespread anti-government protests in 2008, it has tightened controls in
all Tibetan areas, turning away journalists, limiting the access of foreign tourists

and cutting off communications in some places.

Foreign Ministry spokesman Liu Weimin last month said tougher measures for

“social management” of Tibetan areas were “absolutely necessary.”

Tighter control was “helpful to combat separatist activities and safeguard social
stability,” Liu said.

The Dalai Lama has lived in exile since he fled to India in 1959 following a failed
uprising against Chinese rule of Tibet.

bttp:/ | www.voatibetanenglish.com/ content/ tibetan-woman-dies-after-self-immolation-in-res-
tive-ngab-141354343/1267223.html

Tibetan Woman Dies After Self-Immolation in Restive Ngaba
170A Tibetan, 03 March 2012

A Tibetan woman died after setting herself ablaze Sunday morning in Ngaba
County in eastern Tibet (Chinese: Aba County, Aba Autonomous Prefecture,

Sichuan Province).

Ven. Lobsang Yeshi of Kirti Monastery in India told VOA Tibetan that the
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33-year-old Rinchen, mother of four children self-immolated herself in front
of a special security office stationed outside the besieged Kirti Monastery where
heavy security measures have been beefed up following rounds of self-immola-

tions.

Reports say Rinchen called for freedom in Tibet and return of Tibet’s spiritual
leader the Dalai Lama to Tibet moments before she succumbed to flames.

Free Tibet, a UK based advocacy group said Rinchen’s four children range in
age from 13 to just a few months and her husband is known to have died a year
eatlier. Free Tibet also reports that Rinchen travelled from her a nomadic area or

settlement to Ngaba town to self-immolate.

The latest self-immolation comes at a sensitive time ahead of the March 14 an-

niversary of 2008 Tibet-wide protests against China.

China has worsened crackdown in the Tibetan area of Ngaba following the
self-immolation and death of a young Kirti monk called Phuntsog on March 16,
2011. More than fifteen Tibetans are known to have self-immolated from the

Ngaba region since then.

The recent immolations that have taken place mark a dramatic escalation in the
tactics opposing Beijing’s rule, and the Chinese government has been very critical

of the actions.

More than 20 Tibetans have set themselves on fire in the past year to protest
Beijing’s rule. The exile Tibetan leadership and rights groups have expressed fear
of more self-immolations and further bloodshed in Tibet following China’s vio-

lent crackdown over peaceful protests in recent weeks in Tibet.

The Chinese government has condemned the self-immolations, calling them
a form of terrorism. Beijing has also accused Tibet’s exiled spiritual leader, the
Dalai LLama, of supporting such acts. The Dalai Lama has denied encouraging
self-immolations. In an interview with the BBC television in 2010, the 76-year-
old Buddhist leader said those who set themselves on fire were brave, but that
their sacrifice was not wise because it resulted in a tougher crackdown by the

Chinese authorities.
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hitp:/ | wwmw.chinapost.com.tw/ china/ national-news/ 2012/ 03/ 05/ 333645 / Rights-group.him

Rights group claims another self-immolation
The China Post, 5 March 2012

BEIJING--A mother of four died after setting herself on fire in a Tibetan-
inhabited region of southwest China on Sunday, a rights group said, in the latest

self-immolation to hit the country.

The death of Rinchen, 32, in Sichuan province’s Aba town comes on the eve
of the country’s 10-day patliamentary session where growing social unrest across

China is likely to be on the agenda.

Rinchen called for the return of Tibet’s spiritual leader, the Dalai I.ama, as she
set herself alight near the restive Kirti monastery, London-based Free Tibet said

in a statement.

AFP was unable to independently confirm the incident, and calls to local police

and government officials in Aba went unanswered.

Rights groups say more than 20 people have set themselves on fire in Tibetan-
inhabited areas of China over the past year, mostly in Sichuan, in protest at what

is seen as repressive Chinese rule.

Authorities are particularly keen to avoid any protests during this year’s patlia-
mentary meeting — the last under the current leadership before a major transi-
tion of power begins in the autumn — which coincides with the sensitive anni-

versaries of the Dalai Lama’s flight into exile in 1959 and of deadly riots in 2008.

China’s top leader in Tibet has ordered increased controls over the Internet and

mobile phones during the period, according to state media reports.

Tibetans have long chafed at China’s rule over the vast Tibetan plateau, accus-

ing Beijing of curbing religious freedoms and eroding their culture and language.

Tensions have increased markedly this year, and western parts of Sichuan —
which borders the Tibet autonomous region and has a large population of ethnic

Tibetans — have been hit by deadly bouts of unrest in recent months.

As a result, authorities have imposed virtual martial law in parts of the vast

Tibetan-inhabited regions, increasing their surveillance of monasteries and cut-
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ting some phone and Internet communications.

China blames the Dalai Lama of inciting the self-immolations in a bid to split
Tibet from the rest of the nation.

http:] | www2.irrawaddy.org/ article.phplart_id=23142

Tibetan Woman, Student Set Selves on Fire
The Irrawaddy, By Alexa Olesen, AP Writer, 5 March 2012

BEIJING—A young mother and a student have become the latest people to set
themselves on fire in protest against Chinese rule in Tibetan areas, a U.S. broad-

caster said on Monday.

U.S. government-backed Radio Free Asia said the 32-year-old mother and the
female student died after separately immolating in different provinces over the

weekend.

More than 20 Tibetans have set themselves on fire in the last year to protest
what they say are harsh Chinese policies that do not allow them to freely practice
their religion.

The reported deaths came on the eve of the opening of China’s annual legisla-
tive session, a time when security is tightened across the country. March is also
a sensitive time for Tibet, marking several anniversaries, including that of the
unsuccessful revolt against China that caused Tibetan spiritual leader the Dalai
Lama to flee in 1959, and deadly anti-government riots that rocked the Tibetan
capital Lhasa in 2008.

The student set herself ablaze on Saturday at a vegetable market in Gansu prov-
ince’s Maqu county and died at the scene, the report said, without giving the girl’s

name or age.

Chinese market vendors threw stones at the gitl’s burning body, the broadcaster
said, citing an unidentified Tibetan exile with connections to the community in

Maqu. It didn’t say why they attacked her.

The girl was described as a middle school student, but it was unclear whether
she was in regular middle school, where students range from 13 to 16 years old,
or senior middle school, where students can be up to 19. Calls to local Maqu
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schools rang unanswered.

On Sunday, a woman identified only as Rinchen set herself on fire in front of
a police station by the main gate to the Kirti Monastery in Aba prefecture in
Sichuan province. Radio Free Asia said she was a mother of three young children.
A report Sunday by the London-based Free Tibet group said Rinchen had four
children.

Radio Free Asia reported that Rinchen called for the Dalai Lama to return to
Tibet and freedom for Tibet as she set herself alight, quoting an exiled Tibetan
monk in India, Kanyak Tsering.

Tibetan areas are mostly off-limits to foreign media and it was not possible to

immediately confirm the claims.

A woman who answered the phone at the local Communist Party propaganda
office in Aba declined to comment or give her name and referred calls to provin-
cial authorities, who could not immediately be reached. A police official in Maqu

said she was unaware of the report involving the student and hung up.

Free Tibet director Stephanie Brigden said Rinchen’s self-immolation was the
result of repression and attempts to assimilate Tibetans into Han Chinese cul-

ture.

“Tibetans are living under de facto martial law. China’s response to protests—
which are increasingly widespread—has been to intensify repression and surveil-
lance, pushing Tibet deeper into crisis,” she said in a statement.

China says it treats minority groups such as Tibetans fairly, and pours tens of
billions of dollars into improving living conditions in their areas. The govern-
ment has also accused the Dalai Lama and overseas Tibetans of being behind the

protests and self-immolations.

Tibetan sets herself on fire in China protest
The Aljazeera, March 2012

Tibetan woman has set herself on fire in southwestern China to protest against
Chinese rule, a Tibetan rights group said, the latest in a series of self-immolations

that signal growing unrest in the Tibetan areas of China.

The incident on Sunday came a day before China’s annual parliamentary session
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- an occasion often used by authorities to clamp down on potential sources of

unrest and project political unity.

Campaign group Free Tibet said the woman, identified as Rinchen, a 32-year-
old mother of four, died after setting herself ablaze on Sunday morning near a

monastery in Sichuan province.

The Kirti monastery in Aba county, known as Ngaba in Tibetan, has been at
the forefront of pro-Tibetan protests in recent months including several self-

immolations.
Local officials were unable to confirm or deny the incident.

Rinchen is the 23rd Tibetan to self-immolate in the past year. At least 16 are
believed to have died from their injuries, according to rights groups. Most were
Buddhist monks.

Destabilising challenge

Zotgyi, a Tibetan researcher living in exile in India’s Dharamsala, the seat of
the Tibetan government in exile, said Rinchen was a widowed housewife, whose
eldest child was 13 years old and the youngest an infant.

“According to the eyewitness, she shouted some slogans during her self-immo-

29

lation: ‘Return the Holiness to Tibet” and “We need freedom in Tibet’,” Zorgyi
said.

“She was dead on the spot, according to the eyewitness. The local people and
the monks took the body to the monastery.”

Self-immolations are a small but potentially destabilising challenge to China’s
regional policies, and the government has branded those who set themselves

alight as “terrorists”.

Activists say China violently stamps out religious freedom and culture in Tibet,
the mountainous region of western China which has been under Chinese control
since 1950.

China rejects criticism that it is eroding Tibetan culture and faith, saying its rule
has ended serfdom and brought development to a backward region.

China’s top official in Tibet has urged authorities to tighten their grip on the
Internet and mobile phones, state media reported last Thursday, reflecting the

government’s fears about unrest ahead of its annual patliamentary session.



CTA Mourns Tragic Self-immolation of two more Tibetans
Tibet.net, Press Release, 5 March 2012

DHARAMSHALA: The Central Tibetan Administration is deeply concerned
and saddened by the latest development in Tibet involving a 32-year-old mother

and a student setting themselves on fire to protest against the continuing occupa-
tion of Tibet by the People’s Republic of China. Both of them have died.

Rinchen, a mother of four children, set herself on fire in front of the police
station at the entrance of Kirti Monastery in Ngaba in northeastern Tibet on 4
March. She shouted slogans demanding freedom and the return of His Holiness
the Dalai Lama to Tibet. She died on the spot.

On 3 March, Tsering Kyi, a 20-year-old Tibetan student died after setting her-
self on fire at a vegetable market in Machu in eastern Tibet. Media reports state
that the Tsering Kyi was a middle school student.

The current situation in Ngaba is tense following this latest self-immolation
incident, as large number of security forces and police have been deployed in
the region.

Moreover, Rigzin Dorjee, the monk of Kirti monastery who self-immolated in
February 2012 is reported to have succumbed to his injuries at a local hospital.
The Chinese authorities cremated him in Barkham despite pleas from his rela-
tives to have his body returned to them.

Another monk from Kirti monastery, Lobsang Kunchok, who self-immolated
in September 2011, is in serious condition following amputation of his legs and
arms. He is being fed through a tube in his throat. The staff at the hospital are re-
ported to physically abuse him with beatings and label him “enemy of the state”.

The Central Tibetan Administration would like to offer its deep condolences to

the family members of the three Tibetans who died from self-immolation.

We call on the Chinese government to allow those injured from self-immola-

tions to get proper medical treatment.

“We are deeply troubled by reports of such cruel treatment of fellow human
beings. We appeal to the Chinese government to demonstrate greater wisdom in
its handling of the current tense situation,” stated Dicki Chhoyang, Kalon for the

Department of Information & International Relations.
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Dorje

Age: 18

Occupation: nomad

Date of self-immolation: 5 March 2012

Place: at a bridge near a government office in
Cha town, Ngaba, Amdo, Noreastern Tibet

Current status: Deceased

Third Self-Immolation in Three Days
REA, 2012-03-05

A Tibetan youth burned himself to death on Monday to protest Chinese rule
in Tibetan areas—the third self-immolation in three days, according to Tibetan

sources.

The young man, identified as Dortje, 18, set himself ablaze at around 6:30 p.m.
local time in a nomadic area of Ngaba (in Chinese, Aba) county in China’s west-
ern Sichuan province, said Kanyag Tsering, an India-based Tibetan monk, citing

contacts in the region.

“Prior to his self-immolation, he walked from a bridge near the Charuwa no-
madic area in Ngaba to the local Chinese office center shouting slogans against

Chinese policies in Tibet, and then set himself on fire,” Tsering said.
He died on the spot, Tsering said.

“Before [local] Tibetans could take possession of his body, Chinese police ar-

rived and took his body to the Ngaba county center.”

Dorije is the 26th Tibetan to have self-immolated since February 2009 in pro-
tests against Beijing’s rule in Tibetan-populated areas and calling for the return
of Tibet’s exiled spiritual leader the Dalai Lama.

Dorje’s family is the Garkya Tsang of Charuwa in the Cha subdivision of Ng-
aba county, and his father’s name is Cha Cha, Tsering added.

Desperate situation

His death came after twin self-immolations at the weekend, highlighting what
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rights groups say is the “desperate” situation facing Tibetans as Chinese authori-
ties pursue a crackdown on monasteries and policies curtailing Tibetan language

and other cultural rights.

“This third self-immolation in as many days undetlines that Tibetans will not
stop protesting until their calls for freedom are heeded. The international com-
munity must take immediate action,” London-based advocacy group Free Tibet

Director Stephanie Brigden said.

A 32-year-old Tibetan widow and mother of four named Rinchen died after
burning herself on Sunday in Sichuan province while a middle-school gitl, identi-

fied on Monday as Tsering Kyi, self-immolated on Saturday in Gansu province.

Following the self-immolations, Chinese authorities have tightened security in
the two areas and in the Tibet Autonomous Region ahead of what Tibetans call
“Uprising Day” on March 10, the sensitive anniversaries of the Dalai Lama’s
flight into exile in 1959 and of deadly riots in 2008.

The body of Tsering Kyi is in the custody of Chinese police and has not been
returned to her family after she set herself on fire at a vegetable market in Machu
county in Gansu province’s Kanlho (in Chinese, Gannan) Tibetan Autonomous

Prefecture, sources said.

“The Chinese vendors at the Machu vegetable market threw stones at her burn-
ing body,” one source had said, adding that the girl died at the scene.

Several witnesses to the fiery protest were immediately detained, the source
said.

“The Machu Tibetan Nationality Middle School is surrounded by Chinese
paramilitary forces, and officials are conducting ‘reeducation’ activities inside
the school. Tibetan family houses in the Machu area are also being searched.”
Language protest

Tsering Kyi had earlier protested a Chinese decision to eliminate Tibetan as the
language of instruction for text books in the middle school, a Tibetan source

said, speaking on condition of anonymity.

“Authorities had implemented the teaching of subjects like history, geography,

chemistry, and math in Chinese,” the soutce said.

“Tibetan teachers and students are facing great difficulty in adjusting to the
transition,” he said.
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Meanwhile, a monk named Rigdzin Dorje, who set fire to himself in February,

is now reported to have died.

Another monk, Lobsang Konchog, who self-immolated in September 2011, “is
in serious condition following [the] amputation of his legs and arms. He is being
fed through a tube in his throat, ” the India-based Central Tibetan Administra-

tion (CTA) said in a statement.

The staff at the hospital physically abuse him and have labeled him an “enemy
of the state,” said the CTA, expressing condolences to the families of the self-

immolators.

btp:/ | www.telegraph.co.uk/ news/ worldnews/ asia/ tibet/ 9125105/ Tibetan-teenager-be-
comes-third-person-to-self-immolate-in-three-days.html

Tibetan teenager becomes third person to self-immolate in three days
The Telegraph, 06 March 2012

Washington-based Radio Free Asia reported that an 18-year-old identified only
as Dorje set himself ablaze Monday near a local government office in Jia town-

ship, in Sichuan’s Aba prefecture.

It quoted Kanyag Tsering, a Tibetan monk exiled in India with contacts in Ti-
bet, as saying he shouted “slogans against Chinese policies in Tibet” before he set
himself on fire and died on the spot.

An official with the Communist Party propaganda office in Aba said he hadn’t
received any notice of an immolation. He refused to give his name and referred

calls to the provincial propaganda department, where phones rang unanswered.

The Washington-based International Campaign for Tibet also reported Dorje’s
death.

Radio Free Asia reported eatlier that a 20-year-old female student set herself
on fire and died Saturday in Gansu province, and a 32-year-old woman with four

young children died after immolating in Aba on Sunday.

This is a sensitive time for Tibet, and for all of China. China’s annual legisla-
tive session, a time when security is tightened across the country, began Monday.

March is also when Tibetans mark significant anniversaries, including that of the
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unsuccessful 1959 revolt that caused Tibetan spiritual leader the Dalai L.ama to
flee, and deadly anti-government riots that rocked the Tibetan capital Lhasa in
2008.

ore than two dozen Tibetans, including several teenagers, have set themselves
on fire in China over the last year, protesting China’s suppression of their religion
and culture and calling of the return of the Dalai Lama.

At least 10 were monks or former monks from the Kirti monastery in Aba, ac-

cording to a tally from the International Campaign for Tibet.

A man at the management office of the Kirti monastery in Aba county said
Tuesday that he had heard rumors of immolations Monday and Sunday.

“The control here is too tight. It is not convenient for you and me to talk like
this. If you need to know more, come down here and see for yourself,” he said
and hung up.

Tibetan areas are mostly off-limits to foreign media and it was not possible to

immediately confirm the claims.

An Associated Press reporter who managed to visit Aba last week saw soldiers
with helmets, rifles, sticks and shields march in rows along the town’s main road
and police scanning license plates and faces of passengers for unwelcome visi-

tors.

Locals said authorities were making random checks of school dormitory rooms
for books that go against the ruling Communist Party establishment.

The Tibetan government-in-exile in Dharmsala, India, said in an emailed state-
ment Monday that a 19-year-old monk from Kirti who immolated in February,
Rigzin Dorjee, had died in a hospital. It didn’t say when he passed away.

The statement also said that Lobsang Kunchok, another Kirti monk who set
himself on fire in September, was being verbally abused and beaten by staff in
the hospital where he is being treated. It said Kunchok, 18, had his arms and legs
amputated and was being fed through a tube.

“We call on the Chinese government to allow those injured from self-immo-
lations to get proper medical treatment,” it said. “We are deeply troubled by

reports of such cruel treatment of fellow human beings.”

The statement didn’t say where Kunchok was being treated.
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China says it treats minority groups such as Tibetans fairly, and pours tens of
billions of dollars into improving living conditions in their areas. The govern-
ment has also accused the Dalai Lama and overseas Tibetans of being behind the

protests and self-immolations.

hitp:/ | wwm.tibetanreview.net/ news.php2id=10430

Youth dies in 26th confirmed self-immolations in Tibet
TibetanReview.net, 08 March 2012

An 18-year-old Tibetan youth named Dorje has burned himself to death in
protest against Chinese rule at around 6:30 PM (local time) in a nomadic area of
Ngaba (Chinese: Aba) County in Sichuan province. The incident brings to three
the number of such protests in Chinese ruled Tibet in as many days and to 26 the

number of confirmed self-immolation protests there since Feb 2009.

Before immolating himself, Dorje walked from a bridge near the Cha Ruwa
(or Cha Township) nomadic area in Ngaba to the local Chinese office centre,
shouting slogans against Chinese policies in Tibet, said Kanyag Tsering of Kirti
Monastery at Dharamsala, citing sources in Tibet. His body was reported to have
burned in a raging inferno, with the result that very little of it could be seen in
its midst.

Chinese police were reported to have taken away his charred body to the coun-
try centre while many people in the streets recited mantras and prayed to His
Holiness the Dalai Lama with tears and grief in their eyes.

The day before, on Mar 4, Rinchen, a 32-year-old widowed mother of four
had immolated herself to death outside a police station at the main gate of Kirti
Monastery in Ngaba Town. And the day before, a 20-year-old middle school girl
named Tsering Kyi had immolated herself and died at a vegetable market in Ma-
chu county of Gansu province.

Dorje and Rinchen were reported to belong to the same group of villages in
the pastoral Cha (Chinese: Jia) Township, located some 60 kilometres east of the

county town.

The gitl was reported to have earlier protested against the replacement of Ti-
betan by Chinese as the medium of teaching in Tibetan middle schools. Fol-

lowing her fiery protest and death, Chinese paramilitary police were reported to
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have surrounded her Machu Tibetan Nationality Middle School, with officials

conducting ‘reeducation’ for the students inside.

AP Mar 6 cited locals as saying authorities were making random checks of
school dormitory rooms for books that go against the ruling Communist Party
establishment. Besides, Tibetan homes in Machu County were reportedly being

searched by the authorities.

Reporting on Dorje’s self-immolation protest, the exile Tibetan Administra-
tion at Dharamsala on Mar 6 urged China to “address the genuine grievances
of the Tibetans inside Tibet and resolve the Tibet issue peacefully”. It quoted
Information and International Relations Kalon (Minister) Ms Dicki Chhoyang
as appealing to the international community to “make urgent representations to
the Chinese government to end the tragic cycle of self-immolation in Tibet by
adopting liberal polices in Tibet.”

The exile administration said 19 of the 26 Tibetans who had carried out self-

immolation protests against Chinese rule since 2009 had died.

hitp:/ [ www.nytimes.com/ 2012/ 03/ 06 / world/ asia/ two-tibetan-women-die-after-self-inmolation.hinl

Three Tibetans Die After Self-Immolations
By Edward Wong, The New York Times, March 5, 2012

BEIJING — Three Tibetans killed themselves by self-immolation in two differ-
ent Tibetan regions of western China over the past three days, to protest China’s
repression of Tibet, according to reports by Tibetan exile groups and Radio Free
Asia, which is financed by the United States government.

The three deaths — a man and two women — bring the number of Tibetans
who have set fire to themselves in western China since March 2011 to at least 25;
at least 17 have died.

Free Tibet, an advocacy group, said that an 18-year-old identified as Dorjee set
fire to himself on Monday in the Sichuan provincial town of Chara, about 40
miles from the town of Aba, known in Tibetan as Ngaba, where many of the
self-immolations have taken place. The group quoted a witness as saying Dorjee
walked “in flames to a government office building where he collapsed.”

The Radio Free Asia report said that Rinchen, a 32-year-old widow and mother
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of three, killed herself by self-immolation on Sunday in front of the Kirti Mon-
astery in in Ngaba. A report by Free Tibet, said Rinchen had four children.

On Saturday, a woman who attends a middle school in Maqu County in Gansu
Province set fire to herself in a vegetable market, Radio Free Asia reported. On
Monday, the Tibetan Women’s Association, an exile advocacy group, identified
the woman who killed herself as Tsering Kyi, age 19; Free Tibet said she was 20.

“This third self-immolation in as many days underlines that Tibetans will not
stop protesting until their calls for freedom are heeded,” said Stephanie Brigden,
director of Free Tibet.

The women’s association said the self-immolations by the women were the first
by Tibetan laywomen in Tibet’s history. Previously, only nuns or former nuns had

set fire to themselves.

China considers itself a liberator of Tibet, the former Himalayan kingdom that
Chinese forces occupied in the 1950%. China has denounced the self-immola-
tions as terrorism inspired by the Dalai Lama, Tibet’s spiritual leader-in-exile,
who fled Tibet in 1959 and has called for eased Chinese restrictions on Tibetan
political and religious activities.

bitp:/ | www.phaynl.com/ news/ article.aspx?id=31010>+=1

Tibet continues to burn: Third self-immolation in three days
Phaynl, March 05, 2012

DHARAMSHALA: In alarming news coming out of Tibet, another Tibetan
died today after setting himself on fire protesting China’s occupation of Tibet.

This is the third self-immolation in as many days.

Dorjee, 18, a native of Cha Shang in the beleaguered Ngaba region of eastern
Tibet set himself on fire at around 6.30 pm local time today.

The exile base of Kirti monastery in Dharamshala, in a release said that Dorjee

carried out a march from a bridge to a Chinese office in the region.

“Dorjee was engulfed in fire as he raised slogans protesting the Chinese govern-
ment’s policies in Tibet while marching towards the office building,” the release
said.
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Dorjee later died at the scene of his protest.

Cha Shang is located around 70 kms east to the main Ngaba town, the centre of

the ongoing wave of self-immolations in Tibet.

“Local Tibetans tried to gain possession of Dorjee’s charred body but Chinese
security personnel forcibly took it to Ngaba town,” the release added.

In the past two days, two women — Tsering Kyi, a 19-year school students and
Rinchen, a 32-year old mother of four — torched their bodies protesting China’s
continued occupation of Tibet.

Since 2009, now 26 Tibetans have set themselves on fire demanding the return
of His Holiness the Dalai I.ama and freedom in Tibet.

The three self-immolations come days ahead of the 53rd anniversary of the
March 10 Tibetan National Uprising Day and the one year commemoration of
the March 16 self-immolation of Kirti monk Phuntsog.

Many parts of Tibet remain under an undeclared martial law following the fiery
wave self-immolations and a series of mass protests that have been brutally sup-

pressed.

hitp:/ | wwm.aljazeera.com/ news/ asia-pacific/ 2012/ 03/ 201236 17401726 7366.htn!

Tibetan youth sets himself ablaze in China
Aljazeera, 06 Mar 2012

A Tibetan youth has burned himself to death in southwestern China, the third
self-immolation in three days, in what overseas Tibetan rights groups said reflects

growing resentment against China’s policies in the Tibetan areas.

Dorjee, 18, died after he set himself ablaze in Aba county in Sichuan province
on Monday in protest at China’s policy on Tibet, human rights organisations Free
Tibet and International Campaign for Tibet said .

Alocal official and police told Reuters by telephone that they had no knowledge
of the incident.

Dorjee was the 25th self-immolation in the past year, with at least 18 believed
to have died from their injuries, according to rights groups.
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The latest deaths were all ordinary people and not, as is often the case, Buddhist

monks or former clergy.

Isabel Hilton, editor of the London-based China Dialogue, said the string of
self immolations was a measure of despair in response to an intensification of
Chinese policies.

“This is certainly the most widespread and consistent protest since 2008. And
the interesting thing about it is that although it began with religious community,

monks and nuns, it has spread way beyond that,” she said.
“And it has spread into places that was not traditionally close to the Dalai Lama.”

Free Tibet, based in Britain, cited an eyewitness saying Dorjee set himself on
fire near a bridge and then walked in flames to a government office building

where he collapsed.

Tibetan monks at the Kirti monastery in India’s Dharamsala, the seat of the
Tibetan government-in-exile, said Dorjee shouted slogans against the Chinese
government’s policies on Tibet as he set himself ablaze, according to the US-

based International Campaign for Tibet.

Dorjee’s death came two days after two Tibetans killed themselves by setting

themselves on fire in Sichuan and neighbouring Gansu province.

“This third self-immolation in as many days underlines that Tibetans will not
stop protesting until their calls for freedom are heeded,” Stephanie Brigden, the
director of Free Tibet, said in an emailed statement.

“The international community must take immediate action.”

Activists say China violently stamps out religious freedom and culture in Tibet,
the mountainous region of western China which has been under Chinese control
since 1950.
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Gepey

Age: 18

Occupation: Monk

Date of self-immolation: 10 March 2012
Place: Ngaba, Amdo, Noreastern Tibet
Current status: Deceased

Tibetan Monk Sets Himself on Fire to Protest Chinese Rule
By Edward Wong, The New York Times, 13 March 2012

Gepey was from Kirti Monastery in Sichuan Province, which is the epicenter
of the wave of self-immolations that began in March 2011. Since then, at least
26 Tibetans have set fire to themselves across the Tibetan plateau, and at least 18
have died. Gepey committed self-immolation on the anniversary of an ill-fated
Tibetan uprising against Chinese occupiers in 1959 that resulted in the Dalai
Lama fleeing to India.

Free Tibet said Gepey killed himself behind a military building in the town
of Aba, known in Tibetan as Ngaba. He was the third Tibetan in a row to self-
immolate by a building that symbolizes China’s crackdown in Tibet, the group
said. It added that security officers took away Gepey’s body, and the authorities
did not allow traditional funeral rites to be performed for fear of the ceremony

turning into a protest.

http:/ [ www.gnardian.co.uk/ world/ 2012/ mar/ 13/ tibetan-teenager-self-immolates-revolt-anniversary

Tibetan teenager self-immolates on anniversary of failed uprising
The Associated Press in Beijing, 13 March 2012

A teenage Tibetan monk set himself on fire on the 53rd anniversary of the
failed Tibetan uprising against Chinese rule, an overseas activist group said on
Tuesday.

The London-based Free Tibet group said 18-year-old Gepey self-immolated on
Saturday in Aba, a town that is under heavy security lockdown in western Sichuan

province.
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The group says Gepey was a monk from the town’s Kirti Monastery, the scene
of numerous protests against the Chinese government over the past several yeats.
10 March marked the start of the unsuccessful revolt that eventually caused the
Dalai Lama to flee the Himalayan region in 1959.

More than two dozen Tibetans, including several teenagers, have set themselves
on fire in China over the last year, protesting against China’s suppression of their
religion and culture and calling for the return of the Dalai Lama.

Gepey died after self-immolating behind a military camp, Free Tibet said. The
group said locals tried to take his body away but security personnel removed it.

A woman from the county communist party propaganda department said she
had no information about the incident. Calls to the prefectural communist party
department and police and county police rang unanswered. A man who answered
the phone at the Kirti Monastery hung up when he was asked about the self-

immolation.

Chinese authorities in Aba refused to allow locals to carry out traditional funeral
rites for Gepey so as not to provide an opportunity for Tibetans to gather and
protest, Free Tibet said.

Gepey was the third Tibetan this month to self-immolate near a building as-
sociated with Chinese authority. Earlier in March, another 18-year-old Tibetan
man in the same county set himself on fire and walked to a government office
building while a mother similarly protested outside a police station in Aba town.

“We are now witnessing a pattern of Tibetans setting themselves on fire in front
of buildings which symbolise China’s current crackdown in Tibet,” Free Tibet’s
director Stephanie Brigden said.

“Saturday’s self-immolation is the latest in an ever-increasing list of courageous

and profound acts which the world cannot continue to ignore.”

Tibetans, including a prominent writer in Beijing, have pleaded for an end to the

self-immolations, saying they are not helping the cause of Tibetan rights.

The communist government has blamed supporters of the exiled Tibetan Bud-

dhist spiritual leader the Dalai I.ama for encouraging the self-immolations.

The Dalai LLama has said he does not encourage the protests, but he has praised
the courage of those who engage in self-immolation and has attributed the pro-
tests to what he calls China’s “cultural genocide” in Tibet.
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Tibetan teen self-immolates on revolt anniversary
By Gillian Wong, The Seattle Times and Associated Press

BEIJING — A teenage Tibetan monk set himself on fire in protest on the
53rd anniversary of the failed Tibetan uprising against Chinese rule, an overseas

activist group said Tuesday.

The London-based Free Tibet group said 18-year-old Gepey self-immolated on
Saturday in Aba, a town that is under heavy security lockdown in western Sichuan

province.

The group says Gepey was a monk from the town’s Kirti Monastery, the scene
of numerous protests against the Chinese government over the past several yeats.
March 10 marked the start of the unsuccessful revolt that eventually caused the
Dalai Lama to flee the Himalayan region in 1959.

More than two dozen Tibetans, including several teenagers, have set themselves
on fire in China over the last year, protesting China’s suppression of their religion
and culture and calling for the return of the Dalai Lama.

Gepey died after self-immolating behind a military camp, Free Tibet said. The
group said locals tried to take his body away but security personnel removed it.

A woman from the county Communist Party propaganda department said she
had no information about the incident. Calls to the prefectural Communist Party
department and police and county police rang unanswered. A man who answered
the phone at the Kirti Monastery hung up when he was asked about the self-

immolation.

Chinese authorities in Aba refused to allow locals to carry out traditional funeral
rites for Gepey so as not to provide an opportunity for Tibetans to gather and
protest, Free Tibet said.

Gepey was the third Tibetan this month to self-immolate near a building as-
sociated with Chinese authority. Earlier in March, another 18-year-old Tibetan
man in the same county set himself on fire and walked to a government office
building while a mother similarly protested outside a police station in Aba town.
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“We are now witnessing a pattern of Tibetans setting themselves on fire in front
of buildings which symbolize China’s current crackdown in Tibet,” Free Tibet’s
director Stephanie Brigden said in a statement. “Saturday’s self-immolation is the
latest in an ever-increasing list of courageous and profound acts which the world

cannot continue to ignore.”

Tibetans, including a prominent writer in Beijing, have pleaded for an end to the
self-immolations, saying they are not helping the cause of Tibetan rights.

The communist government has blamed supporters of the exiled Tibetan Bud-
dhist spiritual leader the Dalai Lama for encouraging the self-immolations.

The Dalai Lama has said he does not encourage the protests, but he has praised
the courage of those who engage in self-immolation and has attributed the pro-
tests to what he calls China’s “cultural genocide” in Tibet.

hitp:] | wwm.phaynl.com/ news/ article.aspx?id=31056>1=1

Fiery death marks March 10 commemorations in Tibet
Phayul, 13 March 2012

DHARAMSHALA: A teenaged Tibetan monk in eastern Tibet burned himself
to death in an apparent protest against China’s rule on March 10, the day marking
the 53rd anniversary of the 1959 Tibetan uprisings.

Gepey, an 18-year-old monk from the Kirti Monastery in the beleaguered Ng-
aba region set himself on fire on Saturday March 10 at around 5pm (local time)
according to exile sources.

The exile base of Kirti monastery in Dharamshala in a late night release today
said that Gepey self-immolated near a military camp in Ngaba town that was
built in the 1950s for China’s “liberation army” when they first invaded Tibet.

“Due to the proximity to the military camp, Chinese soldiers quickly arrived and
carried Gepey’s charred body inside the camp and refused to hand it over to the

deceased’s family,” the release said.

A day later, on March 11, after much persistence, Chinese authorities decided to
allow only five people from Gepey’s family to take part in the funeral, according
to the release.
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The family was ordered to have the funeral immediately and his body was cre-
mated at 10pm (local time) on March 11, without proper traditional funeral rites.
The cemetery was surrounded by security officers keeping a close watch on the

proceedings.

In a separate release confirming the events of March 10, London based rights
group, Free Tibet said the Chinese authorities refused to allow the traditional
funeral rites to take place, fearing that it would give Tibetans a “chance to gather
and provide an opportunity for further protest against China’s repression.”

Gepey is the third Tibetan in a row to self-immolate near Chinese government

buildings, which are symbolic of China’s continued occupation of Tibet.

bttp:/ | www.tibetanreview.net/ newsphp2p=9¢>>id=10463

Monk, 18, immolates self on 53rd Tibet uprising day
TibetanReview.net, Mar 14, 2012,

An 18-19-year-old monk named Gepey of Kirti Monastery in Ngaba County
or Sichuan Province immolated himself to death around 5:30PM (Beijing Time)
on Mar 10 as Tibetans across the free world marked the 53rd anniversary of their
national uprising against Chinese rule. Gepey immolated himself in a market-
place behind the county military camp, the first to be set up by the Chinese while
invading Tibet, reported Dharamsala-based Tibetan Centre for Human Rights

and Democracy and several other sources Mar 13.

Because of the prevailing state of security imposed by the Chinese authorities,
the monk’s mother learnt about the incident only the next day and went to the
camp to demand his body. But the Chinese refused and eventually agreed to
its cremation near Kirti Monastery late in the night of Mar 11, but without the
traditional rituals. The crematorium was surrounded by troops to prevent the
gathering of a crowd.

RFEA.org (Radio Free Asia, Washington) said Mar 13 that Chinese police de-
tained Gepey’s mother, Chako, and questioned her for several hours over Mar
11-12, eventually releasing her.

Gepey belonged to the nomadic Soru Division of Choejema Township in Ng-
aba County. He joined Kirti Monastery at a young age. His father passed away
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few years back while his brothers are also monks at Kirti Monastery.

Gepey’s is the 27th known case of self-immolation by protesting Tibetans in
Tibet since Feb 2009. Local Tibetans were reported to have shut their shops and

restaurants to show solidarity with Gepey.

RFEA.org reported that news of Gepey’s self-immolation appeared also on the
Chinese website Xin Lang, which carried a Weibo microblog posting confirm-
ing Gepe’s name and age and the date of his protest. However, the posting was
quickly removed and replaced by a comment saying that the story could not be

viewed by the public.

Local Chinese authorities have either refused to answer questions to denied

knowledge about the incident when queried by international wire news services.

Dorjee, self-immolated on March 5 walking towards a local Chinese govern-
ment building, while on March 4, Rinchen torched her body in front of a police
station especially set up outside the gate of Kirti monastery in Ngaba.

Gepey, a semi-orphan, is survived by his mother and two brothers, both of

whom are monks.

According to Kirti monastery, his mother was summoned by Chinese security

personnel for daylong interrogation sessions on March 11 and 12.

Due to the tight security clampdown in Ngaba, which alone has witnessed more
than 15 self-immolations, Tibetans in the region came to know of Gepey’s death

only on March 12.

“Local Tibetan shops and restaurants remained closed today in a strong show

of solidarity with Gepey’s courageous act,” the release said.

More military, paramilitary and police personnel have been deployed in Ngaba

town since Saturday.

27 Tibetans have set their bodies on fire since 2009 demanding the return of
Tibetan spiritual leader His Holiness the Dalai Lama from exile and freedom in
Tibet.
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Jamyang Palden

Age: 34

Occupation: Monk

Date of self-immolation: 14 March 2012
Place: Rongpo Monastery, Rebkong, Amdo,
Northeastern Tibet

Current status: Deceased

Another Tibetan Monk Sets Himself on Fire to Protest Chinese Rule
By Edward Wong, The New York Times, 15 March 2012

Jamyang Palden, who self-immolated in a square in front of Rongwo Mon-
astery, is believed to have survived. The authorities took him to a hospital, but
monks brought him back to the monastery for fear that he would be arrested,
Free Tibet said.

At least 27 Tibetans have self-immolated since March 2011, and at least 18 of
those have died. About 500 monks gathered in the square after the self-immo-
lation on Wednesday, and some held up pictures of the Dalai Lama, the exiled
spiritual leader of the Tibetans, Free Tibet said.

The International Campaign for Tibet, another advocacy group, said its soutces
had confirmed the self-immolation, which took place around 9 a.m. Rongwo is in
the county of Rebkong, called Tongren in Chinese, an area that is on the border
of the Tibetan and ethnic Han lands.

Fire rages on in Tibet: A monk in Rebkong self-immolates
Phayut, 14 March 2012

DHARAMSHALA, March 14: Reports of yet another self-immolation by a
monk in Rebkong in the traditional Amdo region are coming out of Tibet.

Jamyang Palden, 34 a monk at the Rongwo monastery in Rebkong set himself

on fire in an apparent protest against the Chinese government earlier today.
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The Dharamshala based Tibet Times newspaper has cited sources in exile as
saying that Jamyang Palden self-immolated on a ground in front of the monas-

tery.

“Tibetans who were present at the site of Jamyang Palden’s fiery protest im-
mediately took him to a hospital in Marlho town but soon after, he was brought

back to the monastery,” the report said.

It is not clear why Jamyang Palden was brought back to the monastery but it is
widely believed that the move was taken to rescue him from falling into the hands

of Chinese security personnel.

In earlier instances of self-immolation protests, eyewitnesses have said that Chi-
nese security personnel at the scene of the protests have resorted to brute force,

beating Tibetans who are still on fire with spiked clubs.

Reports have confirmed that Tibetans who had survived their self-immolation
protest had to go through amputations and were subjected to verbal abuse and

maltreatment from the doctors and Chinese officials at the hospital.

“Right now, a large number of monks and local Tibetans are gathered at the
ground in front of the monastery, the site of Jamyang Palden’s protest and offer-

ing prayers,” sources said.
There are no further details available at the time of filing this report.

With Jamyang Palden’s self-immolation, 28 Tibetans have now set their bodies
on fire demanding the return of His Holiness the Dalai LLama from exile and

freedom in Tibet.

http:/ | www.aljazeera.com/ news/ asia/ 2012/ 03/ 20123165463052794 5. him!

Tibetan monk in self-immolation bid in China
Albjazeera, 16 March 2012

A Tibetan monk set himself on fire in western China on Wednesday, an over-
seas activist group and a Chinese state news agency reported, the latest in a spate

of self-immolations.

Jamyang Palden burned himself in Tongren, a monastery town in Qinghai prov-
ince, and survived after security forces put out the blaze, the official Xinhua
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News Agency and London-based Free Tibet said.

More than two dozen Tibetans have set themselves on fire in China over the
past year to protest the suppression of their religion and culture and call for the

Dalai Lama’s return.

Palden’s self-immolation coincided with the four-year anniversary of violent
mass protests against inequality and Chinese influence in Tibet, which led to

thousands of arrests and dozens of deaths.

It also comes as China moves to establish firmer control over the semi-auton-
omous province. Eatlier this year, the government ended a long-running policy
of allowing Tibet’s monasteries to run independently, instead deciding to station
Communist Party officials in almost all of them.

Free Tibet said Palden took part in the 2008 protests, the largest uprising against
Chinese rule in 50 years, and was arrested and tortured for it.

Gasoline-soaked robe

Palden walked out of Rongwo Monastery in the morning dressed in a gasoline-
soaked robe, then used a lighter to burn himself, Xinhua said, citing a county

government spokesman.

Free Tibet said Palden went to a public square, prostrated three times beside
Rongwo Monastery and shouted “Let His Holiness return! Freedom for Tibet

12

and the Tibetan language!” before he set himself on fire.

Security forces put out the fire by covering Palden’s body with a sheet, the group
said.

He was taken to a hospital, but was brought back to the monastery by monks
who feared he would be arrested by Chinese authorities, Free Tibet said.

Xinhua said officials were talking with the monk’s relatives to try to send him
to a hospital in the provincial capital of Xining where he could receive better

medical treatment.

The group said about 500 monks and other Tibetans gathered in the town
square to demonstrate, with some holding up images of their exiled Tibetan
Buddhist spiritual leader, the Dalai I.ama. Monks from other monasteries were
traveling to the town to express their solidarity and people trying to enter the
town were being stopped and questioned by plainclothes security, it said.



204

Calls to Tongren police, local government and Communist Party offices rang

unanswered.
‘Cultural genocide’

At his annual news conference in Beijing on Wednesday, Premier Wen Jiabao
spoke out against the immolations and said it was sad to see such behavior from

innocent Tibetans.

“We are opposed to taking such radical moves which disturb and undermine
the social harmony,” Wen said. “The young Tibetans are innocent. We feel deeply
distressed by their behavior.”

China has previously sought to discredit the self-immolators, saying that some
suffered mental problems or had criminal records. Wen also stressed that Tibet
and other heavily Tibetan areas of China remain “inseparable parts of China’s

territory”.

Tibetans, including a prominent writer in Beijing, have pleaded for an end to the

self-immolations, saying they are not helping the cause of Tibetan rights.

The communist government has blamed supporters of the Dalai Lama for en-

couraging the self-immolations.

The Dalai L.ama has said he does not encourage the protests, but has praised the
courage of those who engage in self-immolation and has attributed the protests

to what he calls China’s “cultural genocide” in Tibet.

bttp:/ | www.asianews.it/ news-en/ Qinghai,-Tibetan-monks-self-immolation-sparks-pro-
test-242306.btml

Qinghai, Tibetan monks self immolation sparks protest
By Nirmala Carvalho, Asia News, 14 March 2012

Dharamsala (AsiaNews) - Jamyang Palden, a Tibetan monk in his 30’ set him-
self on fire in Rongwo (Rebkong County, Qinghai) at about 10.30 this morning,
The cleric self-immolated near Rongwo monastery, the largest in the county and

according to the latest information, has survived.
But his sacrifice has sparked a protest that is growing,

Witnesses say that as the monks gathered for prayer, Jamyang Palden went out
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into the square and set himself on fire. Staff of the Office for Religious Affairs
and Public Safety arrived quickly and took him to hospital. A group of monks
and lamas entered the same hospital and took the wounded man back to the
monastery. They fear that the authorities would detain Jamyang, as soon as he

recovers.

After the self-immolation, about 500 monks gathered in the square. They were
joined by local people and neighboring villages, singing and praying under the
close supervision of Chinese soldiers. Some of the demonstrators carried pic-
tures of the Dalai Lama which are banned in Tibet. The monks then returned to
the monastery, but religious of other monasteties are on their way to the city to

express their solidarity.

A demonstration also broke out in the Yifu middle and high school, also in
Rongwo. Last week there was a demonstration of over 700 students. Police sur-
rounded the building with checkpoints on the streets, checking anyone who

wants to enter or exit. A security cordon was also put up around the monastery.

Although Jamyang Palden survived in his sacrifice, he is in very serious condi-

tions.

Today’s self immolation brings to 25 the number of Tibetans to set themselves
on fire to criticize Beijing and demand the return of the Dalai Lama. China ac-
cuses the Dalai Lama of encouraging these acts as an instrument of political
pressure. In fact, the Tibetan leader has always claimed not to encourage this
extreme form of protest, asking the young monks to preserve their life. He says
that the desperation which created these gestures is caused by “cultural geno-

cide” in Tibet and to which the Tibetans are submitted by the Chinese regime.

Monk Jamyang Palden succumbs to injuries six months after fiery protest
Phaynl, 1 October 2012

DHARAMSHALA: Tibetan self-immolator Jamyang Palden, a monk at the
Rongwo Monastery in Rebkong, eastern Tibet, has reportedly succumbed to his

injuries after an ordeal that lasted for more than six months.

Jamyang Palden, 34, passed away in the evening of September 29, at his mon-

astery quarters.

According to India based Tibetan language news portal, Tibet Times, monks at
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the monastery gathered in large numbers to offer prayers for the deceased, soon

after news of his passing away broke out.

Monks and local Tibetans had been nursing Jamyang Palden and taking care of
him since his discharge from a hospital in the nearby Malho town.

“Due to his severe burn injuries, he showed very little signs of improvement
and finally passed away,” the report quoted an exile Tibetan with contacts in the

region as saying.

On March 14, Jamyang Palden set himself on fire in an apparent protest against

the Chinese government on a ground in front of his monastery.

Tibetans who were present at the site of his fiery protest immediately took him
to a hospital but brought him back to the monastery to rescue him from falling

into the hands of Chinese security personnel.

A large number of monks and local Tibetans had gathered at the ground in

front of the monastery to offer prayers and mark their protest.

According to confirmed reports, Tibetans who had survived their self-immo-
lation protest suffered amputations of all limbs and were subjected to verbal
abuse, interrogations and maltreatment from the doctors and Chinese officials

at the hospitals.

Days after Jamyang Palden’s self-immolation protest, Sonam Dhargey, a 44-year-
old father of three, set himself ablaze near the Rongwo town centre and suc-
cumbed to his burns at his protest site.

Marching in the street, engulfed in flames, eyewitnesses said Sonam Dhargey
called for the return of the Dalai Lama from exile.

Sonam Dhargey had wound his torso with barbed wires, a tactic that has been
eatlier used by self-immolating Tibetans to restrict Chinese security personnel
from getting hold of their bodies.

Local Tibetans had carried Sonam Dhargey’s body to Dolma Square, the main
ground in front of the Rongwo monastery, where according to reports, more
than 8000 Tibetans gathered to pay their last respects and mark their protest

against the Chinese government.

Since 2009, there have been 52 known cases of self-immolations in Tibet, out

of which now 42 Tibetans have passed away.
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The US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton recently expressed America’s con-
cerns over the increasing instances of self-immolations in Tibet and violations of

human rights at a meeting with her Chinese counterpart Yang Jiechi.

“The Secretary, as she always does, raised human rights concerns — notably in
this particular meeting, concerns about Tibet and increasing pace of immola-
tions,” a senior US official said after Clinton met Yang on the sidelines of the UN

General Assembly session in New York.

Lobsang Tsultrim

Age: 20

Occupation: Monk

Date of self-immolation: 16 March 2012
Place: Ngaba, Amdo, Northeastern Tibet

Current status: Deceased

Breaking: Yet another self-immolation marks a year of fiery protests
Phaynl, March 16, 2012

DHARAMSHALA, March 16: Exactly a year after monk Phuntsog set himself
on fire demanding the return of the Dalai Lama from exile and freedom in Tibet,

another Tibetan has set himself on fire today.

Lobsang Tsultrim, a 20-year-old monk from the besieged Kirti monastery in

the Ngaba region of eastern Tibet set his body on fire at around 5 pm local time.

According to the exile base of Kirti monastery in Dharamshala, Lobsang Tsul-

trim set himself ablaze on the main street in the upper region of Ngaba town.

“Lobsang Tsultrim was enveloped in flames and raising slogans as he started
marching up the main road,” the release said. “Upon seeing Chinese security per-

sonnel rushing towards him, Lobsang Tsultrim turned back but another security
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personnel present there struck him and he fell on the ground.”

The fire was extinguished and Lobsang Tsultrim was thrown into a police ve-
hicle.

“Even as Chinese security personnel had pinned him on the floor of the mov-
ing vehicle, Lobsang Tsultrim was seen raising his fist in the air and raising slo-

gans,” the release said quoting eyewitnesses.
Born to Yeshi and Tsedron, Lobsang Tsultrim is the eldest of four siblings.

He was enrolled into the monastic order at the age of eight and throughout his
schooling years, he was amongst the brightest students in the monastery.

Lobsang Tsultrim has been described by his peers as “well-behaved and friendly.”

Since Phuntsog’s self-immolation protest, 28 Tibetans have torched their bod-

ies in the past one year alone, protesting China’s continued occupation of Tibet.

In anticipation of protests on the one-year anniversary of monk Phuntsog’s
self-immolation, Chinese security personnel were on high alert since morning,

the release said.

In the past few months, several foreign journalists attempting to enter the Ng-
aba region including reporters from the BBC and CNN have been detained,

thrown out, and threatened of visa revocations.

However, journalists who have been able to slip through the tight security cor-
don have described the town, which has been at the centre of the fiery protests,

as a “conflict zone” under “stifling lockdown.”

An Associated Press journalist reported that soldiers with helmets, rifles, sticks,
and shields marching in rows were not only patrolling the streets, but also “polic-

ing the minds” of the community.

“The locals are definitely feeling very heavy-hearted, very frustrated, all day.
The soldiers are everywhere,” the report quoted a teacher as saying. “At every
moment, people wonder what will happen to the person next to them, what the

soldiers will do to them.”

One of the first to gain access to the region, a Guardian reporter, revealed that
Chinese paramilitaries were trying to “snuff out Tibetan resistance to Beijing’s

rule with spiked batons, semi-automatic weapons and fire extinguishers.”
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“Essentially you’ve got a town that’s on edge - a town that’s divided between
the potential immolators and those standing by to extinguish,” the Guardian re-
p g by guish,
ported.

Many countries have expressed serious concerns over the ongoing crisis inside
Tibet and urged China to address the grievances of the Tibetan people.

The Tibetan exile patliament, which is currently in session, held extensive dis-
cussions on the spate of self-immolations and mass protests inside Tibet and
passed a unanimous resolution urging the Chinese leadership to immediately end
its repressive policies in Tibet and allow an international fact-finding delegation

to visit Tibetan areas.

bttp:/ | wwmw.asianews.it] news-en/ Ngaba:-Tibetan-monk-who-self-immolated-to-protest-Chi-
na-dies-from-wounds-24289.html

Ngaba: Tibetan monk who self-immolated to protest China dies from wounds
Asia News, 20 March 2012

Lhasa (AsiaNews) - Lobsang Tsultrim, a 20-yr-old Tibetan monk who self-im-
molated on 16 March 2012 died last night in Barkham (Ngaba, Sichuan), after
three long painful days. After preventing his parents from visiting their son, the
authorities cremated Lobsang’s body and gave his ashes to the family. On the
same day, monks at the Kirti Monastery held a prayer ceremony following the
monk’s death.

According to local sources, Lobsang was a cousin of Norbu Damdul, a 19 year-
old former monk at the Kirti Monastery, who self-immolated on 15 October
2011 and later died on 5 January 2012.

Since February 2009, 29 monks have set themselves on fire to demonstrate

against China’s rigid censorship and control.

In order to keep Tibetan religious under control, China has brought all forms

of worship under its tight rein, deciding if and when monasteries can open.

The Dalai Lama has always discouraged this form of protest; nevertheless, he
has praised the courage that it takes to choose such an extreme action, which is
the consequence of China’s ongoing policy of cultural genocide in Tibet. (N.C.)
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hitp:/ | wwm.rfa.org/ english/ news/ tibet/ burn-03162012143125. html/

Monk Burns Himself Amid Mass Protests
RFEA, 16 march 2012

Another Tibetan monk self-immolated Friday in China’s Sichuan province in
protest over Chinese rule while more than 1,000 Tibetans demonstrated in neigh-
boring Qinghai province demanding the release of more than 50 monks who

were detailed a day eatlier in a monastery crackdown.

Twenty-year-old Lobsang Tsultrim was in flames as he ran shouting slogans
against Chinese rule near the county office in Sichuan’s Ngaba (in Chinese, Aba)
prefecture, eyewitnesses told India-based monks Kanyag Tsering and Lobsang
Yeshe.

“He was pursued by Chinese policemen who beat him, knocked him down, and

threw him into an open truck,” Tsering quoted one eyewitness as saying;
“He was seen being taken away but he kept pumping his fists in the air.”

Tsultrim, the eldest in a family of four and who was ordained as a monk when
he was cight, was from the restive Kirti monastery, which has been surrounded
and sealed by security forces which have also beefed up security across Ngaba

county.

He is the 29th Tibetan to have self-immolated since February 2009 amid a wave
of fiery Tibetan protests challenging Beijing’s rule and calling for the return of
Tibet’s exiled spiritual leader the Dalai Lama.

Tibetan flag

The self-immolation came as more than 1,000 Tibetans protested in Gepasum-
do (in Chinese, Tongde) county in Qinghai province on Friday calling for the
release of about 50 monks who had been held for raising the Tibetan flag and

demanding freedom a day eatlier, according to sources.

“Over a thousand Tibetans converged at the county building and demanded
that all the monks detained should be released,” a local Tibetan source told RFA.

“They persisted in the peaceful protests and the county government building

was surrounded by police and paramilitary forces.”
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The source said there was no confrontation as elder Tibetans had advised the
protesters to “persist in their peaceful defiance and not become involved in any

kind of violence.”

The protest was triggered by a crackdown by Chinese security forces on the Ba
Shangtre monastery Thursday after about 150 to 200 monks from the institution
raised the Tibetan flag at the Gepasumdo (in Chinese, Tongde) county in Tsolho

(in Chinese, Hainan) prefecture.

They also displayed banners calling for freedom for Tibet, the return of the
Dalai Lama to Tibet, and for human rights for Tibetans before marching through

the streets, the Tibetan source said.

“Some time that evening, 40 Chinese vehicles arrived at the monastery and the
Chinese police and paramilitary surrounded it. They searched the residences of
the monks and detained about 60 monks,” the source said.

“Fifty of them were held back at the county detention center while 10 were

released.”
Police
Chinese police at Gepasumdo county refused to confirm the protests.

When RFA asked the person who answered the phone at the police station
whether there was a 1,000-strong protest, he said, “There wasn’t.”

Asked whether the protesters were all students, he hung up the phone.

Tensions have heightened in Tibetan-populated provinces and in the Tibet Au-
tonomous Region following a Chinese security clampdown and the detention of

hundreds of monks since eatly last year.

Earlier this week, several thousand students protested in three counties in Qin-
ghai on Wednesday to challenge a possible change in the medium of instruction

in schools.

The protests against a proposed change from Tibetan to Chinese language oc-
curred in schools in Rebkong (in Chinese, Tongren), Tsekhog (Zeku) and Kangt-
sa (Gangcha) counties, according to a Tibetan exile spokesman for the Rebkong

community based in the Indian hilltown of Dharamsala.

It was the biggest protest since October 2010 when thousands of Tibetan
middle and primary school pupils from four different Tibetan autonomous pre-
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fectures in Qinghai Province demonstrated for days against a language change

policy.
Anniversary

The latest self-immolation came neatly a week after Uprising Day on March 10,
the politically sensitive anniversary of the 1959 flight into exile of the Dalai Lama
and of regionwide protests throughout Tibet in 2008.

The wave of self-immolations prompted a call last week from well-known Ti-
betan blogger Woeser and senior Tibetan religious leader Arjia Rinpoche to end
the fiery protests, saying that Tibetans opposed to Chinese rule should instead

“stay alive to struggle and push forward” their goals.

bttp:] | www.phayni.com/ news/ article.aspx?id=31095>4=1

Lobsang Tsultrim passes away, Ngaba mourns in solidarity
Phayni, March 20, 2012

DHARAMSHALA, March 20: Lobsang Tsultrim, the 20-year-old monk, who
self-immolated on March 16, marking a year of fiery protests, passed away in a
Chinese hospital yesterday.

According to the exile base of Kirti monastery in Dharamshala, local Chinese
authorities denied Lobsang Tsultrim’s family the right to perform his last rites

and cremated him the same day.

“Only a portion of his ashes was handed over to the family,” Kirti monastery
said in a release.

Lobsang Tsultrim’s self-immolation on March 16 came exactly a year after an-
other Kirti monk, Phuntsog set himself on fire demanding the return of His
Holiness the Dalai Lama from exile and freedom in Tibet.

Eyewitnesses said that Lobsang Tsultrim, enveloped in flames, marched on the

main street in Ngaba town raising slogans.

He was knocked down on the ground by Chinese security personnel and thrown

into the back of a vehicle after extinguishing the flames.

Lobsang Tsultrim was seen raising his fist in the air and shouting slogans even
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as Chinese security personnel had pinned him on the floor of the moving vehicle.

Born to Yeshi and Tsedron, the “bright” student of Kirti Tantric college was
the eldest of four siblings.

It has also been learned that Lobsang Tsultrim was a cousin of Norbu Damdul,
a former Kirti monk who self-immolated on October 15, 2011 and passed away
in a Chinese hospital on January 5, 2012.

Norbu Damdul had raised slogans demanding complete independence for Ti-
bet and return of His Holiness the Dalai Lama.

Kirti monastery in its release said that all Tibetan shops and restaurants in Ng-
aba town remained closed for three days following Lobsang Tsultrim’s self-im-

molation, in a strong show of solidarity.

“Also on the 19th, the full assembly of Kirti monks sat through the night doing
scriptural recitations,” the release added.

Out of the 30 self-immolations that have taken place inside Tibet since 2009,
the Ngaba region alone has witnessed 19 fiery protests.

According to the Central Tibetan Administration, 22 Tibetans have died in the
ongoing wave of self-immolation protests, while the condition and whereabouts

of four self-immolaters remain “unknown.”

The rest are being described in “serious condition,” having sustained spinal

cord injuries and amputation of all limbs.

The Tibetan exile parliament, which is currently in session in Dharamshala, held
extensive discussions on the spate of self-immolations and mass protests inside
Tibet and passed a unanimous resolution urging the Chinese leadership to imme-
diately end its repressive policies in Tibet and allow an international fact-finding
delegation to visit Tibetan areas.
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Sonam Dhargyal

Age: 44

Occupation: Farmer

Date of self-immolation: 17 March 2012
Place: at a road near Malho county, Rebkong,
Amdo, Northeastern Tibet

Current status: Deceased

CTA Urges Chinese Government to Defuse Escalating Tension
in Rebkong
Tibet.net, Press Release, 18 March 2012

DHARAMSHALA: The Central Tibetan Administration is deeply worried
about reports of looming tensions in Rebgong in north-eastern Tibet. A stand-
off between armed security forces and the local Tibetans occurred during the

funeral of a Tibetan farmer who died of self-immolation yesterday.

Sonam Dhargyal, a 44-year-old farmer, shouted slogans demanding the return
of His Holiness the Dalai Lama to Tibet before setting himself on fire in Rongbo
in the morning of 17 March. In recent years, he is reported to have been persis-
tently saying: “The return of His Holiness the Dalai L.ama to Tibet is of para-
mount importance, and it will solve the issue of Tibet.”

Tibetans who tried to put out the flame said he succumbed to fatal injuries on
the spot. They said his stomach burst out and that he had tied a thin barb wire

covered in cotton padding around the stomach.

Later, an unprecedented gathering of over 7,000 Tibetans including many from
neighbouring areas, converged at his funeral at Dolma Ground in front of Rong-

bo monastery.

Convoys of armed police and paramilitary forces arrived at the site, resulting
in confrontation with the Tibetans. The security forces, who withdrew after they

were outnumbered by mourners, are still present in and around the monastery.
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Prayer rituals for the deceased monk are being carried out in Rongbo monastery.

Sonam Dhargyal was a close friend of Jamyang Palden, the monk of Rongbo
monastery, who was critically injured after he self-immolated on 16 March. He is
undergoing medical treatment at his room in Rongbo monastery. His condition

worsened today with his vital nervous system not responding to medication.

The current situation remains grim in Rebgong from the last many months as a
result of severe repressive measures imposed on both the lay and monastic com-
munities. Large numbers of government officials are stationed across the region,
particularly in monasteries and schools, to quell peaceful protests by Tibetans.
Local government officials and students have been warned by higher authorities
that they will be dismissed from their position and expelled from school respec-
tively if demonstrations occur. There is also unprecedented restriction on the
freedom of movement and gathering of Tibetans in the region.

The Central Tibetan Administration (CTA) is extremely concerned about
well-being of Tibetans in Rebgong in view of further provocative measures from
the authorities and security forces. “We hope the authorities in Qinghai, with its
large Tibetan population, will demonstrate a more peaceful way of responding
to these protests than what we have seen so far in Sichuan,” stated Dicki Chhoy-
ang, Kalon for the Department of Information & International Relations of the
Central Tibetan Administration.

The CTA reiterates its appeal to the Chinese leadership to end its repressive
policies, and address the long-standing grievances of Tibetans through peaceful
dialogue.

Since 2009, 30 Tibetans have so far set themselves on fire calling for freedom
and the return of His Holiness the Dalai Lama to his homeland. 17 of these

incidents occurred in this year alone.

Tension escalates in Tibet with 2 self immolations in 2 days
The Hindustan Tines, Dharamsala, March 18, 2012

Expressing concern over the reports of looming tensions in Rebgong in north-
eastern Tibet, The Central Tibetan Administration (CTA) has urged the Chinese
authorities to end its repressive policies, and address the long-standing grievances
of Tibetans through peaceful dialogue. A stand-off
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between armed security forces and the local Tibetans occurred during the fu-

neral of a Tibetan farmer who died of self-immolation on Saturday.

According to reports from Tibet, Sonam Dhargyal, a 44-year-old farmer set
himself on fire in Rongbo on 17 March in the morning. “He shouted slogans
demanding the return of the Dalai .ama to Tibet before setting himself on fire,”
said the CTA official.

“Tibetans who tried to put out the flame said he died on the spot. They said his
stomach burst open as he had padded it with cotton tucked in with barbed wire,”
the official added.

The official stated that, an unprecedented gathering of over 7,000 Tibetans in-
cluding many from neighbouring areas converged at his funeral in Dolma ground

in front of Rongbo monastery.

Convoys of armed police and paramilitary forces arrived at the site, resulting
in confrontation with the Tibetans but later security forces withdrew after they
were outhumbered by mourners. “Security forces are still present in and around

the monastery making the situation tense,” he said.

This is the 7th incident of self immolation in the month of March. The total
number of self immolations is 30 out of which over 20 have died while the oth-

ers are in a critical condition.

Earlier Losang Tsultrim, a 20-year-old monk of Kirti monastery, took to the
main street of Ngaba town and had set himself on fire on 16 March. “CTA is
extremely concerned about well-being of Tibetans in Rebgong in view of fur-
ther provocative measures from the authorities and security forces,” stated Dicki

Chhoyang, minister for information and international relations.

“We hope the authorities in Qinghai, with its large Tibetan population, will
demonstrate a more peaceful way of responding to these protests than what we

have seen so far in Sichuan,” she added.

Video Shows Sonam Dhargyal Engulfed in Flames
V'OA Tibetan, 19 March 2012

Video received by VOA Tibetan reportedly shows Sonam Dhargyal engulfed in
flames after his self-immolation. On Saturday, Sonam Dhargyal, 44-year-old fa-
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ther of three, set himself on fire in Rebkong region of eastern Tibet, in the latest

gesture of defiance to protest Chinese government policies on Tibet.

Twenty-nine Tibetans, mostly Buddhist monks, have set themselves on fire in
the past year to draw attention to what they describe as Beijing’s oppression of
the Tibetan religion and culture. At least 20 have died.

The Chinese government has described the self-immolations as barbaric and
terrorists acts. It accuses overseas groups and the Dalai Lama of inciting sepa-
ratism. Beijing also has also portrayed those who have set themselves on fire as

outcasts and criminals.

hisp:/ [ wmmbikyanmasr:com/ 62403 | marrsets-himselfon-fire-n-castern-tibet/

Man sets himself on fire in Eastern Tibet
Bikyamasr, 17 March 2012

MUMBALI: A man in eastern Tibet set himself on fire on Saturday in the latest

in a series of similar protests at Chinese rule and government policies.

Sonam Dhargyal, 44, had self-immolated in the Rebkong region, the broad-

caster said quoting witnesses.

A monk in Sichuan province in south-western China set himself alight in a
similar protest earlier this week. Many Tibetans live in the province.

Over the past year some 30 Tibetans have set themselves on fire, with at least

19 dying as a result.

An official close to the office of the Dalai Lama — the spiritual leader of Tibet
— told Bikyamasr.com that they do not condone the acts of suicide, but added

under anonymity that they “understand” what people are going through.
The Dalai Lama has long denounced any violence.

Beijing has blamed a foreign conspiracy behind the protests. Prime Minister
Wen Jiabao this week accused the Dalai I.ama and the Tibetan government-in-

exile in India of promoting Tibetan separatism.

China invaded Tibet in 1959, forcing the Dalai Lama and the government to
flee the country. They have been in occupation ever since, and claim the territory
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to be historically part of China, despite Tibetans speaking a different language,
practice a different faith and have had their own government, in a number of

forms, since at least the 13th century.

http:] | www.phayni.com/ news/ article.aspx?id=31329>4=1

Kirti Rinpoche presides over prayer service for self-immolators
By Tendar Tsering, Phayul, May 03, 2012

DHARAMSHALA, May 3: Led by H.E. the 11th Kirti Rinpoche, Tibetans here
in the exile headquarters of Dharamshala held a mass prayer service for the 36
Tibetans who have set their bodies on fire in the ongoing wave of self-immola-
tions in Tibet.

“Coinciding with the 49th day since the passing away of Sonam Dhargyal, we
are holding this prayer service for all the Tibetan martyrs who immolated them-
selves calling for freedom in Tibet and the return of the Dalai Lama from exile,”

one of the organisers said.

Tibetan Buddhists believe that after death, the consciousness takes at least 49
days to travel from one life to the next and conducting prayers during this period
can assist and guide the dead towards a good rebirth.

Sonam Dhargey, a 44-year-old farmer had set himself ablaze on March 17, trig-
gering what many believe the “largest” gathering of Tibetans in the Rongwo

region of eastern Tibet.

The father of three, succumbed to his burns at the site of the protest near the
Rongwo town centre, following which local Tibetans carried his body to Dolma
Square, the main ground in front of the Rongwo monastery.

As news spread of Sonam Dhargey’s fiery death, thousands of Tibetans from
all over the town as well as from nearby villages, including some 600 Tibetans

from Sonam’s village poured in to show their solidarity.

Since Tapey’s self-immolation in 2009, the Ngaba region, which hosts the Kirti

monastery, alone has witnessed 25 instances of fiery protests.

Testifying before the Tom Lantos Human Rights Commission on ‘Human
Rights in Tibet:
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Repression, Refugees, and Religious Freedom’ November last, Kirti Rinpoche,
Head Abbot of the Kirti Monastery said that his native monastery has been

turned into a “dreaded jail.”

“Within the barricaded monastery, the monks were divided into fifty-five
groups and over 800 government officials moved into the monastic compound,”

Rinpoche said in his testimony.

“Monks’ quarters are searched, all electronic devices have been confiscated,
holy-scriptures are cut into pieces by knives and monks are forced to stamp on
photos of His Holiness the Dalai LLama. About 100 monks were arrested en-

mass, tortured and interrogated.”

Jampel Yeshi

Age: 26

Occupation: Activist

Date of self-immolation: 26 March 2012
Place: Jantar Mantar, New Delhi, India

Current status: Deceased

The last message of Jampel Yeshi:

Tong Live His Holiness the Dalai Lama, who is the shining example of world peace. We
must strive to ensure the return of His Holiness to Tibet. I pray and believe that the Tibetan
people in and ontside Tibet will be nnited and sing the Tibetan national anthem in front of
the Potala Palace.

My fellow Tibetans, when we think about our future happiness and path, we need loyalty. It
is the life-soul of a peaple. It is the spirit to find truth. 1t is the guide leading to happiness. My
Sfellow Tibetans, if you want equality and bappiness as in the rest of the world, you must hold
Jfast to this word T.OYALTY" towards your country. Loyalty is the wisdom to know truth from
Jalsehood. You must work bard in all your endeavours, big or small.

Freedom is the basis of happiness for all living beings. Without freedom, six million Tibetans
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are like a butter lamp in the wind, moving without direction. My fellow Tibetans from the Three
Provinces, it is clear to us all that if we unitedly combine our strength, there will be results. So,
don’t be disheartened.

What I want to convey here is the concern of the six million Tibetans. At a time when we are
mafking our final move toward our goal — if you have money, it is the time to spend it; if you
are educated it is the time to produce results; if ‘you have control over your life, 1 think the day
has come to sacrifice your life. The fact that Tibetan people are setting themselves on fire in this
21 st century is to let the world know about their suffering, and to tell the world about the denial
of basic human rights. If you have any empathy, stand up for the Tibetan people.

We demand freedom to practice onr religion and culture. We demand freedom to use onr lan-
guage. We demand the same rights as other people living elsewbere in the world. People of the
world, stand up for Tibet. Tibet belongs to Tibetans. VVictory to Tibet!

(Translated from Tibetan by Bhuchung D. Sonam)

Jampa Yeshi, Tibetan Exile, Sets Self On Fire In Self-Immolation Anti-
China Protest
The Associated Press, 26 March 2012

NEW DELHI (AP) — A Tibetan exile lit himself on fire and ran shouting
through a demonstration in the Indian capital Monday, just before a visit by
China’s president and following dozens of self-immolations done in China in
protest of its rule over Tibet.

Indian police swept through the New Delhi protest a few hours later, detaining
scores of Tibetans.

The man apparently had doused himself with something highly flammable and
was engulfed in flames when he ran past the podium where speakers were criti-

cizing China and President Hu Jintao’s visit.
g

Fellow activists beat out the flames with Tibetan flags and poured water onto
him. He was on fire perhaps less than two minutes, but some of his clothing had
disintegrated and his skin was mottled with black, burned patches by the time he
was driven to a hospital.

About 30 such protests have occurred over the past year in ethnic Tibetan areas

of China, and a Tibetan self-immolated last year in India, where many exiles re-
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side. Beijing has blamed the Dalai Lama for inciting them and called the protest-

ers’ actions a form of terrorism.

Tibetans inside China and exiles say China’s crackdown on Tibetan regions is so
oppressive, those who choose such a horrific form of protest feel they have no
other way to express their beliefs.

Activists said the exile who self-immolated Monday is Jamphel Yeshi, 27, who
escaped from Tibet in 2006 and has been living in New Delhi for two years.

He was burned on 98 percent of his body and his condition is critical, according

to the Association of Tibetan Journalists.

Protesters initially prevented police from taking him to the hospital, but officers

eventually forcibly took him away.

While activists had been whispering Monday morning that something dramatic
was expected at the protest, organizers insisted they were not behind the self-

immolation.

“We have no idea how this happened, but we appreciate the courage,” said
Tenzing Norsang, an official with the Tibetan Youth Congress.

Hu is expected to arrive in India on Wednesday for a five-nation economic sum-

mit. Norsang called on the summit participants to discuss Tibet.

“If you care about peace you should raise the issue of Tibet,” he said. “Hu

Jintao is responsible for what is happening there.”

At the protest site, a large poster of Hu — with a bloody palm print over his

face — said: “Hu Jin Tao is unwelcome” at the summit.

More than 600 demonstrators marched across New Delhi to a plaza near the
Indian Parliament. Some carried posters saying “Tibet is burning” or “Tibet is
not part of China.”

“This is what China faces unless they give freedom to Tibet,” said Tenzin Dor-

jee, a young onlooker.

China says Tibet has always been part of its territory. Tibetans say the Himala-

yan region was virtually independent for centuries.

Many of the protesters who have self-immolated in China are Buddhist monks

or nuns, often in their teens or early 20s. They have done so while calling for
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the return to Tibet of the Dalai L.ama and to protest Chinese rule over their
homeland. Security forces have taken many away, and it’s unknown how many

survived.

The origin of this form of protest is unclear. Some activists see inspiration
from the Arab Spring protests, set off by a Tunisian fruit seller’s self-immolation.
Others see historical examples among Buddhist monks: those who protests Viet-

nam’s crackdowns in the 1960s and Chinese in the last imperial dynasty.

The economic summit Hu will be attending this week involves the leaders of
Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa, who form a grouping known as
BRICS.

Police in New Delhi were already bracing for protests by the tens of thousands
of Tibetan exiles who live in India. Security around the summit location has been
tightened, and roads leading to the hotel will be closed to the public a day ahead
of the meeting;

Rajan Bhagat, a spokesman for the Delhi police, did not know how long the
protesting Tibetans would be held, or how many had been taken into custody.

Tibetan protesters normally are held for anywhere from a few hours to one
day — often to stop them from further embarrassing Indian authorities during
Chinese visits — though detainees legally can be held for up to one week.

Tibetan Exiles Rally Around Delhi Self-Immolator
By Edward Wong, The New York Times, March 28, 2012

DHARAMSALA, India — By Tuesday afternoon, posters of the man in flames
were plastered along the narrow streets of this town adopted by Tibetan exiles.
Monks, merchants and tourists stared. In the early evening, more than 200 people
walked through the town center waving Tibetan flags and carrying banners that
proclaimed Jamphel Yeshi, who died on Wednesday, a martyr.

The shocking images of Mr. Yeshi’s self-immolation in New Delhi on Monday
have provided the Tibetan exile movement with a rallying point and an iconic
expression of the anger and frustration that Tibetans suffer over Chinese rule.
At least 29 Tibetans have set themselves on fire in Tibetan areas of China since
March 2011, and many have died. But Chinese security forces have clamped

down across the plateau, so only a handful of the self-immolations have been
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recorded and transmitted, and only in grainy cellphone photographs or video.

Mr. Yeshi burned himself in front of hundreds of people, during a protest
largely by Tibetans before a visit by President Hu Jintao of China, who was
scheduled to arrive in New Delhi Wednesday afternoon to attend an economic
summit. Mr. Yeshi was taken to a hospital with burns over 98 percent of his body,
and word of the self-immolation spread quickly through Dharamsala, a hill sta-
tion in northern India that is the home of the Dalai Lama, the spiritual leader of

the Tibetans, and the government-in-exile.

On Tuesday, images of Mr. Yeshi proliferated on walls here. One gruesome
poster showed his ravaged body in the hospital. A cousin, Sonam Wangyal, vis-
ited him before his death and mourned his terrible injuries, The Associated Press
reported. But he also said: “We are fighting for freedom. The world should know
this.”

Details about Mr. Yeshi’s life emerged. Many initial reports that were largely
based on Indian police accounts said his first name was Jampa and gave his age as
26, but Tibetan organizations here said with certainty that he was Jamphel Yeshi,
27. Fellow exiles said he was from the Ganzi area in the eastern Tibetan region of
Kham, which now lies in China’s Sichuan Province. He left in 2006 and made his
way to Dharamsala, where he attended a school that educates refugees in Tibetan
history, culture and language. Mr. Yeshi then settled in New Delhi, where he was

unemployed and lived with his cousin.

“He self-immolated for the cause of Tibet,” said Tenzing Namdak, 36, a man
in jeans and a tan jacket walking at the back of the march on Tuesday. “All the
Tibetans have tried so many ways to get attention, and somebody had to take
the lead.”

The crowd that strode through upper Dharamsala, officially called McLeod
Ganj, pumped fists in the air and chanted slogans: “What do we want? Free-
dom!” “United Nations, please support us.” “Stop the killing.” The march was
organized by the Gu Chu Sum Movement of Tibet, which calls itself an associa-

tion of former political prisonets.

Marchers said they wanted to express support for Mr. Yeshi and opposition to
Mr. Hu, who was to attend a meeting of the leaders of Brazil, India, Russia and
South Africa in New Delhi on Wednesday and Thursday. Black posters put up
days ago throughout town showed Mr. Hu’s unsmiling face with a bloody hand-
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print over it, and called for people to attend the rally in New Delhi on Monday.
Many Tibetans had taken a 12-hour bus ride from Dharamsala to take part in that
protest, which drew about 600 people, Mr. Yeshi among them.

China blames the self-immolations on the Dalai Lama. On Tuesday, a Foreign
Ministry spokesman said that the Dalai Llama and his associates had “single-
handedly” planned Mr. Yeshi’s act.

The images of Mr. Yeshi on fire electrified not only Tibetan exiles here in India
but also those around the world. Within hours, the pictures had been posted on
blogs and social-networking Web sites. “It was all over Facebook today; everyone
was talking about it,” said one young man working for a research organization in
Dharamsala who spoke on the condition of anonymity because he feared Chi-

nese retribution against his family members in Tibet.

As twilight settled over the hills here on Tuesday, the march wound through the
marketplace, along hillsides and past the Dalai L.ama’s temple. At 6:50, people
walked into a courtyard and listened to the organizers give speeches denouncing

the Chinese occupation, which has lasted for decades.

“We sympathize with Jamphel Yeshi’s self-immolation,” said a Tibetan monk,
Lobsang, 32, who had traveled from Nepal. “He offered himself for the freedom

of six million Tibetans.”

A couple of Indian police officers watched from the side. One by one, people in
the crowd lit candles for Mr. Yeshi. Two lines of prayer flags fluttered overhead.

bttp:/ | www.indianescpress.com/ news/ ahead-of-brics-meet-tibetan-makes-selfimmolation-bid/ 928710/

Ahead of BRICS meet, Tibetan makes self-immolation bid
Express news service, New Delhi, Mar 26 2012

Two days before Chinese President Hu Jintao’s scheduled arrival in Delhi for
the BRICS summit, a 27-year-old Tibetan activist, Jamphel Yeshi, attempted self-
immolation during a protest at Jantar Mantar on Monday.

Yeshi, who suffered 95 per cent burns, is undergoing treatment at the Ram
Manohar Lohia Hospital.

Yeshi reportedly fled Tibet in 2006, and had been living at the Tibetan settle-



ment — Majnu ka Tila — in the Capital for the last three years.

“I spoke to him after he was hospitalised. He said his father had died and his
mother was still in Tibet. His cousins told me he often spoke of self-immola-

tion,” said Tsewang Dolma, an activist from Nepal.

According to the police, they received a call about the incident at 12:39 pm. “We
are trying to ascertain the sequence of events. No arrests have been made so far
though about 300 people were detained,” said a police officer. A case has been
registered against the youth for attempted suicide.

Meanwhile, Tibetan Youth Congress activists said their protests would continue.

bitp:/ | wwm.phaynl.com/ news/ article.aspx?id=31150>+=1

24 hours after self-immolation, Jamphel Yeshi breathing but barely
Phaynl, Tuesday, March 27, 2012

New Delhi, March 27: Jamphel Yeshi continues to be in a critical condition,
almost 24 hours after he set himself on fire in New Delhi at a massive gathering
of Tibetans demanding international intervention in the crisis inside Tibet.

In a late night development, doctors at the Ram Manohar Lohia hospital in the
Indian capital suggested an immediate operation on Jamphel Yeshi to ease his
breathing;

“The doctors suggested an immediate operation to clear his trachea as it had
swollen badly from infection,” Tenzin Choekyi, general secretary of the Tibetan
Youth Congtess, said in a release from inside the hospital.

After a brief surgery that lasted about 45 minutes, Jamphel Yeshi is now able to
breathe 90 per cent on his own.

“This does not have an affect on his general condition which is still very critical,
but the fact that he is able to breathe has brought him a certain level of comfort,”
Choekyi said.

With Chinese President Hu Jintao scheduled to arrive late tonight in New Delhi
to attend the 4th Brics summit, observers believe that doctors and the Indian

administration will carry out full measures not to further deteriorate the situation.
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The Dharamshala based Tibetan Parliament-in-Exile in a release yesterday said
that Jamphel Yeshi’s self-immolation is an act of solidarity by the Tibetans in
exile with the ongoing wave of self-immolations and protests against the Chinese

regime by Tibetans inside Tibet.

“Jamphel Yeshi’s self-immolation is in solidarity with the martyrs of Tibet and
is an expression of the genuine aspirations of all Tibetans living and dead,” the
release said. “His self-immolation calls for a change in the repressive policies of
the Chinese government and also makes an urgent appeal of support from the

United Nations and freedom and democracy loving countries in the world.”

30 Tibetans have self-immolated inside Tibet since 2009 demanding the return
of the exiled Tibetan spiritual leader His Holiness the Dalai Lama and freedom
in Tibet.

hitp:/ | www.globalpost.com/ dispatch/ news/ regions/ asia-pacific/ india/ 120329/ jamphel-
_yeshi-self-immolating-tibetan-left-letter-de

Jamphel Yeshi, self-immolating Tibetan, left letter before death: activists
By Kristin Deasy, Global Post, March 29 2012

Activists today say Jamphel Yeshi, the Tibetan activist who set himself on fire
to protest a visit by Chinese President Hu Jintao, left a letter urging the world to
“stand for Tibet” before dying from his burns at an Indian hospital earlier this

week, the Associated Press reported.

The letter called for “loyalty” amongst Tibetans, saying “if we unitedly put our
strength together, there will be [a] result,” so “If you have money, it is the time to
spend it; If you are educated it is the time to produce results; If you have control
over your life, I think the day has come to sacrifice your life.”

Nearly 30 Tibetans have died in protests against Chinese dominance by self-
immolating in the last 13 months, said The Guardian, a practice that is also on the
rise in India, according to the Economist. Activists say they have no other way to

draw attention to their plight.

Indian police are therefore stepping up security measures ahead of Hu’s arrival
today in New Delhi for the BRICS summit of emerging nations, where he will be

joined by leaders from Brazil, Russia, India and South Africa, said the Guardian.
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Hundreds of Tibetans have been arrested since the 23-year-old Tibetan exile
set himself alight and ran through a large protest against Hu’s visit outside the
Indian parliament on Monday, according to The Telegraph.

“The fact that Tibetan people are setting themselves on fire in this 21st century
is to let the world know about their suffering,” stated Yeshi’s letter, which was
translated by activists and released on the website Burning Tibet. “People of the
wortld, stand up for Tibet.”

The letter could not be independently confirmed; AP cited activists saying it
was found in Yeshi’s apartment about 10 days ago.

A number of ethnic Tibetans have taken refuge in India following their unsuc-

cessful 1959 revolt against Chinese rule.

Meanwhile, China on Wednesday denounced as meddling a recent US Senate
resolution demanding that China end its “repressive policies targeting Tibetans,”

according to The Economic Times of India.

Some in Tibet push for total independence from China, and their exiled spiri-
tual leader, the Dalai Lama, has spoken out against perceieved moves by Bejing
to weaken their cultural identity, reported CNN.

China denies any discrimination against Tibetans.

hitp:/ | wwmwgnardian.co.nk/ world/ 2012 mar/ 26 | what-drives-tibetan-self-inmolate

What drives Tibetan protesters to self-immolate?
By Jason Burke, The Guardian, 26 March 2012

Jamphel Yeshi, the 27-year-old now close to death in an Indian hospital after
seetting himself on fire in Delhi, is in many ways typical of the 30 or so Tibetans

who have over the past 13 months committed self-immolation.

Like many of them, he is in his 20s and comes from the eastern parts of the his-
torical area of Tibet, outside the current “Tibetan Autonomous Region”. But un-

like most of them, he is a layman, not a monk or nun, and he was already in exile.

Three other recent cases offer further insights into those committing self-im-
molation, but there is no single profile to unite them: Tsering Kyi was a 20-year-

old school student of nomad origins from a small village near the town of Machu
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in Gansu province. Jamyang Palden was a 34-year-old monk at the monastery in
Rebkong or Tongren county, also in the eastern Tibetan zone. Sonam Dhargyal
was a 44-year-old farmer from Rebkong. Each of them followed their own path
to self-immolation.

Kyi and Palden are described by relatives and friends as bright, confident and
outgoing, Palden was hearty and funny, according to friends, as well as being a big
fan of traditional wrestling. Kyi too was described as popular and lively.

Dhargyal in contrast comes across as more troubled. Taciturn and withdrawn,
he was a deeply religious “man of few words”, according to a teacher near Dhara-

masala who knew him well.

Dhargyal was “far from rich”, one acquaintance said, and struggled to provide

for a disabled 18-year-old son and a seriously ill wife.

As with others who become involved in extreme acts of political or religious
violence, searching for personal traits or clues in their lifestyle to explain their
actions may be the wrong approach.Mapping the places where the incidents have
occurred — almost all within a short distance from the self-immolators’ homes —
may be more helpful.

What then becomes clear is how these events have largely clustered in a few

specific areas.

This can in part be attributed to environmental factors such as where repression
by the authorities has been particularly acute and also where a marginally more
permissive regime allows freer access to the internet and thus higher levels of

awareness of protest elsewhere.

Zones where nomad populations have been resettled in urban centres in large
numbers also feature strongly, as do places where there have been newly intensi-

fied attempts to regulate religious and cultural life.

But the most significant factor may at first glance be harder to perceive. Tsering
Kyi was at a specific school which had become a key centre of unrest. Jamphel
Yeshi was living in the highly politicised exile community in Delhi and was a

committed activist.

The monastery which was home to Palden is also a major centre of protest and
has been for decades. It is closely linked to the Kirti monastery which alone has
been the largest single source of the self-immolators.
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Dhargyal lived close to Palden’s monastery and may even have been a friend of
the monk. As those studying other forms of extremist spectacular violence have
found, such acts are part of a culture that becomes established in a given institu-

tion or community, often on a very small scale.

A momentum is generated leading to the spread of that particular form of
behaviour, encouraged by the support of peers, elders and others. The local reac-
tion to each death, rather than the international reaction, either encourages or

discourages others.

Endorsement and example flows through social networks. For the moment, the
self-immolators are seen as tragic but admirable martyrs worthy of the pride of
their friends and family. There are likely to be many more of them.

http:/ | in.renters.com/ article/ 2012/ 03/ 28 | india-china-tibet-delhi-self-immolation-idIN-
DEES2?R06720120328

Tibetan man dies from self-immolation in New Delhi
Rueters, 28 March 2012

(Reuters) - A Tibetan man died on Wednesday after setting himself on fire
eatlier this week in New Delhi to protest Chinese rule of the Himalayan region,
activists said, hours before Chinese President Hu Jintao’s arrival in India for a

summit of emerging market nations.

Thirty Tibetans, mostly Buddhist monks and nuns, have set themselves on
fire, mostly in southwestern China, in the past year, according to Tibetan rights
groups. At least 20 have died.

Jamphel Yeshi, 27, set himself ablaze on Monday at a protest criticizing Presi-
dent Hu’s visit. He died in a local hospital from his injuries, the general secretary
of the Tibetan Youth Congress said in a statement.

“The fact that Tibetan people are setting themselves on fire in this 21st century
is to let the world know about their suffering,” Yeshi wrote in a handwritten

statement found in his room.

Pictures taken by a Reuters photographer showed the activist running down a
street enveloped in flames on Monday. He suffered burn injuries across 98 per-
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cent of his body.

Born in Tibet but living in exile in India, Yeshi was an activist with the youth or-
ganization, which seeks independence for the Himalayan region, under Chinese

rule for more than six decades.

Hu arrived in Delhi on Wednesday afternoon to take part in a one day summit
between Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa -- known collectively as
BRICS.

Indian police have arrested a number of Tibetans in recent days, activists say, in
an apparent bid to prevent protests marring Hu'’s visit.

India hosts large community of Tibetans - including exiled spiritual leader
the Dalai Lama - one of the main sources of friction with neighbouring China,

which accuses the Dalai Lama of stirring unrest.

hitp:/ | www.hindustantimes.com/ India-news/ HimachalPradesh/ Jamphel-Yeshi-to-be-given-
martyr-s-funeral| Article1-832677.aspx

Jamphel Yeshi to be given martyr’s funeral
By Naresh Kumar, Hindustan Times, Dharamsala, March 29, 2012

Jamphel Yeshi- who self immolated himself on March 26 in Delhi protesting
against the visit of China president to India would be given a martyr funeral in
Dharamsala after officials of Central Tibetan Associatio (CTA) and common

Tibetans pay homage to him.
Tibetan Youth Congress

(TYC) activists who are bringing Yeshi’s body to Dharamsala would be arriving

at Dharamsala on Friday morning.

“Martyr Jamphel Yeshi’s body would be kept in Tsuglakhang Temple where
people from Tibetan community and CTA officials would pay tribute to the
brave son of Tibet,” said an CTA official.

Meanwhile, a special prayer session organized by TYC to express solidarity with
those who made their supreme sacrifice for Tibetan freedom movement would

be held at Tsugalkhang Temple.
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The prayer session would be attended by CTA officials, cabinet ministers of
Tibetan government in exile and common people. However, sources told that
Tibetan Spiritual leader, the Dalai Lama would not attend the prayer session
while Tibetan prime minister in exile, Lobsang Sangay who is in Delhi would
also be absent.

Vice-President, TYC, Dhondup Lhadar, said Jamphel Yeshi’s sacrifice will be

written in golden letters in the annals of Tibetan freedom struggle.

“He will live on to inspire and encourage the future generations of Tibetans.
The brilliant radiance of his fire will dispel the darkness of China’s illegal occupa-
tion of Tibet and regenerate the spitit of Tibetan independence,” said Lhadar.

Lhadar told Thupten Ngodup was the first known Tibetan to have self-immo-
lated in Tibetan freedom struggle during an indefinite hunger strike organised by
TYC in New Delhi in 1998.

“In Tibet, since Martyr Tapey’s self-immolation in 2009, 30 Tibetans have set
their bodies on fire demanding the return of His Holiness the Dalai L.ama and
freedom for Tibet. Pawo Jamphel Yeshi’s self-immolation marks a milestone in
our freedom struggle where Tibetans inside and outside of Tibet stand ever
united in our fights against the Chinese occupying forces,” Lhadar said.

Informing about the life of Yeshi, Lhadar said Born in Kham Tawu, Martyr
Jamphel Yeshi escaped to India in 2006 and studied at the Tibetan Transit School
in Dharamshala for nearly three and a half years.

“Martyr Jamphel Yeshi has been living in Delhi for the last two years and has
actively participated in many of the political activities organised by the TYC and
other organizations,” Lhadar said.

With full stately honour, TYC will carry the body of Pawo Jamphel Yeshi to the
Tibetan exile headquarters of Dharamshala and hold a grand funeral deserving
of a martyr.

Dharamsala police beefed up security in Mcleodgan;

Meanwhile, Dharamsala police has beefed up security in the Mcleodganj town-
the headquarter of Tibetan Government in Exile to avoid any untoward incident

during the Jampehel Yeshi’s funeral.

“We are keeping a close vigil on the activities of Tibetan people as the issue is
very sensitive. Some plain cloth police personnel have been deployed in Mcleod-
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ganj who will be reporting each and every thing happening in the town to the po-
lice administration,” said Additional Superintendent of Police, Kangra G Shiva
Kumar.

He said extra force has been summoned from battalion and would be deployed

in Mcleodganj to avoid any problematic incident.

http:/ | www.telegraph.co.uk/ news/ worldnews/ asia/ tibet/ 917296 3 | Tibetan-protester-who-
burned-himself-alive-left-letter-calling-for-freedom. html

Tibetan protester who burned himself alive left letter calling for freedom
The Telegraph, 29 Mar 2012

Police have taken hundreds of Tibetans into custody since Monday’s self-im-
molation of Jamphel Yeshi, 27, and have effectively closed off New Delhi’s Ti-
betan neighbourhoods, fearing embarrassing protests during the visit by China’s
President Hu Jintao.

At least three more Tibetans were taken away by police on Wednesday, activists
said. Police confirmed there had been additional people detained, but refused to

say how many.

The Tibetans are expected to be released after Hu leaves New Delhi on Friday.
He is in the city for the BRICS summit with India, Russia, Brazil and South
Africa.

In the letter, Yeshi urged his fellow Tibetans to fight for their rights.

“At a time when we are making our final move toward our goal: If you have
money, it is the time to spend it; If you are educated it is the time to produce
results; If you have control over your life, I think the day has come to sacrifice

your life,” wrote Yeshi, who died of his burns on Wednesday.

The letter was released by activists and translated on the website Burning Tibet.
The letter’s authenticity could not be independently confirmed.

“The fact that Tibetan people are setting themselves on fire in this 21st century
is to let the world know about their suffering,” the letter stated. “People of the
world, stand up for Tibet.”

Hundreds of police are manning barricades along roads throughout the city,
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some carrying blankets soaked in water to quickly smother the flames of any

protesters who try to set themselves alight.

About 30 people have set themselves on fire over the past year in ethnic Tibetan

areas of China in protest Beijing’s heavy-handed rule in the region.

Beijing has blamed the Tibetan Buddhist spiritual leader the Dalai Lama, who
has lived in exile in India for decades, for inciting the self-immolations, and has

called the protesters’ actions a form of terrorism.

Lobsang Sherab

Age: 20

Occupation: Monk

Date of self-immolation: 28 March 2012

Place: Cha town, Ngaba, Amdo,
Northeastern Tibet

Current status: Deceased

Another Tibetan Monk Dies in Self-Immolation
1VOA News, March 27,2012

Another Tibetan monk has died after setting himself on fire in an anti-China
protest, a day after some U.S. senators approved a resolution saying they mourn
the Tibetans who have died in such self-immolations.

VOA’s Tibetan service reports a 20-year-old monk named Lobsang Sherab set
himself on fire Wednesday in the main street of Cha township in southwestern
China’s Sichuan province. The report says armed police and other security forces
forcibly removed the body and imposed a security clampdown on the township.

Sherab was a member of the Kirti monastery, where anti-China sentiment runs
high. Some 300 Chinese officials are reported stationed at the monastery, and

security is high throughout the area.
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Wednesday’s death was the 20th in the past year among Tibetan monks, nuns,
and supporters protesting Chinese policy in the Tibetan region. At least 10 others
have set themselves on fire without dying in the attempt.

China routinely refers to the protesters as trained “terrorists” and accuses the
Dalai LLama of orchestrating the protests from his exile home in northern India.
Beijing also argues it has provided substantial funding to upgrade Tibetan infra-

structure and improve living conditions in Tibetan regions.

On Wednesday, Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Hong Lei responded to
the U.S. Senate resolution, saying some U.S. Senators “confused right and wrong”
in approving it in the Senate Foreign Relations Committee. The U.S. resolution
says the committee deplores “the repressive policies targeting Tibetans” and urg-
es Beijing to “resume a dialogue with Tibetan Buddhist leaders, including (Tibet-
an exiled spiritual leader) the Dalai Lama.”

The Chinese spokesman said Beijing remains “committed to protecting both
the legitimate rights of people of all nationalities and their freedom of religious
belief.”” Hong also repeated accusations that “some” U.S. lawmakers are using
Tibet-related issues to interfere in China’s internal affairs.

The Tibet resolution does not carry the weight of law and does not provide
penalties for non-compliance. But it urges U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton
to seck a full accounting from Beijing on its ongoing crackdown, particularly at
the flashpoint Kirti monastery.

hitp:/ | www.unhcr.org/ refiworld/ topicA63af2212,46 7 bedb82,4f7¢5a7 be,0,,,. himl

Tibet: Kirti monk self-immolates, dies
RFA, 28 March 2012

A Tibetan monk from a restive monastery in China’s Sichuan province set him-
self on fire and died Wednesday in protest against Chinese rule, exile sources

said, quoting local contacts.

Twenty-year-old Lobsang Sherab shouted slogans to highlight Beijing’s “dis-
criminatory” policies on Tibetans as he self-immolated in Cha township in the
Ngaba (in Chinese, Aba) Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture, India-based exiled
Tibetan monk Kanyag Tsering told RFA.
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“The self-immolation occurred at 7.10 p.m. along the main road in the town-
ship,” he said. “The exact words he uttered as he burned were not immediately
clear, but what was clear was that Sherab was protesting against the ruthless

policies imposed by the Chinese authorities.”

“He died on the spot,” Tsering said. “The Tibetans who were in the area tried
to take his body away, but the Chinese security forces intervened, prevented them
from doing so, and took the body, much to the anger of the Tibetans.”

“The Chinese security forces also ordered shops at the township to close fol-

lowing the self-immolation, apparently as a precautionary move,” Tsering said.
Kirti
Sherab was from the Kirti monastery in Ngaba, from which hundreds of
monks were taken away by Chinese security forces after a monk from the in-

stitution self-immolated in March last year, triggering an unstoppable wave of

burning protests.

“Sherab went back to his Raruwa village in Ngaba county two days eatlier” ap-
parently to prepare himself for the self-immolation, Tsering said.

Sherab, who left behind his parents and three siblings, is the 31st Tibetan to
self-immolate since 2009 as Tibetans stepped up their protests against Beijing’s
rule and called for the return of Tibet’s exiled spiritual leader the Dalai Lama.

The protests resulted in a Chinese security clampdown in Sichuan and the other
Tibetan-populated provinces of Qinghai and Ganzi, as well as in the Tibet Au-

tonomous Region.

Sherab, whose father’s name was Sodon and mothet’s name was Nyima, first
joined the Genden Tenpel Ling monastery, a small institution with 31 monks,

when he was nine years old before graduating to the mammoth Kirti monastery.
Fatal

Meanwhile, a Tibetan died on Wednesday two days after setting himself on fire
in India — the second fatal self-immolation protest by a Tibetan living outside
China.

“We do recognize that his sacrifice will help in boosting the morale of other
Tibetans and contribute in repelling the dark clouds of Chinese occupation over

Tibet,” said Dhondup Lhadar, the vice-president of the Tibetan Youth Congtress
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The group said a grand funeral “deserving of a martyr” is being planned for
Jamphel Yeshi in the Tibetan exiled community’s headquarters of Dharamsala,
the northern Indian hilltown where Tibet’s spiritual leader the Dalai Lama in liv-

ing in exile.

“We have decided to take his body to Dharamsala, the seat of the Dalai Lama
and headquarters of the Tibetan exile government. All the necessary approval
was obtained from the authorities for us to move his body, and we are making all

the necessary arrangements,” Lhadar said.

Jamphel Yeshi poured fuel over himself, set himself ablaze, and ran screaming
down a road engulfed in flames in India’s capital New Delhi on Monday in pro-
test against a visit to India by China’s President Hu Jintao.

Hu is in New Delhi for the BRICS summit that includes India, Russia, Brazil,
and South Africa.

Photos showing Yeshi running in flames past other protesters have been carried
by newspapers and websites across the world, and Tibetans in the Indian capital
have vowed to step up protests and highlight the Tibetan cause during the sum-

mit on Thursday.

Another Tibetan, Thupten Ngodup, had self-immolated and died in India in
1998.

Yeshi lived in the Majnu Ka Tila refugee enclave in the north of the city, where
thousands of Tibetan exiles have been based for decades after fleeing from Chi-

na.
Call

The wave of self-immolations had prompted a call recently from well-known
Tibetan blogger Woeser and senior Tibetan religious leader Arjia Rinpoche to
end the fiery protests, saying that Tibetans opposed to Chinese rule should in-
stead “stay alive to struggle and push forward” their goals.

Lobsang Sangay, the head of Tibet’s exile government in Dharamsala, said that
while he strongly discouraged self-immolations, the “fault lies squarely with the

hardline leaders in Beijing.”

He accused Beijing of attempting over the last half-century “to annihilate the

Tibetan people and its culture.”
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The Chinese government however blamed the Dalai LLama for the self-immo-
lations, accusing the 76-year-old Buddhist leader and his followers of plotting to

create “turmoil” in Tibetan-inhabited areas.

http:/] | www.bikyamasr.com| 64325 [ tibetan-dies-in-latest-self-immolation-protest/

Tibetan dies in latest self-immolation protest
By Bill Smith, Bikyamasr, 29 March 2012

Beijing (dpa) — A Tibetan monk has died in the latest self-immolation protest
against the Chinese government in the south-western province of Sichuan, re-

ports said on Thursday.

Lobsang Sherab, 20, set fire to himself late Wednesday in Cha township, or

Chara in Tibetan, in Sichuan’s restive Aba, or Ngaba, area.

Sherab had returned to Cha on Monday from the Kirti monastery, where he was
a monk, L.ondon-based Free Tibet and US-based Radio Free Asia said.

He died immediately after his protest, the broadcaster quoted Kanyag Tsering,
an Indian-based exiled monk from Kirti, as saying.

“The Tibetans who were in the area tried to take his body away, but the Chinese
security forces intervened, prevented them from doing so, and took the body,
much to the anger of the Tibetans,” Tsering said.

“The Chinese security forces also ordered shops in the township to close fol-

lowing the self-immolation, apparently as a precautionary move,” he said.

Many of the 30 other self-immolations reported in Tibetan areas since 2009

occurred near Kirti monastery.

A Tibetan protester also died after setting fire to himself in New Delhi on Mon-
day ahead of a visit by Chinese President Hu Jintao, who is in India for a summit
of the BRICS group of Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa.

The Chinese government has tightened security in most Tibetan areas this year
after an escalation of the self-immolations and other protests, many of them by

monks.
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Tenpa Dhargye

Age: 22

Occupation: Monk

Date of self-immolation: 30 March 2012

Place: Barkham, Ngaba, Amdo,
Northeastern Tibet

Current status: Deceased

Cheme Palden

Age: 21

Occupation: Monk

Date of self-immolation: 30 March 2012

Place: Barkham, Ngaba, Amdo,
Northeastern Tibet

Current status: Deceased

Twin Self-immolation in Barkham County
TCHRD, 30 March 2012

Two Tibetan monks have set themselves on fire today at around 12.30 pm (Ti-
bet Time) at Barkham (Chinese: Maerkang) County, the capital of Ngaba (Chi-
nese: Aba) Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture (TAP) in Sichuan Province. Tenpa
Dhargyal and Chime Palden are monks at Gyalrong Tsodun Kirti Monastery in
Barkham County, according to sources. The monks set themselves on fire while

shouting slogans against the Chinese government.

Sources also told TCHRD that the two were alive when they were taken to the
hospital by the security officers. Some monks of Tsodun Kirti Monastery rushed
to the scene of the self-immolation in three vehicles. But they were stopped on

the way by the police who made them to return to their monastery.

There is no confirmed information about the condition and whereabouts of
Tenpa Dhargyal and Chime Palden.
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Both were born in Khotlachang village, Barkham County, Gyalrong Tsodun
Township, Ngaba TAP, Sichuan Province. Tenpa Dhargyal (aged 22) was born
in Leko Tsang houschold. He is the youngest of the four children of parents
Kalden and Paltso. He was a monk at Kirti Monastery (in Ngaba) from 2003 to
2009. Since 2009 he had studied at Tsodun Monastery.

Chime Palden (aged 21) was born in Yesti Tsang household. He is the son
of Rabgyal and Machik Tso. In 2009 he studied in Kirti Monastery for a few
months. In 2010, on his way to Lhasa, police officers found on his cell phone a
picture of His Holiness the Dalai L.ama, a Tibetan Flag and the ‘Unity’ song by
Tibetan singer Sherten for which he was detained in Lhasa for about a month.

Following the twin self-immolation, Barkham is now under lockdown with tight

security.

Tsodun Kirti Monastery has around 300 monks and is 82 kms away from
Barkham County.

bttp:/ | wwmw.asianews.it/ news-en/ Ngaba,-two-Tibetan-monks-set-themselves-on-fire.-The-
police-prevent-their-rescue-24394. btml

Ngaba, two Tibetan monks set themselves on fire. The police prevent
their rescue
Asia News, 30 March 2012

Lhasa (AsiaNews) - The self-immolation of the Tibetans for the return of the
Dalai Lama and the end of the Chinese occupation continue. Yesterday, two
young monks set themselves on fire in Barkham Ngaba county, eastern Tibet,
the Chinese province of Sichuan. They are Tenpa Dhargyal, 22, a native of the
village of Tsang Leko, and Chime Palden, 21, from the village Yesti Tsang. Both
have been in the monastery of Kirti to 80 km from the city since 2009.

As soon as news of the double sacrifice spread, some brothers rushed to
Barkham, but the Chinese police prevented them from entering the city, forcing
them to turn back. The two monks were still alive when they were taken away by
the authorities, but their place of detention, whether they have been cared for or
left to die is unknown. The police detained people who witnessed the episode.
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Following the self immolation, the authorities blockaded the city to avoid dem-
onstrations by the people.

On March 29, Lobsang Sherab also a Kirti monk, died after setting himself on
fire in the town of Chara (Ngaba County).

This year alone more than 24 Tibetans (at least 27 since 2009) have self immo-
lated, many of them young people. All of them did so in protest against the strict
control imposed by Beijing, which oversees the practice of worship, the opening
and closing of the monasteries, and to demand the return of the spiritual leader
of Tibetans. In contrast, the Dalai I.ama has always emphasized he is “not en-
couraging” these extreme forms of protest, but he has praised the “courage” of
those who make the ultimate gesture, the result of a “cultural genocide” is taking
place in Tibet at the hands of China. (N.C))

Tenpa Dhargyal Passes Away
TCHRD, Monday, 09 April 2012

The Tibetan monk who self-immolated along with another on 30 March 2012
in Barkham (Chinese: Maerkang) County passed away.

Tenpa Dhargyal and Chime Palden, both monks at Tsodun Kirti Monastery in
Ngaba Prefecture, set themselves on fire at Barkham County, the capital of Ng-
aba Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture (TAP), Sichuan Province.

22-yrs-old Tenpa Dhargyal passed away on 7 April 2012 at around 9:30 am
(Tibet Time) at a hospital in Ngaba area, sources said.

Chime Palden (aged 21) has reportedly died on 31 March, the next day of their

self-immolation. Chime was cremated immediately, at around 5 am.

Ignoring the request to hand over Tenpa’s body to his family and the monastery,
the Chinese authorities cremated the body at around 1 pm (Tibet Time). His
ashes were handed over at around 4 pm. When his ashes were carried to Tsodun
Kirti Monastery to perform the last rites and rituals for the deceased, officers of
the People’s Armed Police followed in three large vehicles.

The two monks were from Khorlachang village, Barkham County, Gyalrong
Tsodu Township in Ngaba TAP, Sichuan Province.
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Choepak Kyap

Age: 25

Occupation: Layperson

Date of self-immolation: 19 April 2012

Place: Jonang Dzamthang Gonchen Monastery,
Ngaba, Amdo, Northeastern Tibet

Current status: Deceased

Sonam

Age: 24

Occupation: Layperson

Date of self-immolation: 19 April 2012

Place: Jonang Dzamthang Gonchen Monastery,
Ngaba, Amdo, Northeastern Tibet

Current status: Deceased

The last message of Choepak Kyab and Sonam:

Tibetans are a people who bave a unigue culture and spiritual tradition. They are compassion-
ate and treat others with respect. However, after the Chinese occupation, Tibetans suffer without
basic human rights. It is for this reason, and in order for peace to prevail on earth, we offer onr
lives by setting ourselves on fire. The suffering of Tibetans without basic human rights is far

worse than the suffering that we endure when we set ourselves on fire.

Our cherished parents, family members and relatives, it is not that we do not have love and
affection towards you. With equanimity we have taken this decision to set ourselves on fire for
Tibet’s freedom, for the Buddba Dharma, for the happiness of all living beings and for world

Dpeace.

You must do as we have written — even if we are faken away by the Chinese. Do not do
anything; we will be happy if nobody gets harmed because of us. Do not be sad for us; listen to
scholars, lamas and kbenpos. If you want to be scholars then mafke sure to take the right path,
bave affection for your race and by learning about our culture, you must remain united. If you
do all this then onr wishes will be fulfilled. We earnestly hope that our wishes will be carried ont.

(Translated from Tibetan by Bhuchung D. Sonam)
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2 Tibetans set themselves on fire: group
The Indian Express, Beijing, April 21 2012

Two more Tibetans have set themselves on fire in a restive southwestern region
of China, a rights group said, the latest in a wave of such protests against Bei-
jing’s rule.

The incidents occurred Thursday in the Tibetan prefecture of Aba in a rugged

area of China’s Sichuan province, the London-based group Free Tibet said in a

statement.

It said the fate of the pair was not known, but a Tibetan Buddhist monk in the
area told AFP by phone that both had died.

Free Tibet said Chinese security forces were en route to the town of Barma,

where the incident took place in front of a Tibetan Buddhist monastery.

Local authorities either refused to comment when contacted by AFP or calls

went unanswered.

A total of 34 Tibetans, many of them Buddhist monks and nuns, are now re-
ported to have set themselves on fire since the start of 2011 in protest at what
they see as Chinese repression of their culture.

Many of them have reportedly died as a result of severe burns.

Free Tibet identified those involved in Thursday’s protest as Sonam and Cho-
ephak Kyap, saying they were laypeople in their 20s.

Local people took the pair away after the incident, it said, citing local sources.

A Tibetan monk at a monastery near where the incident occurred told AFP the
pair had died.

“Yes, they both died that night,” he said, but refused further comment.

China has imposed tight security on restive Tibetan regions since 2008, when
deadly rioting against Chinese rule broke out in Tibet’s capital Lhasa and spread

to neighbouring Tibetan-inhabited regions.
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Two Young Tibetans Self-Immolate in Ngaba
Tibet.net, April 20, 2012

DHARAMSHALA: Reports coming out of Tibet say two more Tibetans have

set themselves on fire yesterday in Zamthang in Ngaba, northeastern Tibet.

Choepak Kyab and Sonam, both in 20s, who belonged to nomadic herder fami-
lies, set themselves on fire close to a local government office in Barma township

near Jonang Gonchen Monastery in Zamthang,

Both of them reportedly died following the self-immolation. Local Tibetans
managed to prevent the paramilitary troops from taking away the bodies of the
two Tibetans. They then took away the bodies to the monastery to carry out
prayers. The situation in the area remains tense following the deployment of a
large number of military troops.

Earlier on 19 February this year, an 18-year-old Tibetan boy named Nangdrol
died of self-immolation in Zamthang, Nangdrol, who cared passionately about
Tibetan culture and language, used to urge his fellow Tibetans to be united and

to preserve their culture, language and religious identity.

On 26 January, a 20-year-old Tibetan named Ogyen died of gunshot wounds
after police opened on a crowd of Tibetans who were protesting against the de-
tention of Tharpa. Tharpa, who is a schoolmate of Nangdrol, was arrested for
pasting leaflets stating that the self-immolations were calls for freedom and the
return of His Holiness the Dalai I.ama to Tibet. He said the self-immolations

would continue until the Chinese authorities met these demands.

Since March 2009, 35 Tibetans in Tibet have so far set themselves on fire calling
for freedom and the return of His Holiness the Dalai L.ama to his homeland.

2 more Tibetans immolate themselves
The Hindustan Times, By Sutirtho Patranobis, 19 April 2012

Two Tibetan civilians set themselves afire in the Tibetan Autonomous Region
(TAR) in southwest China in the latest attempt at self-immolation as a mark of

protest to demand freedom, a rights group claimed on Thursday evening.
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A statement from the London-based Free Tibet claimed that two, Sonam and
Choephak Kyap, both in their 20s, self-immolated together in a town called Bar-
ma in TAR. The statement also said both were taken to a hospital and were said
to be critically injured. The government was yet to comment till late Thursday.

Free Tibet director Stephanie Brigden said in the statement: “Barma Township
has seen its fair share of trouble in the past months: Chinese state security forces
shot dead a young man called Urgen in January, and in February a teenager called
Nangdrol died after setting fire to self. All three self-immolations in Barma have
been by lay (civilians, not monks) people.”

The toll of Tibetans, monks and civilians, who have set themselves on fire,
has crossed the 30; many have died from the injuries. The Chinese government
maintains that the self-immolations are instigated by the Dalai Lama.

hitp:/ | www.rfa.org/ english/ news/ tibet/ burn-04192012082147. hin!

Two Tibetan Cousins Self-Immolate
RFEA, 19 April 2012

Two Tibetan cousins died after burning themselves Thursday in protest over
Chinese rule in a Tibetan-populated area of China’s southwestern Sichuan prov-

ince, according to exile sources.

They self-immolated in the afternoon near a monastery in Ngaba (in Chinese,
Aba) prefecture’s Dzamthang (Rangtang) county, said Tsangyang Gyatso, head
of the Jonang Buddhist Association in India’s Dharamsala hill town, where Ti-
bet’s spiritual leader, the Dalai Lama, lives in exile.

“Local Tibetans and monks tried to douse the flames and took the two to their
homes...,” he said, identifying the two as Choephak Kyab and Sonam. “But the
two died several hours later.”

Their bodies were taken to the Dzamthang Jonang monastery for funeral prayers

conducted by monks amid a clampdown by Chinese security forces, Gyatso said.

“Security forces in seven vehicles converged to the area,” he said, adding that
Tibetans living near the monastery had tried to provide immediate medical treat-
ment to Choephak Kyab and Sonam but the two succumbed to their burns.
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The burnings on Thursday came 20 days after the last reported Tibetan self-
immolation on March 30.

It brought to 35 the number of Tibetans who had burned themselves since
February 2009 to back demands for an end to Chinese rule and for the return
of the Dalai Lama to Tibet. Twenty-seven of them have died of severe burns.

Bloody protests

Dzamthang was among at least three Sichuan counties where bloody protests
occurred in January in which rights and exile groups believe at least six were
killed and 60 injured, some critically.

Aside from Sichuan, the burnings also triggered street protests in the other
Tibetan-populated provinces of Qinghai and Gansu as Tibetans questioned Chi-
nese policies which they say are discriminatory and have robbed them of their
rights.

Hundreds of monks have been detained from monasteries since March last
year. Chinese authorities have also jailed scores of Tibetan writers, artists, sing-
ers, and educators for asserting Tibetan national identity and civil rights, exile
sources said.

>, <<

The Dalai Lama last week blamed Beijing’s “totalitarian” and “untealistic” poli-
cies for the wave of self-immolations, saying the time has come for the Chinese

authorities to take a serious approach to resolving the Tibetan problem.

He called on the Chinese leadership to adopt a “holistic view” in resolving
the Tibetan crisis instead of a “self-centered” approach, backed by power and

wealth, to suppress the Tibetans.

Chinese authorities have labeled the self-immolators as terrorists, outcasts,
criminals, and mentally ill people, and have blamed the Dalai Lama for encourag-

ing the burnings which, they say, run contrary to Buddhist teachings.

Two Tibetans Self Immolate in Zamthang, Northeastern Tibet
The Tibet Post International, 19 April 2012

Dharamshala: - Two young men set themselves on fire on Thursday (Tibet time:
around 02.20pm) in northeastern Tibet, becoming the latest Tibetans to self-

immolate in protest against China’s colonial and brutal repression of Tibetans
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in Tibet.

These recent immolations have reportedly been protests against the Chinese
government’s repression of freedom of religion and cultural rights in Tibetan
areas. However, China accused His Holiness the Dalai Lama and his associates of
planning the 35 self-immolations in Tibet and another in India recently.

“Choephak Kyab, 20 years of age, and Sonam around 20 from Zamthang
county, Ngaba region, northeastern Tibet, self-immolated in protest of Chinese
oppression,” Tseyang Gyatso, currently based in Dharamshala told World News
Network.

“According to information from a source in Tibet, they haven’t been caught by
Chinese authorities, but, both of them were already dead after setting themselves
on fire on Thursday,” Tseyang further added.

Local Tibetans managed to prevent the paramilitary troops from removing the
bodies of the two Tibetans. They then took away the bodies to the monastery to
carry out prayers. The situation in the area remains tense following the deploy-

ment of alarge number of military troops, sources said.

Tibetans living in exile and hundreds of their supporters from abroad on Thurs-
day evening, April 19, held a mass candlelit vigil in Dharamshala to pay respect to
the two young Tibetans who died.

On April 2nd, His Holiness the Dalai L.ama said concerned people should ex-
amine the causes of the self-immolations. “I think this problem was not cre-
ated by... Tibetan Buddhist culture,” he told a Taiwanese news channel Next TV,
“which is very peaceful, very compassionate... This problem was started by to-
talitarian, blind policy. So the people who created that policy must think seriously
about these things.”

“In Tibet, they are doing it because there is no room for any form of protest -
hunger strikes, rallies, demonstrations. Anything you do, the Chinese authorities
will come and arrest you, put you behind bars, and sometimes you’ll get killed,”
Dr. Lobsang Sangay, the political leader of Central Administration told Next TV.

Since 2009, 35 Tibetans in Tibet have set themselves on fire calling for free-
dom and His Holiness the Dalai Lama’s return to his homeland. 25 of these
self-immolators have died, and others are either critically injured or their status

unknown.



Dorjee Tseten

Age: 19

Occupation: Chef

Date of self-immolation: 27 May 2012

Place of self-immolation: Jokhang, Lhasa, Tibet

Current status: Deceased

Dhargye

Age: 25

Occupation: Cashier at a restaurant

Date of self-immolation: 27 May 2012

Place of self-immolation: Jokhang, Lhasa, Tibet

Current status: unknown

Tibetan Capital Sees First Self-Immolations
By Eward Wong, The New York Times, May 28 2012

BEIJING — One man died and another was seriously injured when they set
themselves on fire outside Tibetan Buddhism’s holiest temple in the center of
Lhasa, the Tibetan capital, according to Xinhua, the Chinese state news agency. It
was the first time that such protests against Chinese rule have occurred in the city.

The self-immolations occurred on Sunday afternoon outside the Jokhang Tem-
ple during the holy month of Saga Dawa, when followers of Tibetan Buddhism
celebrate the birth, enlightenment and death of Buddha.

They were the most significant act of protest in Lhasa since an uprising in 2008

that was crushed by Chinese security forces.

The authorities stepped up security in Lhasa after the uprising, particularly in
the central market area known as the Barkhor. The Jokhang Temple, which is a

pilgrimage destination, is in the heart of the area.
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That two men set themselves on fire in Lhasa, far from the sites of eatlier self-
immolations in eastern Tibet and under tight security since 2008, underscores the
widening discontent over Chinese rule. At least 36 people in the Tibetan regions
of China have set themselves on fire since March 2011, when a monk named
Phuntsok from the Kirti Monastery set himself on fire in Ngaba, a town in a

Tibetan area of Sichuan Province.

Xinhua identified the two protesters on Sunday as Dargye, from Aba Coun-
ty, the Chinese name for Ngaba, and Tobgye Tseten, from Xiahe County, or
Labrang in Tibetan, the seat of the famous Labrang Monastery and a center of

protests against Chinese rule.

Both counties are in the region of eastern Tibet that is traditionally known
as Amdo and where the worlds of the ethnic Tibetans and ethnic Hans have
overlapped. The Han rule China, and many Tibetans resent Beijing’s policies in
Tibet and the Han who migrate into Tibetan regions for work and business op-

portunities.

Tseten died in the fire he set, Xinhua said, but Dargye survived. He was seri-

ously injured, the news agency said, but was in stable condition and able to talk.

Harriet Beaumont, a spokeswoman for the advocacy group Free Tibet, identi-
fied the man who died as Dorjee Tseten, 19, from Bhora in Labrang County. She
said the two men shouted three times outside the temple before setting them-
selves on fire, but it was not immediately clear what they said. Afterward, she said,

security officers began detaining Tibetans, especially those from Ngaba County.

A man who answered the telephone at the Yarlung Tsangpo Hotel in Lhasa said
security in the city had been tightened and additional security forces sent in. The
man, who gave his name as Mr. Liu, said it was unclear whether the new forces
were made up of regular police officers or were units of the People’s Armed
Police, a paramilitary force that is usually called out to quell riots and maintain

security in the restive ethnic regions of western China.

Robert J. Barnett, a scholar of modern Tibet at Columbia University, said a
Tibetan in Lhasa had told him the city was in a “boiling situation” after the self-

immolations.

“We’re now seeing self-immolations that seem to be political expressions that
are in sympathy with the core incidents that happened earlier,” Mr. Barnett said.
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“The Chinese officials are really worried,” he said, because the latest protests

seem to be “driven by an idea, a political goal.”

By contrast, he said, the earlier self-immolations in Ngaba were largely in reac-

tion to security clampdowns at the Kirti Monastery after the 2008 uprising,

Ngaba has been the center of the self-immolations, but Tibetans have now
set themselves on fire in areas across the vast Tibetan plateau. Most have been
members of the clergy. Before the self-immolations in Lhasa, there had been just
one such protest in the Tibet Autonomous Region, by a layman in the eastern

area known as Chamdo.

The self-immolations on Sunday were first reported by Radio Free Asia and
Voice of America, which have contact with Tibetans in western China. Voice of
America reported that the two men worked at a restaurant in Lhasa called Nyima
Ling. Radio Free Asia said the two were monks who were taken away in security

vehicles within 15 minutes of setting themselves on fire.

In March, President Hu Jintao of China told the Tibet delegates to the National
People’s Congress in Beijing that they must exert a “continuous effort in sustain-
ing social harmony and stability”” Official news reports say Chen Quanguo, the
current party chief of Tibet, repeated Mr. Hu’s words in public meetings and said
officials would “persist in the thought that stability overrides all.”

Tibetan men in ‘first self~immolations in Lhasa’
BBC, 28 May 2012

One of the men died and the other “survived with injuries”, Xinhua news agen-

cy said.

The self-immolations are thought to be the first in Lhasa and the second inside
Tibet.

But they follow a series of self-immolations, mostly involving monks and nuns,

in Tibetan areas outside Tibet.

“They were a continuation of the self-immolations in other Tibetan areas and
these acts were all aimed at separating Tibet from China,” Hao Peng, head of
the Communist Party’s Commission for Political and Legal Affairs in the Tibet

Autonomous Region, was quoted as saying.
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‘Not a trace’

The man who died was identified as Tobgye Tseten, from Gansu province in
China. The other man, named Dargye, survived and was able to talk, the Xinhua
report said.

An earlier Radio Free Asia (RFA) report had referred to the men as monks and
said that the incident took place outside the Jokhang Temple, a well-known des-
tination for pilgrims and tourists.

The Xinhua report said the self-immolations took place on a busy street near
the temple. Downtown Lhasa was crowded with people celebrating a Buddhist
festival, it added.

The two men were believed to have been among a group of youths who had
gathered to protest against Chinese rule, said the RFA report.

Police put out the flames “within minutes” of the self-immolations, Xinhua

said.

“Within 15 minutes, the area was cleaned and not a trace of the incident was left

at the site,” an eyewitness told RFA.

There have now been more than 30 self-immolations over the past year, primar-
ily among young Tibetan Buddhist monks and nuns. Most of them are believed
to have died.

Most of the incidents have taken place in Tibetan areas of Sichuan province in
southwest China.

Dargye was reportedly from Aba county in Sichuan province, said Xinhua.

Many of those who have set themselves on fire have been in Aba county.

The Kirti monastery in the area has been virtually locked down since a young
monk self-immolated and died in March 2011 - leading to mass protests.

Verifying these accounts is difficult, as foreign media are not allowed into the

area.

China’s leaders blame the Dalai LLama, the Tibetans’ exiled spiritual leader, for

inciting the self-immolations and encouraging separatism.

He rejects this, and both activist groups and the Tibetan government-in-exile

say the self-immolations are protests against tight Chinese control of the region
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and religious repression.

It is not clear whether this is an organised movement or simply individuals car-
rying out copy-cat acts of personal protest, reports the BBC’s Michael Bristow
in Beijing,

But it shows there is deep unhappiness, among at least some Tibetans, about

how China rules them, our correspondent says.

2 Tibetans set selves on fire outside Lhasa temple
The Associated Press, Beijing, May 28 2012

Two men engulfed themselves in towering flames outside a temple that is a pop-
ular tourist site in Lhasa, marking the first time a recent wave of self-immolations
to protest Chinese rule has reached the tightly guarded Tibetan capital.

The official Xinhua News Agency said one of the men died and the other was
hospitalized after they set themselves on fire Sunday outside the Jokhang Temple.
The report quoted a local Communist Party official as blaming the incident on

separatist forces.

Xinhua said the men were taken away by authorities within two minutes of set-

ting themselves on fire.

There have been at least 34 immolations since March of last year to draw at-
tention to China’s restrictions on Buddhism and to call for the return from exile
of the Tibetan spiritual leader, the Dalai Lama. Most have taken place in heavily
Tibetan areas of China, but only one had occurred in Tibet itself and none in

the capital.

Chinese authorities have confirmed some of the self-immolations over the past

year but not all.

Protests have become rare in remote Tibet and Lhasa in particular because
of tight police security that has blanketed the area since anti-government riots
erupted in Lhasa in 2008.

The latest incident occurred in the open-air Barkhor market near the temple in

the centre of Lhasa, an area popular with Tibetans and tourists alike.

Radio Free Asia reported Monday that Lhasa was under heavy police and para-

military guard following the immolations and that the situation was very tense.
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Xinhua said the immolations were handled quickly and order restored. It also
quoted a senior official with the regional communist government as saying it was

a separatist incident.

“They wete a continuation of the self-immolations in other Tibetan areas and
these acts were all aimed at separating Tibet from China,” Xinhua quoted Hao
Peng, secretary of the Commission for Political and Legal Affairs of the CPC

Tibet Committee, as saying in a statement Sunday.

Xinhua identified the Tibetan who died as Tobgye Tseten from Xiahe county
in Gansu province and the other man as Dargye, a Tibetan from Aba county in

Sichuan province.

Most of the recent immolations have taken place in Aba, home to Kirti monas-
tery, which has seen numerous protests against the Chinese government over the
past several years. Xiahe is home to the large and influential Labrang monastery
and the Tibetan community there has had sporadic clashes with local authorities.

Xinhua said Dargye was in stable condition and able to speak.

US-funded radio broadcaster Voice of America said the two men worked at a
Lhasa restaurant called Nyima Ling,. It identified one of the men as 19-year-old
Dorjee Tseten but was unable to give the name or age of the other.

China says Tibet has always been part of its territory, but many Tibetans say the
Himalayan region was virtually independent for centuries until Chinese troops
invaded in the 1950s.

Beijing blames the exiled Tibetan spititual leader, the Dalai L.ama, for fanning
anti-government sentiment and routinely purges monasteries and nunneries,

where support for the Dalai Lama and Tibetan independence runs high.

Two Tibetans self-immolate in Lhasa: is protest spreading?
By John Ruwitch, Rexters, May 28, 2012

SHANGHAI, CHINA: Two Tibetans set themselves on fire outside a Buddhist
temple in Lhasa, the first of a series of self-immolation protests against Chinese
rule over Tibet to take place in the regional capital, The broadcaster said the two
Tibetans were taken away by security forces who quickly cleared the area where
the immolations took place on Sunday in front of the Jokhang Temple, a key
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pilgrimage site and tourist destination in the heart of Lhasa.

The city was “filled with police and paramilitary forces and the situation is
very tense” in the wake of the self-immolations, the US government-sponsored

broadcaster quoted an unidentified source in Lhasa as saying,

At least 34 Tibetans have set themselves on fire since March 2011 in protest
against China’s six-decade rule over Tibet, according to Tibetan rights groups.
At least 24 have died.

Beijing has branded the self-immolators “terrorists” and criminals and has
blamed exiled Tibetans and the exiled Tibetan spiritual leader, the Dalai Lama,

for inciting them.

China brands the Dalai Tama, who fled into exile in India in 1959 after an
abortive uprising against Chinese rule, as a separatist. The Dalai LLama says he is

merely seeking more autonomy for his Himalayan homeland.

Telephone calls to the Tibet Autonomous Region and Lhasa municipal govern-

ments were not answered.

Robbie Barnett, a Tibet expert at Columbia University in New York, said he
had heard reports of the self-immolations from people in Lhasa, with a person
describing the city as “boiling.

“For the Chinese authorities, it has very serious implications and suggests that
the movement is spreading among Tibetans,” Mr. Barnett told Reuters. “It could

lead to an increased severity of restrictions and controls.”

Voice of America, another US-backed radio station, reported online that the

two Tibetans who set themselves on fite were restaurant workers, not monks.

Only one other self-immolation had been reported in the Tibet Autonomous
Region, a province-level administrative area under the central government. The
rest occurred in Tibetan-populated areas of other provinces in southwestern
China.

The Chinese term for the Jokhang Temple was blocked on Monday on the
popular microblogging site Sina Weibo.
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Tibetan Buddhist monks self-immolate in Lhasa
The Global Post News Desk, May 28, 2012

Two Tibetan Buddhist monks have set themselves on fite in Lhasa, the first

reported self-immolations in the capital of China’s Tibet Autonomous Region.

US-based broadcaster Radio Free Asia said in a statement that the monks set
themselves on fire on Sunday outside the Jokhang temple, a renowned center for

Buddhist pilgrimage in Lhasa.

The temple has been under heavy security since deadly riots broke out in 2008.
The self-immolators were believed to be among Tibetan youths gathered to pro-

test against Chinese rule outside the temple.

They were taken away by authorities within minutes of setting themselves on
fire, according to RFA, and had reportedly died.

“The security forces arrived immediately and put out the fire and all the tour-

ists in the area were cordoned off from the site,” a witness told the broadcaster.

“Within 15 minutes, the area was cleaned and not a trace of the incident was
left.”

Radio Free Asia quoted a source as saying the situation in Lhasa was now “very

tense” and the city was filled with police and paramilitary forces.

One Lhasa resident contacted by Agence France-Presse on Monday reported
an increased police presence in the city, adding officers were carrying out identity
checks in the street and the mobile signal was blocked.

However, security authorities in Lhasa contacted by telephone refused to com-

ment on the incident.

The Associated Press wrote that there had been at least 34 self-immolations
since March of last year, most of them in heavily Tibetan areas of China, aimed

at drawing attention to China’s restrictions on Buddhism.
Only one self-immolation had occurred in Tibet itself and none in the capital.

In past instances, the protesters have called for the return from exile of their
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spiritual leader, the Dalai LLama, and for freedom or greater freedoms for Tibet.

Voice of America reported that the two men worked at a Lhasa restaurant
called Nyima Ling, It identified one of the men as 19-year-old Dorjee Tseten but
was unable to give the name or age of the other.

The two self immolators were reportedly shouting slogans as they were en-
gulfed in flames although it is not clear exactly what they were saying.

bttp:] | www.buffingtonpost.com/ 2012/ 05/ 28 tibetans-self-immolate_n_1550285. himl

Tibetans Self-Immolate Outside Lhasa Temple
By Alexa Olesen, Huffington Post, 28 May 2012

BEIJING -- Two men engulfed themselves in a burst of flames outside a Bud-
dhist temple popular with tourists and pilgrims in Lhasa, marking the first time
a recent wave of self-immolations to protest Chinese rule has reached the tightly

guarded Tibetan capital.

One man died and the other was hospitalized after they set themselves on fire
Sunday outside the Jokhang Temple, the official Xinhua News Agency said. The
report quoted a local Communist Party official as blaming separatist forces, an

accusation it often makes against Tibetan exiles who support the Dalai L.ama.

Xinhua said the two men were taken away by authorities within two minutes of

setting themselves on fire.

Protests have become rare in remote Tibet and Lhasa in particular because
of tight police security that has blanketed the area since anti-government riots
erupted in Lhasa in 2008.

There have been at least 34 immolations since March of last year to draw at-
tention to China’s restrictions on Buddhism and to call for the return from exile
of the Tibetan spiritual leader, the Dalai Lama. Most have taken place in heavily
Tibetan areas of China, but only one had occurred in Tibet itself and none in
the capital.

Chinese authorities have confirmed some of the self-immolations over the past

year but not all.

The twin immolations in the heart of the Tibetan capital are certain to embar-
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rass the region’s communist leadership, who have pledged to prioritize social
stability and ethnic unity. That mandate is especially pressing this year as China
prepares for a once-a-decade leadership transition in the fall and doesn’t want the

occasion undermined.

The immolations are also likely to prompt tough, new restrictions on Tibetan

social gatherings and religious activities in Lhasa, as they have elsewhere.

Radio Free Asia reported Monday that Lhasa was under heavy police and para-
military guard following the immolations and that the situation was very tense.

Two foreigners working in the Lhasa tourism industry reached Monday de-

clined to comment on the situation, citing the sensitivity of the issue.

The self-immolations occurred in the open-air Barkhor market near the temple
in the center of Lhasa, an area popular with Tibetans and tourists alike.

Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Liu Weimin said Monday that “inciting
such deaths will win no hearts. The political motive behind (the immolations)

will never be successful.”

Beijing has called the protesters’ actions a form of terrorism. The Dalai Lama
has blamed China’s harsh repression on Tibetan spiritual life and empathized

with the protesters.

In a statement from its Indian headquarters, the self-declared Tibetan govern-
ment-in-exile said it was “seriously concerned” about the spread of such protests
and urged China to open Tibetan regions to the media and UN. observers.

Xinhua said the immolations were handled quickly and order was restored.

“They were a continuation of the self-immolations in other Tibetan areas and
these acts were all aimed at separating Tibet from China,” Xinhua quoted Hao
Peng, secretary of the Commission for Political and Legal Affairs of the CPC
Tibet Committee, as saying in a statement Sunday.

Xinhua identified the man who died as Tobgye Tseten from Xiahe county in
Gansu province and the other man as Dargye, from Aba county in Sichuan prov-

ince.

Most of the recent immolations have been in Aba, home to Kirti monastery,
where numerous protests have occurred for several years. Xiahe is home to the

large and influential Labrang monastery and the Tibetan community there has
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had sporadic clashes with authorities.
Xinhua said Dargye was in stable condition and able to speak.

U.S.-funded radio broadcaster Voice of America said the two men worked at a
Lhasa restaurant called Nyima Ling,. It identified one of the men as 19-year-old
Dorjee Tseten but was unable to give the name or age of the other.

“This was the first time it has happened in Lhasa — and right in the middle of
Lhasa,” said Tenzin Tsundue, a Tibetan poet and one of the most prominent

activists living in India.

He said it reflects that anger against Chinese rule is not limited to areas where
most of the immolations have occurred — the mostly ethnically Tibetan areas

outside the legal boundaries of Tibet.

“All over Tibet it’s the same emotion, it’s the same response” to Beijing’s poli-
cies, he said.

“We are always in fear of the next self-immolation, and whenever it happens we

say prayers. And every time it happens we hope the world is listening.”

China says Tibet has always been part of its territory, but many Tibetans say the
Himalayan region was virtually independent for centuries until Chinese troops
invaded in the 1950s.

Beijing blames the Dalai Lama for fanning anti-government sentiment and rou-
tinely purges monasteries and nunneries, where support for the Dalai Lama and
Tibetan independence runs high.

http:/ | wwmw.telegraph.co.uk/ news/ worldnews/ asia/ tibet/ 9294332 Two-Tibetans-set-them-
selves-on-fire-in-Lhasa.html!

Two Tibetans set themselves on fire in Lhasa
By Malcolm Moore in Beijing, The Telegraph, 28 May 2012

The two men immolated themselves outside the Jokhang temple, a Buddhist
shrine in the heart of the city that has been smothered with security officers since

its monks took part in anti-Chinese riots four years ago.

The temple is also a point of pilgrimage for Buddhists celebrating Sagadawa,
or Vesak, which marks the birth, enlightenment and death of Gautama Buddha.



258

In recent days, as many as 5,000 visitors have arrived at the temple each day for
the festival.

It is the first recorded self-immolation attempt in Lhasa and only the second
protest in the city in the past four years. “All T could infer is that this incident had
taken place and that Lhasa is ‘seething’. This is certainly a ‘line in the sand’ that
has been crossed for the Chinese, as they have cleatly been focused on keeping
these protests out of the major cities,” said Robbie Barnett, a professor of mod-
ern Tibetan studies at Columbia University.

“China is locked into using force in its response to any incident and so is likely
to trigger more of them, and the exile leadership is locked into an ambiguous
response in which it cannot show leadership because of its own internal politics.

It is an unfolding tragedy.”

Tibetan exiles have suggested that mass arrests are now taking place in the
capital.

“The security forces arrived immediately and put out the fire and all the tour-
ists in the area were cordoned off from the site,” a witness told Radio Free Asia,
a station funded by the United States to promote information and ideas across
China and South East Asia. “Within 15 minutes, the area was cleaned and not a

trace of the incident was left.”

Xinhua news agency identified the Tibetan who died as Tobgye Tseten from
Xiahe county in Gansu province and the other man as Dargye, a Tibetan from
Aba county in Sichuan province. The latter was from Aba, in Sichuan province,
one of the epicentres of recent unrest. Both men were thought to have lived in
Lhasa.

The man who died, Dargye, was 19 and the youngest of three brothers.
His oldest brother was a monk.

“We understand that the two of them hired a hotel room next to the Jokhang

5

temple at around 1pm on the Sunday,” said Harriet Beaumont at Free Tibet.
“They then came out of the hotel room at around 2.15pm, and walked up to the

temple, where they shouted three times and then set themselves on fire,” she said.

She added that it was difficult to get information out of Lhasa because phone
lines and the internet are being closely monitored and that Free Tibet believes the

Chinese police have detained several people in the capital from Aba, the town in
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Sichuan where one of the men came from.

A source in Lhasa confirmed that there had been self-immolations in the city

and that a heavy security operation was underway in the city.

One Chinese student sent a message on Weibo, the Chinese equivalent of Twit-
ter, describing extra security checks for vehicles in the city.

The culmination of the Sagadawa festival falls each year on the 15th day of
the fourth month of the Tibetan calendar. This year, by unhappy coincidence,
the day falls on June 4, also the anniversary of the quashing of the Tiananmen

Square protests.

For at least two decades, ever since small protests over Sagadawa at the begin-
ning of the 1990s, the Communist party has issued strict orders to its members
not to celebrate the festival. Students, cadres or officials caught taking part would
find themselves in “serious violation of political discipline and stability work,”
said the Tibet Daily. Extra security has also been laid on for the month-long

event.

“This is all based on the this extraordinary logic that an incident that has hap-
pened once 20 years ago on a certain day might happen again,” said Mr Barnett.
“In 1991 or 1992 some nuns protested on Sagadawa. Ever since then the Chinese

have made a huge effort to intensify control during this month.”

All of the 34 previous self-immolations occurred not in Tibet itself, but in
Tibetan-occupied areas of Western China.

Mass vigil in Dharamshala, CTA expresses concern over self-immolations
By Tendar Tsering, Phayul, May 29, 2012

DHARAMSHALA: As the fiery wave of self-immolation continues to spread
inside Tibet, the Dharamshala based Central Tibetan Administration in a release
yesterday evening expressed grave concern over the ongoing critical situation
inside Tibet.

Two Tibetans had set themselves on fire in front of the historic Jokhang Tem-
ple in the Tibetan capital Lhasa on Sunday in an apparent protest against the
Chinese government.

One of them has been identified as 19-year-old Dorjee Tseten, while the other,
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a 25-year old male, is believed to be his friend and a colleague at a restaurant
where they both worked.

Dorjee Tseten is feared dead.

The CTA in its release said that “several convoys” of Chinese security forces
immediately arrived and the scene and “swiftly cleared” all traces of the incident.

“The situation in Lhasa remains tense with the deployment of huge number of
police and para-military forces in the area,” CTA noted.

The exile Tibetan administration renewed its call for China to open Tibet to

international observers and the press.

“No matter how the Chinese government attempts to present the cycle of
self-immolations to the international community, such explanation will be met
with deep scepticism so long as access to Tibetan areas, particularly where self-
immolations took place, is denied to impartial observers such as members of the
press, and representatives of international bodies such as the United Nations,”
Dicki Chhoyang, Minister of the Department of Information and International
Relations said.

Thousands of Tibetans and supporters gathered at the Upper Tibetan Chil-
dren’s Village School’s football ground yesterday evening for a mass vigil in soli-
darity with the ongoing self-immolations inside Tibet.

Speaking at the candle light vigil, organised by the Dharamshala regional chap-
ters of the youth congress and women’s association, Tsewang Rigzin, the Presi-
dent of the largest pro-independence group in exile, condemned the Chinese

government for its repressive policies in Tibet.

“The will, the wishes and the slogans of all Tibetans are same and united. All
Tibetans long for the return of the Dalai Lama and restoration of Tibet’s inde-

pendence,” Rigzin said.

The major Tibetan settlements in the south Indian state of Karnataka are also

carrying out prayer services today for the two self-immolators.

Since 2009, 37 Tibetans have set themselves on fire demanding the return of

the Tibetan spiritual leader the Dalai Lama from exile and freedom in Tibet.
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Rikyo

Age: 36

Occupation: housewife/nomad

Date of self-immolation: 30 May 2012

Place: near Dzamthang Monastery, Ngaba, Amdo,
Northeatern Tibet

Current status: Deceased

The last message of Rikyo:
Prayers for world peace and happiness! To ensure His Holiness the Dalai Lama’s return fo
Tibet, do not indulge in slanghtering and trading of animals, do not steal, Speak Tibetan,
do not fight.
Bearing all sufferings of sentient beings on myself. Do not resist by fighting if 1 get into
Chinese hands alive, be united.
Study Tibetan culture.
On fire I burn, my family, do not worry.”

(Translated from Tibetan by Bhuchung D. Sonam)

http:/ | www.nytimes.com) 2012/ 05/ 31/ world/ asia/ tibetan-woman-dies-in-self-immolation.hinil

Tibetan Woman Dies in Self-Immolation
By Edward Wong, The New York Times, 30 May 2012

A Tibetan mother of three died after setting fire to herself on Wednesday in
the county of Ngaba, known in Chinese as Aba. The woman, in her mid-30s, was
identified by Free Tibet, an advocacy group, as Rechok. She set fire to herself
outside the Jonang Dzamthang monastery in the town of Barma, Free Tibet
reported. The group added that Rechok had tended to the family’s animals in the
last few days and then traveled to town to kill herself. Radio Free Asia identified
the woman as Rikyo, 33.
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Crisis deepens with one more self-immolation and arrest of hundreds in
Crackdown
Tibet.net, May 31, 2012

DHARAMSHALA: The Central Tibetan Administration is deeply concerned
about the escalating crisis in Tibet as one more Tibetan self-immolated in north-

eastern Tibet and hundreds being detained in crackdown in capital Lhasa.

Rikyo, a 36-year-old mother of three, died on the spot after setting herself on
fire in front of the Jonang Zamthang monastery in Barma town in northeastern
Tibet’s Ngaba region on 30 May. The local Tibetans took the body inside the

monastery, where thousands of monks offered prayers.

The Chinese authorities threatened to take the body into their custody if the lo-
cal Tibetans do not cremate it quickly. So, the cremation was carried out near the
monastery at around 11:00 pm that night. Over 5,000 local Tibetans, including
monks of Zamthang Monastery, gathered at the funeral. They braved heavy rain
that night to conduct the last rites.

Rikyo, daughter of Chuklo and Rinlha, was a nomadic herder. Residents de-

scribed her as very friendly and virtuous person, who always cares for the poor.

Moreover, according to media reports, Tibetans living in capital Lhasa say po-
lice and paramilitary forces are out in force to impose crackdown after the region
was hit by two self-immolations on Sunday. Over 600 Tibetans have been de-

tained in Lhasa and those from outside Tibet Autonomous expelled.

With the latest incident of self-immolation, 38 Tibetans have set themselves
on fire calling for freedom and the return of His Holiness the Dalai L.ama to his
homeland. Out of these, 29 died and those survived are either in serious condi-

tion or maimed. The whetreabouts and well-being of 5 still remain unknown.

Tibet continues to burn: Mother of three torches self to death
Phaynl, May 30, 2012

DHARAMSHALA: A mother of three young has torched herself to death in
an apparent protest against China’s continued occupation of Tibet, today.

Rikyo, 33, set herself on fire near the Jonang Zamthang Gonchen monastery
in Zamthang (Ch: Rangtang) county, in the distraught Ngaba region, the nerve
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centre of the ongoing wave of self-immolations in Tibet.

Speaking to Phayul, Tsangyang Gyatso, an exile Tibetan who has close contacts
in the region said that Rikyo passed away at the site of her self-immolation pro-
test.

“Rikyo set herself on fire at around 3 pm (local time) today close to the Jonang
Monastery, protesting against Chinese rule,” Gyatso said. “She passed away at the
site of her protest.”

Rikyo’s body is currently being kept at the Jonang Monastery, although Chinese
security personnel have reportedly demanded the body to be removed.

Rikyo is survived by her husband and three children, the eldest, a 9-year old son
and two daughters aged 7 and 5.

The ongoing fiery wave of self-immolations in Tibet has witnessed 38 Tibet-
ans set their bodies on fire demanding the return of His Holiness the Dalai
Lama from exile and freedom in Tibet. Today’s self-immolation protest comes
just three days after two young Tibetan men set themselves on fire in heart of

Tibet’s capital Lhasa.
Rikyo’s self-immolation was the fourth in Zamthang alone.

In April, two cousins, Choephag Kyab and Sonam, both in their eatly 20s,
passed away after they set themselves on fire near a local Chinese government
office. In an audio message recorded before their protest, Choephag Kyab and
Sonam recount the suffering of the Tibetan people due to the lack of fundamen-

tal human rights and the forced occupation and repression of Tibet by China.

“So, for the restoration of freedom in Tibet and world peace, both of us in
sound mind, are setting ourselves on fire,” Choephag Kyab and Sonam stated.
“The Tibetan people’s suffering due to denial of freedom is far greater that the

tragedy of setting our bodies on fire.”

In a recent interview to a media crew of the Taiwan based Next TV, Tibetan
spiritual leader, the Dalai Lama had said that the People Republic of China’s
“totalitarian, blind, unrealistic” policies in Tibet are responsible for the ongoing

wave of self-immolations in Tibet.

“This problem (self-immolations) has been started by the totalitarian, blind,
unrealistic policies,” the Tibetan leader said. “So, the people who created these

policies must think seriously.”
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Mother of Three Dies After Self-immolation in Dzamthang, Amdo
1VOA Tibetan, 29 May 2012

A Tibetan woman set herself on fire around 3:10 PM today and died at the
scene in front of Jonang Dzamthang monastery in Barma township of Za-
mthang county, Ngaba Prefecture in eastern Tibet (Chinese: Aba Autonomous

Prefecture, Sichuan Province).

Rikyo, a mother of three, is believed to have been 33 years old. Her self-immo-

lation is the fourth to have occurred in the small town of Dzamthang;

Rikyo was a neighbor of the three young men who had self-immolated earlier
this year in February and April. Reports say the January’s killing of a young man
in Dzamthang by security forces may have been one of the catalysts for these

self-immolations.

The latest self-immolations bring the number of Tibetans who set themselves
ablaze in Ngaba prefecture since March last year to 26. There have been 38 such
protests throughout Tibet since February 2009.

According to exile sources, the Tibetan areas of Sichuan province had been
seething from decades of abuse and repression. This latest incidence comes three
days after the twin self-immolations that took place in Lhasa which represented a
major escalation in the scope of these protests in Tibet’s capital which had been
under intense security since 2008.

Thousands attend Rikyo’s funeral
Phayul, May 31, 2012

DHARAMSHALA, May 31: Rikyo, the mother of three, who set herself ablaze
yesterday in Zamthang, eastern Tibet was given a grand funeral ceremony by lo-

cal Tibetans at around 11 pm (local time) later that day.

Although, the area near the Jonang Zamthang Gonchen monastery, the place of

the funeral, was under heavy Chinese security surveillance, thousands of Tibet-



ans gathered to pay their last respects.

The Dharamshala based Central Tibetan Administration, in a release today, said
that the local Tibetans had to carry out Rikyo’s cremation in haste as the Chinese
authorities had threatened to take the body into their custody.

“The cremation was carried out near the monastery at around 11:00 pm last
night,” CTA said. “Over 5,000 local Tibetans, including monks of Zamthang

Monastery, gathered at the funeral.”

According to sources, the gathered Tibetans prayed till 3 in the morning under

inclement weather.

The mother of three young children, all under the age of ten, Rikyo torched
herself to death in an apparent protest against China’s continued occupation of
Tibet on Wednesday at around 3 pm (local time), near the Jonang Zamthang
Gonchen monastery in Zamthang (Ch: Rangtang) county, in the distraught Ng-

aba region, the nerve centre of the ongoing wave of self-immolations in Tibet.

The Tibetan Women’s Association, in a release today grieved Rikyo’s death and
noted that six Tibetan women have set themselves on fire in the ongoing wave

of self-immolations in Tibet, including two mothers.

“T'WA pays tribute to Rikyo’s sacrifice and deem her act as the ultimate form of

non-violent protest,” the release said.

Since 2009, 38 Tibetans have set their bodies on fire demanding the return of
His Holiness the Dalai Lama from exile and freedom in Tibet.

Rikyo’s self-immolation, the fourth in Zamthang alone, came just three days
after two young Tibetan men set themselves on fire in heart of Tibet’s capital
Lhasa.

CTA holds prayer service for self-immolations
Tibet.net, June 2, 2012

DHARAMSHALA: The Central Tibetan Administration organised a special
prayer service to mourn the tragic self-immolations in Tibet under the continued

repressive policies of the Chinese government.

Speaking at the prayer service, Kalon Tripa Dr Lobsang Sangay said, “We are
holding this prayer service to pay homage to those who have sacrificed their lives
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for Tibet and console their family members”.

“As the self-immolations continue unabated inside Tibet, we Tibetans in exile
are ever more concerned about the policies of the Chinese government in Ti-
bet,” he said.

Kalon Tripa also spoke about the support extended by many world leaders and
Nobel Laureates for the cause of Tibet, and urged Tibetans to continue to high-
light the grim situation prevailing inside Tibet.

All the Kalons and officials of the Central Tibetan Administration as well as the
heads of the various governmental and non-governmental organisations attend-
ed the prayer service. The prayer service was presided over by His Eminence
Kirti Rinpoche, the head lama of the Kirti Monastery.

Since 2009, thirty-eight Tibetans have set themselves on fire calling for more
freedom and the return of His Holiness the Dalai Lama to Tibet. Out of which
29 has died and the remaining 9 were either seriously injured or their where-

abouts are still unknown.

The latest incident of self-immolation occurred on Wednesday 30 May, when
Rikyo, a mother of three children set herself on fire in Zamthang, northeastern
Tibet.

Earlier on Sunday, 27 May, two Tibetans Dorjee Tseten, 19, and Dargye, 25, set
themselves on fire in front of the Jokhang Temple, the holiest temple in Tibet’s
capital Lhasa.



Tamding Thar

Age: 64

Occupation: nomad

Date of self-immolation: 15 June 2012

Place: Chentsa county town, Malho, Eastern Tibet

Current status: Deceased

The last message of Tamding Thar:
T take refuge in the Buddba, Dbarma and Sangha.
I am setting myself on fire as an offering of light
with hope that His Holiness the Dalai Lama will return to Tibet,
that peace will prevail on earth and that
Tibet will be ruled by Tibetans.”
(Translates from Tibetan by Bhuchung D. Sonam)

Tamding Thar Self-immolates, CTA Urges China to Address Tibetan
Grievances
Tibet.net, June 15, 2012

DHARAMSHALA: The Central Tibetan Administration is deeply saddened by
the recent situation in Tibet involving the death of another Tibetan and strongly
urges China to reform it’s failed policies in Tibet to end the on-going wave of

self-immolations.

Tamding Thar, a Tibetan nomad in his late 50s, set himself on fire at 6:30 am
(Local Time) in front of the local police station in Amdo Chentsa, northeastern

Tibet today, protesting against the Chinese government.

The local police officials have snatched his body after the self-immolation but

has handed over his dead body to his family members afterwards.

Thousands of Tibetans and monks from the near by monasteries came to pay
their last respects and express their solidarity at his funeral. Tamding Thar is sur-

vived by his children and wife.

Tamding Thar hails from Lowa, a small nomadic village in Chentsa county,
Malho. Reports also say that Tamding Thar and his family were forcibly taken to
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the county a few years ago under the ‘nomad relocation’ policy of the Chinese

government.

The situation in Chentsa is currently very tense as hundreds of police and mili-
tary personnel have entered the town, keeping a strict vigil on the movements of

the local Tibetan community.

The Central Tibetan Administration has repeatedly appealed to the Chinese
government to address the genuine grievances of the Tibetan people and to pro-

vide a lasting and peaceful solution to the grim situation prevailing inside Tibet.

Since 2009, 40 Tibetans have set themselves on fire to protest the Chinese gov-
ernment’s failed policies in Tibet. They have called for freedom and the return of
His Holiness the Dalai Lama to his homeland.

Earlier in May, two Tibetans set themselves on fire in front of the Jokhang
temple in Lhasa, Tibet’s capital while a Tibetan woman, Rikyo set herself on fire

in Zamthang, northeastern Tibet.

Tibetan Herder Dies After Setting Himself on Fire in Government Protest
By Andrew Jacobs, The New York Times, June 15, 2012

BEIJING — A Tibetan herder in China’s northwest Qinghai Province died on
Friday after setting himself on fire to protest government policies in the region,

according to exile groups and Radio

The herder, Tamdin Thar, who was thought to be in his early 60s, self-immolat-
ed in front of a police compound in Markethang, a county seat in the Huangnan
Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture, according to the group Free Tibet. Radio Free
Asia said security forces immediately extinguished the flames but the man died

a short time later.

A crowd of several hundred people, including Buddhist monks and local resi-
dents, quickly gathered at center of town and demanded that the police hand
over his body, according to Radio Free Asia and Free Tibet.

The authorities, they said, eventually complied, returning Tamdin That’s body
to his family, who then brought it to a nearby monastery in preparation for his

funeral.

Since 2009, at least 38 Tibetans have set fire to themselves in a wave of protest
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that has defied an increasingly heavy police presence and Beijing’s efforts to paint
the self-immolators as terrorists. Of those, 29 have died, according the Interna-

tional Campaign for Tibet, an advocacy group in Washington.

Protesters who have set themselves ablaze often shout slogans demanding the
return of the Dalai Lama, the exiled spiritual leader; several have left notes or
videotaped testimonials condemning government policies they say curtail Bud-

dhist practices and favor the Mandarin language over Tibetan.

Once largely confined to Tibetan parts of Sichuan, Gansu and Qinghai Prov-
inces, the self-immolations last month spread to Lhasa, the Tibetan capital, where
two men set themselves on fire in front of Jokhang Temple, the holiest in Ti-
betan Buddhism.

Tsering Woeser, a Tibetan writer in Beijing, said the growing toll — and the
government’s refusal to scale back its harsh policies — was dispiriting. “If the hu-
man rights situation doesn’t improve, such tragic incidents will keep happening,”
she said in a phone interview. “Many Tibetans think the pain of self-immolation
is nothing compared to the pain of living without religious freedom.”

Chentsa nomad dies as Tibet self-immolation protests continue
TibetanReview.net, June 17, 2012

A Tibetan nomad who was among thousands of others forced to live in a fixed
urban settlement few years ago has immolated himself on Jun 15 morning in
protest against Chinese rule. Tamdin Thar, in his 50’, torched himself at around
6:30 am (Beijing Time) in front of a policed station or paramilitary People Armed
Police Force camp in Chentsa (Chinese: Jiancha) County of Malho (Chinese:
Huangnan) Prefecture, Qinghai Province, according to several news reports and

Tibetan sources. He appeared to have died almost immediately.

Chinese security forces were reported to have appeared on the scene within

minutes and put out the flames. They took in Tamdin’s charred remains.

Hundreds of local Tibetans were reported to have soon gathered in front of the
camp as well as the county government centre and demanded that Tamdin’s mos-
tal remains be handed over to them for the purpose of giving him a proper reli-
gious funeral. With the crowd continuing to swell, the authorities finally relented
around 12 noon, said Dharamsala-based Tibetan Centre for Human Rights De-
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mocracy (TCHRD) and RFA.org (Radio Free Asia, Washington) Jun 15.

The exile Tibetan administration, Dharamsala, said on its Tibet.net website Jun
15 that thousands of Tibetans and monks from nearby monasteries took part
in the funeral which TCHRD said took place in a remote nomadic area in the

county.

The deceased originally belonged to Lowa, a small nomadic village in the coun-
ty, before he was forced to move to the county town with the others some years

ago under China’s highly controversial and coercive ‘nomad relocation’ policy.
Tamdin is said to be survived by his wife and children.

China’s official Xinhua news agency confirmed the self-immolation but did not
give any further information, saying the name of the deceased and the cause of
the death were under investigation. Its policy, however, is to blame the Dalai
Lama and exile Tibetan groups for all self-immolations and other forms of pro-

tests in Tibet.

The incident brings to 39 the number of Tibetans who had immolated them-
selves in Tibet against Chinese rule since Feb 2009, and to 30 the number of
those who are known to have died as a result of it. The fate of most of the rest

remains unknown.

Following Tamdin’s self-immolation, the authorities were reported to have
rushed in police and paramilitary police reinforcements to the county town
where the situation was reported to be tense.

Uncertainties still remain about Tamdin’s age, with different reports putting it
at between 40s and 65, and the place of his self-immolation. Most reports said
incident took place in front of the county police station.

Tibetan Self-Immolates, Draws Protests
REA, 15 June 2012

A Tibetan burned himself to death in protest against Chinese rule in Qinghai
province Friday, triggering large demonstrations and a security clampdown, local

sources said.

Tamdin Thar, from a nomadic family, self-immolated early morning in front
of the police station in Chentsa (Jianzha) county in the Huangnan (Malho) Ti-
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betan Autonomous Prefecture, immediately drawing Chinese security forces who

doused the flames and bundled him away, the sources said.

On learning of his death, hundreds of Tibetans in the area thronged the Chent-
sa county center and the police station to demand his body, sources in the county
and in the Tibet Autonomous Region told RFA. As the crowd swelled, the au-
thorities complied and handed over his body, they said.

“Over 300 Tibetans protested at the county center demanding custody of his
body” after it was learned that Tamdin Thar, whose age was given as between 40’s

and 60’s, had succumbed to serious burns, one source inside Tibet said.

“We went to the Chentsa county police station and demanded the body. Finally
the authorities gave us custody of his body,” one protester, a woman, told RFA.

“However, the presence of Chinese security forces is on the increase in this
area,” she added.

Another source, identified as Gyatso, a native of Chentsa county, said that
monks and others had gathered for funeral prayers.

Thirty-ninth self-immolation

Tamdin Thar is the 39th Tibetan to have burned himself to protest Chinese rule
and demand the return of Tibet’s exiled spiritual leader the Dalai I.ama since a

wave of self-immolations began in February 2009.

The India-based Tibetan Centre for Human Rights and Democracy said Tam-
din Thar belonged to a nomadic family in Lowa village in Chentsathang town-
ship. He and his family moved to the county due to the “nomad relocation poli-

cy” of the Chinese government, It quoted a source as saying.

Nearly all the self-immolations so far have taken place in the Tibetan-populated
provinces in western China—Sichuan, Qinghai, and Gansu—as Tibetans chal-
lenge Chinese policies which they say are discriminatory and have robbed them
of their rights.

The first self-immolation incident in Tibet’s capital Lhasa was reported last
month when two young Tibetan men burned themselves in the heavily guarded
city, suggesting that the protest movement to restore Tibetan rights is gaining
momentum internally, much to the chagrin of the Chinese authorities who have
portrayed the burnings as isolated incidents fueled by exile groups, according to

experts.
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The Dalai LLama has blamed Beijing’s “totalitarian” and “unrealistic” policies for
the wave of self-immolations, saying the time has come for the Chinese authori-

ties to take a serious approach to resolving the Tibetan problem.

Chinese authorities however have labeled the self-immolators as terrorists, out-
casts, criminals, and mentally ill people, and have blamed the Dalai L.ama for

encouraging the burnings.

Tibetan Nomadic Herder Dies After Burning Self in Protest
By Jack Phillips, The Epoch Times Staff, 16 June 2012

A Tibetan nomadic herder set himself on fire to protest against the Chinese
regime’s decades-old occupation of Tibet in the central-western province of
Qinghai on Friday, sparking mass demonstrations and a subsequent security

crackdown.

Tibetan human rights groups said Tamdin Thar, believed to be in his 60s, was
killed after he set himself on fire outside the People’s Armed Police compound,
which is said to house military personnel, in Chentsa near the border with the

Tibet Autonomous Region.

Following the death, between four and five hundred Tibetan civilians and
monks gathered and demanded that his body be returned, according to Free Ti-
bet. The body was taken by local authorities, who later returned it and his family

took it to a nearby monastery.

Free Tibet said that because the man set himself on fire in front of a police
building, the act was a “clear and absolute rejection of Chinese rule.”

“However, the presence of Chinese security forces is on the increase in this

area,” a woman, who did not give her name, told Radio Free Asia.

Photos published by the International Campaign for Tibet, or Save Tibet,
showed throngs of armed police officers positioned near his body in Chentsa

along with numerous police and military vehicles.

China’s state-run media mouthpiece, Xinhua, confirmed in a two-sentence re-

port that a man died after he set himself on fire, but did not elaborate.

“Tibetans from many different villages near Chentsa and monasteries outside
Chentsa have converged upon the town to offer prayers for him,” Save Tibet
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said, citing Tibetan exile sources familiar with the matter.

The India-based Tibetan Centre for Human Rights and Democracy told RFA
that Tamdin Thar was a nomad who was forced to move to Chentsa due to the

5. <<

Chinese regime’s “nomad relocation policy,” RFA reported.

In recent months, there has been a wave of protests that have swept across
Sichuan Province, the Tibet Autonomous Region, Qinghai, and parts of Gansu.
Several dozen people—mostly monks—have also set themselves on fire in pro-

test.

The self-immolations and demonstrations have not much affected the Tibetan
capital of Lhasa because of the persistent heavy security presence in the city.
However, two young Tibetan men burned themselves in Lhasa last month, mak-

ing them the first to do so in the capital.

At least 39 Tibetans have set themselves on fire since February 2009. Friday’s

incident was the sixth self-immolation in Qinghai Province.

Tamding Thar cremated, Thousands pay respect
By Tendar Tsering, Phayut, June 17, 2012

DHARAMSHALA, June 16: Tamding Thar, the elderly Tibetan who set him-
self on fire yesterday morning in Chentsa, Amdo, eastern Tibet, in an apparent
protest against the Chinese government was cremated later in the evening;

Tamding Thar is survived by his children and wife.

Despite a heavy deployment of security forces, thousands of Tibetans attended

the cremation to pay their last respects.

Tamding Thar belonged to a nomadic family in Lowa village and was forcibly
moved to the region, a few years ago, under the ‘nomad relocation’ policy of
the Chinese government. He set himself on fire at around 6.30 am (local time)

yesterday in front of the local Chinese police station.

“Tamding Thar not only put petrol on his body but also drank it and had coiled
his body with iron barbed wires so that the Chinese police won’t be able to eas-
ily get hold of him,” Rinchen, a native of Chentsa who is currently living in
Dharamshala told Phayul.

Tibetans started to gather soon after Tamdin Thar’s self-immolation protest,
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demanding that the Chinese authorities return his body. After his body was hand-
ed over, hundreds of more Tibetans joined a march, carrying Tamding Thar to a

remote nomadic area in the region.

The Dharamshala based Central Tibetan Administration yesterday said that the
situation in Chentsa is “currently very tense” with the deployment of hundreds
of police and military personnel keeping a strict vigil on the movements of the

local Tibetan community.

Speaking to Phayul, Rinchen added that he has been unable to reach Chentsa as
the area is suffering a virtual lockdown. “It seems that everyone has been warned

against receiving or making phone calls.”

However, in spite of the imminent security threats, Tibetans in the region not
only attended Tamding Thar’s funeral but also made offerings of Khataks, tra-
ditional Tibetan scarves, and lighted lamps at the site of his self-immolation

protest in front of the police station.

Images smuggled out of Tibet showed Khataks and candles lit in front of the
police station gates.

The CTA expressed “deep sadness” at Tamding That’s death and “strongly”
urged China to “reform its failed policies in Tibet to end the on-going wave of

self-immolations.”

“The Central Tibetan Administration has repeatedly appealed to the Chinese
government to address the genuine grievances of the Tibetan people and to

provide a lasting and peaceful solution to the grim situation prevailing inside

Tibet,” CTA said.

Exiled Tibetans in Dharamshala hold a candle light vigil in solidarity with Tam-
ding Thar on June 16, 2012.

The Dharamshala regional chapters of the women’s association and youth con-
gress organised a candle light vigil yesterday evening in solidarity with Tamding
Thart’s self-immolation protest.

Hundreds of Tibetans and foreigners marched from the main square in McLeod
Ganj to the Tibetan Martyr’s Pillar near the Tsug-la Khang, the main temple.

40 Tibetans have set their bodies on fire since 2009 demanding the return of
His Holiness the Dalai Lama from exile and freedom in Tibet.
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Ngawang Norphel

Age: 22

Occupation: Layperson

Date of self-immolation: 20 June 2012

Place: Zatoe town in Keygudo, Yulshul,
Kham, Eastern Tibet

Current status: Deceased

Tenzin Khedup

Age: 24

Occupation: former monk

Date of self-immolation: 20 June 2012

Place: Zatoe town in Keygudo, Yulshul,
Kham, Eastern Tibet

Current status: Deceased

The last message of Norphel and Tenzin Khedrup:

Independence for Tibet! His Holiness must return to Tibet!

The two of us cannot contribute anything towards Tibetan culture and religion nor can we
do anything to benefit Tibetans in financial terms. Hence, the only thing that we can do for
Tibetans, the long life of His Holiness the Dalai 1ama, and for his return to Tibet, is to set
onrselves on fire. We would like to nrge other Tibetan youths like us to pledge that you will never
engage in such acts as fighting amongst yourselves; instead you must remain united. We have
hope and faith that you will maintain loyalty among all the Tibetans.”

(Translated from Tibetan by Bhuchung D. Sonam)

New Video Footage of Latest Self-Immolation Incident
Tibet.net, Press Release, 23 June 2012

On June 20, 2012, two Tibetan men self-immolated in Tridu, Yushul: Ngawang
Norphel (age 22) and Tenzin Kedhup (age 24). The latter succumbed to his in-
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juries on the same day. The former, Ngawang Norphel, survivedand was taken
to a nearby monastery. The following graphic video footage of seriously burned
Ngawang Norphel was recently obtained by the Central Tibetan Administration,
based in India. Despite his heavy injuries, he articulates the reasons for their self-

immolation: the survival of Tibetan culture, language, and identity.

The English translation of what is being said is as follows:

The following text is the transcript of an exchange between Ngawang Norphel (attempted to
self-immolate on 20 June 2012) and the monk by his side. The person be refers to as ‘Khbedup’
and Tenzin Khedup’ is the other man who self-inmolated with him and died on 20 June 2012.
(Transaltion by Tibet.net)

(0:00-0:09) Ngawang Norphel (N.N): My people have no freedom of language.
Everybody is mixing Tibetan and Chinese.
(0:17) Be that as it may
(0:16) take my wealth
(0:21) I don’t need them
(0:24) What has happened to my Land of Snow?
(0:30) What has happened to my Land of Snow?

(0:55) N.N: How is Tenzin Khedup?
(0:59) Monk by bis side: He is fine
(07:00) N.N: Where is he?

(01:02) Monk: He is home

(01:07-01:12) We two “sworn brothers”, we won’t fail next time

(01:12-01:20) [This is] for the sake of Tibet. We are in the land of snow
(01:26-01:35) if we don’t have our freedom, cultural traditions and language, it
would be extremely embarrassing for us

(01:37) We must therefore learn them

(01:42-01:54) Every nationality needs freedom, language and tradition
(01:55-01:59) Without language, what would be our nationality?

(02:07) [Should we then] call ourselves Chinese or Tibetan?

(02:16) N.N: Aro Khedup! Aro Khedup! Khedup!
(02:26) Where are you?
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(02:32) Voice from back: Just behind you

(02:33) N.N: What?

(02:3) Vvice: Just behind you

(02:38) N.N: Are you behind me?

(02:40-02:43) What are you doing? Aro! How is my facer
(02:45-02:47) Vvice: Not bad. It will get better

(02:48) N.N: I don’t look like a human? Arol!

(02:57) N.N: 1 look dreadful, don’t I?

(02:56) N.N: I smell kerosene. We poured quite a lot of kerosene.
(03:02-03:08) N.IN: Really, the way you fell down and rose up again, you really
showed some courage. Arol

Voice: Right

(03:29) N.N: Aro!l Now you hold it.

(03:39) Monk: 1t is better now. It really is!

(03:41-03:44) N.N: Did you hand me over to the Chinese?

(03:45-03:47) Monk: All the monks of monastery are taking care of you.
(03:47-03:51) N.N: Thank you. Thank you. I am grateful to Silkar monastery.
(03:52-03:59) Montk: All the monks of Silkar monastery are here. We don’t have
good medical facilities but we are doing our best.

(03:59) N.N: Thank you

(04:02-04:15) N.IN: There is no hope of my recovery. I have only one wish in my
heart. I just wish to raise the prestige of my people. Aro!

(04:17) I have no other wish.

(04:29-04:32) N.N: What is Tenzin Khedup doing?
(04:32-04:36) Monk: Tenzin Khedup is fine. He is home.
(04:37) N.N: Swear

(04:38) Monk: Yes. Then.

(04:40) N.N: You are fooling me

(04:43) Monk: 1 am not fooling you.

(04:57) N.N: Is he dead?

(04:53) Montk: He is not dead

(04:54) N.N: What?

(04:55) Monk: He is not dead

(04:57) N.N: He is dead, right?
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(04:58) Monk: He is not dead
(05:11-05:13) N.N: Where is he?

(05:54) N.N: What has become of my “sworn friend”?
(05:56)Monfk: He is fine.

(05:58) N.N: Where is he?

(06:00) Monk: At home.

(06:071)N.N: Where is he?

(06:03) Montk: He was taken to his home.
(06:04)N.N: What?

(06:05) Monk: He was taken to his home.
(06:06) N.N: Where is he?

(06:08) Monk: He is at his home

(06:13) N.N: Is he dead?

(06:15)Monfk: He is not dead

(06:16)N.N: Swear

(06:18) Monk: Okay

btp:/ | www.phaynl.com/ news/ article.aspx?id=31621>1=1

Two Tibetans self-immolate calling for Tibet’s independence
Phaynl, June 20, 2012

DHARAMSHALA, June 20: In reports coming out of Tibet, two young Tibet-
ans set themselves on fire today in Zatoe town of Keygudo, Kham, eastern Tibet
calling for Tibet’s independence and long life of His Holiness the Dalai L.ama.

Ngawang Norphel, 22 and Tenzin Khedup, 24, set themselves ablaze at about
3.30 pm (local time).

Both of them were carrying Tibetan national flags in their hands at the time of

their self-immolation protest.

Tenzin Khedup passed away in his fiery protest while the condition and where-

abouts of Ngawang Norphel is not yet known.

Confirming the reports, Jamyang Soepa, a member of the standing committee
of the Tibetan Parliament-in-Exile said that the two young Tibetans set them-

selves ablaze calling for Tibet’ independence.
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“Ngawang Norphel and Tenzin Khedup called for independence and freedom
in Tibet and the long-life of His Holiness the Dalai Lama before setting them-

selves on fire,” Soepa said citing sources.

In images received by exile Tibetans, huge flames and black smoke could be
seen bellowing up from their bodies, lying on the road next to parked cars and
motorbikes.

In a 7-second video clip of their self-immolation protest, Ngawang Norphel
and Tenzin Khedup could be seen standing next to each other and raising the
‘banned in Tibet’ Tibetan National just before fire envelopes their bodies. While
one of them immediately falls down on the ground, the second self-immolator

trips and then stands up to run for a few metres before falling down.

According to reports, Tenzin Khedup is from Tridu in Keygudo. His parents
are Legdup and Kyizom. Ngawang Norphel is believed to be from Ngaba, the
region which remains the nerve centre of the ongoing wave of self-immolations
in Tibet.

Earlier this year, on February 8, Sonam Rabyang, a monk in his late thirties from
the La Monastery in Tridu, set himself ablaze on the main road of La Township,
Tridu County, Keygudo. Sonam Rabyang’s condition and whereabouts remain

unknown.

With Tenzin Khedup and Ngawang Norphel’s self-immolation protests today,
as many as 42 Tibetans have set themselves on fire since 2009, demanding the

return of His Holiness the Dalai .ama from exile and freedom in Tibet.

Two More Tibetans Burn Themselves in China Protest
OA Tibetan, 19 June 2012

In an unwavering continuous spate of self-immolations from Tibetan regions,
another two young Tibetans from eastern Tibet have burned themselves today
to protest Chinese rule and to demand return of the Dalai LLama, exiled Tibetan
spiritual leader.

22-year-old Ngawang Norphel and 24-year-old Tenzin Khedup set themselves
ablaze around 3.30 pm Tuesday in Zatoe town of Kyegudo, (Chinese: Yushu)
in eastern Tibet’s Kham province. Both were known to have carried Tibetan

national flag at the time of their self-immolation.
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A written statement by the protesters said: “People like us are unable to contrib-
ute anything toward Tibetan religion and culture, or contribute economically to
help Tibetans.” They said they chose to self-immolate “to show our love to the
Tibetan people [and] our loyalty to His Holiness, the Dalai Lama.”

Graphic video of the fiery protest forwarded to the Tibetan exile community
reached VOA’s Tibetan service within hours and quickly circulated on the Inter-

net.

Tenzin Khedup, a former monk of Zilkar monastery is reported to have died at
the scene of the protest. Sources say that his body was taken to Zilkar monastery
where monks and lay people were known to have paid respect and burned prayer

lamps.

Ngawang, who has settled in the area from Ngaba region in Amdo, main locus
of the Tibetan self-immolations, has been taken to hospital. His condition and

whereabouts are unknown.
Sources say Zatoe town is under heavy travel and communication restriction.

The Chinese government, which views Tibet as a non-negotiable part of China,
has forcefully condemned the protests, which erupted 15 months ago as Chinese
security forces sought to lock down the region in a push to prevent such dem-

onstrations.

The latest self-immolations bring the number of Tibetans who set themselves
ablaze throughout Tibet since February 2009 to 41. Beijing says the immolations
incite separatism and are directed from outside the country. But representatives
of the Dalai Lama, who lives in exile in northern India, say protesters are driven
to self-immolate in large part because they can no longer tolerate Beijing’s ongo-
ing push against Tibetan culture and religion.

Torch vigil held by Tibetans
By Harold Mandel, Examiner, June 22, 2012

The degree of emotional torment being shared by Buddhists over the ongoing
tensions in Tibet has been witnessed by a torch vigil. Tendar Tsering has reported
for Phayul.com “Tibetan take out torch in vigl in Dharamsala.” Yesterday eve-
ning Buddhists in the exile Tibetan seat of Dharamshala, India held a first of its
kind torch vigil in order to show solidarity and support with the ongoing wave of
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self-immolations inside Tibet.

Symbolic of the 42 Tibetans who have set themselves on fire since 2009, large
torches were carried by the marchers in place of the usual candles during the vigil
which was organized by the regional chapters of the youth and women’s associ-
ations. In the latest in the series of tragic self- immolations, Ngawang Norphel,
22, and Tenzin Khedup, 24 set themselves on fire Wednesday in Zatoe town of
Keygudo, Kham, eastern Tibet. A note was left by the pair urging all Tibetans to
be united in the fight for Tibet’s freedom and the return of the Tibetan spiritual
leader the Dalai Lama from exile.

In their note Ngawang Norphel and Tenzin Khedup wrote “People like us are
unable to contribute anything toward Tibetan religion and culture, or contribute
economically to help Tibetans.” They also wrote their actions “show love to the
Tibetan people and loyalty to His Holiness the Dalai Lama.” In a dramatic 7-sec-
ond video clip of their self-immolation protest, which is being widely circulated
on the internet, Ngawang Norphel and Tenzin Khedup are seen standing next
to each other and raising banned Tibetan National flags just before huge flames
engulfed their bodies. While one of them immediately fell down on the ground,
the second self-immolator tripped and then stood up to run for a few meters

before falling down.

One young Tibetan dead and another in critical condition after pair set
themselves on fire in protest against Chinese rule
By Amy Olivet, Daily Mail, 21 June 2012

A double self-immolation protest in China has left one Tibetan man dead and

another seriously injured.

Former monk Tenzin Khedup, 24, and Ngawang Norphel, 22, held out Tibetan
flags and shouted pro-independence songs as the flames engulfed them on the
street in Dzatoe township in the Yushu Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture, Qing-

hai province.

Passersby watched in horror as Khedup burned to death in front of them, while

Norphel was taken to hospital with serious burns, Radio Free Asia reported.

The pait’s protest takes the total number of self-immolations to 41 since trou-
bles began in 2009. The men had been calling for an end to Chinese rule in
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Tibetan-populated areas and the return of Tibet’s exiled spiritual leader the Dalai

Lama.

Lobsang Sangay, a monk in India, originally from the Zekar monastery in Yusu,
told Radio Free Asia the pair had left a suicide note.

It read: “We could not contribute significantly towards the Tibetan religion and

culture and we could not (help bring) economic benefits to Tibetans.

“Therefore, we have decided to self-immolate with the hope that His Holiness
the Dalai Lama may live long and return to Tibet as soon as possible. For the

cause of Tibetans, we chose to die for these reasons.’

They added: “We also want to appeal to our fellow youth that they should not
quarrel among themselves and they should not have any ill feclings against each
other. Everyone should unite to uphold the cause of the Tibetan race and na-

tionality”

The Dalai L.ama, currently on a 10-day tour of Britain, said yesterday that re-
suming talks with China on his homeland’s future was hopeless unless it adopted
a ‘realistic’ stance, adding it was useless trying to convince Beijing he was not
secking full independence.

In comments likely to enrage a Chinese leadership already angry over his trip to
Britain, the spiritual leader also said a shift towards democracy and better human

rights in China was inevitable and the Chinese people ‘really want change’.

China mobilises to meet Tibet burning protests
By John Garnaut, The Age, June 22, 2012

CHINESE security forces are arming themselves with guns, fire hydrants and
1960s communist propaganda as they battle a wave of self-immolations that is
spreading across the Tibetan plateau.

Two young Tibetan men set themselves alight in Qinghai province on Wednes-
day, bringing the total to more than 35 over the past year. Most have died.

Tenzin Khedup, 24, died on the spot on Wednesday, while his colleague, Nga-
wang Norphel, 22, is reportedly being treated for serious injuries. They were
carrying Tibetan flags, shouting pro-independence slogans and calling for the
return of the Dalai LLama, according to Radio Free Asia. Photos were posted on
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the internet, despite tightening restrictions on movement and electronic com-

munication.

Last month the morbid form of protest arrived for the first time in Lhasa, the
region’s spiritual and political capital, when a 19-year-old man died and a 25-year-

old man was seriously injured.

They emerged from Lhasa’s Mandala Hotel and ignited themselves outside

Jokhang, Tibet’s most important monastery.

The hotel and dozens of others have since been shut, petrol sales have been
tightly restricted and dozens of people taken into custody, according to Tibetan

sources.

Squads of orange-clad fire fighters, with fire trucks and four-wheeled buggies,
have now joined clusters of police SWAT teams, riot police and paramilitaries
in camouflage to prevent monks and Tibetan lay persons from making public

spectacles of self-harm.

They are armed with fire hydrants - carried in hand and concealed in rows under
fire blankets - as well as semi-automatic weapons and long black poles apparently
designed for the safe handling of burning bodies.

Jokhang Temple has been stripped of most of its yak-butter candles, replaced
by fluorescent lights, while identification checks are now required to enter mon-

asteries and other public spaces.

While Communist Party officials have described the self-immolations as a form
of terrorism, others argue that the notion of national martyrdom was imported
with the communists in the 1950s and 1960s.

“This kind of thing has never happened in the Tibetan tradition before,” said
Tsering Shakya, a Tibet historian at the University of British Columbia. “It traces

back to Communist propaganda figures, such as Lei Feng”

Lei Feng was a cult figure, selflessly devoted to Chairman Mao, who was said to
have been killed by a falling telephone pole while directing a military vehicle to

reverse onto a road.

In London, the Dalai L.ama expressed hope that change would come to Tibet
when Beijing’s leaders were forced to respond to Chinese aspirations for freedom

and democracy.
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Tibetans who left suicide notes have addressed fellow Tibetans rather than Chi-

nese authorities, perhaps reflecting a view that dialogue is futile.

“We could not contribute significantly towards the Tibetan religion and culture
and we could not [help bring about] economic benefits to Tibetans,” said the

suicide note of Wednesday’s victims, according to Radio Free Asia.

“Therefore, we have decided to self-immolate with the hope that His Holiness
the Dalai Lama may live long and return to Tibet as soon as possible ... Every-

one should unite to uphold the cause of the Tibetan race and nationality.”

Dr Shakya said: “They are trying to mobilise Tibetan people and warn of the
danger of the disappearance of traditional culture.”

CTA mourns self-immolations in Tibet
Tibet.net, August 3, 2012

DHARAMSHALA: The Central Tibetan Administration yesterday organised a
prayer service to condole the recent death of 22-year-old Ngawang Norphel, and
other Tibetans who self-immolated against the Chinese government’s repressive
policies in Tibet.

Ngawang Norphel, 22, a native of Zurtso Truldul village, Menphuk township,
Nyanang district, succumbed to severe burn injuries at a hospital in Siling on 30
July. Tenzin Khedup, 24, who also self-immolated with Ngawang Norphel on 20
July, died on the spot.

In a graphic video footage recently obtained by the Central Tibetan Administra-
tion, based in India, seriously burned Ngawang Norphel articulates the reasons
for their self-immolation: the survival of Tibetan culture, language, and identity.
“[This is] for the sake of Tibet. We are in the land of snow. If we don’t have our
freedom, cultural traditions and language, it would be extremely embarrassing for
us. We must therefore learn them. Every nationality needs freedom, language and
tradition,” he said. The

Yesterday’s prayer service at the Tsuglagkhang was attended by entire officials
of the Central Tibetan Administration. “We express deep condolence and soli-
darity with all those Tibetans who have sacrificed their lives of the just cause of
Tibet,” the department of religion and culture said in a statement.



Dickyi Choezom

Age: 40

Occupation: housewife

Date of self-immolation: 27 June 2012

Place: Kegyu town, Yulshul, Kham,
FEastern Tibet

Current status: Unknown

hitp:] | wwm.phaynl.com/ news/ article.aspx?id=31688»1=1

Land seizure protests in Keygudo prompts self-immolation
Phayul, July 04, 2012

DHARAMSHALA: The Tibetan woman who self-immolated in Keygudo, east-
ern Tibet, last Wednesday has now been identified as Dickyi Choezom, a mother
of two in her 40s.

Phayul had earlier quoted the Beijing based Tibetan writer Woeser on reports
of the self-immolation.

The Tibetan Parliament-in-Exile in a release Monday said that Dickyi Choezom
set herself on fire on June 27, at around 2 pm (local time) in Keygu town near

the Dhondupling Monastery.

“Dickyi Choezom set herself on fire during a public protest against Chinese
government policies of forced eviction and land seizures in the region,” the Ti-

betan Patliament said.

“Around 70 Tibetan families, taking part in the protest, wete raising slogans for

‘Right over our own land’ and ‘Rights over our own wealth.”

Chinese security personnel at the scene of the protest doused the flames and
took Dickyi Choezom away, reportedly to a hospital in Siling, There is no further

information available on her wellbeing.

Speaking to Phayul, Lobsang Sangay, an exile monk with contacts in the region
said that following Dickyi Choezom’s self-immolation, two of her relatives, who

were both taking part in the protest, were severely beaten and briefly arrested.
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“Tashi Yangzom and Tashi Dhondup were singled out, severely beaten and
arrested by the police,” Sangay said. “Many of the gathered Tibetans demanded
their release, threatening to set themselves on fire. The two were released later in

the day carrying serious injuries.”

Tibetans in Keygudo have been protesting China’s redevelopment plans that
have ousted them from their ancestral lands to make way for government build-

ings following the devastating April 2010 earthquake.

In April last year, around 300 Tibetans had led a mass protest in the main in-
tersection of the town against the government takeover of their land. Many of
the protesters were wounded and several detained in the bloody crackdown that
followed.

Dickyi Choezom’s self-immolation came exactly a week after two young Ti-
betans, Ngawang Norphel and Tenzin Khedup self-immolated in the region de-
manding the return of His Holiness the Dalai Lama from exile and freedom in
Tibet.

The Tibetan parliament condemned the repressive policies of the Chinese gov-

ernment, blaming them for the ongoing wave of self-immolations in Tibet.

“Until China changes its repressive policies, self-immolations will continue in-
side Tibet,” the lawmakers said. “China must bear full responsibility for the pro-
tests.”

hitp:/ | www.theprisma.co.nk/ 2012/ 08/ 05/ bodies-of-protest-self-immolation-in-tibet/

Bodies of protets: self-immolation in Tibet
The Prisma, August 5, 2012

Though Tibetan Buddhism states that violence towards oneself is prohibited
it is tolerated in the Mahayana Buddhist tradition and in the 23rd chapter of the
Lotus Sutra, which recounts the self-immolation of the Medicine King.

The act became well documented in the West during the Vietnam war (1955-
1975) With television sets beaming protests in South Vietnam where Tibetan
Monks were recorded setting themselves on fire in protest to the oppressive Ro-
man Catholic regime of Ngo Dinh Diem.
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The most famous of which Thich Quang Durc prompted international outrage

and the widespread condemnation of the American occupation.

On June 27th of 2012 Dickyi Choezom, a woman in her 40s and mother of
two, set herself on fire in protest to land seizures and forced removal of families
from their homes in Keygudo, Eastern Tibet.

The Chinese authorities plan to build government offices on the land after mas-

sive earthquakes in China.

Dickyi Choezom’s self-immolation occurred a week after two young Tibetan’s,
Ngawang Norphel and Tenzin Khedup, self-immolated in protest to the exile of
the Dalai Lama.

On April 19th two more Tibetan’s, Choephag Kyab and Sonam from Ngaba,
Eastern Tibet, both in their 20s, self-immolated in protest to continued Chinese

occupation.

On February 19th, 18 year old Nangdrol set himself on fire raising slogans
reading ‘long life of his holiness the Dalai LLama’ and ‘“freedom for Tibet’. He
died at the site of his protest.

The Chinese authorities blame the exiled Dalai Lama for inciting individuals to
commiit the act so to further highlight his political agenda in the West.

The Dalai Lama has been quoted as saying he does not support or agree with
self-immolation but he does admire the courage of those who commit self-Im-

molation.

The Dalai L.ama himself has called for investigations into the real causes of

self-immolations in Tibet.

Video footage emerged early this year showing Chinese security personnel
pushing down and kicking a man whilst on fire.

Tenzin Chokyi, the general secretary of the Tibetan Youth Congress, asserted
that the “absolute barbarism” employed by Chinese authorities compels the pro-
test to continue and thrive amongst Tibetan’s stating that “seeing their sacrifice
only reinforces our determination to work for a free Tibet more resolutely and

strongly”.

Prominent Tibetan poet Tsering Woeser, who is under house arrest in Beijing,

has called for unity amongst all Tibetan intellectuals and political figures to call
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for an end to the deadly form of protest.

In a mission statement Woeser along with other prominent Tibetan figures af-

firmed that “Tibetans must cherish life and live with resilience.

Regardless of the magnitude of oppression, our life is important, and we have

to cherish it”.

Whatever the cause the apparent cult of self-immolation has become for many

the only means to protest against the oppressive regime of China

Tsewang Dorjee

Age: 22

Occupation: businessman

Date of self-immolation: 7 July 2012
Place: Damshung region, Central Tibet

Current status: deceased

China: 43rd Tibetan Sets Himself on Fire
By Eward Wong, The New York Times, July 11, 2012

A Tibetan man in his 20s set himself on fire in a village near Lhasa, the Tibetan
capital, according to reports by Radio Free Asia and Free Tibet, an advocacy
group. The self-immolation took place on Saturday and was the 43rd self-im-
molation since 2009 in protest of Chinese rule in a Tibetan area, the Radio Free
Asia report said. The condition of the man was unclear. Free Tibet said he was
Tsewang Dorjee, 22, a nomad. Radio Free Asia, citing a person from Lhasa,
said the self-immolation took place in an area that Tibetans call Damshung, and
the Chinese call Dangxiong. The Chinese government has denounced the self-
immolations as the work of separatists. In May, two men self-immolated in Lhasa
in front of the Jokhang, the holiest temple of Tibetan Buddhism. The Chinese
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government generally does not allow foreigners, including foreign journalists,
to travel independently to Lhasa or other parts of central Tibet. Many areas in
eastern Tibet, the region where most of the self-immolations have taken place,

are now also closed to foreigners.

Chinese officials deny reports of latest Tibetan self-immolation
By Tania Branigan in Beijing, Guardian, 11 July 2012

A young Tibetan nomad set himself on fire near the Tibetan capital of Lhasa

on Saturday, a campaign group has said.

More than 40 monks, nuns and lay people have self-immolated in Tibetan areas
of western China in the last year and a half, according to exiles. But the new case
is only the fourth to have taken place in the Tibet Autonomous Region.

The Free Tibet campaign named the young man as Tsewang Dorjee, 22. It said
he set fire to himself in a market place in Damshung county — known in Chinese
as Dangxiong — near Lhasa. Security personnel put out the flames and took him

to hospital, but his condition and whereabouts were unknown, the group added.

Another source told US-based Radio Free Asia (RFA) that the man had called
for the long life of the Dalai Lama. Chinese authorities have accused the exiled
Tibetan spiritual leader of inciting the self-immolations, while he has blamed
Beijing’s policies. He said this week he had to remain “neutral” on the issue.

Free Tibet added there were reports that witnesses to the latest self-immolation
had been detained. The group’s director, Stephanie Brigden, said: “China’s de-
termination to maintain ‘internal’ stability is exposed by the extreme response
to Tibetan acts of protest: arbitrary detentions, communications blackouts and

banning foreigners.

“The media and international observers do nothing to address Tibetan griev-

ances nor to convince the international community that all is well in Tibet.”

The group said Damshung residents had been told not to discuss what had hap-
pened and both the group and a soutce cited by RFA said a security crackdown
had cut off all telephone lines to Damshung;

RFA said an officer at the Damshung police station denied the incident. Offi-
cials in Damshung and Lhasa could not be reached.
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Self-immolator identified as Tsewang Dotjee, All witnesses arrested
Phayul, July 10, 2012

DHARAMSHALA, July 10: The Tibetan man who set himself on fire on July
7 has now been identified as Tsewang Dorjee, a 22-year-old nomad from Dam-
shung, central Tibet.

The Dharamshala based Tibetan Parliament-in-Exile in a release today said Tse-
wang Dorjee set himself on fire in the centre of Damshung, at a place of where

people gather in large numbers.

“Tsewang Dorjee raised slogans and set himself on fire in protest against the
Chinese government,” the Tibetan Patliament said. “Barely three minutes into
his protest, Chinese security personnel arrived at the scene, doused the flames

and took him to a hospital.”
The patliament also expressed fears of his death.

“No one was allowed to meet him after his protest. Reports suggest that Tse-
wang Dorjee passed away later that night.”

He is survived by his old mother.

Earlier reports had indicated that Tsewang Dorjee was taken to a hospital in the

adjoining city of Lhasa with no reports about his well-being.

The Tibetan Parliament noted that the entire Damshung region is currently
reeling under a heavy lockdown and people who witnessed Tsewang Dorjee’s

self-immolation have since been arrested.

“All communication lines have been cut in Damshung. Even for people living in

the nearby areas such as Lhasa are unable to reach Damshung.”

“The Chinese authorities in the region have arrested all the people who wit-
nessed Tsewang Dorjee’s self-immolation protest and have passed strict orders

barring anyone from speaking about the protest,” the release said.

Since 2009, the number of Tibetans who have set themselves on fire demanding
freedom in Tibet and the return of His Holiness the Dalai LLama from exile have
now reached 43.



291

Damshung, which means “chosen valley” in Tibetan, is a hub of pastoral pro-
duction and commerce. The region has been subjected to China’s unpopular
rangeland policies, including the fencing of grasslands and restrictions over live-

stock development.

hitp:/ | wwmw.examiner.com/ article/ witnesses-to-recent-self-immolation-arrested

Witnesses to recent self-immolation arrested
By Harold Mandel, Examiner, 10 July 2012

There has been another tragic self-immolation in Tibet. In an article on July 10,
2012 Phayul.com reported “ Self-immolating youth identified as Tsewang Dorjee
. On July 7, 2012 a 22-year-old nomad from Damshung, central Tibet, Tsewang
Dorjee, set himself on fire. The Tibetan Parliament-in-Exile based in Dharam-
shala, India said in a recent press release that Tsewang Dorjee set himself on fire

in the centre of Damshung, at a place of where people gather in large numbers.

The Tibetan Parliament said “Tsewang Dorjee raised slogans and set himself
on fire in protest against the Chinese government. Barely three minutes into
his protest, Chinese security personnel arrived at the scene, doused the flames
and took him to a hospital.” The Tibetan patliament went on to report that
no one was allowed to meet him after his protest and reports have suggested
that Tsewang Dorjee passed away later that night. The Tibetan Parliament has
also reported that the entire Damshung region is currently being held under a
heavy lockdown and people who witnessed Tsewang Dorjee’s self-immolation
have since been arrested. The communication lines have been cut in Damshung,
It is even impossible for people living in the nearby ateas such as Lhasa to reach

Damshung;

The Tibetan Parliament has also reported that the Chinese authorities in the
region have arrested all the people who witnessed Tsewang Dortjee’s self-immo-
lation. Furthermore, there ate strict orders barring anyone from speaking about
the protest. Damshung, which means “chosen valley” in Tibetan, is a center of
pastoral production and commerce. This region has been subjected to China’s
unpopular rangeland policies, which have included the fencing of grasslands and

restrictions over livestock development.
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End repressive policies in Tibet: Exile leadership tells China
By Tendar Tsering, Phayul, July 13, 2012

DHARAMSHALA, July 13: The exile Tibetan leadership warned China that
the ongoing wave of self-immolations inside Tibet will not abate unless Beijing
ends its repressive policies inside Tibet and addressed the genuine grievances of
the Tibetan people .

“Leaders in Beijing must understand that self-immolations will not stop unless
China ends its repressive policies inside Tibet,” acting Kalon Tripa Dr Tsering
Wangchuk said today.

The Tibetan Health Minister was speaking at a mass prayer session held in
honour of Tsewang Dortjee, a 22-year-old nomad, who set himself on fire on
July 7 in the main market of Damshung, about 160 kms from capital Lhasa, in an
apparent protest against China’s continued occupation of Tibet.

The Central Tibetan Administration earlier said that Tsewang Dorjee shouted
slogans for the long life of His Holiness the Dalai LLama before Chinese security

forces put out the flame and bundled him away.

Tsewang Dorjee passed away after suffering 90 percent burn, CTA said in a

release.

“We mourn for the loss of lives of Tsewang Dorjee and Dhargey, 25, who set
himself on fire in a twin self-immolation protest in Lhasa on May 27,” Kalon
Wangchuk said. “We pray for the departed souls and pay our condolences to their

family members.”

The prayer service, organised by the Department of Religion and Culture, CTA
was led by H.E. Kirti Rinpoche. Members of the Tibetan administration along
with hundreds of Tibetans and foreigners attended the mass service at the Tsug-
la Khang, the main temple.

The Tibetan Parliament-in-Exile, following Tsewang Dorjee’s self-immolation
protest, said that the entire Damshung region is reeling under a heavy security
lockdown and people who witnessed the self-immolation protest have been ar-
rested.
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“The Chinese authorities in the region have arrested all the people who wit-
nessed Tsewang Dortjee’s self-immolation protest and have passed strict orders

barring anyone from speaking about the protest,” the Tibetan Parliament said.

Since 2009, 43 Tibetans set themselves on fire demanding freedom in Tibet and
return of the Tibetan spiritual leader the Dalai Lama from exile.

With Tsewang Dorjee’s death, 34 Tibetans have now passed away in their self-
immolation protests. Six Tibetans have sustained serious injuries and are report-
edly in critical conditions while the well-being and whereabouts of four Tibetan

self-immolators still remain unknown.

Damshung Self-Immolator Dies From His Injuries
1VOA News, 10 July 2012

The Tibetan man who set himself on fire July 7 in Damshung, in the Tibet Au-
tonomous Region, has been identified as Tsewang Dorjee, a 22-year-old native of

Damshung, a small town around 85 miles north of Lhasa.

The India based Tibetan Parliament-in-Exile in a release today said that Tse-
wang Dorjee set himself on fire at a place in town where people normally gather
in large numbers and that he had “ raised slogans and set himself on fire in pro-

test against the Chinese government”.

Dorjee’s self-immolation took place around midday, and he is reported to have

walked for several steps while still ablaze.

In an interview with VOA, Phuntsok, an exile Tibetan originally from the
Damshung area, says that Tsewang Dorjee had succumbed to his injuries later
that night in the county hospital, contrary to eatlier reports that he had been

transported to Lhasa.

However Dorjee’s state or exact whereabouts cannot be confirmed as the exile
Tibetan Parliament has stated that no one had been allowed to meet or see him
after he was taken from the scene by security forces. Dortjee is survived by his
old mother.

Exile Tibetans with contacts in the region say that there had been heavy security
presence in Damshung immediately following the protest and that communica-

tions in and out of the region have now been cut off.
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Another exile source told VOA that immediately following the self-immola-
tion, all witnesses to the act were rounded up and ordered not to talk about what

they had witnessed to anyone.

This is the 4* self-immolation protest to have taken place inside the Tibet Au-
tonomous Region and the 43" reported since February 2009 to have taken place

across different Tibetan areas inside China.

Self-immolator Tsewang Dorjee Dies
Tibet.net, July 11, 2012

DHARAMSHALA: The Central Tibetan Administration said it is seriously
concerned about the latest situation in Tibet involving a self-immolation of one
more Tibetan in Tibet on 7 July.

Reports coming out of Tibet say Tsewang Dorjee, 22, a nomadic herder, set
himself on fire in the main market of Damshung, about 160 kms from capital
Lhasa, to protest against the Chinese government. He shouted slogans for the
long life of His Holiness the Dalai Lama. Security forces then put out the flame

and bundled him away.

A latest report received by the Central Tibetan Administration says Tsewang
Dorjee, who suffered 90 percent burn, has died.

The situation in the area remains tense, as authorities have tightened security

in the region by detaining eyewitnesses and cutting off telecommunication lines.

Moreover, many areas in eastern Tibet, the region where most of the self-im-
molations have taken place, are now also closed to foreigners, reported The New
York Times.

The number of self-immolation incidents in Tibet since 2009 has now reached
43. The self-immolators have called for freedom and the return of His Holiness

the Dalai Lama to his homeland.
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Lobsang Lozin

Age: 18

Occupation: Monk

Date of self-immolation: 17 July 2012
Place: in Tsodun Kirti Monastery, Barkham,
Amdo, Northeastern Tibet

Current status: Deceased

Teenage Tibetan monk dies after setting himself on fire in China
Guardian and the Associated Press in Beijing, 18 July 2012

An 18-year-old monk has died after setting himself on fire in south-west China,
in the latest of dozens of self-immolations by Tibetans in the past 16 months,
the Tibetan government-in-exile said.

Lobsang Lozin, from the Gyalrong Tsodun Kirti monastery, set himself alight
around noon and local Tibetans blocked a bridge to prevent police from moving
in, according to the exiled government based in Dharamsala, India.

A photo shared by the government-in-exile showed a blackened body lying on
the ground engulfed in flame. Three people were praying as they lowered their
heads and put their palms together.

The various reports on Lozin’s death differed on where he died, but the Kirti
monastery has been a centre of dissent against China for years, and two of its
monks died of self-immolation on 30 March.

The Chinese government’s intense crackdown has included “re-educating”
monks and increasing security and surveillance at the monastery and the sur-

rounding area.

The monastery is in the Ngaba Tibetan autonomous prefecture in Sichuan

province.

The International Campaign for Tibet says 42 Tibetans have self-immolated
since March 2011. The Chinese government has confirmed some but not all of
such protests and gave no information on Tuesday’s death.



296

Activists say the self-immolations are protests against Beijing’s heavy-handed
rule in the region. China has blamed the Dalai I.ama for inciting them, which the

exiled spiritual leader denies.

One More Tibetan Self-Immolates in Ngaba
Tibet.net, July 17,2012

DHARAMSHALA: The Central Tibetan Administration has learnt with deep
concern the latest self-immolation and death of an 18-year-old Tibetan monk in

Ngaba in northeastern Tibet at around noon today.

Lobsang Lozin, a monk of Gyalrong Tsodun Kirti Monastery in Bharkham, set
himself on fire shouting slogans and marched towards town office around 12:00
hrs (local time) today. He died on the spot.

Prayer services and preparations for his funeral to be held today evening are

underway.

Lobsang Lozin, son of Jorgye and Tsepopo, was one of the best students in
Tsodun Kirti Monastery.

Gyalrong Tsodun Kirti Monastery is located about 85 km from Barkham.
Fears of confrontation

A large contingent of armed police are moving towards Barkham following the
incident. Local Tibetans have blocked a bridge to prevent the police, raising fears
of confrontation between the two.

On 30 March this year, two monks from the same monastery, Chime Palden and
Tenpa Dhargyal, died of self-immolation.

With today’s incident, 44 Tibetans have set themselves on fire in Tibet in protest
against the Chinese government since 2009. They have shouted slogans demand-
ing freedom and the return of His Holiness the Dalai Lama to Tibet.

Breaking: Teenage Tibetan monk burns self to death
Phayul, July 17, 2012

A teenage Tibetan monk set himself on fire today in an apparent protest against
the Chinese government in the beleaguered region of Ngaba, eastern Tibet.
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Lobsang Lozin, 18, set himself on fire at around 12 noon near his monastery’s
main prayer hall and began walking towards the local Chinese office in flames
before falling down.

“Lobsang Lozin, a monk of the Gyalrong Tsodun Kriti Monastery, set his body
on fire near the monastery’s main prayer hall around noon today and walked in
the direction of the county’s local office engulfed in flames,” Kanyag Tsering, a
monk at the exile base of Kirit Monastery in Dharamshala said. “Lobsang Lozin

succumbed to his burns and passed away at the site of his protest.”

Lobsang Lozin was heard shouting many slogans but it is still not clear what

these slogans were.

According to the Dharamshala based Tibetan Centre for Human Rights and
Democracy, monks at Lobsang Lozin’s monastery took his body inside and are
currently holding prayers and rituals for the deceased.

“Lobsang will be cremated later in the evening,” TCHRD said.

The rights group expressed fear of confrontation after local Tibetans blocked a

bridge to stop Chinese armed forces from reaching the monastery.

“Following the self-immolation, a large number of security personnel including
People’s Armed Police came rushing towards the monastery but were met with
strong resistance from the local Tibetans who tried to stop the security person-
nel at the bridge near the monastery,” TCHRD said. “It is feared that the tense
stand-off between the security personnel and local Tibetans might get worse.”

Son of Jorgyal and Tsepopo, Lobsang LLozin has been described as an exem-

plary student with excellent track record in his monastic studies.

The Central Tibetan Administration in a release today said it was “deeply con-

cerned” at the tense situation in the region.

Gyalrong Tsodun Kirti monastery is located some 80 kilometers away in the
north of Barkham County town. It is one of the biggest Gelug monasteries in
Gyalrong region and has over 300 monks.

On March 30 earlier this year, two monks from the same monastery, Chime
Palden (21) and Tenpa Dhargyal (22), set themselves on fire in protest over Chi-

na’s continued occupation of Tibet.

With today’s incident, 45 Tibetans have set themselves on fire since 2009 de-
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manding freedom in Tibet and the return of the Dalai Lama from exile.

Lobsang Lozin, Tibet Monk, Sets Self On Fire
The Associated Press, 17 July 2012

BEIJING — An 18-year-old monk set himself on fire and died in southwestern
China on Tuesday in the latest of dozens of self-immolations by Tibetans in the
past 16 months, the Tibetan government-in-exile said

Lobsang Lozin, from the Gyalrong Tsodun Kirti Monastery, died after setting
himself on fire around noon and local Tibetans blocked a bridge to prevent

police from moving in, the exile government based in Dharamsala, India, said.

A photo shared by the government-in-exile showed a blackened body lying on
the ground and engulfed in flame. Three people in the background were praying
as they lowered their heads and put their palms together.

The various reports on Lozin’s death differed on where he died, but the Kirti
monastery has been a center of dissent against China for years, and two of its
monks died of self-immolation March 30. The Chinese government’s intense
crackdown has included re-educating monks and increasing security and surveil-

lance at the monastery and the surrounding area.

The monastery is in the Ngaba Tibetan autonomous prefecture in Sichuan

province.

The International Campaign for Tibet says 42 Tibetans have self-immolated
since March 2011. The Chinese government has confirmed some but not all of
them and gave no information on Tuesday’s death.

Activists say the self-immolations are in protest of Beijing’s heavy-handed rule
in the region. China has blamed the Dalai LLama for inciting them, which the

exiled spiritual leader denies.

Teenage Tibetan monk self-immolates in China
By Jill Langlois, Global Post, July 18, 2012

Lobsang Lozin, a teenage Tibetan Buddhist monk, died after setting himself on

fire in China’s Sichuan province, one of many self-immolation protests against
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Chinese rule.

The 18-year-old monk set himself alight in Bharkham county as he marched
toward a government office, reported Agence France-Presse. Lozin died on the

spot.

The teenager became the 44th Tibetan to self-immolate since 2009, according
to CNN. Self-immolation has become a common form of protest for Tibetans
who want autonomy from China and what they consider repressive government

policies.

Rights group Free Tibet said local Tibetans created a human shield around the
Kirti Monastery, where Lozin took his own life, to prevent Chinese armed police
from entering the site, reported UPL

“Chinese forces began to make their way to the monastery but local Tibetans
gathered to prevent them from proceeding,” Free Tibet said.

According to AFP, two other monks from the same monastery as Lozin also

set themselves on fire.

UPI reported that Tibetan activists said Chinese security officials have used
force to quiet protesting monks, whereas Beijing claims it’s the Tibetan activists

who are the reason for growing tensions.

The Dalai Lama has remained silent on the issue of self-immolation, according
to CNN, refusing to answer questions earlier this year on the subject of whether
monks should stop setting themselves on fire in protest.

http:/ | www.voanews.com/ content/ beijing_criticized_over_tibetan_monks_self-immolation_
suicide/ 1418525 . html

Beijing Pressured After Teen Monk Self-Immolates
By Michael Lipin, I"OA News, 17 July 2012

The London-based rights group Free Tibet says the death of an 18-year-old
Tibetan monk in a self-immolation protest in southwest China Tuesday should
prompt international pressure on Beijing to “let Tibetans decide their own fu-

ture.”

In a written statement, Free Tibet director Stephanie Brigden said Tuesday’s sui-
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cide of Lobsang Lozin in Sichuan province shows that Tibetan calls for freedom
now are “overwhelming.” Activists have reported more than 40 self-immolations
since 2009 by Tibetans protesting what they see as repressive government poli-
cies. Some of the self-immolations have been fatal.

Tibetan activists said Lozin set himself on fire at Gyalrong Tsodun Kirti Mon-
astery in Ngaba Tibetan autonomous prefecture in Sichuan province, and walked

toward a local government office shouting slogans.

“Some say he walked around 100 steps toward the Chinese communist party
office in Ngaba, yet we cannot confirm this,” said Kanyag Tsering, a Dharamsala-

based representative of Kirti monastery. “And then he fell down and died.”

Administrators of the Tibetan government-in-exile, which is also based in the
Indian city, expressed “deep concern” about Lozin’s death and said Chinese
authorities sent a large contingent of armed police to the monastery’s town,

Barkham, in an apparent bid to prevent further unrest.

Activists said local Tibetans blocked a bridge to prevent police from reaching
the monastery.

According to Tsering, resident monks moved quickly to retrieve the teenager’s
body.

“The monks have cleaned his body, brought it in the monastery and said
prayers,” said Tsering, ““The unusual thing is that they are preparing to cremate
his body tonight. According to Tibetan custom, they would usually keep the body
for a few days and cremate it on an appropriate day. But since they are cremating
it tonight, it shows that the monks fear that Chinese officials will take away his
body.”

There was no immediate comment on the incident from the Chinese govern-
ment, but Beijing has said Tibetans enjoy religious freedom and higher living

standards resulting from China’s economic development.

Tibetans have long accused Beijing of suppressing and eroding their culture
by flooding Tibetan regions with Han Chinese, the county’s main ethnic group.

Activists posted a photo on the Internet purporting to show Lozin on fire.
Two other monks from the same monastery died after setting themselves on fire
on March 30. The monastery is one of the region’s largest, with more than 300

monks.
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Young Tibetan dies after self-immolation
By China News Center, July 19, 2012

BEIJING (UPI) — An 18-year-old Tibetan monk died after setting himself
on fire in southwest China, the latest such protest by Tibetans in that country,
Tibetan exiles said.

The Web site of the Tibetan government in exile in Dharamshala, India, identi-
fied the victim of the Tuesday incident as Lobsang Lozin, a monk of Gyalrong
Tsodum Kirti Monastery in Bharkham County in Sichuan province.

The report said Lobsang Lozin “died on the spot” after setting himself on fire
at noon local time as he shouted slogans and marched toward the town office.
The report said he was one of the best students at the monastery, adding local
Tibetans blocked a bridge to prevent a large police force from moving in.

It was the 44th incident of self-immolation by Tibetans since 2009 to protest
Chinese rule of Tibet.

Free Tibet, a rights group in London, says the latest death should prompt inter-

national pressure on Beijing to “let Tibetans decide their own future.”

Free Tibet Director Stephanie Brigden said in a statement Lobsang Lozin’s
death showed Tibetan calls for freedom now are “overwhelming,” the Voice of

America reported.

The report said there was no immediate comment on the incident from the
Chinese government. In the past, China has stressed Tibetans enjoy religious
freedom and higher living standards.

China has blamed the self-immolations on what it calls outcasts or troublemak-
ers. However, a US. State Department official said last month they are the des-

perate acts of people protesting denial of basic human rights.

Self-Immolator Lobsang Lozin Laid to Rest
Tibet.net, July 19, 2012

DHARAMSHALA: Lobsang Lozin, 18-year-old monk who died of self-immo-
lation in Ngaba on 17 July, was laid to rest on that day.

A report coming out of Tibet say Lobsang’s body was offered to fishes by con-
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signing it to waters near Gyalrong Tsodun Kirti Monastery.

Local Tibetans were able to block a large armed police force from laying siege
to the monastery. The police are standing guard on the other side of the river,
the report say.

Local Tibetans took part in day-long prayer services for the departed soul at
the monastery yesterday. Shops and restaurants remained closed as a mark of

respect and grief.

Since 2009, Lobsang Lozin and 43 other Tibetans have set themselves on fire
in protest against the Chinese rule in Tibet. The self-immolators have called for
freedom and the return of His Holiness the Dalai LL.ama to Tibet.

“... They [self-immolation of Tibetans| serve as a clear indictment of the Chi-
nese government’s failed policies for Tibet: policies founded on political oppres-
sion, social marginalization, cultural assimilation and environmental destruction.
These are the root causes of the demonstrations and the deaths. Were the Chi-
nese government to offer to resolve the issue of Tibet peacefully through dia-
logue, the self-immolations would end immediately,” Kalon Tripa Dr Lobsang
Sangay wrote in the Washington Post.

Prayer Service Held for Lobsang Lozin and Other Self-immolaters
Tibet.net, July 20, 2012

DHARAMSHALA: A prayer service organised by the Department of Reli-
gion and Culture, Central Tibetan Administration was held at the Tsuklagkhang
temple yesterday to mourn the demise of Lobsang Lozin.

Lobsang Lozin (18), a monk from the Tsodun Kirti monastery, set himself on
fire in Barkham, Ngaba in Northeastern Tibet protesting against the unjust poli-
cies of the Chinese government in Tibet on 17 July 2012.

He is the 44th Tibetan to self-immolate in tibet against the Chinese government
since 2009.

Kalon Dicki Chhoyang read out the the Kashag’s message of condolence to
the gathering,

The prayer service was presided over by the abbot of Namgyal monastery and
attended by all the officials and staff of the Central Tibetan Administration as
well as by the general Tibetan public.
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Lobsang Tsultrim

Age: 21

Occupation: Monk

Date of self-immolation: 6 August 2012

Place: in Martyr Street in Ngaba, Amdo,
Northeastern Tibet

Current status: Deceased

Self-immolator identified as Kirti monk Lobsang Tsultrim
Phaynl, August 07, 2012

DHARAMSHALA, August 7: The Tibetan who self-immolated yesterday in
Ngaba, castern Tibet has been identified as 21-year-old Lobsang Tsultrim, a
monk at the Kirti Monastery.

In a release today the exile seat of the Kirti Monastery in Dharamshala said
Lobsang Tsultrim set himself on fire at around 5.05 pm (local time) yesterday.

“Lobsang Tsltrim set himself on fire and began running down a street near

29

the Kirti Monastery, now renamed as ‘Martyr Street,” the release said. “He was
knocked down on the ground and the fire extinguished by Chinese special armed

forces stationed there.”

With flames leaping out of his body, the young monk was heard raising slogans,
but they were inaudible.

According to eyewitnesses, Lobsang Tsultrim was alive when the Chinese spe-

cial forces took him away.

“Lobsang Tsultrim was bundled away into a vehicle and was first taken to the
town hospital where he was kept for neatly half an hour,” the release said. “He

was then whisked away to an undisclosed location.”

According to Kirti Monastery, Lobsang Tsultrim joined the monastery at a
young age and was classmates with Lobsang Phuntsok, the monk who passed
away in his self-immolation protest last year.

During the 2008 Tibetan uprisings, Lobsang Tsultrim was arrested from the
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monastery and was severely beaten by Chinese security forces.

The Central Tibetan Administration in a release today reiterated its appeal to
the Chinese government to “address the underlying causes which are pushing

Tibetans to set themselves on fire.”

Since 2009, 46 Tibetans have set themselves on fire demanding the return of
His Holiness the Dalai Lama from exile and freedom in Tibet.

The Ngaba region alone has witnessed 29 of those of fiery sacrifices, with
monks and former monks of the Kirti Monastery, leading the protests.

One More Tibetan Self-Immolates
Tibet.net, August 7, 2012

DHARAMSHALA: Reports coming out of Tibet say a Tibetan monk of Kirti

monastery self-immolated in Ngaba in north-eastern Tibet yesterday.

Lobsang Tsultrim, 21, set himself on fire while shouting slogans demanding the
return of His Holiness the Dalai L.ama to Tibet on the street in Ngaba town at
around 5:05 pm. Special armed police stationed there knocked him down while
trying to douse the flame and bundled him off to the town hospital. After keep-
ing him for about half an hour in the hospital he was taken to an unknown

location.

One eyewitness said Lobsang Tsultrim did not die on the spot, adding that he
did not hear the wordings of many slogans that the monk shouted while leaping

in flame.

Lobsang Tsultrim joined Kirti Monastery at a young age. He was among those
monks of Kirti monastery who were arrested and severely beaten by the Chinese

security forces in 2008.

The Central Tibetan Administration reiterates its appeal to the Chinese govern-
ment to address the underlying causes which are pushing Tibetans to set them-

selves on fire.

Since 2009, 45 Tibetans have set themselves on fire in Tibet demanding the
return of His Holiness the Dalai Lama to his people and freedom in Tibet.
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Self-Immolator Lobsang Tsultrim Dies
Tibet.net, August 8, 2012

DHARAMSHALA: Lobsang Tsultrim, the 21-year-old Tibetan monk of Kirti
Monastery who self-immolated against the Chinese government this Monday (6

August), died that night, a fresh report coming out of Tibet says.

Lobsang Tsultrim succumbed to his burn injuries at a hospital at around 12:00
pm, few moments after arriving at Barkham. The Chinese authorities took him

away minutes after he set himself on fire on the main market street in Ngaba.

The Chinese authorities burned the body and handed over the ashes to his fam-
ily members, who earlier demanded to take the body into their custody.

Lobsang Tsultrim walked few steps after setting himself on fire while shout-
ing slogans demanding “the return of His Holiness the Dalai Lama and Kirti
Rinpoche to Tibet,” and “the re-opening of Kirti monastic school”.

Lobsang Tsultrim, son of Tsewang and Donkar Kyi, is a native of Ngaba.

Since 2009, 45 Tibetans have set themselves on fire in Tibet demanding the
return of His Holiness the Dalai LLama to his people and freedom in Tibet. 36

have died and the whereabouts of others remain unknown.

China hands over ashes of deceased Kirti monk to family
TCHRD, 09 August 2012

The Chinese authorities on Tuesday handed over the ashes of the 21-year old
Tibetan monk, Lobsang Tsultrum, to the latter’s family in Ngaba (Chinese: Aba)
county, depriving the deceased a proper cremation according to Buddhist rites

and rituals.

Lobsang Tsultrum, a monk at Kirti monastery set himself on fire on Monday (6
August) and died the same day around midnight at a hospital in Barkham (Chi-
nese: Ma’erkang), capital of Ngaba Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture, Sichuan

Province.

“The Chinese authorities cremated the charred body, and returned the ashes
Lobsang’s family,”Kanyag Tsering, a monk at the India-based Kirti monastery,
who has close contact with people in Ngaba said yesterday evening,
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“They didn’t let the family cremate Lobsang’s body, they just returned the ashes
after cremating the charred body making the family very sad.”

Lobsang Tsultrum set himself on fire on the street below the Kirti monastery
known as “Martyrs’ Street”, named so after a series of self-immolation protests
took place there, Kanyag said.

The 21-year old monk had suffered beatings at the hands of the Chinese po-
lice during the 2008 uprising that rocked many areas in Tibet, including Ngaba.
“Lobsang is fond of playing basketball and he is a member of a local team,”

Kanyag quoted locals as saying;

He is the classmate of monk Phuntsok, who had succumbed to burn injuries in
March 2011 after setting himself on fire demanding for ‘freedom in Tibet’ and
‘return of the Dalai Lama to Tibet’.

According to the same source, Lobsang had shouted slogans for the ‘return
the Dalai Lama and return of Kirti Rinpoche from exile.” Kanyag also said that
Lobsang had also demanded the reopening of a school at Kirti monastery which
was closed down by the authorities in 2003 after the school refused to teach
Chinese language, and add exercise period as part of the school curriculum for

the monk-students.

Citing sources in Tibet, Kanyag said Lobsang had left a note before setting
himself on fire, but he is unable to retrieve it at the time of reporting this infor-

mation.

“If the Chinese government has any respect and concern for Tibetan lives, they
must address the underlying problems that cause these self-immolation protests,”
said Tsering Tsomo, the executive director of Tibetan Centre for Human Rights
and Democracy, adding that “violent crackdown and criminalising the acts of
self-immolation protests will not serve China’s professed aim in establishing ‘hat-
mony’ and ‘stability’ in Tibet.”

Lobsang Tsultrum became a monk at the Kirti Monastery since his childhood.
He belonged to the family of Tchashang Raru Zadhar Tsang and is survived by
his father, Tsewang and mother, Dolker Kyi.

Ngaba has been the nerve centre of the majority of Tibetan self-immolations,

where more than two dozens of Tibetans have set themselves on fire since 2009.
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Dolkar Tso

Age: 27

Occupation: farmer

Date of self-immolation: 7 August 2012

Place: near Tsoe Monastery, Amdo,
Northeastern Tibet

Current status: Deceased

Tibetan woman dies after setting herself alight
BBC News, 8 August 2012

More than 40 Tibetans have set themselves on fire since March 2011 in appar-

ent protest against Chinese rule.

A rights group said another man set himself alight in Sichuan province on Mon-

day. His condition was not known.

Chinese state media has confirmed some of the self-immolations but not all.

Foreign media are banned from the region, making reports hard to confirm.

Drung Gertso set herself alight at the Tso Monastery in the Gannan Tibetan
autonomous prefecture, Xinhua reported, citing a statement from the Commu-

nist Party in Gannan.

“Drung Gertso had intermittent mental disease, and she used to tell some of
her relatives that she would commit suicide owing to frustration over family con-
flicts,” Xinhua said.

A report from London-based-group Free Tibet, however, identified her as
26-year-old Dolkar Kyi.

Free Tibet said she shouted slogans calling for freedom in Tibet and the return
of the Dalai LLama, the exiled Tibetan spiritual leader.

The group also identified the man who set himself on fire in Sichuan province
as 21-year-old Lobsang Tsultrim from Kirti monastery in Aba county, which has

been the scene of many of the self-immolations.

“Local authorities drove him to the county hospital. He was removed after 30
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minutes and his current well-being and whereabouts are unknown,” Free Tibet

said in a statement.

Most of the self-immolations have taken place in ethnically Tibetan areas out-
side Tibet. China’s leaders blame the Dalai I.ama, the Tibetans’ exiled spiritual

leader, for inciting the self-immolations and encouraging separatism.

He rejects this, and both activist groups and the Tibetan government-in-exile
say the self-immolations are protests against tight Chinese control of the region

and religious repression.

hitp:] [ wmmidrranaddyorg/ ardbives/ 11117

Tibetan Woman Dies after Setting Herself on Fire
Irrawaddy, 8 August 2012

A Tibetan rights group says a 26-year-old woman has died after setting herself
on fire in west-central China’s Gansu Province. London-based Free Tibet said
Dolkar Kyi set fire to herself on Tuesday at Tso Monastery in Tso city in an
area that is of religious significance to Tibetan monks. The incident followed a
self-immolation by 21-year-old Buddhist monk Lobsang Tsultrim on Monday
in Sichuan Province. He was reported to be alive and was taken away by police.
More than 40 Tibetans have self-immolated in recent months to protest Beijing’s

heavy-handed rule in Tibetan regions.—AP

Young mother-of-two, monk take Tibet self-immolations count to 46
TibetanReview.net, August 08, 2012

Two more self-immolations in two days in Tibet have taken to 46 the number
of Tibetans who have staged such suicide protests against Chinese rule since Feb
2009. The latest incidents involved a young monk of Kirti Monastery in Ng-
aba (Chinese: Aba) County of Sichuan Province and a young mother of two in
Tsoe (Chinese: Hezuo) County of Kanlho (Chinese: Gannan) Prefecture, Gansu

Province.

Dolkar Tso, a 26-year-old mother of two, died after setting herself on fire near
a stupa at Tsoe Gaden Choeling Monastery at around 2.30 pm. REA.0rg (Radio
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Free Asia, Washington) Aug 7 cited sources as saying she took off her clothes
and burned herself as she kept shouting slogans calling for Tibet’s freedom and

the Dalai Lama’s return from exile.

Tibetan devotees circumambulating the monastery were reported to have put
out the fire but a barely alive Dolkar Tso asked monks who rushed to try to
save her to end her life in order that the Chinese may not get hold of her alive.
Washington-based International Campaign for Tibet (ICT) said Aug 7 the monks
took her to hospital but she could not be saved there. They then took her body
to her native village of Tasur in Nawu Township, located around 10 kilometres
from Tsoe City. People were reported to be flocking both to Tasur Village and at
Tso Monastery to offer prayers.

Dolkar Tso leaves behind a four-year old son and a two-year old daughter. ICIT
cited sources as saying that two days before the self-immolation, both she and her
husband were seen praying at every shrine in the monastery and both of them
going to Dolkar’s birth village rather than their home located in another village.

China’s official Xinhua news agency Aug 8 reported the self-immolation but
maintained that “Drung Gertso” (ie, Dolkar Tso) “had intermittent mental dis-
ease” and was estranged from both her and her husband’s families and commit-
ted suicide on account of it. It said she had worked for five months after this
year’s Chinese Spring Festival in Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region.

k ok ok

Dolkar Tso’s self-immolation protest came a day after monk Lobsang Tsultrim,
21, of Kirti Monastery immolated himself on the main Ngaba county highway
running lust below his monastery. The monk was reported to have staged the
fiery suicide protest just after 5:00 pm, shouting slogans calling for the Dalai
Lama’s return from exile and for the reuniting of the Tibetans in Tibet and in
exile. He attempted to walk along the street — which is referred to by the local
Tibetans as “Heroes’ (or Martyrs’) Street” because many of the past self-immo-
lation protests by Tibetans had taken place on it — towards the office building of
the Forestry Department before he fell to the ground.

Some reports said, however, that paramilitary police knocked him to the ground
and quickly put out the flames before throwing him in a vehicle and driving him
away. With more police than local residents reported to be present at the scene,

there was no chance for the Tibetan people to take custody of the monk. Initially
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kept briefly at the Ngaba County hospital, his conditions and whereabouts now

remain unknown.

Dharamsala-based Tibetan centre for Human Rights and Democracy Aug 8 said
the monk was detained and suffered severe beating at the hand of the Chinese
police during the suppression of the Mar-Apr 2008 Tibetan uprising protests. A
classmate of monk Lobsang Phuntsok who staged a self-immolation protest and
died in 2011, Lobsang Phutnsok is said to be fond of playing basketball and is a
member of a local team.

Woman Strips, Self-Immolates
RFEA, 2012-08-07

A Tibetan woman took off her clothes and self-immolated in a monastery’s
grounds Tuesday to protest Chinese rule in Gansu province in China’s northwest

region, sources inside Tibet said.

Dolkar Tso, a 26-year-old mother of two, died after setting herself on fire near a
stupa at the Tso monastery in the southern part of Kanlho (Gannan, in Chinese)

prefecture at around 2.30 p.m. local time, the sources said

The incident was witnessed by other Tibetans circumambulating the monastery,

and as they attempted to save her she told them to let her die.

“She took off her clothes and burned herself naked,” one source inside Tibet
said, citing eyewitnesses who heard her shout slogans calling for freedom in Tibet
and the return of exiled Tibetan spiritual leader the Dalai Lama.

“She survived initially when the Tibetans put out the fire, and when the local
monks arrived she called on them to hit her on the head with a stone and kill
her so that the Chinese would not take her into custody alive,” the source said,

speaking on condition of anonymity.

When the monks took Dolkar Tso to the monastery, her family members ar-
rived and insisted they take her home, but she died on the way, the sources said.

She was a resident of Tsoe Tasa village in the Kanlho area.

“Despite the best efforts of the Chinese government, Tibetan protests continue
and Tibetans continue to share information with the world about them,” said
London-based advocacy group Free Tibet’s director Stephanie Brigden.



311

“The Tibet Spring will not go away simply because the world chooses to look
away. It is time for leaders around the world to break the silence and speak out

for Tibetan freedom,” she said.
Religious significance

Free Tibet said the Tso monastery in Tso city is of great religious significance
to Tibetan Buddhists. People from the area participated in large-scale protests
against Chinese rule in 2008.

Dolkar Tso’s self-immolation was the 46th by Tibetans challenging Beijing’s rule
since the current wave of fiery protests began in February 2009, with nearly all
of the protests taking place in Tibetan-populated provinces in western China.

A day earlier, a Tibetan monk at the restive Kirti monastery in Ngaba (in Chi-
nese, Aba) Tibetan prefecture burned himself while protesting Chinese rule and
calling for the return of the Dalai Lama. He is believed to have been taken away

by Chinese security forces.

Lobsang Tsultrim, a 21-year-old monk from Kirti Monastery, set himself on fire
in Ngaba’s main street, which the local people have re-named “Martyrs Street”
due to the large number of Tibetans who have self-immolated there.

“Following his protest, local authorities drove him to the county hospital. He
was removed after 30 minutes and his current well-being and whereabouts are

unknown,” Free Tibet said.

Lobsang Tsultrim, a keen basketball player, was beaten by Chinese forces for

taking part in demonstrations against Chinese rule in 2008, it said.
Underlying problems

Tibetan groups say the wave of self-immolation protests will continue until the
underlying problems in the Tibetan-populated areas are addressed by the Chinese

authorities.

Beijing’s increased restrictions in the wake of the burnings have only served to
increase the sense of injustice and discrimination felt by Tibetans under Chinese
rule, said U.S.-based International Campaign for Tibet’s vice-president Bhuchung

Tsering.

“As long as Tibetans continue to be denied the opportunity to live a life of

equality, respect, and dignity, it is clear that they will undertake actions to convey
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their feelings,” he told a recent congressional hearing,

Chinese authorities however have labeled the self-immolators as terrorists, out-
casts, criminals, and mentally ill people, and have blamed the Dalai Lama for

encouraging the burnings.

Two Tibetans Die in Self-Immolation in Western China
By Jack Phillips, The Epoch Times Staff, August 7, 2012

A Tibetan woman set herself on fire to protest Chinese rule over Tibet, and
died on the grounds of a monastery on Tuesday in China’s Gansu Province. A
day carlier, a young Tibetan monk set himself alight in the protest hub of Ngaba

in Sichuan Province, and his condition is unknown.

Dolkar Tso, a 26-year-old mother of two, self-immolated near a stupa in Tso

monastery in the city of Gannan, according to the Free Tibet activist group.

Other Tibetans who were near the monastery saw the woman burning, The
Tibetans tried to put the fire out, and recounted how she shouted slogans for

freedom in Tibet during the incident.

“She survived initially when the Tibetans put out the fire, and when the local
monks arrived she called on them to hit her on the head with a stone and kill
her so that the Chinese would not take her into custody alive,” the soutce said,
according to the Radio Free Asia. She died as her family members were taking

her home.

Dolkar’s death comes just one day after a Lobsang Tsultrim, a 21-year-old Ti-
betan monk from Kirti Monastery in Sichuan Province, set himself on fire on the

main street, which locals have renamed “Martyr’s Street,” in Ngaba.

“Local authorities drove him to the county hospital. He was removed after 30
minutes and his current wellbeing and whereabouts are unknown,” Free Tibet
said, referring to Tsultrim. The group said he was “beaten by Chinese forces for
taking part in demonstrations against Chinese rule in 2008.”

Dolkar is the 46th Tibetan to self-immolate since February 2009. According to
Bhuchung Tsering, the vice-president of the International Campaign for Tibet,
who testified on Capitol Hill in late July, 34 of them have died and the remaining

12 are missing or “hospitalized.”
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“Instead of addressing the genuine grievances of the Tibetan people, the Chi-
nese authorities have responded to the self-immolations by increasing restric-
tions, torturing members of the self-immolators’ family or their acquaintances

and taking several into custody without any judicial process,” Tsering said.

He added that as long as China is restricting the freedoms of Tibetans, they will

“undertake actions to convey their feelings.”

A Tibetan woman dies of self-immolation
tibet.net, August 7, 2012

DHARAMSHALA: Dolkar Tso (Kyi), a 26-year-old Tibetan woman from Kan-
lho, Amdo in north-eastern Tibet set herself on fire today at around 2:30 pm

local time. It was the second self-immolation in two days.

Latest reports coming out of Tibet say she died on the spot after setting herself
on fire near Tsoe monastery in Kanlho. She was protesting against the continued

occupation of Tibet by the People’s Republic of China.

Tibetans who witnessed the incident tried to douse the fire and carried her body
to the monastery. It was reported that more and more Tibetans are making their

way to the monastery to pay their respects to her.
Dolkar, daughter of Druk Gyalkhar and Sangye Tso, is from Tsoe Tasar village.

Since 2009, 46 Tibetans have self-immolated in Tibet demanding the return of
His Holiness the Dalai L.ama to Tibet and freedom for Tibetans

Tibetans warn of major protests as tension rises over Dolkar Tso’s self-
immolation
Phaynl, August 09, 2012

DHARAMSHALA: Around 300 monks sat down on the streets for a prayer
protest in eastern Tibet after they were barred by Chinese authorities from paying
their last respects to Dolkar Tso, Wednesday afternoon.

Dolkar Tso, mother of a 5-year-old daughter and a 2-year-old son, set herself
on fire near the Tsoe Monastery in Kanlho on August 7. According to exile

sources with contacts in the region, Dolkar Tso raised slogans for the return of
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His Holiness the Dalai Lama from exile and shouted that there was no freedom
in Tibet.

She later succumbed to her injuries.

Monks from the nearby Labrang Tashikhyil Monastery were traveling in a large
convoy of vehicles to Tsoe when local Chinese authorities apprehended them.

The authorities reportedly told the monks that their actions were illegal and
warned that their vehicles will be confiscated if they proceeded further. They
were also threatened with further actions.

However, the monks declared that they will walk on foot if necessary and

warned of a major uprising if they were stopped.

As tension began to flare, representatives of the Monastery’s administration
came and pleaded with monks to stop their march. Compelled to listen to the re-
quests, the monks instead sat down on the street and offered prayers for Dolkar.

Latest reports indicate that monks and lay Tibetans from the region have started

joining the prayer service in large numbers.

There are also reports of growing tensions in Tsoe after two monks of the Tsoe
Monastery were arrested late in the night of Dolkar Tso’s self-immolation protest

by Chinese authorities on charges of sheltering her body inside the monastery.

The monks at the Tsoe Monastery had carried Dolkar Tso’s body inside the
monastery premises immediately after extinguishing the flames. Later, the monks
also helped carry her body back to the village where she was born, Tasur, in

Nawu Township, around 10 km from Tsoe.

According to reports, when the fire was put out from her body, Dolkar Tso,
barely alive, pleaded with the monks to hit her on the head with a stone and kill
her so that she will not fall into Chinese hands alive.

Following the late night arrest of the monks, Chinese security personnel in
about a dozen vehicles arrived at the Monastery early Wednesday morning to

arrest 17 more monks.

A large number of monks and laymen then gathered at the Monastery to pre-

vent the arrest and also to demand the release of the monks earlier detained.

According to exile sources, the gathered Tibetans have pledged to continue
their protest.
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Chodpa

Age: 24

Occupation: Nomad

Date of self-immolation: 10 August 2012

Place: Meruma near Ngaba, Amdo,
Northeastetern Tibet

Current status: Deceased

Choepa Self-Immolates in Amdo, Tibet
Tibet.net, August 10, 2012

DHARAMSHALA: Choepa, a 24 year old Tibetan youth, set himself on fire at
10:15 am (local time) today at Meuruma, Amdo in north-eastern Tibet, protest-

ing against the Chinese government.

Choepa is the son of Palho (father) and Madon (mother). Meuruma is a small

nomadic village in Ngaba, north-eastern Tibet’s Amdo region.

Eyewitnesses said, Chinese police came to the place within seconds after the

incident happened and started beating him while he was still engulfed in flames.

He was taken away by Chinese police in a military convoy. He was said to be se-
riously injured, therefore whether he is alive or not is still unknown. His where-

abouts is also unavailable.

Since 2009, a total of 47 Tibetans have set themselves on fire for the freedom
of Tibet and the return of His Holiness the Dalai .ama to Tibet.

Young Tibetan nomad sets himself on fire
TCHRD, 10 August 2012

Taking the toll of self-immolation protests to three in less than a week, one
more Tibetan, a young Tibetan nomad, set himself on fire in Meruma township

in Ngaba (Chinese: Aba), Sichuan Province Friday morning,

“A 24-year old Tibetan man, Choepa set himself ablaze at 10:15 (local time) on

Friday in protest against the Chinese government, and the local security officers
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arrived within minutes and doused the fire on his body, and forcibly took him
away,” a reliable source told TCHRD.

Following the self-immolation, officers from the People’s Armed Police (PAP)
have reportedly gathered in large numbers in and around Meruma area; some
were seen patrolling the area. The atmosphere is tense as PAP officers have sur-

rounded the town on all sides following the self-immolation.

Quoting local eyewitnesses, the same source said Choepa had severe burn in-
juries on his body triggering the speculation that he may have succumbed to his

injuries. However, our source is unable to confirm whether Choepa is alive.

“A man in Meruma who witnessed the fiery protest told me that Choepa has
suffered severe burn injuries,” the source said, adding that Choepa has most like-

ly not survived the self-immolation.

The security officers took Choepa to an undisclosed location, the source said.

Young Tibetan dies after setting himself on fire in Ngaba
Asia News, 13 August 2012

Lhasa (AsiaNews) - A young Tibetan, Choepa, 24, died in Meruma Township,
some 20 kilometres from Ngaba (Sichuan Province) after he set himself on fire
on Friday in protest against Chinese repression in Tibet.

Local sources said Choepa died soon after his self-immolation. To avoid disor-

ders, the authorities seized the body, eventually returning his ashes to the family.

Police also surrounded the township to avoid further unrest or more attempts

at self-immolation.

On 23 January, the young man had taken part in a protest in Meruma, but was

able to avoid arrest.

He is the third activist to take his life in self-immolation in the past week. On
7 August, a woman, Dolkar Tso, set herself on fire in Kanlho (Gansu province)
in front of a monastery. On 6 August, Lobsang Tsultrim did the same near Kirti
Monastery. He died a few days later in hospital in Barkham.

Since February 2009, 47 Tibetans, both religious and members of the laity,
set themselves on fire to protest against Chinese repression and Beijing’s tight

control over religious practices, which includes closing and opening monasteries
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at will.

Pro-Tibet activists say that extreme actions will continue until China’s grip on
Tibetans does not relent, and this despite the Dalai Lama’s condemnation of

self-immolation.

According to Beijing, those who set themselves on fire are terrorists, rejects or
mentally insane, and Tibet’s spiritual leader is largely to blame for encouraging

young activists to take their own lives

Man in Besieged Town Self-Immolates
REA, 10 August 2012

The 24-year old Choepa torched himself at the Meruma township in the Ngaba
(Aba, in Chinese) Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture, attracting local police who
extinguished the flames and took him away, exiled Tibetan monks in India said.
“The local witnesses could not confirm whether he was dead or alive, but their
best guess is that he was severely injured in the fire and that there is little chance
for his survival,” monks Lobsang Yeshe and Kanyag Tsering in the Indian hill

town of Dharamsala said in a statement.

“|Even] if he died, the witnesses could not confirm the present location of his

body,” they said, citing local residents.

Free Tibet, a London-based advocacy group, said Chinese security forces
stepped up deployment in Meruma, a nomadic town 27 kilometers (about 17

miles) east of the Ngaba county center, following the fiery protest.

Free Tibet Director Stephanie Brigden suggested that the self-immolation
could have been sparked by ongoing tensions in Meruma, since protests there in

January led to “detentions and disappearances.”

“Like too many Tibetans, [Choepa] felt he had no recourse other than to set

himself on fire to protest against China’s occupation,” she said.

“Since security forces used tear gas against unarmed protesters in Meruma in
January, Free Tibet has documented large numbers of detentions and disappear-

ances from the township, fueling a climate of fear and defiance,” she pointed out.
Third burning

Choepa is the third Tibetan this week to set fire to himself while protesting
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Chinese rule and calling for the return of the Dalai LLama, Tibet’s spiritual leader

who is living in exile in Dharamsala.

In total, 47 Tibetans have now self-immolated since the current wave of fiery
protests began in February 2009, with nearly all of the protests taking place in

Tibetan-populated provinces in western China.

On Tuesday, A Tibetan woman took off her clothes and set herself on fire in
a monastery’s grounds in the southern part of Kanlho (Gannan, in Chinese)
prefecture in Gansu province. Dolkar Tso died shortly after monks doused the

flames.

A day eatlier, a Tibetan monk at the restive Kirti monastery in Ngaba also self-
immolated. Lobsang Tsultrim, 21, was taken away by Chinese security forces and

died on the same day.

Tibetan groups say the wave of self-immolation protests will continue until the
underlying problems in the Tibetan-populated areas are addressed by the Chinese

authorities.

Chinese authorities however have labeled the self-immolators as terrorists, out-
casts, criminals, and mentally ill people and have blamed the Dalai Lama for

encouraging the burnings.

Self-immolator Choepa passes away
Phaynl, August 11, 2012

DHARAMSHALA, August 11: Choepa, the 24 —year-old Tibetan who set him-
self on fire on August 10 in an apparent protest against China’s continued oc-

cupation of Tibet, has passed away.

According to the exile base of Kirti Monastery in Dharamshala, Choepa
breathed his last hours after his fiery protest in the Me’uruma region of Amdo

Ngaba, eastern Tibet.

“Martyr Choepa passed away at around 3 pm (local time) the very day of his
protest,” Kanyag Tsering, a researcher at the Kirti Monastery said. “He died
while he was being forcibly taken to the nearby region of Barkham.”

Earlier, eyewitnesses had expressed deep concerns over Choepa’s survival after

seeing the severe burn injuries that he had sustained.
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Choepa, while engulfed in high flames had raised slogans, before Chinese secu-
rity personnel arrived at the scene within minutes, doused the flames on his body

and forcibly took him away to an undisclosed location.

Tsering said the deceased’s family members were denied the right to give him a
traditional Tibetan funeral.

“Chinese authorities cremated Choepa’s body in Barkham itself and later hand-

ed over his ashes to the family members.”

This wasn’t Choepa’s first peaceful protest against the Chinese government.
Earlier this year, he, along with other Tibetans had led a massive candle light vigil

and demonstration in Me’uruma on January 23.

“Pollowing the protests, Chinese security personnel carried out a large-scale

manhunt for Choepa, but he had managed to escape,” Tsering said.
Choepa is survived by his parents Paelo and Madron and three other siblings.

As an immediate result of Choepa’s self-immolation protest, the situation in
Me’uruma has grown tense with the deployment of a large number of Chinese
armed forces in the region.

Since 2009, the growing wave of self-immolations has witnessed 48 Tibetans
set themselves on fire demanding freedom in Tibet and the return of His Holi-

ness the Dalai LLama from exile.

Tibet Self-Immolations: 3 Tibetans Set Self On Fire Within Week
Huffington Post, 10 August 2012

BEIJING - A 24-year-old Tibetan nomad set fire to himself Friday to protest
China’s rule in the third reported self-immolation within a week, said the Lon-
don-based Tibetan rights group Free Tibet.

The latest incident adds to more than 40 self-immolations in about a year and
a half.

Free Tibet said that the nomad it identified as Jopa was taken away by police
after he set himself on fire in Maierma town in Aba county in southwest China’s

Sichuan province.

Free Tibet said Jopa was believed to be severely injured and might not survive.
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It said authorities had deployed military and security forces in the town.

Free Tibet previously reported that Dolkar Kyi, 26, set fire to herself on Tues-
day at a monastery in Tso city in northwest China’s Gansu province and that
Lobsang Tsultrim, a 21-year-old monk, self-immolated in Aba county on Mon-

day.

Supporters say the self-immolators were protesting Beijing’s heavy-handed rule
in Tibetan regions. China has blamed the Dalai Lama for inciting the immola-

tions. The exiled spiritual leader denies this.

Lungtok

Age: 20

Occupation: Monk

Date of self-immolation: 13 August 2012
Place: Ngaba, Amdo, Northeastern Tibet

Current status: Deceased

Tashi
Age: 21

Occupation: nomad

Date of self-immolation: 13 August 2012
Place: Ngaba, Amdo, Northeastern Tibet
Current status: Deceased

China: Self-Immolations Continue
By Eward Wong, Thew New York Times, August 14, 2012

Two young Tibetan men set themselves on fire on Monday in a Tibetan region
of western China to protest Chinese rule, according to Free Tibet, an advo-
cacy group in London, and Radio Free Asia, a news organization financed by
the United States government. The men, who were identified as Lungtok and
Tashi, self-immolated in the town of Ngaba, known in Chinese as Aba. Free
Tibet identified both as former monks of Kirti Monastery, while Radio Free Asia

said Lungtok was a monk and Tashi was believed to be a layperson. Forty-eight



321

Tibetans have self-immolated since March 2011. The condition of the two men

was unclear on Tuesday, though Free Tibet reported that Lungtok is believed to
have died.

Tibetan self-immolations: ‘Clashes’ in Sichuan province
BBC Online, 14 August 2012

Two more Tibetans are reported to have set themselves on fire in Tibetan areas
of China, in protest against Chinese rule.

A monk named Lungtok and a man identified as Tashi set themselves alight in

Aba, Sichuan province, on Monday evening, said Tibetan sources.

Clashes between Chinese security personnel and Tibetans reportedly broke out

following the self-immolations.
More than 40 Tibetans have set themselves on fire in the past year.

Five - these two men and three previous protesters - have self-immolated in
the last 10 days alone, say campaigners, in what appears to be an escalation of
Tibetan protests inside China.

An unconfirmed report says one Tibetan was beaten to death.
‘Batons spiked with nails’

Twenty-year-old Lungtok and 21-year-old Tashi “set themselves on fire inside
a prayer-wheel hut near Kirti Monastery in Ngaba Town”, reported campaign
group Free Tibet, using the Tibetan name for the town which China refers to
as Aba.

“Once they were in flames, [they] came out of the hut and walked towards the
street now known as Martyrs’ Street,” overtly linking their action to the protests

of previous self-immolators, it said.

Chinese paramilitary police quickly moved in with extinguishers, local sources
said, and whisked away the two men. Free Tibet said Lungtok died and Tashi’s

condition was unknown.

Multiple reports suggest that following the self-immolations Tibetans began to

demonstrate and their numbers quickly increased.

“Eyewitnesses report that some demonstrators were beaten with metal batons
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spiked with nails and that some people were dragged away,” said Free Tibet.
Many people were injured and some were detained, it said.

A source who spoke to Radio Free Asia (RFA) said one Tibetan was beaten to
death, but this report has not been confirmed. RFA also carried a report of a

third self-immolation, but this too was unconfirmed.
‘Incitement’

A woman who answered the phone at the Aba police department denied any
self-immolations or protests had taken place, reported the Associated Press news

agency.

Kirti Monastery has been the focus of protests for over a year now and is ringed

by Chinese security forces, says the BBC’s Damian Grammaticas in Beijing.
But they have proved unable to halt the self-immolations.

China’s leaders blame the Dalai L.ama, the Tibetans’ exiled spiritual leader, for

inciting the self-immolations and encouraging separatism.

He rejects this, and both activist groups and the Tibetan government-in-exile
say the self-immolations are protests against tight Chinese control of the region

and religious repression.

http:] | www.asianews.it/ news-en/ Beatings-and-arrests-while-two-Tibetans-set-themselves-on-
Jire-25551.himl

Beatings and arrests while two Tibetans set themselves on fire
By Nirmala Carvalho, Asia News Online, 14 August

Dharamsala (AsiaNews) - Chinese police have indiscriminately beaten and ar-
rested protesters after two young Tibetans themselves on fire in the main street

of Ngaba (Sichuan).

At about 18:50 yesterday, the layman Tashi (about 21) and monk Lungtok
(about 20) of the Kirti monastery have self-immolated in protest against Chinese

oppression in Tibet.

According eye witness accounts related to exiles, “Tashi and Lungtok set them-

selves on fire, shouting slogans and running towards the center of the road”
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which the Tibetans now call “the path of martyrs,” because of the large number

of self-immolations that have occurred there.

A group of policemen ran towards them, throwing themselves upon the two
young men and beating them to extinguish the flames. They were first brought to
the Ngaba hospital and then Barkham (Chinese: Maerkang).

Immediately after the self-sacrifice, a group of Tibetans held a protest and the
Chinese security forces began beating them with clubs and iron-picks. Many were
wounded and a number of them were arrested. One of the protesters’ neck and

face were covered in blood. No one knows what became of her.

According to different sources, monk Lungtok died from burns. It is not known

if the body will be given to family members. Tashi’s conditions are not known.

Lungtok was a student of medicine and astrology at the Menpa Dratsang (De-
partment of Medicine) of the Kirti monastery. Tashi was a classmate of Lung-
tok, but in 2011 he left the monastery.

Since 2009 about 50 Tibetans have decided to self-immolate for the liberation
of Tibet and the Dalai LLama’s return to his country. At least 17 of them were

monks or laymen at the Kirti monastery.

Kirti is a rather young place of worship, led by an abbot that the Tibetans call
“not very well-educated” in doctrine. Suicide is not condoned in the spirituality
of Buddhism in Tibet, but the young Kirti monks see this as the only way to
counter Chinese repression that is stifling their religion and culture.

Two Tibetans self-immolate in China protest
By Alexis Lai, CNN, August 15, 2012

Two Tibetans set themselves on fire on Monday, adding to a string of self-
immolations in protest against Chinese rule in the troubled region, according to
the Tibetan Centre for Human Rights and Democracy (TCHRD) and various

media reports.

The men were taken by Chinese security forces to a hospital and their condition

remains unclear.

TCHRD and Radio Free Asia named the two Tibetans as Lungtok, a monk

from Kirti monastery in southwest China, and an ordinary citizen named Tashi.



324

The self-immolations took place on Monday evening in Ngaba county, Sichuan
province. It set off protests and a confrontation at the scene between Tibetans
and Chinese police, according to the TCHRD.

CNN could not confirm the claims, while China’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs

did not respond immediately to a request for comment.

In recent years, self-immolation as a form of protest by Tibetans was first seen
in February 2009, when a young monk named Tapey from Kirti monastery set
himself ablaze. In March 2011, another young monk named Phuntsog followed
in his footsteps, becoming the first monk to die from self-immolation in protest

against Chinese rule.

As of August 8, 45 more Tibetans have resorted to self-immolation inside Ti-
bet, 35 of whom have died, according to the International Campaign for Tibet.
The incidents on Monday would bring the total number of self-immolations
since February 2009 to 48.

Tibetans in exile have also resorted to self-immolation. In March this year, a
Tibetan man died after setting himself ablaze in New Delhi during Chinese presi-
dent Hu Jintao’s visit to the city.

Many of the monks who have resorted to self-immolation belonged to the Kirti
monastery, which has been a hub for protests against Chinese rule, including the
violent uprisings across Tibetan regions on the 2008 anniversary of the 1959
rebellion.

Beijing argues that Tibet has been a part of China since the 13th century, when
the Mongol empire, which conquered China and formed the Yuan dynasty, also
conquered Tibet. Western and central parts of Tibet are administered by China
as the Tibet Autonomous Region, while eastern parts of the region fall under

China’s Sichuan, Qinghai, Yunnan and Gansu provinces.

After several decades of de facto independence beginning in 1912, Tibet was in-
vaded by China’s People’s Liberation Army in 1950 to enforce the newly-formed
People’s Republic of China’s claim of sovereignty over Tibet.

In 1959, thousands of Tibetans surrounded the Dalai Lama’s palace in Lhasa
— the Tibetan capital -- to protect him against what was rumored to be a plot by
the Chinese military to abduct him. The gathering turned into an all-out revolt
against Chinese rule, which was suppressed by the PLA. The Dalai Lama fled to
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India, where he has remained in exile ever since. Tibetans have resisted Chinese

rule on and off since then, and many have called for independence.

The Dalai Lama has said that he no longer advocates independence, but rather,
genuine autonomy for all ethnic Tibetan areas of China.

The Chinese government maintains that it has improved the Tibetans’ standard
of living, and accuses the Dalai Lama of inciting the protests in Tibet, calling him
a “splittist” and “terrorist.”

Self-immolator Lungtok passes away, Situation in Ngaba tense
Phaynl, August 14, 2012

DHARAMSHALA, August 14: Latest reports coming out from the belea-
guered Ngaba region of eastern Tibet confirm that Lungtok, the Tibetan monk

who self-immolated yesterday, has succumbed to his burn injuries.

Lungtok, a monk at the besieged Kirti Monastery and his former classmate,
Tashi, now a layman, both in their early 20s, set themselves on fire protesting
China’s continued occupation of Tibet yesterday at around 6:50 pm (local time).

According to the exile base of Kirit Monastery in Dharamshala, Lungtok and
Tashi set themselves on fire near the Kirti Monastery and began walking on the
main road in Ngaba, now referred to as the ‘Martyr’s Street’ in honour of the

number of self-immolations that have been carried out there.

“Lungtok, with his body enveloped in flames, marched down the Martyr’s Street
raising slogans but was overpowered by Chinese security personnel before he
could reach the crossroad,” Kirti Monastery said in a release today. “Eyewit-
nesses have said that Lungtok was alive when he was forcibly removed from the

scene.”

“Tashi was marching on the Martyr’s Street raising slogans when a number of
Chinese security personnel surrounded him and started beating him,” the release

>

said. “He was bundled in a vehicle and taken away.

According to eyewitnesses, both the self-immolators had minimal chances of

survival, as their bodies were severely burned.

Lungtok and Tashi were first taken to the local hospital in Ngaba after which
they were shifted to the nearby region of Barkham.
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“Lungtok passed away in Barkham and it is not yet known whether his body has

been handed over to his family for cremation,” the release said.

In the morning of August 13, the day of his self-immolation protest, Lungtok
had made individual offerings to his monk colleagues, requesting prayers for Ti-
betans who have sacrificed their lives for Tibet.

“During the morning prayers, Lungtok offered one Chinese yuan each to the
monks at his monastery and requested them to offer prayers for all the martyrs
of Tibet,” Kirti Monastery said.

The Dharamshala based Central Tibetan Administration in a release today con-
firmed earlier reports of a Tibetan protestor being beaten to death for taking part

in demonstrations that followed the self-immolation protests.

“Immediately after the incident, a large number of police were deployed at the
site after local Tibetans raised slogans in protest,” CTA said in its release. “The
police beat the Tibetans with spiked batons, leaving one Tibetan dead with his

entire head covered with blood, and many severely injured.”

Latest reports from the region attest to heightening tensions and a large scale
deployment of armed forces throughout the Ngaba region.

The exile Tibetan administration “strongly condemned” the use of force by
the Chinese authorities in dealing with the peaceful Tibetan protestors, urging

“utmost restraint.”

The deepening crisis inside Tibet has witnessed large scale anti-China protests
and a series of self-immolations that has now seen 50 Tibetans set themselves on

fire, since 2009, demanding freedom and return of the Dalai Lama from exile.

Tashi passes away, Self-immolation toll reaches 40
NetWork 99, 15 August 2012

The death toll in the ongoing wave of Tibetan self-immolations has now risen
to 40 with the passing away of Tashi, a former Kirti Monastery monk, on August
14, a day after his fiery protest.

Tashi, 21, set himself ablaze along with his former classmate Lungtok, a Kirti
Monastery monk, protesting China’s continued occupation of Tibet Monday at
around 6:50 pm (local time).
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Lungtok and Tashi carried out their fiery protest on the main road in Ngaba,
eastern Tibet now referred to as the ‘Martyt’s Street’ in honour of the number of

self-immolations that have been carried out there.

The exile base of the Kirti Monastery in Dharamshala in a release today said
that Tashi passed away on August 14 in the nearby region of Barkham.

Lungtok had succumbed to his injuries earlier that day also in Barkham.

It is not yet known whether Tashi’s body has been handed over to his family
for last rites.

According to eyewitnesses, Tashi, engulfed in flames, marched on the Martyr’s
Street raising slogans when a number of Chinese security personnel surrounded

him and started beating him.

Both Lungtok and Tashi were first taken to the local hospital in Ngaba after
which they were shifted to Barkham.

Shortly after the self-immolations, a large number of armed police were de-
ployed in the region to quell an impromptu protest by the gathered Tibetans.
The Chinese security personnel beat the Tibetans with spiked batons, leaving one
Tibetan dead and many severely injured.

The Central Tibetan Administration said that following the twin self-immola-
tions and the public demonstration, all Tibetan businesses in Ngaba remained

closed on August 14, as a mark of respect.

Local Tibetans visited monasteries to offer prayers for the deceased and also

expressed solidarity with the family members.

With heightening tension in the region, local Chinese authorities on Monday
summoned Kirti Monastery’s disciplinarian and other senior officials several
times to the town office, CTA said.

Police beat Tibetans with batons spiked with nails after 2 burn themselves
in Ngaba
Tibet.net, Press Release, 14 August 2012

Fresh reports coming out of Tibet say Chinese police beat Tibetan protesters
with batons spiked with nails after two more Tibetans self-immolated in Ngaba



328

in north-eastern Tibet yesterday (13 August). One Tibetan was reported to have
died during the police beating, but this report could not be independently veri-
fied. The police beating has also left many Tibetans severely injured.

The Central Tibetan Administration has strongly condemned the use of force
by the Chinese authorities in dealing with the peaceful Tibetan protesters and

urge them to exercise utmost restraint.

Lungtok, 20, a monk of Kirti monastery, and Tashi, 21, a former monk of Kirti
monastery, shouted slogans while walking on the main street in Ngaba with their
bodies engulfed in flame. They were forcibly taken away by the police, but local

people fear they might not survive due to severe burning.

Immediately after the incident, a large number of police were deployed at the
site after local Tibetans raised slogans in protest. The police beat the Tibetans
with batons spiked with nails, leaving one Tibetan with his entire head covered

with blood, and many severely injured.

Additional contingent of armed police have been deployed throughout the Ng-
aba region.

A latest report says one the self-immolators, Lungtok, has died in Barkham.

With the latest two self-immolations, 49 Tibetans have so far set themselves
on fire demanding His Holiness the Dalai Lama’s return to Tibet and crying for
freedom for Tibetans.

CTA holds prayer service for Tibetan self-immolators
By Phuntsok Yangchen, Phayul, August 16, 2012

DHARAMSHALA: A mass prayer service was held today in the exile Tibetan
headquarters of Dharamshala for the men and women of Tibet who have sacti-
ficed their lives for the freedom of Tibet.

Special prayers were offered for Choepa, Lungtok, and Tashi, the three self-
immolators who recently passed away protesting China’s continued occupation
of Tibet.

Hundreds of Tibetans and foreigners attended the service held at Tsug-la
Khang, the main temple.

The entire staff of the exile Tibetan administration led by Kalon Tripa Dr Lob-
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sang Sangay were in attendance.

Choepa, 24, set himself ablaze on August 10 in the Me’uruma region of Amdo
Ngaba, castern Tibet and succumbed to his injuries later that day.

Earlier this year, Choepa had taken part in the massive anti-China protests that
swept the entire region and was in hiding following a large manhunt for sus-

pected protesters.
He is survived by his parents Paclo and Madron and three siblings.

Lungtok, 20 and Tashi, 21 set themselves on fire near the Kirti Monastery on
August 13 and began walking on the main road in Ngaba, now referred to as the
‘Martyr’s Street’ in honour of the number of self-immolations that have been

carried out there.

Both Lungtok and Tashi, who were former classmates, passed away within
hours of their protests.

The deepening crisis inside Tibet has witnessed large scale anti-China protests
and a series of self-immolations that has now seen 50 Tibetans set themselves
on fire, since 2009, demanding freedom and the return of the Dalai Lama from

exile.
The self-immolation death toll has reached 40.

Earlier this week, two senior US Congressmen, in an open letter to the Secre-
tary of State Hillary Clinton noted that “more visible, public and coordinated
diplomacy is necessary for the Chinese government to feel pressure to alter its

conduct.”

Congressmen James P McGovern and Frank R Wolf called on Secretary Clin-
ton to organise an international conference on Tibet as an effective means of

expressing concern over the humanitarian crisis in the region.

The two Congressmen asserted that Washington “can and must significantly
increase diplomatic and international pressure on the Chinese government to

reverse the crisis in Tibet.”

“As the United States continues to “pivot” towards Asia, it is important that the
US demonstrate that it is not deaf to the desperate appeals for help and support
emanating from Tibetans,” Congressmen McGovern and Wolf had written.
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Self-immolations on the rise among Tibetans
By Ho Ai Li, The Jakarta Post, August 20 2012

Once unheard of among Tibetans, the number of self-immolation cases in Ti-
betan areas has reportedly climbed to nearly 50 since 2009, with Beijing and Tibet

activists clashing over what has caused these suicides.

Last week, Tibetan monk Lungtok, 21, and his friend Tashi, 20, from the trou-
bled Ngaba county in Sichuan province, became the latest to torch themselves
to protest against Chinese repression, said activist groups Free Tibet and the
International Campaign for Tibet.

Most of the fiery attempts involve monks or former monks from the Kirti
Monastery in Ngaba county but have also spread across the Tibetan plateau, to

places including Lhasa, capital of the Tibetan Autonomous Region.

Those who resort to self-immolations range from monks to lay men, nuns to
mothers, young to old. These cases picked up pace from a year ago, with four on

average each month.

Beijing has accused the exiled Tibetan spiritual leader, the Dalai .ama, and his
supporters of instigating the suicides.

Beijing-based Tibetan studies scholar Lian Xiangming argued that the 76-year-
old and his followers had encouraged the acts by publicizing them and framing
them as acts of sacrifice instead of condemning them outright.

“Shouldn’t they take a certain responsibility for these self-immolations?” he told

foreign reporters at a talk in March.

Other China-based scholars say the cases might be sparked by economic griev-
ances like the loss of land, which is not uncommon in China. Chinese farmers
elsewhere have also been known to burn themselves to protest against land grabs

for instance, they note.

But foreign observers believe these suicides reflect intense resentment on the

ground against the Chinese repression of Tibetan culture and religion.

Among other things, monks and nuns are not allowed to worship freely but

have to hang up portraits of political leaders like Chinese President Hu Jintao,
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note Tibetan exile groups.

Professor Michael Davis, a human rights expert at the University of Hong
Kong, said the resort to self-immolation shows the lack of channels for Tibetans

to voice their unhappiness.

“Such extreme forms of protest come about because the Chinese government
has been very thorough in cutting off other forms of protests, even moderate
self-expression,” he said, adding: “There doesn’t seem to be a way out of this

until the Chinese government changes its policy.”

The leader of Tibet’s government in exile Lobsang Sangay argued in a com-
mentary in The Washington Post last month that were the Chinese government
to offer to resolve the issue of Tibet peacefully through dialogue, the self-immo-

lations would end immediately.

On the other hand, Beijing says that the onus is on the Dalai .ama and his sup-

porters to come out to condemn the suicides.

In any case, with the two sides clashing over the cause of these self-burnings
and talks between Beijing and the Dalai Lama at an impasse, scholars say it is very
hard to say if an end to these suicides is likely any time soon.

“I can’t judge. I just hope these will end as soon as possible,” said analyst Tan-
zen Lhundup of the Beijing-based China Tibetology Research Centre.

http:/ | www.theepochtimes.com/ n2 / china-news/ chinese-regime-cracks-down-on-tibetans-after-
self-immolations-280558. hinl

Chinese Regime Cracks Down on Tibetans After Self-Immolations
By Jack Phillips, The Epoch Times Statf, August 16, 2012

China’s crackdown on Tibetans escalated this week in Sichuan Province after
three more self-immolations, with reports of beatings and senior Tibetan monks
being summoned by Chinese Communist Party (CCP) authorities for question-
ing,

Several Tibetans in Sichuan Province were “severely beaten by armed police”
with one man suffering severe head injuries, following two self-immolations on
August 13 and one on August 10, the International Campaign for Tibet ICT)
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said on their website on Aug. 15.

“Local people who gathered at the scene of the self-immolations, shouting slo-
gans of protest, were confronted by police carrying sticks studded with nails,”
ICT said, citing Kanyag Tsering and Lobsang Yeshe, two exiled monks from

Dharamsala, India.

After arriving on the scene armed with their spiked clubs, police then indis-

criminately beat protesters and made arrests.

“One person was covered in blood after being hit in the head with the spiked
clubs, but nothing more is known of his situation. Security forces were then

deployed throughout the county town in large numbers,” the monks told ICT.

The two Tibetans who set themselves on fire on Aug. 13 near Kirti monastery,
were identified as 21-year old former monk Tashi and a Tibetan monk by the
name of Lungtok, aged about 20. After they set themselves on fire, they walked
down Ngaba Street, which has been dubbed “Heroes Road.” Both men were
taken to hospital with severe burns. According to the ICT report, Lungtok has

passed away.

At the Kirti monastery, CCP authorities summoned two senior monks after the
fresh self-immolation incidents. Since 2009, approximately four dozen Tibetans
have set themselves alight to protest against what they describe as harsh Chinese
repression of their culture and religion.

“The disciplinarian in charge and the head of religious affairs at Kirti monas-
tery have been called in for meetings at the Ngaba county center several times,”
Tsering and Yeshe, in a joint statement, told Radio Free Asia. They said that au-

thorities harass top Tibetan monks whenever there is unrest or a self-immolation.

According to the two monks, this time, CCP authorities will try to exert more

control over monks at Kirti monastery.

“To express their solidarity with the two self-immolators of August 13 and to
console family members, all shops, hotels, and restaurants owned by Tibetans
remained closed on August 14 in Ngaba town,” they told RFA.

“Many Tibetans also visited monasteries to make offerings and pray for the

dead protesters,” the monks said.
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Tibetan man ‘beaten to death during police clash’
The Telegraph, 14 Aug 2012

The violence occurred Monday in Sichuan province’s Aba prefecture, which has
emerged as a centre of political activism and the site of dozens of self-immo-
lations in the past few years. The area, home to the influential Kirti Monastery,
has been flooded with security forces, but they have been unable to stop the im-
molation protests.

Radio Free Asia said in an emailed statement that a Kirti monk named Lungtok
and another man, identified only as Tashi, set themselves alight Monday evening.
It cited a Tibetan in the Aba area who was not identified by name and other
unidentified people inside Tibet.

The report said a large number of police tried to clear the immolation site and
ended up clashing with Tibetans. It said one man was beaten to death, but gave

no other details. There was no way to independently confirm the report.

A woman who answered the telephone at the Aba police department said there
had been no immolations or confrontations between police and Tibetan locals.
“Nothing like that has happened,” said the woman, who like many bureaucrats
in China refused to give her name. The phone of the local Communist Party
Propaganda Office rang unanswered.

Radio Free Asia said the two men who self-immolated were taken to a hospital

by Chinese security forces, but that their condition was unknown.

Nearly 50 Tibetans have set themselves on fire in China since 2009, with many
shouting anti-government slogans and calling for the return of their exiled spiti-
tual leader, the Dalai Lama. At least 17 were monks or former monks from Kirti,

according to an eatlier tally from the International Campaign for Tibet.

Monday’s clash with police marked the worst flaring of violence in Sichuan
since a series of protests in January that Tibetan activist groups say left six Tibet-
ans dead. The Chinese government said at the time that two rioters were killed.

China says Tibet has always been part of its territory, but many Tibetans say the
Himalayan region was virtually independent for centuries until Chinese troops
invaded in the 1950s.

Beijing blames the Dalai Lama for fanning anti-government sentiment and rou-

tinely purges monasteries and nunneries, where support for the Dalai Lama and
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Tibetan independence runs high.

Chinese police said to kill a Tibetan man amid outbreak of violence
By Alexa Olesen, The Associated Press, August 15, 2012
(This story also appeared in The Boston Globe, August 15, 2012)

BEIJING — Police in far west China beat a Tibetan man to death during a
clash that broke out after two Tibetans set themselves on fire, a US broadcaster

said Tuesday, the worst outburst of violence in the region in months.

The violence occurred Monday in Sichuan Province’s Aba prefecture, which
has emerged as a center of political activism and the site of dozens of self-
immolations in the past few years. The area, home to the influential Kirti Mon-
astery, has been flooded with security forces, but they have been unable to stop

the immolation protests.

Radio Free Asia said in an e-mailed statement that a Kirti monk named Lungtok
and another man, identified as Tashi, set themselves alight Monday evening. Free
Tibet, a London-based Tibetan rights group, said the two men torched them-
selves inside a prayer-wheel hut near the monastery before stepping out and

walking toward the town’s main street.

Free Tibet said police put out the flames on both men before taking them away.
It said Lungtok was reported to have died and that Tashi was last seen being

taken away from the county hospital with severe injuries.

The Radio Free Asia report said a large number of police tried to clear the im-
molation site and ended up clashing with Tibetans. It said one man was beaten to

death, but it gave no other details.

Free Tibet did not confirm the death but — citing an eyewitness — said one

person was dragged away with a severe head injury.

The group said the police used metal batons spiked with nails to beat demon-

strators.

It also said a protest broke out Tuesday in Tongren, a monastery town in neigh-

boring Qinghai Province, but did not provide details.



Tibetan protests follow surge in self-immolations
The Irish Times, August 17, 2012

HUNDREDS OF ethnic Tibetans have demonstrated in western China to pro-
test police brutality, following a surge in the number of self-immolations within

the Tibetan community to protest against Chinese rule.

Five Tibetans set themselves on fire in China in the past week to protest at the
growing influence of Han China in the Tibetan plateau and to seek the return

of the Dalai Lama, who fled in 1959 amid a failed uprising against Chinese rule.

Beijing blames the Dalai Lama for encouraging the monks and nuns in their
actions, and has deployed thousands of troops to western China and Tibet itself
to try and stop the wave of protest. He denies he is behind the surge in self-

immolations.

The London-based Free Tibet group said hundreds of Tibetans protested out-
side the police headquarters in the Tongren county of Qinghai province.

The group said the protests began after police dragged four ethnic Tibetans
from a car, severely beat them and threatened them with guns.

Two Tibetans set themselves on fire on Monday in Aba county in Sichuan prov-
ince, which triggered clashes between Tibetans and police that ended up with
a Tibetan being beaten to death, advocacy groups say, quoting sources in the

remote Himalayan region.

Lungtok, a monk from the restive Kirti monastery in Ngaba, and another Tibet-
an, believed to be a layperson and identified as Tashi, torched themselves around

6pm local time, a Tibetan source in the area told Radio Free Asia.

“A large contingent of police and armed PSB [Public Security Bureau] person-
nel arrived at the site of the self-immolation and imposed stern restrictions in

the area,” the source said.

“The local Tibetans gathered in the area clashed with police and the situation
became very tense. One Tibetan died from being beaten by the police,” the

source said.

There were reports of a third immolation in Aba, but it could not be confirmed.

There were no immediate details of the condition of the two self-immolators.

Riot police patrol the streets near Kirti monastery carrying fire extinguishers, so



336

frequent have the self-immolations become in the town over the past year.

Once the latest incidents are included, at least 47 Tibetans have set themselves

on fire since March 2011 to protest Chinese rule over Tibet, according to rights
groups.

Most of the immolations have taken place outside the Tibetan Autonomous
Region, in Sichuan province, which has a sizeable Tibetan population, focused

on two prefectures — Aba, which the Tibetans call Ngawa, and Ganzi, or Kardze
in Tibetan. About one million Tibetans live in these areas.

“In the last week alone, we have seen numerous cases of self-immolations and
other protests in Tibet. Tensions are high as Tibetans are not prepared to sit back
and allow Chinese state oppression to continue unchallenged,” said Free Tibet

director Stephanie Brigden.

China has ruled Tibet since 1950, when communist troops marched in and
announced its “peaceful liberation” from feudal rule by the Tibetan Buddhist
hierarchy. Beijing insists Chinese rule has brought economic development, and
denies that it is trying to contain Tibetans’ ability to practice their religion.

Demonstrations calling for greater independence, including an outbreak of ri-
oting in March 2008 which focused on the Tibetan city of Lhasa but spread to

many areas where Tibetans live in China, have been brutally suppressed.

The Chinese government is expected to go through a difficult leadership tran-
sition in the autumn, and it usually cracks down on ethnic unrest in the run-up
to these kind of events. At the same time, it is wary about inflaming tensions at

a time of broader sensitivity.

Police Beat Tibetan Man to Death after Self-immolations
By Alexa Olsen, Democratic China, 14 August 2012

BEIJING — Police in far west China beat a Tibetan man to death during a
clash that broke out after two Tibetans set themselves on fire, a U.S. broadcaster

said Tuesday, in the worst flaring of violence in the region in months.

The violence occurred Monday in Sichuan province’s Aba prefecture, which has
emerged as a center of political activism and the site of dozens of self-immo-
lations in the past few years. The area, home to the influential Kirti Monastery,
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has been flooded with security forces, but they have been unable to stop the im-

molation protests.

Radio Free Asia said in an emailed statement that a Kirti monk named Lungtok
and another man, identified as Tashi, set themselves alight Monday evening. Free
Tibet, a London-based Tibetan rights group, said the two men torched them-
selves inside a prayer-wheel hut near the monastery before stepping out and

walking toward the town’s main street.

Free Tibet said police put out the flames on both men before taking them away.
It said Lungtok was reported to have died and that Tashi was last seen being

taken away from the county hospital with severe injuries.

The Radio Free Asia report said a large number of police tried to clear the im-
molation site and ended up clashing with Tibetans. It said one man was beaten to
death, but gave no other details.

Free Tibet did not confirm the death but — citing an eyewitness — said one per-

son was dragged away with a severe head injury.

The group said the police used metal batons spiked with nails to beat demon-

strators.

It also said a protest broke out Tuesday in Tongren, a monastery town in neigh-

boring Qinghai province, but did not provide details.

Clashes in Tibet after monks burn themselves
The Gulf Times, 15 August, 2012

The clash late Monday followed the self-immolation of two Tibetans around
6pm (1000 GMT) in Sichuan’s Aba county, or Ngaba in Tibetan, US-based Radio
Free Asia quoted a source in Ngaba as saying,

Police rushed to seal off the area and took away the two Tibetans, one of whom

was a monk from the local Kirti monastery.

“The local Tibetans who gathered in the area clashed with police, and the situ-
ation became very tense,” the source told the broadcaster, founded by the US
government to promote democracy. “One Tibetan died from being beaten by

the police.”
The London-based Tibetan rights group Free Tibet said the monk, identified as
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Lungtok, 20, died after setting fire to himself.

The second man who self-immolated, Tashi, 21, was a former monk and class-

mate of Lungtok. His condition was unknown, Free Tibet said.

Several Tibetans were injured in the clashes that followed the self-immolations,
with police reportedly using spiked metal batons, Free Tibet and the India-based
Tibetan Centre for Human Rights and Democracy reported.

The police detained several Tibetans during the clashes, the two groups said.

Free Tibet reported another protest yesterday in the Rebkong area of nearby
Qinghai province, but it gave no immediate details.

State media did not report the clashes or the self-immolations.

Free Tibet director Stephanie Brigden condemned the use of “disproportionate
force against Tibetan protesters” in Kirti.

“The use of metal batons spiked with nails to beat Tibetan demonstrators is
deeply shocking,” Bridgen said.

“Such a brutal response to protests can only deepen Tibetan grievances,” she

said. “Tibetans are united in their rejection of Chinese rule.”

More than 50 Tibetans have set fire to themselves in China since 2009, most
of them in the past two years. Many of the previous self-immolations were in
Ngaba.

The ruling Communist Party tightened security in most Tibetan areas this year

after an escalation of self-immolations & other protests against the government.

Officials from the Aba police and government, reached by telephone, denied
knowledge of the latest incident.

Ethnic Tibetans in Tibet and surrounding regions have long-resented Chinese
rule, saying it has curbed their religious freedom and diluted their culture through

an influx of Han Chinese, the country’s main ethnic group.

China counters that Tibetans enjoy religious freedom and have enjoyed im-

proved living standards thanks to China’s economic expansion.

The Tibetan capital Lhasa saw violent anti-Chinese government protests in
2008 that later spread to other areas inhabited by Tibetans. Authorities have kept
the city under tight security since then.
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Tibetan unrest follows a string of self-immolations
MSN News, 15 August 2012

Hundreds of Tibetans protested outside the police headquarters in the Tongren
county of China’s northwest Qinghai province. The Free Tibet group, which is
based in the UK, told the media that the protests began after police “dragged
four ethnic Tibetans from a car, severely beat them and threatened them with

<«

guns.

On Monday, the Tibetan rights groups claimed that a 20-year-old monk Lung-
tok, & 21-year-old former monk Taashi set themselves on fire in Aba prefecture

of Sichuan. Lungtok died whereas Tashi was hospitalized with severe injuries.

After the self-immolations, which took place around 6pm local time, a clash
broke out between ethnic Tibetan protesters and the police. The rights groups
said the police tried to block the area and took away two Tibetans. According to
the independent media reports, the clash left one protester dead.

Use of force by the Chinese

The Free Tibet and the India-based Tibetan Center for Human Rights and
Democracy alleged that the policed used “disproportionate force” against the

protesters.

“It is shocking that the police use metal batons spiked with nails to beat Tibet-
ans,” said Free Tibet director Stephanie Brigden. Such a response can only make
the grievances of the Tibetans deepened,” he said, adding that the Tibetans are
united against the Chinese rule.

The Chinese authorities are silent about the recent clashes.

Tibetan groups say that Tibetans carry out self-immolations to highlight their
frustrations with the Chinese rule in the region. According to Tibetan groups,
around 50 Tibetans have self-immolated since March 2011 to protest against the
restrictions on their religious freedom.

However, Beijing claims that the Tibetans are free to religious practise their re-
ligion. The communist government also says that that the living standard of the
Tibetans has improved under the Chinese rule. It calls self-immolators “terrorists
and criminals” and blames the self-exiled Tibetan spiritual leader the Dalai LLama
for instigating violence in Tibet.
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Police Beat Tibetan Man to Death after Self-immolations
By Alexa Olsen, Democratic China, 14 August 2012

Monday in the Aba prefecture of Sichuan, the two men who set themselves
alight were taken away by police who then attempted to clear the area. A clash
between police and Tibetans then broke out, with witnesses reporting that ba-

tons spiked with nails were used on protesters.

BEIJING — Police in far west China beat a Tibetan man to death during a
clash that broke out after two Tibetans set themselves on fire, a U.S. broadcaster

said Tuesday, in the worst flaring of violence in the region in months.

The violence occurred Monday in Sichuan province’s Aba prefecture, which has
emerged as a center of political activism and the site of dozens of self-immo-
lations in the past few years. The area, home to the influential Kirti Monastery,
has been flooded with security forces, but they have been unable to stop the im-

molation protests.

Radio Free Asia said in an emailed statement that a Kirti monk named Lungtok
and another man, identified as Tashi, set themselves alight Monday evening. Free
Tibet, a London-based Tibetan rights group, said the two men torched them-
selves inside a prayer-wheel hut near the monastery before stepping out and

walking toward the town’s main street.

Free Tibet said police put out the flames on both men before taking them away.
It said Lungtok was reported to have died and that Tashi was last seen being

taken away from the county hospital with severe injuries.

The Radio Free Asia report said a large number of police tried to clear the im-
molation site and ended up clashing with Tibetans. It said one man was beaten to

death, but gave no other details.

Free Tibet did not confirm the death but — citing an eyewitness — said one per-
son was dragged away with a severe head injury.

The group said the police used metal batons spiked with nails to beat demon-

stratofrs.

It also said a protest broke out Tuesday in Tongren, a monastery town in neigh-

boring Qinghai province, but did not provide details.
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Lobsang Kalsang

Age: 18

Occupation: Monk

Date of self-immolation: 27 August 2012

Place: Kirti Monastery, Ngaba, Amdo,
Northeastern Tibet

Current status: Deceased

Damchoe

Age: 17

Occupation: nomad

Date of self-immolation: 27 August 2012

Place: Kirti Monastery, Ngaba, Amdo,
Northeastern Tibet

Current status: Deceased

Tibetan teenagers set themselves on fire in China
The Associated Press in Beijing, 28 August 2012

Two Tibetan teenagers have died after setting themselves on fire outside a mon-
astery in the latest protest against Chinese rule, according to an overseas rights

group.
The deaths pushed to 51 the number of confirmed self-immolations since
2009, London-based Free Tibet said in a statement.

The group said 18-year-old monk Lobsang Kalsang and 17-year-old former
monk Damchocek set themselves on fite on Monday outside Kirti monastery in
Aba county in the south-west Chinese province of Sichuan. They died later that
day in hospital, Free Tibet said.

Citing witnesses, Free Radio Asia said the two teenagers shouted slogans con-
demning Chinese policies in Tibet.

Police in Aba county said on Tuesday they had no information on the self-im-
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molations, which are rarely reported by Chinese state media. There have been at
least 27 self-immolations in Aba, according to an earlier tally by the International
Campaign for Tibet.

Supporters say the self-immolations are done in protest against Beijing’s heavy-
handed rule in Tibetan regions and to call for the return of the Dalai Lama.
China has blamed the Tibetans’ exiled spititual leader for inciting the deaths, but
the Dalai Lama denies the claim. He has never publicly supported or denounced
the acts.

Lobsang Sangay, the political leader of Tibetan exiles, said earlier this month the
incidents were against the movement’s commitment to non-violence but it was

his duty to highlight why the protesters were dying.

He expressed his disappointment that the self-immolations by Tibetans have
not received the same international attention as the similar suicide of a Tunisian

man that sparked the Arab spring.

In Washington, the state department spokeswoman Victoria Nuland said on
Monday the US had called on Beijing to “meet the legitimate grievances of the
Tibetan people within China to protect their human rights, to protect their way

of life, and to work on these issues through dialogue”.

Two Tibetan teenagers die in selfimmolations
BBC, 28 August 2012

Lobsang Kalsang, an 18-year-old monk, and Damchoek, a 17-year-old former
monk, set themselves on fire on Monday morning, London-based Free Tibet
said.

It happened outside the Kirti Monastery in Aba county, where many of the self-

immolations have taken place.

This brings the number of Tibetans who have set themselves on fire since 2009
to 51, the group added.

The BBC is unable to verify this figure. Foreign media are banned from the re-
gion, making reports hard to confirm. Chinese state media have confirmed some

of the self-immolations but not all.

More than half of those who have set themselves on fire are believed to have
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died.
‘No information’

The teenagers died on Monday evening after being taken to a hospital by Chi-
nese authorities, Free Tibet said.

The young men were shouting slogans against Chinese rule and policies in Tibet
as their bodies burned, Radio Free Asia (RFA) reported, citing witnesses.

“Witnesses saw them run about 20 steps with their bodies on fire, and then they
fell to the ground,” two monks based in India told RFA.

Former monk Damchoek has been identified as the brother of Tenzin Choe-
don, a teenage nun who died after setting herself on fire earlier this year, the
reports said.

Lobsang Kalsang’s roommate at the monastery was detained on Monday, both
Free Tibet and RFA reported.

Aba county police said they had no information on the self-immolations, an
Associated Press report said.

Kirti Monastery, which has been the focus of protests for more than a year, is

surrounded by heavy security.

China’s leaders blame the Dalai L.ama, the Tibetans’ exiled spiritual leader, for

inciting the self-immolations and encouraging separatism.

He rejects this, and both activist groups and the Tibetan government-in-exile
say the self-immolations are protests against tight Chinese control of the region

and religious repression.

Two Tibetan teenagers self-immolate and die
By Daniel DeFraia, Global Post, August 28, 2012

Two Tibetan teenagers died today after self-immolating in protest of China’s
occupation of Tibet.

Free Tibet reported: “Lobsang Kalsang, an 18-year-old monk, and Damchoek,
a 17-year-old former monk, set themselves alight outside Kirti Monastery in Ng-

aba.”



344

Free Radio Asia said witnesses heard the two denounce China’s rule of Tibet

as they burned.

“Witnesses saw them run about 20 steps with their bodies on fire, and then they
fell to the ground,” two monks in India said, according to the BBC.

China’s state media rarely reports on self-immolations. Activist say since March
2011, about 51 Tibetans have set fire to themselves. This number could not be

confirmed.

Yesterday, US State Department spokeswoman Victoria Nuland said Beijing
needed to “meet the legitimate grievances of the Tibetan people within China
to protect their human rights, to protect their way of life, and to work on these

issues through dialogue.”

Two Tibetans self-immolate in China: groups
The Bangkok Post, 28 August 2012

Two Tibetan men have died after setting fire to themselves in China, a US
broadcaster and two overseas pressure groups said Tuesday, taking the number

of such protests to more than 50 since 2009.

Lobsang Kalsang, 18, a Buddhist monk, and former monk Damchoe, 17, died
in hospital on Monday after setting themselves on fire in southwest China’s Aba
town, which has become a flashpoint for protests against Beijing’s rule.

The two men shouted slogans condemning Chinese policies in Tibet as they
set themselves alight, Radio Free Asia said, citing two India-based monks with
contacts in Aba, Sichuan province.

They protested close to Aba’s Kirti monastery, which has been under heavy
security since a monk self-immolated in March 2011, kicking off a wave of dra-

matic protests by mostly young ethnic Tibetans in the region.

The latest deaths take the number of ethnic Tibetans to have self-immolated
since 2009 to 51, according to tallies by overseas-based pressure groups Free
Tibet and the International Campaign for Tibet.

“Tibetans’ fundamental human rights are being ignored by international leaders
who are afraid of risking their relationships with China,” said Free Tibet director

Stephanie Brigden in a statement.
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“The time has come for each one of us to speak up and demand Tibetan free-

2

dom.

Free Tibet said Damchoek, who like many Tibetans used only one name, was
the brother of Tenzin Choedon, a teenage nun who set fire to herself in Febru-

ary this year.

No one at the Kirti monastery or the hospital where the monks reportedly died
could be reached by telephone, while authorities in Aba declined to comment on

the latest self-immolation reports.

China has accused the Dalai LLama -- who fled Tibet following a failed upris-
ing against Chinese rule in 1959 and is vilified as a “separatist” by Communist

authorities -- of encouraging the protests.

The Dalai Lama has himself condemned self-immolations, which many Bud-
dhists believe are contrary to their faith, but blamed them on hardline Chinese

rule of Tibetan-populated areas.

Tibetans have long chafed under China’s rule over the vast Tibetan plateau, say-
ing that Beijing has curbed religious freedoms and their culture is being eroded

by an influx of Han Chinese, the country’s main ethnic group.

Beijing, however, says that Tibetans enjoy religious freedom and have benefited

from improved living standards brought on by China’s economic expansion.

Breaking: Two young Tibetans set themselves on fire, Self-immolation toll
breaches 50
Phayul, August 28, 2012

DHARAMSHALA, August 28: In confirmed reports coming out of Tibet, two
young Tibetans set themselves on fire Monday in an apparent protest against

China’s continued occupation of Tibet.

The two have been identified as Lobsang Kalsang, an 18-year-old monk of the
Kirti Monastery in Ngaba eastern Tibet and Damchoe, a former monk at the

monastery, aged around 17.
Both of them succumbed to their injuries later in the day.

Damchoe was the younger brother of Tenzin Choedron, a nun at the Mamae

nunnery, the largest nunnery in the Ngaba region, who passed away in her self-
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immolation protest eatlier this year on February 11.

The exile base of the Kirti Monastery in Dharamshala, in release said Lobsang
Kalsang and Damchoe set themselves on fire at around 8:30 am (local time) near

the eastern gate of the Kirti Monastery.

“According to eyewitnesses, the two Tibetan martyrs, engulfed in flames, walked
around 20 steps before falling down on the ground,” the release said. “They
raised slogans against the Chinese government policies of annihilating the Ti-

betan race.”

Chinese security personnel arrived at the scene and after dousing the flames,
took both of them to Ngaba hospital, where they were kept for a short period.

Lobsang Kalsang and Damchoe were then taken to the nearby Barkham hospi-
tal where they succumbed to their injuries.

It is not yet known whether the bodies have been handed over to the families.

“Following the protest, Lobsang Kalsang’s room-mate at the Kirti Monastery,

Lobsang Palden was detained by Chinese security personnel,” the release said.

The wave of self-immolations that began in 2009 has now witnessed 52 Tibet-
ans set themselves on fire demanding freedom in Tibet and the return of Tibetan

spititual leader the Dalai Lama from exile.

US State Department spokesperson Victoria Nuland, during a daily press brief-
ing on Monday, reiterated the US government’s appeal to China to address the
legitimate grievances of Tibetans through dialogue.

“Whenever we see these tragic incidents, we again call on China to meet the
legitimate grievances of the Tibetan people within China to protect their human
rights, to protect their way of life, and to work on these issues through dialogue,”
Nuland said.

Teen pair burn as Tibet torch toll climbs
The Standard Online, August 29, 2012

Two Tibetan teenagers have died after setting fire to themselves, a US broad-
caster and two overseas pressure groups say, taking the number of such protests

to more than 50 since 2009.
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Lobsang Kalsang, 18, a Buddhist monk, and former monk Damchoe, 17, died
in hospital on Monday in Sichuan province’s Aba town, which has become a

flashpoint for protests against Beijing’s rule.

The two men shouted slogans condemning Beijing’s policies in Tibet as they
set themselves alight, Radio Free Asia said, citing two India-based monks with
contacts in Aba.

They protested close to Kirti monastery, which has been under heavy security
since a monk self- immolated in March last year, kicking off a wave of the dra-

matic protests by mostly young Tibetans.

The latest deaths take the number of Tibetans to have self- immolated since
2009 to 51, according to pressure groups Free Tibet and the International Cam-
paign for Tibet.

“Tibetans’ fundamental human rights are being ignored by international leaders
who are afraid of risking their relationships with China,” said Free Tibet director
Stephanie Brigden.

“The time has come for each one of us to speak up and demand Tibetan free-

35

dom.

Free Tibet said Damchoe, who like many Tibetans used only one name, was the

brother of Tenzin Choedon, a teenage nun who set fire to herself in February.

China has accused the Dalai Lama - who is vilified as a “separatist” by commu-

nist authorities - of encouraging the protests.

The Dalai Lama has himself condemned self-immolations, which many Bud-
dhists believe are contrary to their faith, but blamed them on hardline Chinese
rule of Tibetan-populated areas.

Tibetans say Beijing has curbed religious freedoms and their culture is being
eroded by an influx of Han Chinese, the country’s main ethnic group.

Two Tibetans self-immolate in China
The Telegraph, 28 Aug 2012

Lobsang Kalsang, 18, a Buddhist monk, and former monk Damchoe, 17, died
in hospital on Monday after setting themselves on fire in southwest China’s Aba

town, which has become a flashpoint for protests against Beijing’s rule.



348

The two men shouted slogans condemning Chinese policies in Tibet as they
set themselves alight, Radio Free Asia said, citing two India-based monks with

contacts in Aba, Sichuan province.

They protested close to Aba’s Kirti monastery, which has been under heavy
security since a monk self-immolated in March 2011, kicking off a wave of the
dramatic protests by mostly young ethnic Tibetans in the region.

The latest deaths take the number of ethnic Tibetans to have self-immolated
since 2009 to 51, according to tallies by overseas-based pressure groups Free
Tibet and the International Campaign for Tibet.

“Tibetans’ fundamental human rights are being ignored by international leaders
who are afraid of risking their relationships with China,” said Free Tibet director

Stephanie Brigden in a statement.

“The time has come for each one of us to speak up and demand Tibetan

freedom.”

Free Tibet said Damchoek, who like many Tibetans used only one name, was
the brother of Tenzin Choedon, a teenage nun who set fire to herself in Febru-

ary this year.

No one at the Kirti monastery or the hospital where the monks reportedly died
could be reached by telephone, while authorities in Aba declined to comment on

the latest self-immolation reports.

China has accused the Dalai Lama — who fled Tibet following a failed uprising
against Chinese rule in 1959 and is vilified as a “separatist” by Communist au-

thorities — of encouraging the protests.

The Dalai Lama has himself condemned self-immolations, which many Bud-
dhists believe are contrary to their faith, but blamed them on hardline Chinese

rule of Tibetan-populated areas.

Tibetans have long chafed under China’s rule over the vast Tibetan plateau, say-
ing that Beijing has curbed religious freedoms and their culture is being eroded

by an influx of Han Chinese, the country’s main ethnic group.

Beijing, however, says that Tibetans enjoy religious freedom and have benefited

from improved living standards brought on by China’s economic expansion.
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Two Tibetans Self-Immolate
RFA, 27 August 2012

Two young Tibetan men set themselves on fire near a restive monastery in
China’s Sichuan province and died Monday in protest against Chinese rule in

Tibetan areas, Tibetan sources in exile said.

Their self-immolation came two days after a nun in a neighboring prefecture
braved tight security restriction and staged a solitary protest, also challenging

Beijing’s rule, before she was detained and taken away.

Lobsang Kalsang, 18 and a monk at Kirti monastery, and Damchoe, 17 and an
ex-monk, self-immolated at a site near the eastern gate of Kirti monastery and
close to Heroes’ Street in Ngaba, the sources said, referring to a main road in
Ngaba town which has become the epicenter of burning protests challenging
Chinese rule.

As they burned, both shouted slogans condemning Chinese policies in Tibet,
India-based monks Kanyag Tsering and Lobsang Yeshe said, citing contacts in
the region.

“Witnesses saw them run about 20 steps with their bodies on fire, and then they
fell to the ground,” they said, adding that sounds of “Ki! Kil,” a Tibetan battle

cry, could later be heard coming from the flames.

Police took both men to Ngaba hospital, and then to a hospital in nearby
Barkham county, “but later in the evening, both men died, and their bodies are
still in the possession of the authorities,” Tsering and Yeshe said.

“No information is available as to whether the authorities have handed the bod-

ies over to their relatives,” they said.
Total now at 51

Speaking separately to RFA on condition of anonymity, two Ngaba residents
confirmed the self-immolations on Monday, saying the two protesters set them-

selves ablaze at about 11:00 a.m. local time.
“They held their protest ... close to Heroes’ Street in Ngaba,” one source said.

Their burnings bring to 51 the total number of self-immolations since the wave



350

of fiery protests began in February 2009, with neatly all of the protests taking

place in Tibetan-populated provinces in western China.

Most were protests against Chinese rule and calling for the return of the Dalai

Lama, Tibet’s spiritual leader who now lives in exile in Dharamsala, India.

The last reported self-immolation before Monday’s protest was on Aug. 13
when two young Tibetan men, one a Kirti monk and the other a former monk,
set themselves on fire and walked, burning and shouting slogans, along the main

street of Ngaba town before being overwhelmed and taken away by police.

The burnings triggered protests by residents, leading to a Chinese security

crackdown in which one Tibetan was beaten to death.

Damchoe, one of the men who died on Monday, was a nephew of the other
self-immolator, Lobsang Kalsang, and was the younger brother of a nun named
Tenzin Chodron who died in an eatlier protest, Tsering and Yeshe said.

“He was a monk of Kirti monastery, but later he disrobed and lived with his

2

mother in a nomadic community.

After Monday’s protest, Chinese police detained Lobsang Kalsang’s roommate

Lobsang Palden at Kirti monastery, Tsering and Yeshe said.
Nun protests, is detained

Meanwhile, a 39-year-old Tibetan nun staged a lone protest on Saturday in Si-
chuan’s Kardze (in Chinese, Ganzi) prefecture, calling for freedom for Tibet, a

Tibetan source in exile said, citing sources in the region.

“A nun by the name of Shedrub Lhamo protested at around 8:30 a.m. on Aug.
25 in Kardze town,” India-based monk Pema Tsewang said, citing sources in
Kardze.

“She shouted slogans calling for the long life of the Dalai Lama and for his
return to Tibet and for freedom for Tibet. She also threw several leaflets in the

air before she was detained by police,” he said.

What was written on the leaflets is not known, but a foreign tourist who was
present took a photo of a leaflet and was also immediately detained, Pema Tse-

wang said.

“The police seized his camera and took him away in a vehicle. It is not clear

whether or not he was later released.”



351

“Relatives of the nun protester went to the detention center to bring her some

clothes,” he said. “The police took them and said they would hand them over.”

Shedrub Lhamo’s father was identified as Tsewang Gyurme and her mother as
Tsering Palmo. A native of Shang Khag village in the Khadrag subdivision of
Sichuan’s Kardze county, she is a nun belonging to Ganden Choeling monastery

in Kardze, Pema Tsewang said.

Two Tibetans Self-Immolate in China: Groups
The Jakarta Post, August 28, 2012

Two Tibetan men have died after setting fire to themselves in China, a US
broadcaster and two overseas pressure groups said Tuesday, taking the number
of such protests to more than 50 since 2009.

Lobsang Kalsang, 18, a Buddhist monk, and former monk Damchoe, 17, died
in hospital on Monday after setting themselves on fire in southwest China’s Aba

town, which has become a flashpoint for protests against Beijing’s rule.

The two men shouted slogans condemning Chinese policies in Tibet as they
set themselves alight, Radio Free Asia said, citing two India-based monks with

contacts in Aba, Sichuan province.

They protested close to Aba’s Kirti monastery, which has been under heavy
security since a monk self-immolated in March 2011, kicking off a wave of the
dramatic protests by mostly young ethnic Tibetans in the region.

The latest deaths take the number of ethnic Tibetans to have self-immolated
since 2009 to 51, according to tallies by overseas-based pressure groups Free
Tibet and the International Campaign for Tibet.

“Tibetans’ fundamental human rights are being ignored by international leaders
who are afraid of risking their relationships with China,” said Free Tibet director
Stephanie Brigden in a statement.

“The time has come for each one of us to speak up and demand Tibetan free-

2

dom.

Free Tibet said Damchoek, who like many Tibetans used only one name, was
the brother of Tenzin Choedon, a teenage nun who set fire to herself in Febru-

ary this year.
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No one at the Kirti monastery or the hospital where the monks reportedly died
could be reached by telephone, while authorities in Aba declined to comment on

the latest self-immolation reports.

China has accused the Dalai Lama — who fled Tibet following a failed upris-
ing against Chinese rule in 1959 and is vilified as a “separatist” by Communist

authorities — of encouraging the protests.

The Dalai Lama has himself condemned self-immolations, which many Bud-
dhists believe are contrary to their faith, but blamed them on hardline Chinese

rule of Tibetan-populated areas.

Tibetans have long chafed under China’s rule over the vast Tibetan plateau, say-
ing that Beijing has curbed religious freedoms and their culture is being eroded
by an influx of Han Chinese, the country’s main ethnic group.

Beijing, however, says that Tibetans enjoy religious freedom and have benefited

from improved living standards brought on by China’s economic expansion.

Yungdrung

Age: 27

Occupation: --

Date of self-immolation: 29 September 2012
Place: Zatoe, Yulshul, Tibet

Current Status: unknown

Youth self-immolates in Zatoe in eastern Tibet
By Lobsang Wangyal, Tibet Sun, 30 September 2012

MCLEOD GANJ: A Tibetan youth from eastern Tibet has set fire to himself in
protest against Chinese rule in Tibet, calling for the independence of Tibet and
the return of the Dalai Lama and the Karmapa.

The self-immolation comes days after exile Tibetans appealed to their fellow
countrymen to end the fire protests.

Sources in exile who have contacts in Tibet confirmed the self-immolation and
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organised a candlelight vigil to stand in solidarity with the youth.

Yungdung, 27, set himself ablaze and shouted slogans against Chinese rule, in
Dzatoe (Ch: Zaduo) county in the Yushu Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture. He
was severely burnt when he was taken away by Chinese security forces.

While on fire he additionally shouted slogans acknowledging Sikyong Lobsang
Sangay, the political leader of the exile Tibetans, is the King of Tibet, and that
Chinese return to China, stop mining in Tibet and stop religious persecution.

Yungdung becomes the 52nd Tibetan to have self-immolated since Tapey’s im-
molation in February 2009. More than forty have died.

Tibetan Man Self-Immolates, Ignoring Exiles’ Pleas
By Jack Phillips, The Epoch Times Staff, 1 October 2012

Just a few days after Tibetan exile leaders made a plea to end the practice, a Ti-
betan man set himself on fire on Saturday to protest against harsh Chinese rule
in west-central Qinghai Province.

The man, who was dressed in Tibetan garb, self-immolated in Dzatoe county
in the Yushul Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture, and was then taken by Chinese

security forces, reported Radio Free Asia, citing local sources.

“While burning, he shouted various slogans—calling for the independence of
Tibet,” a source, who was not named due to security reasons, told the broad-

castef.

“He walked past several Tibetan shops in Dzatoe county’s shopping complex
with his body on fire,” the source said, adding that local shopkeepers attempted
to douse the man with water to put out the fire. Other sources added more grue-

some details before he was taken by Chinese authorities.

Exiled Tibetan leaders last week called on Tibetans inside of China to put an
end to self-immolations, saying they go against the nonviolent nature of the
movement. At least 52 Tibetans have set themselves ablaze since March 2009,
most taking place in Sichuan Province and other heavily Tibetan areas, with more

than 40 dying.

The most recent self-immolation may have been linked to Chinese authorities
forcing local Tibetans to participate in the filming of a movie which depicts
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Tibetans as being happy under Chinese rule, reported the pro-Tibet Phayul pub-
lication, which cited the Tibet Express newspaper. The publication reported that

the man who set himself on fire was a 27-year-old man called Yungdrung,

“The Tibetans expressed their unwillingness to take part in the show this year
thus leading to the protest by Yungdrung against the Chinese government,” the

report said.

The Central Tibetan Administration met in the Indian town of Dharamsala for

four days, telling Tibetans “not to take drastic actions” and set themselves on fire.

“Tibet is a thinly populated country, and in the present situation losing even one
life is a great loss for the Tibetan people,” the organization said last week, accord-
ing to RFA. “Please preserve your lives in the future.”

The exiled officials, however, called on China to end its repressive policies
against Tibetans in the country, which has led to the deterioration of their cul-

ture, religion, and language.

In many Tibetan areas including in Lhasa, capital of the Tibetan Autonomous
Prefecture, Chinese security forces have clamped down hard in recent months on
dissent and the spreading of information regarding the self-immolations.

China’s ‘Happy Tibetans’ filming the immediate provocation for yet an-
other self-immolation
TibetanReview.net, October 01, 2012

A Tibetan youth was reported to have immolated himself in Dzatoe (Chinese:
Zaduo) County of Yushu Prefecture, Qinghai Province, on Sep 29, just a day
after a conclave of more than 400 exile Tibetans from 26 countries issued a fer-
vent appeal from Dharamsala that such an act conveying the depth of frustration
with Chinese rule be not carried out. Dressed in full traditional Tibetan outfit,
Yungdrung, 27, shouted slogans calling for Tibet’s independence and the Dalai
Lama and the Karmapa’s return from exile, and prayers for long life for His Ho-
liness the Dalai L.ama as he walked by the county’s shopping complex in raging
flames, reported Radio Free Asia (RFA, Washington) Sep 29 and other Tibetan
news services Sep 30.

Shopkeepers were reported to have thrown water on him, but to little effect.

The RFEA report cited witnesses as saying his entrails were falling out as raging
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The reports did not say how the fire eventually subsided; they only said Chinese
police took him away. His conditions remain unknown amid fears that he may

have died the next morning;

The fiery protest by Yungdrung brings to at least 52 the number of Tibetans,
mostly monks and nuns, who have immolated themselves thus in Tibet since Feb
2009.

The immediate provocation for the latest self-immolation was suspected to be
the Chinese authorities’ coercion on the local Tibetans to participate in a shoot-
ing of a propaganda film with the theme of ‘happiness in Tibet’. The Tibetans

were reported to have staged protests against the filming and the coercion.

On the same day, the Dalai Lama led a prayer service at Dharamsala for those
who had immolated themselves for the Tibetan cause, joined by the heads of the
four schools of Tibetan Buddhism and the pre-Buddhist Tibetan religion Bon.

bttp:/ [ www.rfa.org/ english/ news/ tibet/ burning-10012012141037.himl

Clampdown in Wake of Burning
REA, 1 October 2012

Chinese forces have tightened security in a Tibetan-populated county of Qing-
hai province following the self-immolation Saturday of a Tibetan man protesting

rule by Beijing, according to Tibetan sources.

Yungdrung, 27, set himself ablaze on Saturday on a shop-lined street in Dzatoe
(in Chinese, Zaduo) county in the restive Yulshul (in Chinese, Yushu) prefecture.

Wearing traditional Tibetan dress, he shouted slogans calling for Tibetan inde-
pendence and for the return to Tibet of exiled spiritual leader the Dalai Lama
before Chinese police took him away, witnesses said.

Details concerning his present condition and whereabouts are unknown, but

witnesses described him as severely burned.

“Authorities have now imposed fresh restrictions on the movements of Tibetan
residents in Dzatoe, and the area of the town including the street crossing and its
immediate vicinity are filled with Chinese security personnel,” Tenpa Yarphel, a
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member of Tibet’s India-based exile parliament, said on Sunday.

Yungdrung was originally a resident of the Karma subdistrict of Chamdo pre-
fecture in the Tibet Autonomous Region, but later moved to Dzatoe, Yarphel

said.

“When he was rushed to a hospital by the Chinese police, he could only utter
the words “Tibet, Tibet ...,”” Yarphel said, citing witnesses.

Survival doubted

Though Chinese authorities said on Sept. 30 that Yungdrung had been taken
out of the county for medical treatment, witnesses believe that he may have died
on the way, Yarphel added.

In separate reports, both the online Tibet Express and the website of Tibet’s
India-based exile government, the Central Tibetan Administration, confirmed

Yungdrung’s identity and age.

Yungdrung’s self-immolation, the 52nd in the wave of fiery protests since Feb-
ruary 2009, came a day after more than 400 Tibetan exiles from 26 countries
meeting in India called for an end to self-immolations by Tibetans challenging

Chinese rule.

The meeting held in the hill-town of Dharamsala expressed “grave concern”
over the burnings and urged Tibetans living under Chinese rule not to take “dras-

tic actions.”

“Tibet is a thinly populated country, and in the present situation losing even one
life is a great loss for the Tibetan people,” said one of 31 recommendations and
resolutions adopted by the delegates to the four-day gathering, the largest meet-
ing of its kind in four years.

“Please preserve your lives in the future,” it said.

Similar expressions of concern from exile figures and from the Dalai Lama

himself over the burnings have gone largely unheeded in the past.
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Gudrup

Age: 43

Occupation: Writer/poet

Date of self-immolation: 29 September 2012
Place: Driru town in Nagchu, Central Tibet

Current Status: Deceased

The last message of Gudrup:

‘My brothers and sisters of the Land of Snows, althongh looking back at onr past we have
nothing but a sense of loss, anger, sadness, and tears, I pray that the coming new year of the
Water Dragon brings you health, success, and the fulfillment of aspirations.

We must identify and give prominence to our pride in ourselves as a people and even in the

Jace of loss and suffering, must never lose our conrage and spirit in our endeavonr to uphold
our unity.’
(Translation by Phayul.com)

Tibetan writer commits self-immolation in China: Monks
By Ananth Krishnan, The Hindn, 5 October 2012

A Tibetan writer and poet who studied in India died on Thursday after setting
himself on fire to protest Chinese policies in the Tibet Autonomous Region
(TAR), according to monks in Dharamsala and Tibetan sources.

Gudrup (43) set himself on fire on Thursday morning in a town in TAR’s
Nagqu prefecture, they said. He had left a note on a popular Chinese social net-
working website, called QQ, in which he called for “unity among all Tibetans”,
the monks added.

More than 50 self-immolation protests have taken place in China since 2011.
The protests have been predominantly carried out by monks and nuns in Tibetan
monastery towns outside the TAR, in the western provinces of Sichuan and

Qinghai.
Gudrup’s self-immolation marked the first instance of such a protest by a Ti-
betan writer in China known for his political activism, monks in India said. His
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writings and poems, posted online, were followed by many in the Tibetan com-
munity, although they were frequently subjected to censorship restrictions. In
a blog post in March, Gudrup wrote of a widening “non-violent movement”,
speaking of the spreading self-immolation protests close to the anniversary of
the 2008 riots.

His self-immolation came less than a week after reports said a young Tibetan
had died in a similar protest in northwestern Qinghai. Earlier this week, exiled
groups reported four Tibetans, including two teenage monks, were jailed by au-
thorities for allegedly conveying news of the protests and assisting a monk in car-
rying out a self-immolation in Aba, the Sichuan town where most of the protests

have taken place. The jail terms ranged from seven to 11 years, the groups said.

According to a monk in India, Gudrup studied at the Tibetan Transit School
in Dharamsala before returning to Tibet in 2005. He often used the pen name
“Youth of the Snow Realm”.

The self-immolation protests have appeared to divide the Tibetan community.
In Dharamsala this week, members of the exiled community met to discuss the
protests. While the Dharamsala exiled administration has issued appeals for the
protests to stop, others in the Tibetan community have called for more support

for those have carried out the immolations.

Some Tibetan writers in China have issued an appeal calling for the self-immo-
lations to stop, arguing that Tibetans needed “to cherish life” to fight for their
rights.

Underscoring the sensitivity of the issue, even the Dalai Lama has said he would
“remain neutral” on the question. The exiled Tibetan spiritual leader told The
Hindu in an interview in July in his first detailed comments on the self-immola-
tions that the protests were “a very, very delicate” political issue. He pointed out
that it would not be appropriate for him to say anything “negative” about those
who had sacrificed their lives. At the same time, he rejected Chinese accusations
of a “plot” and stressed that he was not encouraging the protests, instead calling

on the Chinese government to examine its policies in Tibet.

The Beijing-based Tibetan writer Tsering Woeser on Friday posted on her blog
a translation of one of Gudrup’s writings. “Brothers and sisters of the snow-
covered Tibetan land, when looking back at our past it is rarely a joyful scene,” he

wrote. “We must not lose our faith, we must strengthen our unity”.
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Breaking: Tibetan man dies in self-immolation protest, Leaves message
of pride and unity
Phayul, Thursday, October 04, 2012

DHARAMSHALA, October 4: In reports coming out of Tibet, another Ti-
betan man has set himself on fire today in an apparent protest against China’s

continued occupation of Tibet, taking Tibet’s self-immolation toll to 53.

Sources from inside Tibet, using a popular phone interface programme, have
said that Gudrub, 43, torched himself in Nagchu town in central Tibet at around
10 am (local time). He is believed to have passed away at the site of his protest.

Dharamshala based Tibetan language new portal, Tibet Express, in a report cited
eyewitnesses as saying that Gudrup raised slogans for Tibet’s freedom and the
return of exiled Tibetan spiritual leader His Holiness the Dalai ILama before set-
ting himself on fire.

“Eyewitnesses have said that Gudrup shouted, “Wherever we go, we have no
freedom,” “Freedom for Tibet,” “Let His Holiness the Dalai Lama return to

Tibet,” before setting himself on fire,” the report said.

At the time of reporting, Gudrup’s body has not been handed over to his family

membets.

Before carrying out his self-immolation protest, Gudrup left a last message ad-
dressed to all Tibetans calling for unity and pride in one’s race on qq.com, China’s

largest online network.

“My brothers and sisters of the land of snows, although, looking back at our
past, we have nothing but a sense of loss, anger, sadness, and tears, I pray that
the coming new year of the Water Dragon brings you health, success, and the
fulfillment of aspirations,” Gudrup writes.

“We must distinguish and give prominence to our pride in ourselves as a people
and even in the face of loss and suffering, must never lose our courage and spirit

in our endeavour to uphold our unity.”

Gudrup is a native of Driru in Kham eastern Tibet and was a writer who read

extensively on Tibet’s history.
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Tibetan Blogger Self-Immolates, Leaves Posts Behind
By Jeff Seldin, 1704 News, October 04, 2012

Sources tell VOA’s Tibetan Service a 43-year-old poet and blogger named Gu-
drup engulfed himself in flames Thursday in Dreru, Tibet - part of the area
China has designated the Tibet Autonomous Region.

Witnesses said Gudrup was badly burned when he was brought to a hospital. A
doctor later told them Gudrup had died, but the authorities so far are refusing to
release his body to his family.

This past March, Gudrup blogged about the anti-China protests that had
gripped southwestern China and Tibet, writing on March 14 “Tibetans who re-
fuse to denounce His Holiness the Dalai LLama or accept China’s rule on Tibet
are secretly killed or made to disappear.”

In the same post, Gudrup called on fellow Tibetans to “win the battle through
truth, by shooting arrows upon our lives.”

He also warned Tibetans “are sharpening our nonviolent movement... declaring

the reality of Tibet by burning our own bodies to call for freedom.”

Gudrup’s actions bring the number of self-immolations to 53 since February
2009, and are part of a slowly growing number taking place within the Tibet Au-
tonomous Region. Most of the self-immolations have occurred in southwestern
China.

China has repeatedly denounced self-immolations as terrorist acts, calling the
practice barbaric. But representatives of the Dalai Lama and the prime minister
of the Tibetan government-in-exile say the practice is a sign Tibetans can no

longer tolerate Beijing’s push against their culture and religion.

“The fact that Tibetans after 50-plus years are still protesting, and in [the] dras-
tic form of self-immolation, clearly indicates that they are protesting against the
occupation of Tibet and the repressive policies of the Chinese government,”
Lobsang Sangay told a gathering in Dharamsala, India last week.

The Tibetan government-in-exile says 51 Tibetans have set themselves on fire

since March of 2009 to protest Chinese rule.

China views Tibet as a non-negotiable part of its territory and has long accused
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the Dalai Lama of trying to separate the Himalayan region from China. The
Dalai Lama has said repeatedly that he is not pushing for Tibetan independence,

but for greater autonomy.

A Tibetan Writer Self-immolates in Nagchu: Report
Tibet.net, October 4, 2012

DHARAMSHALA: Reports coming out of Tibet say a Tibetan writer today set
himself on fire and died in Driru county in Nagchu in eastern Tibet. The inci-
dent has raised the total number of self-immolations in Tibet to 53, out which
43 have died.

Gudrup, 43, set himself on fire around 10 AM in Nagchu town and succumbed
to his injuries. Chinese police bundled off Gudrup’s charred dead body from the
spot instead of handing it to his family, the report said.

While engulfed in flame, he raised slogans saying “there is no freedom in Tibet,
let His Holiness the Dalai .ama return to Tibet.”

Before the fiery protest, he has reportedly left a message on his QQ account,
calling for “unity among all Tibetans and not to give up in the face of Tibet’s
struggle for freedom.”

“Gudrup studied at Sherab Gatsel Lobling school in Dharamsala in India be-
fore returning to his homeland in 2005 upon completion of his studies and
described him as a “prolific writer who goes by the pen name “Gangtro Kyi
Nashon” or Youth of Snow Realm”. He takes keen interest in political develop-
ments concerning the issue of Tibet and regularly reads Tibet’s history books,”
Tibet Express quoted a source from the region as saying.

Tibetan burns himself to death in China protest
(Sunday Times Newspaper, Sti Lanka)

BEIJING, Oct 6, 2012 (AFP) - A writer who spoke out against Chinese repres-
sion towards Tibet has burned himself to death, a rights group said, the 53rd
person to set themselves ablaze protesting Beijing’s rule.

The International Campaign for Tibet said in a statement that Gudrub, 42,

called for freedom for the region and the return of the exiled spiritual leader the
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Dalai Lama while flames engulfed him in Tibet’s Nagchu county on Thursday.

Gudrub, who was only identified by one name, was taken to a local hospital by
authorities where he was pronounced dead, the London-based group said, citing

multiple exile Tibetan media outlets.
Calls to authorities in Nagchu on Saturday went unanswered.

China’s Tibetan-inhabited areas have seen an explosion in such protests since
February 2009, with at least 53 Tibetans setting themselves alight, mostly since
March last year, the campaign said.

“Tibetans who are concerned about the welfare of the people are subjected to
arbitrary arrests and beatings,” Gudrub wrote earlier this year in an essay trans-
lated by the Tibetan service of the US-based Voice of America.

“Tibetans who refuse to denounce His Holiness the Dalai .ama or accept Chi-
na’s rule (of) Tibet are secretly killed or made to disappear.”As a result, Gudrub
added, Tibetans “are sharpening our non-violent movement (and) declaring the
reality of Tibet by burning our own bodies to call for freedom in Tibet.”Gudrub’s
death comes after a 27-year-old Tibetan man named Yangdang self-immolated
on Sept.29 in Dzato county, a Tibetan-inhabited region in northwest China’s

Qinghai province, the campaign said.

The recent incidents come after the prime minister of Tibet’s government-in-
exile last week called on the international community to resist growing pressure
from China and stand up for human rights in his homeland.

Lobsang Sangay, who last year took over political duties from revered Buddhist
spiritual leader the Dalai Lama, said that spate of self-immolation protests were
proof of severe Chinese repression in Tibet.

“Now I have more responsibilities, the Chinese government is raising pressure
on the West,” Sangay told a meeting in the northern Indian hilltown of Dharam-

shala. “We have to re-establish our strong contacts with these countries.”

Tibetan dies after self-immolation protest in Nagchu
By Lobsang Wangyal, Tizbet Sun, 5 October 2012

A Tibetan writer has died on Thursday after he set himself on fire in protest

against Chinese rule in Tibet, according to exile Tibetan sources who have con-
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tacts in Tibet.

Gudup, 43, self-immolated in Diru, Nagchu, in eastern Tibet. Chinese police
carried away Gudup’s charred body from the spot. He is believed to have died in
Chinese custody.

He shouted slogans calling for “free Tibet” and “let the Dalai Lama get back in
Tibet” as his body was consumed by fire.

Gudup wrote under the pen name “Youth of Snow land”, and left a note on his
QQ account before the fiery protest calling for “unity among all Tibetans and to
never give up in the Tibetan freedom struggle.”

Sources say Gudup came to India in 2005 and studied at the Tibetan Transit
School for newly-arrived refugees in Dharamshala. Upon his return to Tibet in
2006, Gudup was arrested, and later released in 2008.

With Gudup’s self-immolation, the number of fire protests reached 53 since it
first began with Tapey’s immolation in February 2009. More than 40 of these are
believed to have died.

Dharamshala pays homage to Tibetan self-immolators
By Phuntsok Yangchen, Phayul, October 07, 2012

DHARAMSHALA: Tibetans and supporters in the Tibetan exile headquarters
of Dharamshala held special prayers and led a candle light protest Friday in soli-
darity with Tibetan self-immolators.

The Central Tibetan Administration held a prayer service at the Tsug-la Khang
in honour of Tibetans who have sacrificed their lives in protest against China’s
occupation in Tibet. Hundreds of Tibetans, including the Chief Justice Com-
missioners, Kalons and Members of Parliament paid tribute to Jamyang Palden,
Yungdrung, and Gudrup, three Tibetans who recently passed away after setting
themselves on fire demanding freedom and the Dalai Lama’s return.

Jamyang Palden, a monk at the Rongwo Monastery in Rebkong, eastern Tibet,
succumbed to his injuries at his monastery quarters on September 29, after an

ordeal that lasted for more than six months.

On March 14, Jamyang Palden had set himself on fire in protest against the

Chinese government on a ground in front of his monastery.
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Yungdrung, 27, set himself ablaze in Zatoe town of Yushul, eastern Tibet on
September 29, while calling for independence of Tibet, the return of His Ho-
liness the Dalai Lama and Gyalwang Karmapa from exile. He also addressed
Sikyong Dr Lobsang Sangay (the elected leader of Tibetan people) as the “king
of Tibet.”

Yungdung reportedly passed away while being taken by Chinese security per-

sonnel to a nearby place.

On October 4, a Tibetan writer, Gudrup, 43, set himself on fire in Nagchu town

in central Tibet and later succumbed to his injuries.

Before carrying out his self-immolation protest, Gudrup left a last message ad-

dressed to all Tibetans calling for unity and pride in one’s race.

“My brothers and sisters of the land of snows, although, looking back at our
past, we have nothing but a sense of loss, anger, sadness, and tears, I pray that
the coming new year of the Water Dragon brings you health, success, and the

fulfillment of aspirations,” Gudrup writes.

“We must distinguish and give prominence to our pride in ourselves as a people
and even in the face of loss and suffering, must never lose our courage and spirit

in our endeavour to uphold our unity.”

Later in the evening, hundreds of Tibetans and foreigners marched in McLeod
Ganyj, carrying candles in one hand and with the other, holding a long stretch of
khatak (Tibetan scarf) fastened together, as a mark of respect and solidarity with
the Tibetan self-immolators.

Organisers said that a similar vigil was carried out in Ngaba, eastern Tibet af-
ter the demise of 20-year-old monk Losbang Puntsok who self-immolated on
March 16, 2011.

Speaking at the a candle light protest organised by the regional chapters of the
Tibetan youth and women’s groups and SFT, India, Tenzin Kalden, a monk who

is from Gudrup’s village relayed the last moments before his fiery protest.

“Gudrup went inside a public toilet in the market of Nagchu town, poured
kerosene on himself and set himself on fire,” Kalden said citing sources inside
Tibet. “He then started walking towards a Chinese government office located

nearby but was resisted.”

Gudrup was born in Kham Driru and had one sister and four brothers. He lost
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his parent at the very young age.

Gudrup had stayed in India for over a year and upon his return to Tibet in 2000,

was arrested and later released in 2008.

Gudrup always had a keen interest in Tibetan history and kept a blog, Two of
his short writings have emerged, one written in March 2012.

Sangye Gyatso

Age: 27

Occupation: farmer

Date of self-immolation: 6 October 2012

Place: Tsoe town in Kanlho, Amdo,
Northeastern Tibet

Current Statue: Decased

New self-immolation ‘by Tibetan in China’
Agence France Press, 6 October 2012

BEIJING — A Tibetan has burned himself to death inside a Buddhist monas-
tery in China as part of a grisly series of protests against Beijing’s hardline rule
of the region, Radio Free Asia reported.

Saturday’s self-immolation by Sangay Gyatso meant that 44 ethnic Tibetans
have now burned themselves to death since the protests began in February 2009,
the US network reported.

Another 10 people are said to have set themselves on fire but survived.

Citing sources inside Tibet, RFA’s Tibetan service said the latest protest hap-
pened inside the Dokar monastery, in the south of China’s western province of

Gansu.

RFA’s Chinese-language website showed photographs of Gyatso’s charred body

but the station said that its sources had provided little information about the
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27-year-old’s background.

AFP was unable to obtain confirmation of the death from local authorities in
Gansu, one of several Chinese provinces near Tibet proper that are home to

large ethnic Tibetan minorities.

The International Campaign for Tibet reported this weekend that a writer who

spoke out against Chinese repression had burned himself to death on Thursday.

Gudrub, 42, called for freedom for the region and the return of the exiled spiri-
tual leader the Dalai Lama while flames engulfed him in Tibet’s Nagchu county,
the London-based ICT said, giving only one name for the writer.

“Tibetans who are concerned about the welfare of the people are subjected to
arbitrary arrests and beatings,” Gudrub wrote eatlier this year in an essay trans-

lated by the Tibetan service of the US-based Voice of America.

“Tibetans who refuse to denounce His Holiness the Dalai I.ama or accept Chi-

na’s rule (of) Tibet are secretly killed or made to disappear.”

As a result, Gudrub added, Tibetans “are sharpening our non-violent move-
ment (and) declaring the reality of Tibet by burning our own bodies to call for
freedom in Tibet”.

Gudrub’s death came after a 27-year-old Tibetan man named Yangdang self-im-
molated on September 29 in Dzato county, a Tibetan-inhabited region in north-
west China’s Qinghai province, the ICT said.

The latest incidents come after the prime minister of Tibet’s government-in-ex-
ile called on the international community to resist growing pressure from China

and stand up for human rights in his homeland.

Lobsang Sangay, who last year took over political duties from the Dalai Lama,
said the spate of self-immolations were proof of severe Chinese repression in

Tibet.

Tibetan father of 2 dies after setting self on fire to protest Chinese rule,
rights group says
By the Associated Press, Appeared in Washington Post, 6 October 2012

BEIJING — A Tibetan man has died after setting himself on fire to protest
Chinese rule over the Himalayan region, a rights group said, the latest in a line of
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dozens of Tibetans to use self-immolation as a form of dissent.

Sangye Gyatso, a 27-yeat-old father of two, called out for freedom of religion
and language in Tibet and the return of the Dalai Lama, the Tibetans’ exiled spit-
itual leader, before setting himself on fire Saturday in northwest China’s Gansu

province, Free Tibet said in a statement.

The incident happened around midday near a monastery outside the city of

Tsoe, known as Hezuo in Chinese, the London-based group said.

A man from the Gannan Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture propaganda office
said he had no information about the reported incident. Calls to the local police
rang unanswered. Independent verification of events and conditions in Tibet is

nearly impossible because of restrictions on travel.

“Sangye Gyatso’s protest demonstrates the absolute determination of Tibetans
to secure their freedom, no matter what the personal cost may be,” Free Tibet

director Stephanie Brigden said in a statement late Saturday.

According to Free Tibet, more than 50 Tibetans have set themselves on fire in
China since 2009 to protest Chinese rule.

The group said Sangye Gyatso’s body was carried to nearby Dokar Monastery,
where monks prayed for him, and was then taken a short distance to Dzeruwa
village, where his family had gathered. He had a 7-year-old son and a 5-year-old
daughter, according to Free Tibet.

There was a large military presence at the monastery and the village following
the self-immolation, Free Tibet said.

China says Tibet has always been part of its territory, but many Tibetans say the
region was virtually independent for centuries and that Beijing’s control is drain-
ing Tibetan culture.

Breaking: Tibet continues to burn, Second self-immolation in three days
Phayul, October 06, 2012

DHARAMSHALA, October 6: In confirmed reports and photos coming out
of Tibet, another Tibetan set himself on fire today in an apparent protest against
China’s continued occupation of Tibet.

Exile sources say that a Tibetan man, Sangay Gyatso, 27, set himself on fire in
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Tsoe region of Kanlho, Amdo eastern Tibet at around 12 pm (local time).
He carried out his protest near the Dokar Monastery.

Sangay Gyatso, a father of two, is believed to have passed away in his self-
immolation protest. In the photos of his fiery protest that have reached exile,

Sangay Gyatso’s body is seen completely charred.

Since 2009, a known number of 54 Tibetans have now set themselves on fire
demanding freedom in Tibet and the return of His Holiness the Dalai Lama

from exile.

Sangay Gyatso’s protest comes only two days after a Tibetan writer, Gu-
drup passed away in his self-immolation protest on October 4 in Nagchu.

The recently concluded meeting of exile Tibetans to discuss the ongoing crisis
in Tibet had sent a strong message of unity and solidarity with Tibetans inside

Tibet and a call for greater activism in exile.

The special meeting, while expressing concern over the loss of Tibetan lives,
declared that the Chinese government will be held solely responsible in the event
of the situation inside Tibet escalating further.

In light of the critical situation inside Tibet, the meeting had also recommended
the revival of the “Tibetan Solidarity Committee’ to head the global Tibet activi-
ties and also pushed for the creation of a ‘voluntary emergency fund’ to finance

the campaigns.

Latest Self-Immolation in Tibet Brings Total to 54
1VOA News, October 06, 2012

Reports from Tibet say another protester demanding Tibetan freedom has set
himself on fire, bringing the number of Tibetans known to have self-immolated
to 54.

Sources in Tibet say a father of two, Sangay Gyatso, 27, set himself on fire in
eastern Tibet near the Dokar monastery, on Saturday. He is believed to have died.

On Thursday a Tibetan writer named Gudrup died in a self-immolation in Nag-

chu.

And on Friday the leader of Tibet’s government-in-exile, Prime Minister Lob-
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sang Sangay, said his government is willing to engage in dialogue with the Chi-
nese government about autonomy for Tibet anytime. But he added that he does
not expect any clear indication in how China wants to approach Tibet until after

Chinese leadership changes later this year.

Sangay Gyatso’s actions bring the number of self-immolations to 54 since Feb-
ruary 2009 and are part of a slowly growing number of such incidents taking
place within the Tibet Autonomous Region. Most of the self-immolations have
occurred in southwestern China.

China has repeatedly denounced self-immolations as terrorist acts, calling the
practice barbaric. But representatives of spiritual leader the Dalai Lama and the
prime minister of the Tibetan government-in-exile say the practice is a sign Ti-

betans can no longer tolerate Beijing’s push against their culture and religion

Lobsang Sangay told a gathering in Dharamsala, India last week, “The fact that
Tibetans, after 50-plus years, are still protesting, and in [the] drastic form of self-
immolation, clearly indicates that they are protesting against the occupation of

Tibet and the repressive policies of the Chinese government.”

New self-immolation ‘by Tibetan in China’
Bangkok Post, 7 October 2012

A Tibetan has burned himself to death inside a Buddhist monastery in China
as part of a grisly series of protests against Beijing’s hardline rule of the region,
Radio Free Asia reported.

Saturday’s self-immolation by Sangay Gyatso meant that 44 ethnic Tibetans
have now burned themselves to death since the protests began in February 2009,
the US network reported.

Another 10 people are said to have set themselves on fire but survived.

Citing sources inside Tibet, RFA’s Tibetan service said the latest protest hap-
pened inside the Dokar monastery, in the south of China’s western province of

Gansu.

RFA’s Chinese-language website showed photographs of Gyatso’s charred body
but the station said that its sources had provided little information about the
27-year-old’s background.
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AFP was unable to obtain confirmation of the death from local authorities in
Gansu, one of several Chinese provinces near Tibet proper that are home to

large ethnic Tibetan minorities.

The International Campaign for Tibet reported this weekend that a writer who
spoke out against Chinese repression had burned himself to death on Thursday.

Gudrub, 42, called for freedom for the region and the return of the exiled spiri-
tual leader the Dalai Lama while flames engulfed him in Tibet’s Nagchu county,
the London-based ICT said, giving only one name for the writer.

“Tibetans who are concerned about the welfare of the people are subjected to
arbitrary arrests and beatings,” Gudrub wrote earlier this year in an essay trans-
lated by the Tibetan service of the US-based Voice of America.

“Tibetans who refuse to denounce His Holiness the Dalai .ama or accept Chi-
na’s rule (of) Tibet are secretly killed or made to disappear.”

As a result, Gudrub added, Tibetans “are sharpening our non-violent move-
ment (and) declaring the reality of Tibet by burning our own bodies to call for
freedom in Tibet”.

Gudrub’s death came after a 27-year-old Tibetan man named Yangdang self-im-
molated on September 29 in Dzato county, a Tibetan-inhabited region in north-
west China’s Qinghai province, the ICT said.

The latest incidents come after the prime minister of Tibet’s government-in-ex-
ile called on the international community to resist growing pressure from China

and stand up for human rights in his homeland.

Lobsang Sangay, who last year took over political duties from the Dalai Lama,
said the spate of self-immolations were proof of severe Chinese repression in
Tibet.

Dharamsala holds prayer service to mourn self-immolations
Tibet.net, October 10, 2012

DHARAMSHALA: The Central Tibetan Administration today organised a
prayer service at the main temple here, to mourn and express solidarity with all
those Tibetans who have self-immolated for the cause of Tibet, including Sangay
Gyatso. 27-year-old Sangay Gyatso, a father of two children, set himself on fire
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in Tsoe, Kanlho in north-eastern Tibet, on 6 October. He shouted slogans de-
manding the swift return of His Holiness the Dalai Lama to Tibet, and freedom
of religion and language in Tibet. He died on the spot. Dokar Gelug Monastery,
where the incident took place, is currently under the occupation of Chinese se-

curity forces.

Thousands of Tibetans, including the entire officials of the CTA attended to-

day’s prayer service organised by the Department of Religion and Culture.

Since 2009, 54 Tibetans in Tibet have self-immolated demanding freedom for
Tibetans and the return of His Holiness the Dalai .ama to Tibet.

Tamdrin Dorje

Age: 54

Occupation: farmer

Date of self-immolation: 13 October 2012

Place: Mila Serkhar Choten near Tsoe,
Amdo, Northeastern Tibet

Current Status: Deceased

Tibet man dies in self-immolation in China
BBC News, 13 October 2012

Tamdrin Dorjee killed himself near the Tsoe monastery in China’s north-west

Gansu province.

Tibet campaigners said an increased military presence was reported to have

been deployed around the monastery.

More than 50 ethnic Tibetans have set themselves on fire since such protests
began in 2009.

The majority of them are believed to have died in the self-immolations.
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Earlier this month, another Tibetan - 27 year-old Sangay Gyatso - set himself

on fire in the same region.

Tamdrin Dorjee has been identified as the grandfather of the seventh
Gungthang Rinpoche, who Tibetan Buddhists believe is the reincarnation of an

important religious figure.

Kate Saunders from the International Campaign for Tibet told the BBC that
monks from the Tsoe monastery and local people were attending a prayer service

for him.

She said they had received reports that security deployments had been stepped
up in the region and transportation has been shut down in the city of Tsoe - con-

sidered by Tibetans to be in north-eastern Tibet - for several hours.

China’s leaders blame the Dalai LLama, the Tibetans’ exiled spiritual leader, for

inciting the self-immolations and encouraging separatism.

He rejects this, and both activist groups and the Tibetan government-in-exile
say the self-immolations are protests against tight Chinese control of the region

and religious repression.

Tibetan man sets himself on fire to protest China
By DIDI TANG, The Associated Press, October 13,2012

BEIJING (AP) — The grandfather of a revered Tibetan Buddhist figure died
Saturday after setting himself on fire in protest of Chinese rule, the London-
based rights group Free Tibet said.

The incident is the latest of dozens of self-immolations by Tibetans since 2009.

Free Tibet said 52-year-old Tamdrin Dorjee died at the scene near Tsoe Monas-

tery in northwestern China’s Gansu province.

It said the man is the grandfather of the 7th Gungthang Rinpoche, believed by

Tibetan Buddhists to be the reincarnation of an important religious figure.

Dorjee’s body was taken to his home village, Free Tibet said. Photos said to be
from the scene show dozens of villagers and monks gathered around a body in

smoke.

The self-proclaimed Tibetan government-in-exile confirmed the report. It said
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a heavy presence of paramilitary police in and around the monastery followed

the self-immolation.

More than 50 Tibetans have self-immolated to protest China’s rule of the Hi-
malayan region, and most of them have died, according to tallies by Tibetan
rights groups.

The government-in-exile has urged Tibetans not to give up their lives in self-
immolation protests. Meanwhile, it tries to gain international support for their

struggles against China’s rule.

Calls to the government and police offices for Gannan Tibetan Autonomous
Prefecture, where the self-immolation took place, rang unanswered Saturday eve-
ning,

China has blamed the Tibetans’ exiled spiritual leader, the Dalai Lama, for incit-
ing the immolations, but he denies the claim.

Tibetan man sets himself on fire
The Telegraph, 13 October 2012

It is the latest of dozens of self-immolations by Tibetans since 2009.

The London-based Free Tibet says 52-year-old Tamdrin Dorjee died at the

scene on Saturday near Tso Monastery in northwestern China’s Gansu province.

It says the man is the grandfather of the seventh Gungthang Rinpoche, believed
by Tibetan Buddhists to be the reincarnation of an important religious figure.

It says Dorjee’s body was taken to his home village. Photos said to be from the

scene show dozens of villagers and monks gathered around a body in smoke.

Free Tibet says more than 50 Tibetans have self-immolated to protest China’s

rule of the Himalayan region.

Tamdrin Dorjee, Tibetan man, self-immolates in protest of Chinese rule
The Global Post, 13 Octoebr 2012

Tamdrin Dorjee, the grandfather of revered Buddhist figure Gungthang

Rinpoche, self-immolated as a protest of Chinese rule.
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The 52-year-old lit himself on fire near the Tso Monastery in northwestern
China’s Gansu province, the Associated Press reported. He reportedly shouted

slogans demanding Tibetan freedom as he did it, the Tibetan Post reported.

“The local Tibetans refused to hand over his body to Chinese authorities and
they took his body back to his home. As a mark of respect, they then gathered
to pay their last respects to Tamdrin Dortjee and offered traditional scarves to his
body,” Gedhun Tsering, a Tibetan writer in exile, reported to the Tibetan Post.

Dorjee’s is the latest in a string of protest immolations by Tibetans, and the
fourth so far this month. 27-year-old Tibetan Sangay Gyatso set himself on fire
in the same region last week, UPI reported.

Over 50 Tibetans have self-immolated since 2009, and most have died in the

process, according to BBC News.

Though China blames the Dali Lama for inciting the protests, though he (along
with activist groups and the Tibetan government in exile) denies the allegations,
blaming the immoations on China’s tightened control and religious oppresion in

the region, BBC reported.

China protest Tibetan man on fire
Press Association, 13 October 2012

The grandfather of a revered Tibetan Buddhist figure has died after setting
himself on fire in protest at Chinese rule, a human rights group has said.

It is the latest of dozens of self-immolations by Tibetans since 2009.

The London-based Free Tibet group said 52-year-old Tamdrin Dorjee died at

the scene near Tso Monastery in north-western China’s Gansu province.

The man was thought to be the grandfather of the seventh Gungthang
Rinpoche, believed by Tibetan Buddhists to be the reincarnation of an impor-

tant religious figure.

Mr Dorjee’s body was taken to his home village. Photographs said to be from
the scene showed dozens of villagers and monks gathered around a body in

smoke.

Free Tibet says more than 50 Tibetans have self-immolated to protest at China’s

rule of the Himalayan region.
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Tibetan religious leader’s grandfather set himself on fire
Hindustan Times, October 13, 2012

Dharamsala — In less than two weeks, a third case of self-immolation has been
reported from Tibet in which a Tibetan man, reportedly grandfather of the 7th
Gunthang Rinpche, died. A Central Tibetan Administration (CTA) official said
that a Tibetan man died after setting himself on fire in protest against the Chi-
nese government near Tsoe Monastery at Tsoe in north-eastern Tibet’s Kanlho

prefecture, Gansu Province.

“Tamdin Dotjee, 52, set himself on fire on Saturday afternoon. His body was
later taken to his home, following which a prayer service was conducted by
monks at Tsoe Monastery,” said the official, adding that local Tibetans were visit-
ing his home to pay their last respects.

“The Chinese government has sealed off the monastery by deploying a large

of number of paramilitary forces in and around the monastery,” said the official.

He said, “Tamdin Dorjee is reportedly the grandfather of 7th Gunthang
Rinpoche, who is one of the most revered religious leaders in north-eastern Ti-

bet’s Amdo province.”

“This is the third self-immolation incident in Tsoe after Dolkar Tso, 26, and
Sangay Gyatso, 27, set themselves on fire and died on August 7 and October 6
respectively,” said the official.

Till now 55 Tibetans have set themselves on fire since February 2009, out which
45 died.

New Tibetan self-immolation: rights groups
The Cambodia Herald, 14 Octoebr 2012

The grandfather of a revered Tibetan Buddhist figure has burned to death in
northwest China after setting himself on fire in protest at Beijing’s rule in the

restive region, rights groups said Sunday.
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Tamdin Dortjee killed himself near a monastery in China’s Gansu province, ac-
cording to the International Campaign for Tibet (ICT) and Free Tibet groups,

the latest in a series of protests against Beijing’s rule in Tibetan areas.

The 52-year-old was said by the ICT to be the grandfather of the seventh
Gungthang Rinpoche, who is believed by Tibetan Buddhists to be the reincarna-

tion of an important religious figure.

The rights group also said an increased military presence had been witnessed

around the monastery following the incident on Saturday.

More than 50 ethnic Tibetans, many of them monks and nuns, have set them-
selves on fire in the local area since February 2009 to protest against Beijing’s

rule.

Many Tibetans in China accuse the government of enacting religious repression
and eroding their culture, as the country’s majority Han ethnic group increasingly

moves into historically Tibetan areas.

But China rejects this, saying Tibetans enjoy religious freedom and pointing to
huge ongoing investment, which it says has brought modernisation and a better
standard of living,

The latest incident comes after the prime minister of Tibet’s government-in-ex-
ile called on the international community to resist growing pressure from China

and stand up for human rights in his homeland.

A local official at Hezuo city, which is near the scene of Tamdin Dorjee’s death,
told AFP: “I can’t talk about this kind of thing on the telephone. Please come

here if you want to do an interview.”
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Lhamo Kyab

Age: 27

Occupation: farmer

Date of self-immolation: 20 October 2012
Place: near Bora monastery in Sangchu,
Kanlho, Amdo

Current status: Deceased

Another Tibetan burns to death in protest against China, Fourth self-im-
molation this month
Phaynt, 20 October 2012

DHARAMSHALA, October 20: Another Tibetan has set himself on fire today
in protest against China’s continued occupation of Tibet in Bora, Sangchu region
of Amdo, eastern Tibet.

Lhamo Kyab, 27, father of two young daughters, today set himself on fire near
the Bora Monastery at around 2 pm (local time) in Sangchu district. According to

eyewitnesses, he succumbed to his burn injuries at the site of his protest.

According to Sonam, a Tibetan living in south India with close contacts in the

region, Lhamo Kyab set himself on fire on a road near the Bora Monastery.

“Engulfed in flames, Lhamo Kyab raised slogans calling for the return of His
Holiness the Dalai LLama to Tibet and then fell to the ground after walking a few
steps,” Sonam told Phayul.

Following the self-immolation, a minor scuffle broke out at the site of the pro-
test between Chinese security personnel and local Tibetans, who succeeded in

carrying Lhamo Kyab’s charred body inside the Monastery’s main prayer hall.

“The monks began to offer prayers for the deceased, even as a large number of
Tibetans started to arrive at the Monastery upon hearing about the protest,” the

same source said.

As of latest information received, monks and local Tibetans have carried Lha-

mo Kyab’s body to his home.

He is survived by his wife Droji Kyi and two daughters Pema Tso and Drugmo
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Tso, both under 10 years of age.

The month of October has now witnessed four self-immolations in Tibet. Gu-
drub, 43, Sangya Gyatso, 27, and Tamdin Dortjee, 52, all passed away in their fiery
protests.

On May 27 this year, Dorjee Tseten, a native of Bora, set himself on fire in
front of the historic Jokhang Temple in Tibet’s capital Lhasa, along with his col-
league at work, Dhargey.

On March 20 earlier this year, more than 100 monks from the Bora Monastery
had marched towards the township-level government buildings carrying Tibetan
flags and pictures of the Dalai I.ama calling for freedom in Tibet and the return
of the Dalai Lama.

The next day, Chinese security officers entered the Monastery at around 2 am
(local time) and arrested 40 monks, prompting a gathering of a large number of

monks calling for the immediate release of fellow monks.

The local security officials, fearing more protests, released all 40 monks a few
hours later, but told the monks to make “personal statements” admitting that
they have made a “mistake” which they will not repeat in future.

Bora monastery has faced heavy restrictions since the 2008 uprisings in Tibet.
The restrictions were tightened after Losar, Tibetan New Year this year when
monks in the monastery displayed a picture of the Dalai Lama.

The Chinese government, in the lead up to next month’s Party Congress, which
will see its once in a decade top leadership change, has called for stricter measures

to maintain stability and suppress dissenting voices.

56 Tibetans have set themselves on fire since 2009 in Tibet demanding freedom
and the return of His Holiness the Dalai .ama from exile.

Tibetan Sets Self on Fire, Charges Chinese Police
By Jack Phillips, Epoch Times Staff

Another Tibetan man set himself on fire to protest Chinese rule, and ran at a
group of plainclothes police officers in western Gansu Province over the week-

end. It was the fifth self-immolation in 2 month.

Nearly 60 Tibetans have set themselves ablaze since 2009, and the frequency of
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the self-immolations has only increased in the past year. Tibet’s leaders in exile
have essentially condemned the practice, saying there are too few Tibetans inside

China to be giving up their lives so easily.

Lhamo Kyab, 27, and a father of two, set himself on fire near the Bora monas-
tery and died in the incident, according to the International Campaign for Tibet,
or Save Tibet, rights group, which cited local Tibetans in the area.

“The same sources said that police tried to put out the flames, and a local man
took off his shirt and tried to fling it over Lhamo Kyab but the blaze was too
strong,” the rights group said. He shouted slogans against Chinese rule.

Locals took the man’s body to Bora monastery after “some tension” between

them and Chinese security forces, Save Tibet added.

An unnamed Tibetan source told Radio Free Asia that Kyab attempted to run

to the Bora monastery while he was on fire.

“When he encountered some policemen in plainclothes, who were pretend-
ing to circumambulate [walk around] the monastery and tried to stop him, he
charged at them,” the source continued. “They avoided him.”

Bora monastery was the site of mass protests earlier this year where more than

100 monks marched to local government buildings.

On Sunday, the exiled Tibetan government reacted to Kyab’s self-immolation,

and called for a coordinated global effort to end the crisis.

“The tragic self-immolations by Tibetans would stop only if the Chinese gov-
ernment address their genuine and long-standing grievances, and find a lasting
solution to the problem of Tibet through dialogue,” Kalon Dicki Chhoyang,
with the Central Tibetan administration, said in a statement.

The Chinese regime has stepped up security in Tibetan regions, likely due to the
impending 18th National Party Congress that will see a change in key leadership
positions in the ruling Communist Party. Chinese authorities have cracked down
on dissent across the country ahead of its largest national conclave.

Rights group Free Tibet said the frequency of the self-immolations has taken
place at an unprecedented rate, with Tibetans protesting in this manner for more

than 18 months, terming it the Tibet Spring;

“As news of the protests and self-immolation has spread, more and more Ti-
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betans are prepared to risk imprisonment by sharing photos and videos to make

sure the world sees what is happening in their country,” it said.

There are more Chinese security forces deployed in key Tibetan areas, including
Lhasa, the capital of the Tibet Autonomous Prefecture, and hundreds of people
have been reported missing or arrested, Free Tibet said. The self-immolations
will continue to take place unless the Chinese regime addresses Tibetans’ under-

lying rights issues, it added.

CTA appeals for global intervention to end crisis in Tibet as one more
Tibetan self-immolates
Tibet.net, 21 October 2012

DHARAMSHALA: The Central Tibetan Administration reiterates its deep sad-
ness and setrious concern over the grim situation in Tibet with the death of one

another Tibetan due to self-immolation yesterday.

Reports coming out of Tibet say Lhamo Kyab, 27, set himself on fire in Bora
village in Sangchu County, Kanlho, in north-eastern Tibet, around 2pm (local
time) Saturday (20 October). Eyewitnesses said while engulfed in flames, he ran
towards Bora monastery, shouting slogans calling for the return of His Holiness
the Dalai Lama to Tibet. Security forces tried to douse the flames, but Kyab suc-

cumbed to his burn injuries on the spot.

Lhamo Kyab is survived by his wife, Dorjee Kyi, and two daughters, Drukmo
Tso, 10 and Pema Tso, 7.

Over 56 Tibetans have set themselves on fire in protest against the Chinese gov-
ernment’s repressive policies. All of them raised slogans demanding the return of
His Holiness the Dalai L.ama to Tibet and freedom for Tibetans.

“The tragic self-immolations by Tibetans would stop only if the Chinese gov-
ernment address their genuine and long-standing grievances, and find a lasting
solution to the problem of Tibet through dialogue,” stated Kalon Dicki Chhoy-
ang of exile Administration’s Department of the Information & International

Relations.

“We again strongly reiterate our long-standing appeal to the international com-
munity to press the Chinese government to end the deepening crisis in Tibet,”
Kalon Dicki Chhoyang said.



Tibetan self-immolations continue in northwestern Gansu
By Ananth Krishnan, The Hindn

A Tibetan farmer set himself on fire outside the Labrang monastery, one of Ti-
betan Buddhism’s most important sites, in the northwestern Chinese province of

Gansu on Monday morning, according to monks in India and overseas groups.

Monday’s self-immolation followed another protest in Gansu on Saturday,

when a man set himself on fire near the Bora monastery.

Tibetan monks based in India said a farmer named Dundrup (65) carried out
the self-immolation on Monday morning near the walls of the famous Labrang
monastery, adding that initial reports out of Labrang, known as Xiahe in Chi-
nese, said he had died following the protest. The monastery is a key site of pil-
grimage for the Gelugpa or Yellow Hat sect, for whose members the Dalai Lama

is the most important figure.

Monks in India were sent photographs showing dozens of monks gathered
outside Labrang and the body of a man engulfed in flames lying near the walls of
a temple. Dundrup, the monks said, had lived in a village called Ngagpa, located

next to the monastery, for 15 years.

On Saturday, another self-immolation was reported in Gansu, near the Bora
monastery which is located a few hours’ drive from Labrang. Overseas groups
said a 27-year-old Tibetan named Lhamo Kyab carried out the protest near the
monastery, which was the site of protests in April when State media reported 60

monks carried out a protest march.

More than 56 Tibetans have now set themselves on fire to protest Chinese
policies since the series of self-immolations began in the Sichuan town of Aba
in 2009. While the Aba prefecture has been the site of most protests, the immo-

lations have spread to other Tibetan areas in recent months.

Tibetan areas in Gansu, which lie across the provincial border to the north
of Aba, have witnessed several protests since March this year. Fewer incidents
have been reported in Tibetan areas in Qinghai, home to the important Rebkong
monastery where two people set themselves on fire in March. The Tibet Auton-
omous Region (TAR) had also not seen any immolations until May, when two

monks from Gansu and Sichuan carried out protests in Lhasa.

In Gansu, the protests have appeared to spread beyond monastery walls. Dun-
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drup, who reportedly died on Monday, was a farmer, while in March, Tsering Kyi,
a student in the town of Maqu, died after setting herself on fire. While Tsering
Kyi’s protest and the march by monks in Bora in April were both confirmed by
State media, this week’s self-immolations have, as yet, not been officially con-
firmed.

In recent months, Chinese authorities have increased security deployments in
Tibetan areas in Sichuan and Gansu, which are now entirely off-limits for jour-
nalists. This correspondent was stopped outside Labrang, the site of Monday’s
protest, during a visit in April, when the town was sealed off by checkpoints of

police forces.

Local security officials said then that Tibetan areas were out of bounds because

of the “sensitive” situation.

hitp:/ ] tibet.net/ 2012/ 10/ 25/ cta-organises-prayer-service-to-mourn-self-immolation/

CTA Organises Prayer Service to Mourn Self-Immolations
Tibet.net, 25 October 2012

DHARAMSHALA: The Central Tibetan Administration organised a prayer
service yesterday at the main temple here, to mourn and express solidarity with
all those Tibetans who have self-immolated for the cause of Tibet. Three more
Tibetans have set themselves on fire in the last four days, protesting against the
Chinese government’s wrong policies in Tibet. The prayer service was presided

over by Dakri Tulku from Sera Jey monastery.

Lhamo Kyab, 27, set himself on fire in Bora village in Sangchu County, Kanlho,
in north-eastern Tibet, around 2pm (local time) Saturday (20 October). Dhon-
dup, 61, set himself on fire near Labrang Monastery on 22 October. Dorjee Rin-
chen, a 57-year-old Tibetan man set himself on fire in front of the local police
station in Sangchu county, north-eastern Tibet around 04:30 pm (local time)on
23 October.

Kalon Pema Chbhinjor, the officiating Sikyong, delivered the statement of the
Kashag,

Since 2009, 58 Tibetans in Tibet set themselves on fire calling for the return of
His Holiness the Dalai L.ama to Tibet and freedom for Tibetans.
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hitp:/ | gobalvoicesonline.org/ 2012/ 11/ 23 / china-last-words-of-19-tibetans-who-committed-

self-immolation/

Lhamo Kyap, a herdsman in his 20s with two young daughters, self-immolated
on October 20, 2012 near Bora Temple in Xiahe County, Gansu Province. A
Tibetan friend of Lhamo recorded the details of a conversation he had with him

Lhamo Kyap asked his close friend in a phone conversation if he could pick
him up at Bora Temple. His friend said that he did not have his motorbike with
him and might not be able to help. Lhamo said, it’s OK, today you may hear
news. He asked if his friend knew when exactly the 18th Congtress of the CCP
would take place. He sighed, China does not allow us to live in peace. Then he
hung up the phone.

Dhondup

Age: 60s

Occupation: farmer/petty business

Date of self-immolation: 22 October 2012
Protest: Serkhang temple in Labrang
Tashikyil Monastery in Kanlho, Amdo

Current status: Deceased

Breaking: Tibet continues to burn, second immolation in 48 hours
By Phuntsok Yangchen, Phayul, 22 October 2012

DHARAMSHALA, October 22: In less than 48 houts of the self immolation
of Lhamo Kyab on Saturday in Sangchu county, another Tibetan man from the
same county has set himself on fire earlier today in an apparent protest against

China’s continued occupation of Tibet.
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Sonam, a monk of Drepung Monastery in South India, said Dhondup, 61, of
Hor Khagya (spelled as pronounced) set himself ablaze at 9:47 am (local time)
on the main road near Labrang Monastery in Sangchu County, Eastern Tibet.
He became the oldest Tibetan from Tibet to end his life due to self-immolation.

Sonam cited eyewitnesses saying people circumambulating the monastery
formed human cover around Dhondup’s charred body to stop it from getting
into the hands of Chinese authorities. Later, the management committee of the

monastery took Dhondup to hospital where he was declared dead.
Dhondup is survived by his wife Dolma Tso and foster son Rinzin Choephel.

The same source said no further details were available due to tense situation and

heavy security presence in the area.

On Saturday, Lhamo Kyab died near Bora monastery in Sangchu county mo-
ments after he set himself on fire.

The month of October alone has witnessed five deaths due to self-immolation
in Tibet. The deceased were Gudrub, 43, Sangya Gyatso, 27, Tamdin Dortjee, 52,
Lhamo Kyab, 27 and Dhondup, 61.

The Central Tibetan Administration has reiterated its appeal for global inter-

vention to end the crisis in Tibet

“We again strongly reiterate our long-standing appeal to the international com-
munity to press the Chinese government to end the deepening crisis in Tibet,”
said Kalon Dicki Chhoyang of the Department of the Information & Interna-

tional Relations.

“The tragic self-immolations by Tibetans would stop only if the Chinese gov-
ernment address their genuine and long-standing grievances, and find a lasting
solution to the problem of Tibet through dialogue,”

Chhoyang said.

The deepening crisis inside Tibet has witnessed large scale anti-China protests
and a series of self-immolations that has now seen 57 Tibetans set themselves
on fire, since 2009, demanding freedom and the return of the Dalai Lama from

exile.
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57th Tibetan sets himself on fire to fight for a free Tibet, that is less and
less likely
By Chloe, China Daily Mail, 23 October 2012

Another Tibetan Monk set himself on fire on the morning of October 22. It is
the second self-immolation of Tibetan monks in 48 hours, third in ten days and
the 57th since 2009, said Free Tibet.

The 50-year-old monk named Dhondup finished his morning meditation as
usual, walked to the side of the Serkhang temple (meaning golden house) in Xi-
ahe County, and demolished in a golden blaze. His body was immediately seized
by the police.

Xiahe, a county in Gannan Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture(GTAP), Gansu
province, China, has seen two such cases in the past 48 hours. On Saturday, a
27-year-old Tibetan man named Lhamo Kyeb, a layman and father of two young
children self-immolated.

Reports described him as “running along the road in a ball of flames, calling for
the Dalai Lama to come home.” His family managed to get hold of his remains.,
said a London-based rights group.

They followed a self-immolation of Tamdin Dotje, the grandfather of a promi-
nent young Tibetan reincarnation lama on October 13, near a monastery in Kan-
lho, GTAP, at the same spot where a 21-year-old Tibetan mother set herself in
August.

“They sacrificed their lives, for sincere motivation, for Buddha Dharma, for
the wellbeing of the people”, said the Dalai Lama in a broadcast interview with
NBC’s Ann Curry during his visit to New York in October.

“In the short-term, the power of the gun is stronger than the power of truth,
but in the long run, the power of truth is much stronger.”

Under Chinese control

Nobody can tell what exactly instigated these immolations, as Tibetan commu-
nities are still very much fenced from the outside by the Chinese government.
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Foreigners are restricted from travelling to Tibet or Tibetan settlements in China.

Foreign media were closely monitored if not entirely intersepted. Though the
Chinese make up more than 90% of the population in most Tibetan settlements
outside of Tibet, genuine interactions are scarce, while in Tibet the number of
Chinese tourists doubled this year, they usually stay in Chinese hotels and eat in

Chinese restaurant.

Ever since it came to the international spotlight for the 2008 riot, Tibet has been
under strict control, as the Chinese government does not want to be shamed

again.

The continued immolations even hardened its attitude and the sacrifices are
described as terrorist acts to the outside, while within China, theitr names are

banned entirely.

On Weibo, the Chinese version of Twitter, during the whole day, nothing about
the incidents was mentioned. Meanwhile, the Dalai L.ama has always been pot-

trayed as a fascist.
A bleak future

Young Tibetans are forced to learn Chinese, and many are encouraged to attend
higher education in China. There were more than forty Tibetan students in my
previous University in China, none of them could write Tibetan and some of

them do not speak the language.

Though government reports say the unemployment rate in Tibet is only 3.8%,
the jobs are mostly for the Chinese settlers, and the actual unemployment rate
among Tibetan remains high.

Today’s Tibet is caught in a difficult situation. As the exiled regime is getting old
and faces the prospect of perishing, the young remaining in China get simulated

and gradually digested in the Chinese culture and materialism.

Despite their frequent sacrifices for cultural and political freedom, it is more

and more likely that they will never get there.
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Dorje Rinchen

Age: 58

Occupation: farmer

Date of self-immolation: 23 October 2012
Place: Near a military camp Gyugya market
on the main street of Labrang, Amdo

Current status: Deceased

Third Self Immolation in Tibet in four days
By Phuntsok Yangchen, Phayul, 23 October 2012

DHARAMSHALA, October 23: News have just come in of another self im-
molation protest in Tibet. 3 Tibetans from Sangchu County have resorted to self
immolation since Saturday to express their protest against China’s policies and
demand the return of the exile Tibetan leader His Holiness the Dalai Lama.

Dorjee Rinchen, 58, today set himself ablaze near the Chinese Army camp
at 3:30 PM (local time) in Sangchu county where two others, Lhamo Kyab and
Dhondup, had died after setting themselves ablaze on Saturday and Monday re-
spectively.

Amchok, a Tibetan living in South India with close contacts in the region, said,
Dorjee Rinchen succumbed to his burns at the site of his protest and that his

charred body was currently with his family member.

“The monks of the Labrang Monastery offered special prayers for the deceased
on the streets as they were not allowed to visit Dorjee Rinchen’s house.”

Following the self-immolation, a minor scuffle broke out at the site of the pro-
test between Chinese authorities and local Tibetans.

A new report by the United States Congtress released this month found that the
increasing use of repressive measures by the Chinese government and the failure
of the stalled Sino-Tibet dialogue process were concurrent with the demands of

the growing number of self-immolation by Tibetans.

The bipartisan Congressional-Executive Commission on China in its 2012 An-
nual Report said that during the reporting yeat, the incidence of Tibetans re-
sorting to self-immolation “accelerated sharply” with the Chinese government
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refusing to accept its policy failure in Tibet.

“The Party and government have not indicated any willingness to consider Ti-
betan grievances in a constructive manner and to hold themselves accountable
for Tibetan rejection of Chinese policies, and handled the crisis as a threat to

state security and social stability instead of as a policy failure,” the report said.

Since 2009, 58 Tibetans have set themselves on fire demanding the return of
His Holiness the Dalai Lama from exile and Freedom in Tibet.

hitp:/ | www.dailymail.co.nk [ news/ article-2222340/ S econd-self-immolation-death-Tibet-

man-sets-outside-Chinese-government-building. html!

Second self-immolation death in Tibet after man sets himself on fire out-
side Chinese government building
By Sara Malm, Daily Mail, 24 October 2012

A Tibetan man died after setting himself on fire outside a Chinese government
building yesterday afternoon.

Dorjee Rinchen, 58, burned to death outside the Armed Forces department in
Labrang, occupied Tibet, in the second fatal self-immolation protest this week.

Security forces later clashed with mourners when they tried to bring his body

back to his village in Gansu province, northwestern China.

On Monday a 50-year-old man died in Labrang after setting himself alight at a
nearby monastery, whilst shouting slogans for Dalai Lama’s return to the Hima-

layan region.

Mr Rinchen’s death is the eight self-immolation death in ethnic Tibetan areas

this month, London-based organisation Free Tibet said.

The horrific protest action has increased in the last 18 months, with 58 incidents
reported since March 2011.

Chinese security forces tried to prevent local people from returning Mr Rin-
chen’s body to his home in a nearby village, but after a brief confrontation, they

were allowed to pass.

When Tibetan monks from the Labrang Monastery, the scene of Monday’s
self immolation, later attempted to visit Mr Rinchen’s home to pray, they were
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stopped by security and forced to pray by the roadside.

Free Tibet Director Stephanie Brigden said: ‘Dorjee Rinchen is the second Ti-
betan to set himself on fire in Labrang in two days.

‘Like many Tibetans in the last eighteen months, he set himself on fire in front

of a government building that symbolises China’s occupation.

“Tibetans are paying a terrible price for the Communist Party leadership’s deter-

mination to maintain stability.

China maintains that Tibet has always been part of its territory, but many Ti-
betans say the Himalayan region was virtually independent for centuries until
Chinese troops invaded in the 1950s.

Streets in Tibetan areas are lined with Chinese military personnel, and recent
changes in education policies have seen almost all subjects in Tibetan schools

now taught in Mandarin.

Beijing blames the exiled Tibetan spititual leader, the Dalai Lama, for fanning
anti-government sentiment and routinely purges monasteries and nunneries,

where support for the Dalai Lama and Tibetan independence runs high.

Tibet man self-immolates to protest China rule
CBS News, 4 November 2012

The Tibetan government-in-exile said Sunday that a man died after setting him-

self on fire in the latest self-immolation protesting Chinese rule.

The exile government based in Dharamsala, India, said the Tibetan self-im-
molated on Sunday morning in Tongren, a monastery town in western China’s
Qinghai province. A photo on its website showed a burned body surrounded by

monks.
It had no other details.

Dozens of ethnic Tibetans have set themselves on fire in heavily Tibetan re-
gions since March 2011 to protest what activists say is Beijing’s heavy-handed

rule in the region. Many have called for the return of their exiled

A man at Tongren county government said he couldn’t hear clearly and asked

the AP to call back. Calls then rang unanswered, as did calls to police.
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Tibetan Man burns himself to death in third self-immolation protest in
four days
Blottr.com, 24 October 2012

On Tuesday (Oct 23) a 58-year-old man became the third to die in a self-immo-

lation protest since Saturday.

Dorje Rinchen, set himself alight near the Chinese Army camp in Sanchu coun-
ty, China, close the to Labrang monastery, at 3:30pm (local time). Images show
him running down the street before collapsing to the ground. He is surrounded
by troops as his body remains ablaze. The troops attempt to stop passersby and
monks from taking the body away, as is religious tradition.

According to the ‘International Campaign for Tibet™ I Tibetan tradition, it is im-
portant to protect the body of someone who has died for religions ritual and offerings in order to
ensure an auspicions rebirth. Since the self-immolations began in Tibet in 2009, many Tibetans
have taken great risks to retrieve the bodies of those who bave self-immolated in order to carry

out religions practice.

According to an eye-witness and as the video shows, the troops were success-
fully resisted following a minor scuffle, and the man’s body was taken away, re-

portedly to his village, Upper Zayu.

Rinchen “self-immolation was confirmed in a brief report in official Chinese

media on Tuesday:

“Dorje Rinchen got up very early this morning and went fo pray at Labrang monastery. He
walked around the monastery several times, and walked three times between the monastery and
his home, a source said. After that, be cleaned bis house inside and out and then went to the
Chinese police station, where be self-immolated and died.”

Labrang is Tibetan Buddhism’s most important monastery town outside the
Tibetan Autonomous Region, the immolation on Monday was the first instance

of the sacrificial protest at the monastery.
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Tsepo
Age: 20
Occupation:
Date of self-immolation: 25 October 2012
Place: Near a government building
in Nagshod, Driru, Kham, Tibet

Current status: Deceased

Tenzin
Age: 25
Occupation:
Date of self-immolation: 25 October 2012
Place: Near a government building
in Nagshod, Driru, Nagchu, Tibet

Current status: unknown

Tsepo, Tenzin, Tibetan Cousins, Self-Immolate To Protest Chinese Rule
The Associated Press, By Didi Tang, 27 October 2012

BEIJING — Two Tibetan cousins set fire to themselves in their village to pro-
test Chinese rule, bringing the total number of self-immolations this week to
seven, the highest since the protests began last year, a rights group said Saturday.

The London-based group Free Tibet said cousins Tsepo, 20, and Tenzin, 25,
called for independence for Tibet as they set themselves ablaze Thursday in front
of a government building in their village in Biru county north of Lhasa, Tibet’s
main city.

Tsepo reportedly died and Tenzin’s condition was unknown after he was taken
away by authorities, Free Tibet said.

Dozens of ethnic Tibetans have set themselves on fire in heavily Tibetan re-
gions since March 2011 to protest what activists say is Beijing’s heavy-handed
rule in the region. Many have called for the return of the Dalai I.ama, their exiled
spiritual leader.
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The protests have intensified as Beijing nears a once-a-decade power transfer

in early November.

On Friday, a 24-yeat-old Tibetan farmer, Lhamo Tseten, died from self-immo-
lation near a military base and a government office in Amuquhu town in Xiahe
county in western China’s Gansu province, Free Tibet said. China’s official Xin-
hua News Agency reported the self-immolation of a Tibetan man by the same
name, though it gave slightly different details. Xinhua said Lhamo was a 23-year-
old villager and that he set himself on fire near a hospital.

Later on Friday, Tsepag Kyab, 21, set fire to himself and died, also in Amuquhu

town, the self-declared Tibetan government-in-exile said Saturday.

Earlier reports said three other Tibetans died after setting themselves on fire in
the past week in Xiahe county.

Calls to local governments in the area rang unanswered Saturday.

Xiahe is home to Labrang Monastery, one of the most important outside of Ti-
bet and the site of numerous protests by monks following deadly ethnic violence
in Tibet in 2008 that was the most sustained Tibetan uprising against Chinese

rule in decades.

Police in the region are offering a reward of $7,700 for information about
planned self-immolations in a bid to stem the protests.

7 Tibetans self immolate in one week
Reuters, 28 October 2012

BEIJING: A total of seven Tibetans have set fire to themselves in the past week
in protest against what they claim is heavy-handed Chinese rule in the Himalayan

region, a human rights group said in a statement issued late on Saturday.

Cousins Tsepo, 20, and Tenzin, 25, set themselves aflame outside a government
building in Driru County, north of regional capital Lhasa on Thursday, London-
based group Free Tibet said.

Tsepo died on the way to hospital and Tenzin was taken away by officials, Free

Tibet said. His whereabouts are unknown.

Last week saw the highest number of self-immolations since the latest wave of
anti-China demonstrations began in 2011, the group said. Since March last year,
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nearly 60 people have set themselves on fire in protest against Beijing, At least
half of them have died.

“It has taken two days for information about this latest protest to emerge,” Free

Tibet director Stephanie Brigden said in a statement.

“Across Tibet, the Chinese state is employing force and intimidation to quell

calls for freedom and suppress information about protests.”

China has branded the self-immolators “terrorists” and criminals, and has
blamed the exiled Tibetan spiritual leader, the Nobel Peace Prize-winning Dalai

Lama, for inciting them.

Beijing brands the Dalai Lama a dangerous separatist, but he denies supporting
violence and says he merely seeks greater autonomy for his homeland, which he

claims is a victim of Chinese “cultural genocide”.

Activists say China tramples on religious freedom and culture in Tibet, which
has been ruled with an iron rod since the 1950 takeover. China rejects such criti-

cism, saying its rule ended serfdom and brought development to a backward area.

7 Tibetans Self-Immolate in Last 7 days, Toll reaches 62
tibet.net, 28 October 2012

DHARAMSHALA: With the confirmation of twin self-immolations in Driru
county in Nagchu Prefecture in the Tibet Autonomous Region eatlier reported
by Central Tibetan Administration, a total of 7 Tibetans have self-immolated
within the last 7 days.

Tsepo, 20, and Tenzin, 25, set themselves on fire near a school in Nagro Pham-
pa village in Driru county on Thursday (25 October). They raised slogans calling
for the return of His Holiness the Dalai Lama to Tibet, independence, and unity

among the Tibetan people.

Tsepo died on the spot, while the whereabouts and well-being of Tenzin remain

unknown.

Local Tibetans in Driru county say the Chinese government has poured in a
large number of security forces across the region during the widespread peaceful
protests in 2008. The security clampdown was further intensified following the

first self-immolation incident took place there last month.
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The Central Tibetan Administration is gravely concerned by the worsening sit-
uation in Tibet. Despite repeated appeals by the Central Tibetan Administration
to refrain from drastic actions, over 62 Tibetans have now set themselves on fire
in protest against the Chinese government’s repressive policies. All of them have
called for the return of His Holiness the Dalai LLama to Tibet and freedom for

Tibetans.

bttp:/ | wwm.telegraph.co.uk/ news/ worldnews/ asia/ tibet/ 9639035 | Seven-Tibetan-self-im-
molations-hit-China-in-a-week.html

Seven Tibetan self-immolations hit China in a week
The Telegraph, 28 October 2012

The two men, identified as Tsepo, 20 and Tenzin, 25, called for independence
for Tibet as they set themselves ablaze in front of a government building in their

village, north of regional capital Lhasa on Thursday, Free Tibet said.

One of the cousins died as he was being taken to hospital but the whereabouts
and condition of the other was not immediately known, the group said in a state-

ment on Saturday.

“It has taken two days for information about this latest protest to emerge,” Free
Tibet director Stephanie Brigden said.

“Chinese state security forces have been deployed in large numbers across (the
area)... Tibetans are afraid to talk about what is happening because they fear that
their communications are being monitored by the government.”

Calls to government and police offices in Driru county, where the incident oc-

curred, went unanswered on Sunday.

Last week saw a total of seven self-immolation incidents, a significant number

since the latest wave of anti-China protests erupted in the region.

About 60 ethnic Tibetans, many of them monks and nuns, have set themselves
on fire in China since February 2009 to protest against Beijing’s rule in Tibet.
Only a small minority are thought to have survived.

Many Tibetans in China accuse the government of enacting religious repression

and eroding their culture, as the country’s majority Han ethnic group increasingly
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China rejects this, saying Tibetans enjoy religious freedom. Beijing points to
huge ongoing investment it says has brought modernisation and a better standard

of living to Tibet.

hitp:/ | wwm.phaynl.com/ news/ article.aspx?id=32356»1=1

China arrests three Tibetans for possible self-immolation links
Phayul, 01 November 2012

Three Tibetans - two monks and a layman - have been detained on unknown
charges by Chinese security personnel from Trido town in the Sog region of
Kham, Tibet on October 26.

The arrested have been identified as Thubten Nyendak, 34, and Tsewang, 24,
both monks of Drilda Monastery and Phurbu, 27, a lay Tibetan.

Ngawang Tharpa, an exiled Tibetan, while citing unnamed sources in the re-

gion, said the reason for their detention was not clear.

“Although no clear reasons are known to the families about the detention, local
Tibetans believe that it is either linked to an earlier incident of pro-independence
protest in Drilda Monastery in December last or to the recent twin self-immola-

tion protests by Tsepo and Tenzin,” Tharpa said.

The same source added that military presence in the area has increased in recent
days and Drilda Monastery continues to remain under constant surveillance by

Chinese authorities stationed inside the monastery premises.

The two cousins, Tsepo, 20 and Tenzin, 25, set themselves ablaze near a Chi-
nese government building in their home village of Nagro Phampa village in
Driru on October 25.

According to eyewitnesses, Tsepo and Tenzin called out for Tibet’s indepen-
dence, for all Tibetans to unite, and for the return of the Dalai Lama from exile

as they set themselves alight.

Wangyal, a Tibetan living in New Delhi, who is a cousin of the two self-immo-
lators, told Phayul that Tsepo died on the way to hospital while Tenzin was taken
away by Chinese government officials. His current wellbeing and whereabouts
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still remain unknown following severe restrictions and clampdown on the inter-

net and telephone communications in the region.

The three arrested Tibetans from Trido town were natives of the twin self-
immolator’s village.Sikyong Dr Lobsang Sangay, the elected head of the Tibetan
people, while speaking at the Regional Council of Piemonte, Torino, Italy this
month said the self-immolations inside Tibet will stop when China stops its re-

pression.

“Political repression, economic marginalisation, environmental destruction and
cultural assimilation in Tibet by the Chinese government are leading to self-im-
molations by the Tibetans,” Dr Sangay said.

62 Tibetans inside Tibet have set themselves on fire since 2009 demanding free-
dom in Tibet and the return of His Holiness the Dalai Lama from exile.

Lhamo Tseten

Age: 24
Occupaiton: farmer
Date of self-immolation: 26 October 2012

Place: at a local court in Amchok township

in Sangchu Dzong, Amdo
Current status: Deceased

4th Tibetan in a week sets himself on fire to protest Chinese rule
The Associated Press, October 26, 2012,

BEIJING: A US.-based rights group says a 24-year-old Tibetan farmer has
become the fourth man to set himself on fire this week in a far western Chinese
county to protest against Chinese rule.

The International Campaign for Tibet said Lhamo Tseten self-immolated on
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Thursday in front of a military base and a government office in Amuquhu town

in Xiahe county.

The official Xinhua News Agency on Friday reported the self-immolation of
a Tibetan man by the same name, though details were slightly different. Xinhua
said Lhamo Tseten was a 23-year-old villager and that he set himself alight near
a hospital.

In the past week in Xiahe, in Gansu province, a herdsman, a farmer, and a man

in his late 20s have done the same in various locations. All four died.

Xiahe county is home to Labrang Monastery, which is one of the most impoz-
tant outside of Tibet, and was the site of numerous protests by monks following
deadly ethnic violence in Tibet in 2008 that was the most sustained Tibetan upris-
ing against Chinese rule in decades.

Police in the region are offering tipsters a reward of $7,700 for information

about planned self-immolations in a bid to stem the tide of fiery protests.

Dozens of ethnic Tibetans have set themselves on fire in heavily Tibetan re-
gions since March 2011 to protest what activists say is Beijing’s heavy-handed
rule in the region. Many have called for the return of the Dalai I.ama, their exiled
spiritual leader.

Tibetan man becomes fourth self-immolation in a week
The Telegraph, 26 October 2012

Lhamo Tseten, in his 20s, set himself on fire in front of a hospital in Xiahe, a
county in western China’s Gansu province known as Labrang in Tibetan, state-

run news agency Xinhua said.
Tibet’s government-in-exile confirmed the incident on its website.

Tseten “died after setting himself on fire”, Xinhua said, adding that authorities
were “handling the incident”.

He is survived by his parents, wife and a two-year-old daughter, according to the
India-based Central Tibetan Administration (CTA).

The self-immolation follows that of another Tibetan man, Dorje Rinchen, who
set fire to himself near a military camp in the region on Tuesday. Two other Ti-

betan men have self-immolated in the same county since Saturday.
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Nearly 60 ethnic Tibetans, many of them monks and nuns, have set themselves
on fire in China since February 2009 to protest Beijing’s policies in Tibet, accord-
ing to rights group Free Tibet. A small minority are thought to have survived.

Tseten called out for “freedom in Tibet and for the return of the Dalai Lama”
while self-immolating, the LLondon-based rights group Free Tibet said in a state-

ment, citing eyewitnesses.

Security in Xiahe county has intensified following Tsten’s death Friday, with
“troops” headed to the region, US-based rights group International Campaign
for Tibet (ICT) said, citing exiled Tibetan sources.

Tseten’s home village in Xiahe has also been put under “heavy military control”,
after protracted protests by locals who oppose the construction of an airport

near to a local mountain they believe to be sacred, the ICT said.
Calls to local authorities in Xiahe went unanswered Friday evening,

Previous self-immolation incidents have occurred in the more western province

of Sichuan.

Many Tibetans in China accuse the government of enacting religious repression
and eroding their culture, as the country’s majority Han ethnic group increasingly

moves into historically Tibetan areas.

China rejects this, saying Tibetans enjoy religious freedom. Beijing points to
huge ongoing investment it says has brought modernisation and a better standard
of living to Tibet.

Chinese police on Thursday offered a cash reward of up to $32,000 to gain
information about what they call as the “black hands” behind a string of self-im-

molations in a Tibetan-inhabited region.

hitp:/ | www. buffingtonpost.com/ 2012/ 10/ 26 | lhamo-tseten_n_2022548. himl

Lhamo Tseten, Tibetan Farmer, Self-Immolates In China
Huffington Post, 26 October 2012

BEIJING — A 23-year-old man has become the fifth Tibetan in a week to set
himself on fire and die in a county in far western China to protest against Chi-

nese rule, a rights group said Saturday.
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Tsewang Kyab set himself on fire Friday evening on the main street of

Amuquhu town in Xiahe county, London-based Free Tibet said.

Earlier Friday, a 24-year-old Tibetan farmer, Lhamo Tseten, died from self-
immolation near a military base and a government office in Amuquhu, the group
said. China’s official Xinhua News Agency reported the self-immolation of a
Tibetan man by the same name, though details were slightly different. Xinhua
said that Lhamo Tseten was a 23-year-old villager and that he set himself on fire
near a hospital.

Calls to local governments in both Xiahe and the higher administration Gannan

prefecture rang unanswered Saturday.

In the past week in Xiahe, which is in Gansu province, a herdsman, a farmer

and a man in his late 20s also died after setting themselves on fire.

Dozens of ethnic Tibetans have set themselves on fire in heavily Tibetan re-
gions since March 2011 to protest what activists say is Beijing’s heavy-handed
rule in the region. Many have called for the return of the Dalai Lama, their exiled
spiritual leader.

Xiahe is home to Labrang Monastery, which is one of the most important out-
side of Tibet and was the site of numerous protests by monks following deadly
ethnic violence in Tibet in 2008 that was the most sustained Tibetan uprising
against Chinese rule in decades.

Police in the region are offering tipsters a reward of $7,700 for information

about planned self-immolations in a bid to stem the tide of fiery protests.

The protests are coming at a sensitive time, with China’s Community Party plan-

ning a once-in-a-decade power transfer in less than two weeks in Beijing;
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Thubwang Kyab

Age: 23

Occupation:

Date of self-immolation: 26 October 2012
Place: Setri village in Sangkok township

in Sangchu Dzong, Amdo

Current status: deceased

Tibetan youth self-immolates in Tibe
Tibet.net, 28 October 2012

DHARAMSHALA: Few hours after 24-year-old Lhamo Tseten burned himself
to death in Sangchu county in north-eastern Tibet’s Amdo province (incorpo-
rated into China’s Gansu Province) Friday, a 21 year old Tibetan man self-immo-
lated in the county’s Sangkhog township.

Thupwang Kyab set himself on fire on the main street of Sangkhog around
8:00 pm (local time) in protest against the Chinese government’s repressive rule.
He raised slogans demanding the return of His Holiness the Dalai LLama to Ti-
bet, and the immediate release of the Panchen LLama and other Tibetan political

prisoners. He died on the spot.
A photo shows Thupwang’s body being engulfed in flames.

Thupwang, son of Lumo Jam, is a native of Ruming village in Sangchu county.

He is survived by his wife, Dorjee Dolma.

Local Tibetans prevented the police from taking away Thupwang’s body, and
they then took it to his wife’s native village of Sertri. The Chinese government
has deployed a large number of paramilitary forces and police in the region fol-

lowing the incident.

Latest reports coming out Tibet say two more Tibetans have set themselves on
fire in Driru county in Nagchu prefecture in Tibet Autonomous Region, where
a 43 year old Tibetan man named Gudrub died of self-immolation last month.

Details of the incident are currently not available.
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Two Tibetans Self-immolate in Protes Against China’s Rule
Tibet Post International, 26 October 2012

Dharamshala: - Two young Tibetan men died in two separate self-immolation
incidents in Tibet today. Another Tibetan man died on Friday evening after set-
ting himself on fire in north-eastern region of Tibet, an information received
by The Tibet Post International Friday evening said, in the fifth self-immolation
protest in the region in less than a week.

Thupwang Kyab, a 23-year-old man from a Sertri village of Sangkhok area
in the Sangchu county, North-castern Tibet, (Xiahe County, Gannan Tibetan
Autonomous Prefecture, northwest China’s Gansu Province.) died after setting
himself alight around 8.0 p.m. near a local bus stand at the township, said Ajam

Achok, a Tibetan from Bangalore, south India, citing sources inside Tibet.

“The local Tibetans protected him from Chinese authorities during his protest
and later they took him back to his home town. Traditional prayer services are
also reportedly being held for Thupwang,” he added.

He also said that “the local Tibetans paid their last respects to Tsephak and
offered traditional white scarfs to his body.”

“Thupwang shouted slogans calling for “return of His Holiness the Dalai Lama
to Tibet, freedom in Tibet, and release of the Panchen LLama, including all the

Tibetan political prisoners,” Ajam further said.

A photo shows that local Tibetans were surrounding him paying their respects,
while his body still burning and smoking from the ground.

The incident follows that of another Tibetan man today, Lhamo Tseten, a fa-
ther of two years old daughter who set fire to himself near a hospital in the
region today at around 2.30pm. Three other Tibetan men have self-immolated in
the same county since Saturday, October 20.

The tragic wave of protesting against Beijing’s heavy-handed rule in Tibet have
been taking place since 2009, demanding freedom for Tibetans and the return
of His Holiness the Dalai Lama to Tibet. Over 60 Tibetans - including monks,
nuns, students and lay people - have set themselves on fire and that 50 of them

already passed-away.
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Thousands attend Tibetan self-immolator’s funeral
Phayul, November 01, 2012

DHARAMSHALA: In an overwhelming show of support and solidarity, thou-
sands of Tibetans attended the funeral of Tibetan self-immolator Thubwang
Kyab Wednesday morning in his native town of Labrang Sangkho in Sangchu,

eastern Tibet.

Speaking to Phayul, Gendun Phuntsok, an exile Tibetan monk living in south
India, said that tens of thousands of Tibetans from around the region gathered

to pay their last respects to Thubwang Kyab.

“Tens of thousands of Tibetans attended the funeral of martyr Thubwang
Kyab in his native hometown,” Phuntsok said citing sources inside the region.
“Even though Chinese armed forces were present, but they failed to reach near
the deceased’s body due to the overwhelming presence of Tibetans.”

Thubwang Kyab, 23, (Tsewang Kyab in earlier reports) set himself ablaze on
the main street of Sangkog town in Sangchu on October 26 in an apparent pro-

test against China’s continued occupation of Tibet.

Thubwang Kyab passed away at the scene of his protest following which Ti-
betans present there encircled him to prevent Chinese security personnel from
taking away his body, and then carried the body back to his home in Sertri village.

Earlier that day, another Tibetan, Lhamo Tseten, 24, self-immolated in front
of the local military base and township administration in Amchok in the same

Sangchu region.

Father of a two-year-old daughter, Lhamo Tseten passed away at the site of his
protest and his body was later taken to his home village. According to reports,

Lhamo Tseten was cremated on Tuesday.

In a release this week, the Dharamshala based Tibetan Parliament-in-Exile reit-
erated its “deep concern” over the spate of self-immolations in Tibet, which has
now witnessed 62 Tibetans set themselves on fire demanding the return of His
Holiness the Dalai LLama and freedom in Tibet.
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The Tibetan Parliament warned the situation would “aggravate” if the Chinese

leadership failed to address the underlying causes of the crisis.

The Tibetan lawmakers said the Chinese government’s hardline policies in Tibet
and the levelling of “baseless allegations” against His Holiness the Dalai LLama
will only “exacerbate resentment” among the Tibetan people.

“We again strongly urge the Chinese leadership to address the underlying causes
of the tragic self-immolations in Tibet,” the release said, while noting that the
self-immolation protests are the highest form of non-violent campaign.

CTA holds prayer service for Tibetan self-immolators
By Phuntsok Yangchen, Phayul, 02 November 2012

DHARAMSHALA, November 2: Thousands of Tibetans and supporters, in-
cluding the Tibetan Chief Justice Commissioners, Speaker Penpa Tsering, Sikyo-
ng Dr Lobsang Sangay, Kalons, members of the Tibetan Parliament and school
students attended a mass prayer service held in honour of Tibetan self-immola-
tors at the Tsug-la Khang, the main temple in Dharamshala today.

Special prayers were offered for Lhamo Tseten, 24, Thubwang Kyab, 23, Tsepo,
20, and Tenzin, 25, who set themselves ablaze in protest against China’s contin-
ued occupation of Tibet last week, making it the deadliest week, with seven self-
immolations, since the spate of fiery protests began in 2009.

The two cousins, Tsepo and Tenzin, set themselves ablaze near a Chinese gov-
ernment building in their home village of Nagro Phampa in Driru on October
25, calling out for Tibet’s independence, for all Tibetans to unite, and for the

return of the Dalai Lama from exile,

Tsepo is believed to have passed away while Tenzin was taken away by Chi-
nese government officials. His current wellbeing and whereabouts still remain
unknown following severe restrictions and clampdown on the internet and tele-

phone communications in the region.

Lhamo Tseten and Thubwang Kyab set themselves on fire in Sangchu region
of Amdo, eastern Tibet on October 26 in two separate incidents. Both of them
succumbed to their injuries at their protest sites.

Thubwang Kyab’s last rites were performed on October 31 in his native town
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of Labrang Sangkho. Tens of thousands of Tibetans from the adjoining areas
reportedly attended his funeral ceremony to pay their last respects.

Speaking at the prayer service today, Sikyong Dr Sangay blamed China’s failed

policies in Tibet for the series of self-immolation protests.

“The seven self-immolations that occurred in just one week clearly speak of the
deepening crisis inside Tibet,” Dr Sangay said. “Though the international media
has failed to give the deserving attention to the self-immolations, some leaders of

the world have expressed their support and solidarity.”

Last month, French Parliamentarian Lionnel Luca, while expressing his dismay
over the lack of concern from the wotld governments to the self-immolations in

Tibet, called for a boycott of all Chinese goods.

“Total indifference is triggering a succession of self-immolations of Tibet-
ans to protest against the repression of the Chinese government against free-
dom of religion and culture of the Tibetan people, guaranteed by the con-
stitution,” Luca said. “No government seems willing to react; thus, it is up to
the people to do so by boycotting all Chinese goods, which will be the only
means to exert pressure on a government that tramples International law.”
Following the prayer service, students of the Tibetan Children’s Village
School, Upper Dharamshala, carried out a candlelight vigil from the Tsug-
la Khang back to their school, in solidarity with the Tibetan self-immolators.
The deepening crisis inside Tibet has witnessed large scale anti-China protests
and a series of self-immolations that has now seen 62 Tibetans set themselves
on fire, since 2009, demanding freedom and the return of the Dalai Lama from

exile.
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Dorjee Lhundup

Age: 24

Occupation: farmer

Date of self-immolation: 4 November 2012
Place: Rebkong, Amdo, Noreastern Tibet

Current Status: deceased

New Tibetan self-immolation in China: rights groups
AFP, 4 November 2012

BEIJING — A young Tibetan set himself on fire in northwestern China on
Sunday, two overseas rights groups said, continuing a series of self-immolations

by Tibetans apparently protesting Chinese rule.

About 60 others have set themselves alight since 2009, including seven within
one week late last month in a significant escalation.

Dorjee Lhundrup died soon after setting himself ablaze in Qinghai province,
said the US-based International Campaign for Tibet, citing photographs of the
body and Tibetans outside China in touch with those inside.

Security forces deployed on the streets after the incident and restricted resi-
dents” movements, said the UK-based Free Tibet, citing local Tibetans.

Free Tibet used a different spelling, Dorje Lungdup, for the man’s name and
said he was 25, while International Campaign for Tibet said he was in his mid-
twenties.

Many Tibetans in China accuse the government of repressing their religion
and undermining their culture, as China’s majority Han ethnic group increasingly

relocates into historically Tibetan areas.

China says Tibetans enjoy religious freedom as well as improved standards of

living thanks to government investment.

UN human rights chief Navi Pillay on Friday urged China to address the many

grievances in Tibetan areas that have given rise to the protests.

“I recognise Tibetans’ intense sense of frustration and despair which has led
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them to resort to such extreme means,” she said, noting reports of “continuing

allegations of violence against Tibetans”.

Also last week, the US ambassador to China Gary Locke urged Beijing to re-
examine policies toward Tibetans as he acknowledged that he had quietly visited

monasteries during the spate of self-immolation protests.

“We have very serious concerns about the violence, of the self-immolations,
that have occurred over the last several years,” he said from Beijing to an online

forum in the US, calling the incidents “very deplorable”.

Activists say Tibetan Artist Sets Himself on Fire in China
1VOA News, 4 November 2012

A Tibetan artist has died after setting himself on fire in the latest self-immo-
lation to protest Chinese rule, and residents are said to be afraid to leave their

homes because large numbers of security forces are in the area.

The Tibetan government-in-exile and activist groups said the man set fire to
himself Sunday in Tongren, a monastery town in western China’s Qinghai prov-

ince.

The London-based Free Tibet identified the dead person as Dorje Lungdup, 25,
a father of two children. The U.S.-based International Campaign for Tibet used
a different spelling -Dorjee Lhundrup- for the man’s name.

Many Tibetans in China accuse the government of repressing their religion
and undermining their culture, as China’s majority Han ethnic group increasingly
relocates into historically Tibetan areas. Dozens of ethnic Tibetans have set
themselves on fire since March 2011 and many have called for the return of the

Dalai Lama. The Tibetan exile government is based in Dharamsala, India.

China says Tibetans enjoy religious freedom as well as improved standards of

living thanks to government investment.

Tibetan artist dies in self-immolation protest against Chinese rule
The Associated Press in Beijing, 4 November 2012

A Tibetan artist has died after setting himself on fire in the latest self-immola-
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tion protesting against Chinese rule, and residents are afraid to leave their homes
because large numbers of security forces are in the area, it was reported on Sun-

day.

The man set fire to himself on Sunday morning in Tongren, a monastery town
in western China’s Qinghai province, said the government in exile and the Lon-

don-based activist group Free Tibet.

A photo on the exile government’s website showed a burned body wrapped in

orange scarves and surrounded by monks.

Free Tibet identified the dead man as Dorje Lungdup, 25, a father of two chil-
dren and an artist of traditional Thangka religious paintings. It said thousands of
people gathered to say prayers for him, and that people decided to cremate his
body soon after to prevent authorities from interfering,

A representative of the family told the crowd that he set fire to himself to call
for the return of the exiled Tibetan spiritual leader, the Dalai L.ama, and begged
them not to protest for the sake of their own safety, Free Tibet said.

Dozens of ethnic Tibetans have set themselves on fire in heavily Tibetan re-
gions since March 2011 to protest against what activists say is Beijing’s heavy-

handed rule in the region. Many have called for the return of the Dalai Lama.

Free Tibet said residents of Tongren were afraid to leave their homes because
of large numbers of security forces on the streets and restrictions on movement.
It said internet and mobile phone communications were being interrupted to

prevent the spread of information.

A man at the Tongren county government said he could not hear clearly and
asked the Associated Press to call back. Calls then rang unanswered, as did calls

to police.
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Dorjee

Age: 15

Occupation: monk

Date of self-immolation: 7 November 2012
Place: Ngaba, Amdo, Northeastern Tibet
Current status: deceased

Samdrup

Age: 16

Occupation: monk

Date of self-immolation: 7 November 2012
Place: Ngaba, Amdo, Northeastern Tibet

Current status: unknown

Dotjee Kyab

Age: 16

Occupation: monk

Date of self-immolation: 7 November 2012
Place: Ngaba, Amdo, Northeastern Tibet
Current status: unknown

Tamding Tso
Age: 23
Occupation: nomad
Date of self-immolation: 7 November 2012
Place: Dowa town in Rebkong,
Amdo, Northeastern Tibet

Current status: deceased




409

Tsegyal

Age: 27

Occupation:

Date of self-immolation: 7 November 2012
Place: Bekar village in Driru, Kham, Tibet

Current status: deceased

Kelsang Jinpa

Age: 18

Occupation: nomad

Date of self-immolation: 8 November 2012

Place: Dolma Ground near Rongpo Monastery,
Rebkong, Amdo, Northeastern Tibet

Current status: deceased

Five Tibetans Self-Immolate Today Across Tibetan Regions
VOA Tibetan, 7 November 2012

Three monks from Ngaba, a mother from Rebkong and a Tibetan man from
Driru are reported to have self-immolated on Wednesday in an apparent China
protest, a day before the Chinese Communist Party’s 18th National Congress.

Ngaba

Three Tibetan monks from Ngoshul monastery burned themselves in Ngaba,
Sichuan around 3pm (local time) today. 15-year-old Dorji, 16-year-old Samdrup
and Dorji Kyab set themselves on fire outside Ngoshul monastery calling for
the Dalai Lama’s return to Tibet and freedom for Tibet. Security personnels are
reported to have arrived at the scene shortly after their self-immolations. Dotji,
15, is known to have died at the scene of the protest and the other two have
been admitted to a hospital in Ngaba. Sources with contacts in the area report
heavy presence of security and severe restrictions around Gomang and Ngoshul
monastery. Ngoshul monastery, located about 12 kilometers from Ngaba county,
has about 130 monks
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As many as 6,000 people demonstrated against the government Thursday af-
ternoon in Tongren, a monastery town in Qinghai province, after two self-im-
molations — a 23-year-old woman on Wednesday and a young former monk on

Thursday, exile groups reported.

“The situation there is very tense as Chinese armed forces have placed severe
restrictions on movement in the town and are now closing in on the protesters,” a

member of the Tibetan patliament in exile told the Tibetan news service Phayul.

“We have heard that 2,000 to 6,000 people demonstrated, which are plausible
numbers given that there have been protests of that size before,” said Harriet

Beaumont, a spokeswoman for the London-based group Free Tibet.

She said the protests were carried out in response to the heavy troop presence
and other stifling security measures, intimidating footage on television and harsh
sentences for involvement in a protest or disclosure about demonstrations to

outsiders.

“Tibetans were also aware of the approach of the congress and that might be a
factor in the serious escalation in the last few days,” Beaumont said.

In a speech opening the congress, outgoing President Hu Jintao acknowledged
criticism that China’s economic development had come at the expense of many
of its people, and said authorities would crack down on high-level corruption.
The government also faces widespread accusations of repression leveled by eth-

nic groups such as Tibetans and Uighurs in the country’s far northwest.

In the run-up to the congress, Chinese authorities blanketed Tibetan neigh-
borhoods with armed police in riot gear bearing fire extinguishers and erected
barricades and checkpoints. Some Tibetans suspected of disseminating anti-gov-

ernment information via email or social networking sites were arrested.

Wednesday was the deadliest day since Tibetans began setting themselves on

fire last year.

Three such protesters were monks ages 15 and 16 from a monastery on the out-
skirts of Aba, the Sichuan province county where the self-immolations began.
They set themselves ablaze simultaneously outside the town’s Public Security Bu-
reau, chanting “freedom for Tibet” and calling for the return of the Dalai Lama,

Tibet’s exiled spiritual leader.

The youngest, 15-year-old Dorje, died on the spot, but the other two were taken
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to a hospital by police. The teenagers were all said to be from nomadic families.

About three hours later, 200 miles to the north, the woman in Tongren immo-
lated herself in a pasture near her village. She was identified as Tamdrin Tso, the
mother of a 5-year-old boy.

Five Tibetans Self-immolate
RFEA, 7 November 2012

Five Tibetans, including a young mother and three teenage boys, set fire to
themselves on Wednesday in protest against Chinese rule in the largest number
of self-immolations in a single day, triggering massive demonstrations in at least

one area, according to exile and local sources.

The burnings—which raised the self-immolation toll to 68 so far—came ahead
of the ruling Chinese Communist Party’s highly anticipated Congress beginning
Thursday, which is expected to endorse Vice President Xi Jinping as successor to
President Hu Jintao in a once-a-decade leadership transition.

At least two of the self-immolators have died.

Three of the self-immolations occurred in Sichuan province’s Ngaba (in Chi-
nese, Aba) prefecture and one each in Qinghai province’s Malho (Huangnan)
prefecture and in the Tibet Autonomous Region, the sources said.

The three boys—monks Dortje, 15, Samdrub, 16, and Dorje Kyab, 16—set
themselves ablaze in front of a police station in Ngaba town, calling for a free Ti-
bet and the return of Tibet’s spiritual leader the Dalai L.ama, according to monks
Lobsang Yeshi and Kanyag Tsering, who live in India’s hill town of Dharamsala,

where the Dalai LLama lives in exile.

“The three self-immolated in front of the Ngatoe Gomang police station in the

evening at around 3:00 p.m.,” Lobsang Yeshi said, citing local sources.

“Dorje, who died at the scene, Samdrub, and Dorje Kyab are monks from the
Ngoshul monastery,” Lobsang Yeshi said.

“Samdrub and Dorje Kyab have been taken to the Ngaba county hospital. Now
there is a severe security clampdown restricting any movement in the streets,”
he said.
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Mother dies

In the Malho prefecture, a 23-year-old Tibetan mother of a young son set fire
to herself and died in the Gemar market area of Rebgong (in Chinese, Tongren)
county, drawing several thousand Tibetans to the streets in a protest against Chi-

nese rule.

Tamdrin Tso set herself ablaze at about 6:00 p.m. and died shouting slogans

calling for the return of the Dalai Lama, local sources said.

Tamdrin Tso came originally from the Dro Rongwo township of Rebgong
county, sources said. She leaves behind a son, Nyingjam Tsering, aged 5 or 6, and
her father, Tamdrin Kyab, and mother, Konchog Tso.

“Over the last 15 days, Tamdrin Tso had performed prayers for other self-
immolation protesters in Tibet, and today she set herself on fire,” Dorje Wang-
chuk, director of the Literary and Culture Research Centre of the Norbulingka

Institute in Dharamsala, citing sources in the region.

Following the burning, around 3,000 local Tibetans gathered in the Gemar mar-
ket area, a central location with a school and many shops, and shouted slogans
calling for freedom for Tibet, sources said.

Tamdrin Tso’s self-immolation was the second to occur in the Rebgong area

this week.

On Now. 4, Tibetan artist Dorjee Lhundrub, 25, set himself ablaze and shouted
slogans against Chinese rule and calling for the Dalai Lama’s return as he burned
to death.

A large crowd of local monks and township residents then gathered at the site,
with many placing traditional Tibetan scarves on Lhundrub’s charred remains as
a mark of respect for the father of two, sources said.

Protests intensify

Wednesday’s fifth self-immolation occurred in Bekhar township in Driru coun-

ty, Nagchu prefecture, of the Tibet Autonomous Region.

“I learned about the self-immolation at 8:00 p.m., as it happened, while I was
speaking on the phone,” said a Tibetan monk living in South India, citing con-

tacts in the region.

“There was a lot of commotion, and there were shouts at the scene by the
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Tibetans. The Chinese security forces arrived immediately, but details, such as
the name of the self-immolator, remain unknown,” the monk said, speaking on

condition of anonymity.

Tibetan self-immolation protests have intensified in recent weeks and may have

entered a new phase, some analysts have said.

And the failure to contain the fiery protests, the analysts say, poses a major
challenge to Beijing, which has offered cash rewards to Tibetans to inform on
potential self-immolators and has tightened security restrictions on Tibetan mon-

asteries and towns.

The burnings continue despite calls to end them by a special meeting of Tibetan

exile groups convened in Dharamsala on the advice of the Dalai Lama.
‘No meaningful response’

Sophie Richardson, China Director for Human Rights Watch, described the

self-immolation protests as “extraordinary acts of desperation.”

“And they continue because there is no meaningful response from the central

government, which has the ability to change the situation for the better.”

“It has to be profoundly unnerving to [China’s] leadership that not only has this
continued for as long as it has, but that you see different age groups, you see reli-
gious figures, you see people from urban areas and rural areas, men and women,

young and old,” Richardson said.

“The number and scope of cases suggest that this is a more thoroughgoing
statement or expression of despair than the Chinese government would have

you believe it is.”

Breaking: Tibet burns on eve of crucial China meet
Phaynl, 7 November 2012

DHARAMSHALA,: In confirmed reports coming out of Tibet, a Tibetan
woman set herself on fire today in an apparent protest against China’s occupa-

tion, on the eve of the Chinese Communist Party’s 18th National Congress.

Tamding Tso, a 23-year-old mother of one, passed away in her self-immolation
protest in Rebkong region of Amdo, eastern Tibet.
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In unconfirmed reports, Phayul is hearing of two to three more self-immolation
protests today in Rebkong and Ngaba regions of Tibet. As of now, Phayul can-

not independently confirm these reports.

Sources have told Phayul that Tamding Tso of Dro Rongwo set herself on fire
near the Ghe Mar thang (a ground) at around 5.30 pm today. She is survived by

her six year-old son.

According to eyewitnesses, Tamding Tso shouted, “His Holiness the Dalai

Lama must come to Tibet,” before setting herself on fire.

Following the self-immolation protest, monks of the Dowa Monastery carried
her charred body to her home. At the filing of this report, over two thousands
Tibetans are reportedly gathered in the region, raising slogans for the return of

the Dalai Lama from exile and offering prayers.

64 known Tibetans have set themselves on fire since 2009 in Tibet, protesting
China’s continued occupation and demanding freedom and the return of His
Holiness the Dalai T.ama from exile.

Last week, Dorjee Lhundup, 25, father of a four-year-old son and two-year-old
daughter, passed away in his self-immolation protest in Rebkong calling for free-
dom in Tibet and the return of His Holiness the Dalai Lama from exile.

Thousands of Tibetans gathered to pay their last respects to Dorjee Lhundup
later that day.

Speaking to reporters in Japan eatrlier this week, the Dalai L.ama said that Xi Jin-
ping, who is expected to take over the reins from Hu Jintao at the Party Congress

beginning tomorrow, will have no choice but to embark on political reforms.

“Now Hu Jintao’s era (is the) past, now Xi Jinping is coming as president. I
think there’s no alternative except some political change, so political reform.

Economy reform (is) already there,” reporters quoted the Dalai Lama as saying;

Rights groups: 5 Tibetans self-immolate in 2 days
By Louise Watt, The Associated Press, 8 November 2012

BEIJING—Tibetan protests against Chinese rule intensified around the open-
ing of a pivotal Communist Party congress as three teenage monks and two other
Tibetans set themselves on fire over two days, activists reported Thursday.
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Four of the self-immolations took place on Wednesday and were followed by a
fifth involving a nomad in western Qinghai on Thursday. Since March 2011, doz-
ens of ethnic Tibetans have self-immolated in ethnically Tibetan areas to protest
what activists say is China’s heavy-handed rule over the region. Such protests have
become more frequent in recent weeks, apparently aimed at the party’s weeklong

conference to unveil the country’s new leadership that opened Thursday.

“These protests are aimed at sending the next generation of China’s unelected
regime a clear signal that Tibetans will continue to fight for their freedom despite
China’s efforts to suppress and intimidate them,” Free Tibet director Stephanie

Brigden said in a statement.

Free Tibet also said that the three monks, at ages 15 and 16, were the young-
est to self-immolate. They set fire to themselves Wednesday afternoon outside a
police office in southwest Sichuan province calling for freedom for Tibet and the
return of their spiritual leader, the Dalai Lama, the group said, adding it was the

first documented case of a triple self-immolation.

The youngest monk, identified as 15-year-old Dorjee, died at the scene and
his companions, Samdup and Dorjee Kyab, both 16, were taken to a hospital by

security forces and their conditions were unknown, Free Tibet said.

Then in the evening a 23-year-old Tibetan nomadic woman, Tamdin Tso, died
after self-immolating in another ethnically Tibetan area in western Qinghai prov-
ince, it said. She took petrol from a motorbike and set fire to herself in the fam-
ily’s winter pasture near Tongren, a monastery town, and her body was taken
back to her family’s home whether people gathered to pray, it said. She had a
5-year-old son.

Tibetan nomad Jinpa Gyatso, who was from the same area, became the fifth in
two days to set himself on fire, said Kate Saunders, spokeswoman for the Wash-
ington-based International Campaign for Tibet. His death Thursday outside a
monastery, as well as the woman’s, prompted hundreds of Tibetans to gather and

mourn, Saunders wrote in an email.

The pro-Tibet groups’ accounts could not immediately be confirmed. The self-
declared Tibetan government-in-exile reported one other self-immolation on

Wednesday but provided few details.

A man at Qinghai provincial government’s news office said he didn’t know

about the case and hung up. The Aba prefecture’s communist party propaganda
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department referred queries to prefectural and provincial authorities, where calls

rang unanswered.

Chinese authorities routinely deny Tibetan claims of repression and have ac-
cused supporters of the Dalai Lama of encouraging the self-immolations. The
Dalai Lama and representatives of the self-declared Tibetan government-in-exile

in India say they oppose all violence.

Free Tibet said the three boys came from a village in Aba county, a region
of high-altitude valleys grazed by yaks on the Tibetan plateau, and belonged to
Ngoshul Monastery, which houses around 130 monks and is approximately 10
kilometers (6 miles) from Ngaba town where other self-immolations have taken
place. Free Tibet said security forces had been deployed to the monastery and
the nearby town of Gomang, and already heavy restrictions in Ngaba county had
been intensified, with people unable to leave or enter Ngaba town.

Free Tibet says over two thirds of those who have self-immolated are younger
than 25 and have grown up under Chinese rule. “Their protests belie China’s
propaganda that Tibetans are happy and thriving, Tibetans young and old, men
and women from all walks of life across a vast area of Tibet are setting fire to

themselves in protest at China’s occupation,” it said in a statement.

The Chinese government has poured money into the region for years to spur
development and helping to raise living standards. But many Tibetans say China’s
tight control, including on religious observance, is draining them of their culture

and identity.

Six Tibetans set themselves on fire in two days - activists
BBC News, 8 November 2012

They say large crowds of Tibetans later gathered at the scene in Qinghai prov-
ince, amid heavy police presence.

On Wednesday, five people reportedly set themselves on fire, and at least two
of them later died.

China accuses exiled Tibetan leaders of stirring up unrest.

The government in Beijing says Tibetans have religious freedom, blaming Ti-
bet’s exiled spiritual leader, the Dalai Lama, for the unrest - a claim he rejects.
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More than 60 Tibetans have set themselves on fire since early 2011.

The latest incidents took place as China’s Communist Party opened a congress
in Beijing that will begin the process of transferring power to a new generation

of leaders.
UN call

On Thursday, Tibetan nomad Jinpa Gyatso, 18, set himself on fire in the square
outside a monastery in the western town of Rebkong, Tibetan activists in exile
say.

He was reportedly heard shouting for the return of the Dalai Lama to Tibet
before he died.

On Wednesday, Dicki Chhoyang, a spokesperson for the Tibetan government
in exile in India, told Agence-France Presse news agency that their sources were
able to confirm the four cases, calling them a “cry for help”.

The London-based Free Tibet group said that the three boys set themselves on

fire outside their local police station.
It said it was the first documented case of a triple self-immolation.

The youngest, aged 15, died at the scene. The whereabouts of his two 16-year-

old companions are unknown, a group spokesman said.

The woman was identified by Voice of America as 23-year-old Tamding Tso.
She had a five-year-old son, reports said.

Radio Free Asia also reported a fifth self-immolation inside Tibet, citing an
exiled monk who had spoken to people in the region, however this could not be

confirmed.

Foreign media are banned from the region, making verifying the self-immola-

tion cases difficult. Chinese state media have confirmed some but not all.
More than half of those who set themselves on fire are believed to have died.

Last week UN rights chief Navi Pillay called on China to address issues behind
the series of self-immolations and to allow monitors and the media access to the

region
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Breaking: Another self-immolation today, Six Tibetans burn in two days
Phayul, 8 November 2012

DHARAMSHALA, November 8: In more heartbreaking news coming out of
Tibet, yet another Tibetan set himself on fire today in an apparent protest against
China’s occupation of Tibet.

18-year-old nomad, Kalsang Jinpa, set himself on fire at the Dolma Square in
front of the Rongwo Monastery in Rebkong, eastern Tibet. The former monk of
the Rongwo Monastery raised a white banner with slogans calling for the Dalai
Lama’s return and the rights of the Tibetan people before setting himself ablaze.
He passed away in his fiery protest.

Sources tell Phayul that thousands of Tibetans have gathered at the Dolma Sqa-
ure to pay their last respects to Kalsang Jinpa. Situation there is being described
as tense with the crowd raising slogans for the return of His Holiness the Dalai
Lama and freedom in Tibet.

Further details are awaited at the filing of this report.

Yesterday, Tamding Tso, a 23-year-old mother of one, passed away in her self-
immolation protest in the same region. In another instance yesterday, three teen-
aged monks of the Ngoshul Monastery in Ngaba region set themselves on fire in
a triple self-immolation protest. Dorjee, 15 passed away in his protest, while the
condition of Samdup, 16, and Dorjee Kyab, 16, is not yet known.

Confirming today’s self-immolation protest in Rebkong, the Dharamshala based
Central Tibetan Administration also confirmed a fifth self-immolation protest

that took place yesterday, November 7, in Driru region of Nagchu, central Tibet.

In two days, Tibet has witnessed an alarming escalation in the fiery protests with
six confirmed self-immolations. These protests coincide with the Chinese Com-
munist Party’s week-long 18th National Congtress, which began today in Beijing.
China’s heir apparent Xi Jinping will be taking over the mantle of leadership,
along with a new team, by the end of the meeting,

The deepening crisis inside Tibet has witnessed large scale anti-China protests
and a series of self-immolations that has now seen 69 Tibetans set themselves on

fire since 2009, demanding freedom and the return of the Dalai L.ama from exile.
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In Beijing on Thursday, China’s Communist Party opened a week-long congress
that is expected to end with the transitioning of power to Vice President Xi Jin-

ping, who will govern for the coming decade.

China blames what it calls the “Dalai clique” for fomenting unrest in Tibet and

orchestrating the self-immolations.

Stephanie Brigden, director of the Free Tibet campaign group, said the spate of
protests were “aimed at sending the next generation of China’s unelected regime

a clear signal that Tibetans will continue to fight for their freedom”.

The man who set himself alight on Thursday, dying instantly, was named as
Jinpa Gyatso by the government in exile. Over 6,000 Tibetans attended his fu-
neral, a statement received by AFP said.

It is difficult for the media to verify reports of self-immolations because inde-

pendent journalists are prevented from travelling to Tibetan areas.

The protests have divided exiled Tibetans with some seeing them as a legitimate
protest while others worry they contravene Buddhist beliefs in the sanctity of
life.

Many gathered for a candle-lit prayer vigil in Dharamshala, home to about
10,000 exiled Tibetans, on Thursday in front of a large poster bearing the faces

of those who have self-immolated.

The government in exile, which is not recognised by any foreign state, is looking
for cause for optimism from Xi’s leadership, the 59-year-old son of a Communist

revolutionary.

Xi’s father, Xi Zhongxun, met and came to know the Dalai Lama in Beijing
in the early 1950s, before the Tibetan spiritual leader fled after a failed uprising;

He later became a liberal vice premier seen as sympathetic towards minorities,

and Tibetan exiles hope that such thinking may have passed down a generation.

Xi junior’s true political leanings are largely unknown, though he has expressed
the government’s routine disdain for the Dalai I.ama and also vowed to “smash”
any attempt to destroy stability in Tibet.

The Dalai Lama and the government in exile call for greater autonomy for Tibet
inside China, but Beijing views these demands as a separatist campaign liable to
spark further demands for self-governance in other restive regions.
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“We are ready at any time, any location to resume dialogue,” Dicki Chhoyang,
information secretary for the exiled government, told AFP.

Last week, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Navi Pillay urged China
to address Tibetans’ grievances saying she recognised their “intense sense of

frustration and despair which has led them to resort to such extreme means”.

China rebuffed the criticism and expressed “strong dissatisfaction”.

China Communist Party Congress: teenage Tibetans set themselves on
fire in protest
The Telegraph, 8 November 2012

An 18-year-old man self-immolated on Thursday outside a monastery in
Huangnan prefecture in Qinghai province where a 23-year-old woman also died
after setting herself alight on Wednesday, the India-based exile government an-

nounced.

A trio of monks aged 16 or under also set themselves alight on Wednesday in
Aba County in Sichuan province, with one dying of his injuries, while another
burning was confirmed in the Tibetan Autonomous Region on the same day.

Self-immolations to protest Chinese rule in Tibet have occurred regularly since
March 2011, but Wednesday marked the first time such a large number have hap-

pened on the same day. Three are dead in the latest cases.

“We firmly believe that an end to repression will effectively end the cycle of
self-immolations,” the exile government’s premier Lobsang Sangay said in a mes-

sage to China’s incoming leadership.

A total of 69 Tibetans have set themselves on fire since February 2009, of
which 54 have died, according to the government in exile, which has been based
in India since Tibetan spiritual leader the Dalai L.ama fled Tibet in 1959.

In Beijing on Thursday, China’s Communist Party opened a week-long congress
that is expected to end with the transitioning of power to Vice President Xi Jin-

ping, who will govern for the coming decade.

China blames what it calls the “Dalai clique” for fomenting unrest in Tibet and

orchestrating the self-immolations.

Stephanie Brigden, director of the Free Tibet campaign group, said the spate of
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protests were “aimed at sending the next generation of China’s unelected regime

a clear signal that Tibetans will continue to fight for their freedom”.

The man who set himself alight on Thursday, dying instantly, was named as
Jinpa Gyatso by the government in exile. Over 6,000 Tibetans attended his fu-
neral, a statement received by AFP said.

It is difficult for the media to verify reports of self-immolations because inde-

pendent journalists are prevented from travelling to Tibetan areas.

The protests have divided exiled Tibetans with some seeing them as a legitimate
protest while others worry they contravene Buddhist beliefs in the sanctity of
life.

Many gathered for a candle-lit prayer vigil in Dharamshala, home to about
10,000 exiled Tibetans, on Thursday in front of a large poster bearing the faces
of those who have self-immolated.

The government in exile, which is not recognised by any foreign state, is looking
for cause for optimism from Xi’s leadership, the 59-year-old son of a Communist

revolutionary.

Xi’s father, Xi Zhongxun, met and came to know the Dalai L.ama in Beijing
in the early 1950s, before the Tibetan spiritual leader fled after a failed uprising;

He later became a liberal vice premier seen as sympathetic towards minorities,

and Tibetan exiles hope that such thinking may have passed down a generation.

Xi junior’s true political leanings are largely unknown, though he has expressed
the government’s routine disdain for the Dalai LLama and also vowed to “smash”

any attempt to destroy stability in Tibet.

The Dalai Lama and the government in exile call for greater autonomy for Tibet
inside China, but Beijing views these demands as a separatist campaign liable to

spatk further demands for self-governance in other restive regions.

“We are ready at any time, any location to resume dialogue,” Dicki Chhoyang,

information secretary for the exiled government, told AFP.

Last week, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Navi Pillay urged China
to address Tibetans’ grievances saying she recognised their “intense sense of

frustration and despair which has led them to resort to such extreme means”.

China rebuffed the criticism and expressed “strong dissatisfaction”.
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In China, self-immolations continue as party congress opens
By Barbara Demick, Los Angeles Times, 9 November 2012

BEIJING — As China launched its 18th Communist Party congress on Thurs-
day, a record number of Tibetans immolated themselves in a stark illustration of

the internal tensions facing the country’s new leadership.

Over a 48-hour period, at least five Tibetans were reported to have set them-
selves on fire in western China. Most of them were teenagers.

As many as 6,000 people demonstrated against the government Thursday af-
ternoon in Tongren, a monastery town in Qinghai province, after two self-im-
molations — a 23-year-old woman on Wednesday and a young former monk on

Thursday, exile groups reported.

“The situation there is very tense as Chinese armed forces have placed severe
restrictions on movement in the town and are now closing in on the protesters,” a

member of the Tibetan patliament in exile told the Tibetan news service Phayul.

“We have heard that 2,000 to 6,000 people demonstrated, which are plausible
numbers given that there have been protests of that size before,” said Harriet

Beaumont, a spokeswoman for the London-based group Free Tibet.

She said the protests were carried out in response to the heavy troop presence
and other stifling security measures, intimidating footage on television and harsh
sentences for involvement in a protest or disclosure about demonstrations to

outsiders.

“Tibetans were also aware of the approach of the congress and that might be a
factor in the serious escalation in the last few days,” Beaumont said.

In a speech opening the congress, outgoing President Hu Jintao acknowledged
criticism that China’s economic development had come at the expense of many
of its people, and said authorities would crack down on high-level corruption.
The government also faces widespread accusations of repression leveled by eth-

nic groups such as Tibetans and Uighurs in the country’s far northwest.

In the run-up to the congress, Chinese authorities blanketed Tibetan neigh-
borhoods with armed police in riot gear bearing fire extinguishers and erected
barricades and checkpoints. Some Tibetans suspected of disseminating anti-gov-

ernment information via email or social networking sites were arrested.
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Wednesday was the deadliest day since Tibetans began setting themselves on

fire last year.

Three such protesters were monks ages 15 and 16 from a monastery on the out-
skirts of Aba, the Sichuan province county where the self-immolations began.
They set themselves ablaze simultaneously outside the town’s Public Security Bu-
reau, chanting “freedom for Tibet” and calling for the return of the Dalai Lama,
Tibet’s exiled spiritual leader.

The youngest, 15-year-old Dorje, died on the spot, but the other two were taken
to a hospital by police. The teenagers were all said to be from nomadic families.

About three hours later, 200 miles to the north, the woman in Tongren immo-
lated herself in a pasture near her village. She was identified as Tamdrin Tso, the

mother of a 5-year-old boy.

Five Tibetans set themselves on fire in protest at Chinese rule
By Jonathan Kaiman in Beijing, Guardian, 8 November 2012

Five Tibetans including three teenage monks and a young mother have set
themselves on fire to protest against Chinese rule over the Himalayan region,

according to Tibetan rights groups. At least two of them have died.

The five self-immolations — the most ever recorded by Tibetans in one day —
came a day before Thursday’s start of a week-long Communist party congress in

Beijing that will usher in China’s new political leadership.

The three monks set themselves on fire at about 3pm outside a police station
in Ngaba county, Sichuan province, while calling for freedom and the return of
their exiled spiritual leader the Dalai Lama, according to the non-profit broad-
caster Radio Free Asia.

One of the monks, 15-year-old Dortje, died at the scene, while the other two
— 16-year-olds Dorje Kyab and Samdrub — were taken to a county hospital by
security officers. Their current condition is unknown. The London-based group
Free Tibet called the incident “the first triple self-immolation protest to happen
in Tibet”.

About three hours later, a 23-year-old nomadic woman in Rebkong county, Qin-
ghai province, burned herself to death, leaving behind a young son. “Tamdin Tso
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siphoned petrol from a motorbike and set fire to herself in the family’s winter
pasture,” Free Tibet reported on its website. “Her body was taken back to the

>

family home where local people gathered to pray.”

About 3,000 local Tibetans took to the streets to protest against Chinese rule
after the woman died, according to Radio Free Asia. The broadcaster also wrote
that a fifth Tibetan self-immolated in the Tibet autonomous region’s Nagchu
prefecture on Wednesday, but did not provide a name.

The reports could not be independently verified. Calls to the Ngaba town police

station rang unanswered.

According to the New York-based International Campaign for Tibet, 68 Tibet-
ans have self-immolated since 2009, 55 of whom have died, and nine of whom
were women. Two-thirds have been under 25; the oldest was in his 60s. They
have come from urban and rural areas in the Tibetan autonomous region itself

as well as nearby Gansu, Qinghai and Sichuan provinces.

According to Tsering Tsomo, executive director for the Tibetan Centre for
Human Rights and Democracy in Dharamsala, India, Ngaba has faced tight re-
strictions since large-scale protests gripped the county in 2008. Tibetans are not
allowed to freely enter or exit the area, she said. Authorities require locals to

register with government-issued IDs before they can purchase flammable liquids.

“It’s really surprising for us that these three immolations happened in Ngaba,
given the internal surveillance in the area and the government lockdown there,”

she said. “We are clueless right now.”

The government has introduced a barrage of new country-wide regulations for
the 18th party congress, a once-in-a-decade leadership transition that began on
Thursday morning. The internet in Beijing has slowed to a crawl, construction
projects have been put on hold, and hotels have been instructed to inspect guests’

luggage by hand.

Authorities have already embarked on a “patriotic education” campaign in Ti-
bet, forcing monks to hang portraits of Communist party leaders on monastery
walls. They have offered cash rewards as high as $30,000 (£19,000) to locals for

information on self-immolations and protests.

Despite the security measures, reports of self-immolations have escalated in
the past few weeks. Last month, seven Tibetans killed themselves in seven days.
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On Sunday, a 25-year-old artist in Tongren, Qinghai province, burned himself
to death.

A 43-year-old blogger named Gudrup who self-immolated in early October left
behind an article. “We are declaring the reality of Tibet by burning our own bod-
ies to call for freedom of Tibet,” it said. “We will win the battle through truth, by

shooting the arrows of our lives, by using the bow of our mind.”

Tibetan activists call the persistence of self-immolations a testament to Chinese
authorities’ policy failures in the region. “They are the ones that can do some-
thing about this, but they are powetless right now,” said Tenzin Chokey, general
secretary of the Tibetan Youth Congress in Dharamsala. “All their usual tactics
have failed.”

6 Tibetans Immolate in Two Days
Tibet.net, 8 November 2012

DHARAMSHALA: The Central Tibetan Administration is deeply saddened
and concerned to learn of the worsening situation in Tibet involving self-immo-
lations by six Tibetans across Tibet since Wednesday (7 November). The total
self-immolations in Tibet has reached 69, out of which 55 have died.

Three monks of Ngoshul monastery — Dorjee, 15, Samdub, 16 and Dorjee
Kyab, 16 — set fire to themselves at the entrance of a local police in Gomang
township in Ngaba county in Amdo. 15-year-old Dorjee died on the spot, while
the other two monks were taken to Ngaba county hospital.

They shouted slogans calling for the return of His Holiness the Dalai Lama to
Tibet and freedom for Tibetans.

The situation Ngaba has become ever more tense with the deployment of rein-

forcement of security forces across the county, especially at Ngoshul monastery.

Ngoshul monastery has currently about 130 monks and it is located 12 km west
of Ngaba county.

In another incident, Tamdin Tso, a 23-year-old nomadic herder, died after set-
ting herself on fire in Rebgong in north-eastern Tibet. Eyewitnesses say she
called for the return of His Holiness the Dalai Lama to Tibet before setting fire
to herself. A photo shows her completely charred body in front of a photo of
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His Holiness the Dalai L.ama, Sikyong Dr Lobsang Sangay and former Kalon
Tripa Prof Samdhong Rinpoche.

In yet another incident, a Tibetan man has set himself on fire in Driru county

in Nagchu Prefecture in the Tibet Autonomous Region.

Fresh reports coming out of Tibet say one more Tibetan has self-immolated
in Rebgong in north-eastern Tibet on Thursday (8 November). Kalsang Jinpa,
18, set himself on fire at Rongwo monastery while calling for His Holiness the
Dalai Lama’s return to Tibet. He died on the spot. A photo shows his body was
completely burned. Over 6,000 Tibetans gathered for his funeral.

Fifth Tibetan self-immolation in two days as China clamps down on free-
dom protests
By Ann Edwards & Sara Malm, Dazly Mail, 8 November 2012

Chinese military forces have been mobilised in Chinese occupied Tibet after the

fifth self-immolation in less than 48 hours was reported today.

Rumours of a sixth incident have yet to be confirmed as security has been tight-
ened in Rebkong County in central China to prevent local people from joining a

protest following incident number five.

The latest tragedies came after the first documented case of a triple self-immo-
lation yesterday, where three teenage Tibetan monks set themselves alight as they
called for the freedom of Tibet.

Several thousand people gathered in a peaceful protest after an 18-year-old man
named Jinpa set fire to himself at around 5pm local time.

Jinpa hailed from the same area as Tamdin Tso, a 23-year-old woman who self-

immolated yesterday.

The eatlier triple self-immolation took place at approximately 3pm local time
yesterday outside the gates of the local Public Security Bureau office in Gomang
Township, Ngaba County, Eastern Tibet, which the Chinese refer to as Sichuan

province.

The boys called out for freedom in Tibet and for the return of the Dalai Lama
as they set themselves on fire. Security forces arrived at the scene almost im-
mediately.
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The youngest monk, 15-year-old Dorjee, died at the scene.

His companions, 16-year-olds Samdup and Dorjee Kyab, were taken to hospital
by security forces.

Their current whereabouts and wellbeing are unknown.

Tamdin Tso, who had a five year-old son, died at the scene after setting herself
alight, near Rongwo in Rebkong County, Eastern Tibet.

Tamdin Tso took petrol from a motorbike and set fire to herself in the family’s

winter pasture.

Her body was taken back to her family’s home and local people gathered there
to pray.

Free Tibet Director Stephanie Brigden said: “These are the youngest Tibetans to
set fire to themselves in protest at China’ s occupation.

“This is also the largest single incident, yet another indication of the escalation
of protests in Tibet.’

The five self-immolations follows reports from Rebkong, known as Tongren
in Chinese, that people have been threatened with two years’ imprisonment for

receiving or making international calls.

Chinese authorities are tightening their grip on the area in conjunction with the

Communist party’s congress in Beijing,

International campaign organisation Free Tibet reported that in the days before
the congress began, footage of security forces on training exercises has been

broadcast across the Tibetan region.

It warned local people that Chinese security forces will be ‘ready to do whatever
it takes to crush those who are destroying stability in the region to ensure that the
18th Party Congtess is not disrupted’

Free Tibet Director Stephanie Brigden said there are grave concerns for the
safety of the people of Rebkong County following the footage.

‘As Congtress opens, China must be held accountable for its actions in Tibet,
she said.

‘These protests are aimed at sending the next generation of China’s unelected
regime a clear signal that Tibetans will continue to fight for their freedom despite
China’s efforts to suppress and intimidate them.
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Gonpo Tsering

Age: 19

Occupation: farmer

Date of self-immolation: 10 November 2012

Place: Lushoe village in Amchok, Sangchu Dzong
Amdo, Northeastern Tibet

Current status: deceased

Father of Three Dies After Self-Immolation
1VOA News, 26 November 2012

Gonpo Tsering, 24, died after burning himself in front of Ala Deu-go
monastery grounds today around 6pm in Kanlho (Ch: Gannan) prefecture. He
became the fourth Tibetan to self-immolate since yesterday. Gompo reportedly
shouted slogans calling for freedom for Tibet, human rights in Tibet and return
of the Dalai L.ama to Tibet.

Exile sources with contacts in the region say many local Tibetans gathered
to pray for Gonpo and to show their solidarity. Chinese security personnel
deployed in the region are known to have heightened restrictions in and around

the area.
Gonpo is survived by his three children and wife Namgyal Dolma, 26.

More than 85 Tibetans have burned themselves in China protest and 23 Tibet-

ans have self-immolated in November alone.

The Tibetan spiritual leader the Dalai Lama on Saturday in an interview with
Indian national television channel Doordarshan said he is saddened by the

increainsg number of self-immolation news from Tibet.

He said, “What’s happening is very sad; it brings tears to my eyes...People are
not doing this because they are drunk or have family problems, but because
they live in constant fear.”
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Breaking: Father of three burns self to death, Third self-immolation in a
day takes toll to 85
Phayul, November 26, 2012

DHARAMSHALA, November 26: In more alarming reports coming out of Ti-
bet, a Tibetan man - the third in a single day - set himself on fire in Luchu region
of Kanlho, eastern Tibet protesting China’s rule over of Tibet.

A group of exile Tibetans from Luchu identified the Tibetan self-immolator as
Gonpo Tsering, 24 years of age and father of three children, all below the age

of six.

“Martyr Gonpo Tsering set himself on fire in front of the main prayer hall of
the Ala Deu-go Monastery in Ala region of Luchu at around 6 pm (local time)
today,” the group told Phayul citing sources in the region. “While engulfed in
flames, he raised slogans calling for Tibet’s freedom, human rights in Tibet, and
the return of His Holiness the Dalai Lama from exile.”

Gonpo Tsering succumbed to his injuries at the site of his protest.

Local Tibetans carried his charred body inside the Monastery where monks and
a large number of Tibetans from the surrounding regions assembled, against of-
ficial orders, to offer prayers for the deceased and express their solidarity.

According to reports, Chinese security personnel and armed forces were im-
mediately deployed in the region. Restrictions have been heightened as Chinese
authorities are currently said to be investigating the protest.

Gonpo Tsering is survived by his wife, their three children, and his parents.
This is the second self-immolation protest in Luchu region. On November
22, Tamding Kyab, 23, a nomad and former monk, passed away in his self-immo-
lation protest. He was cremated in the morning of November 25.

Gonpo Tsering is the third Tibetan to self-immolate today. Eatlier, a young
Tibetan,Wangyal set himself on fire in the middle of Sertha town raising slogans
for the return of His Holiness the Dalai Lama.

Wangyal’s condition and whereabouts are not yet known after Chinese security

forces took possession of his charred body.

In Amchok region of Labrang, Kunchok Tsering, 18, passed away after he set

himself ablaze near a mining site in the region.
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The deepening crisis inside Tibet has witnessed large scale anti-China protests
and a series of self-immolations that has now seen 85 Tibetans set themselves
on fire, since 2009, demanding freedom and the return of the Dalai Lama from

exile.

November alone has reported 23 self-immolations and protests by thousands
of Tibetans, including by school students in Chabcha today and in Rebkong
carlier this month.

Chinese officials have reacted to the self-immolation protests with further re-
strictions and threats. According to the Dharamshala based rights group Tibetan
Centre for Human Rights and Democracy, Chinese government officials in east-
ern Tibet have obtained signed statements from village officials and leaders to

prevent any self-immolation under their jurisdiction.

“From now onwards, each household will be made to sign a statement not to
do any self-immolation. Those who refuse to sign such statements will attract

immediate detention,” TCHRD said in a release today.

Tibetan Dies After Self-immolation
United Press International, 28 November 2012

BEIJING, (UPI) -- A 24-year-old man became the latest to carry out a protest
suicide to express frustration with China’s policy regarding Tibet, an activist

group said.

Advocacy group Free Tibet reports Gonpo Tsering, 24, was declared dead
at the scene of his self-immolation outside a monastery in eastern Tibet. His
protest is the latest in what the advocacy group said were 80 self-immolations
reported since March 2011.

Free Tibet said Tibetans have gone into hiding following the protests.

“Some have even fled their homes, fearing a strong response from Chinese
security forces after getting word of their approach,” the group said.

Radio Free Asia, a broadcaster funded by the U.S. government, said Chinese
security forces fired on demonstrators in Qinghai province eatly this week. It
reported that five of the 20 Tibetans wounded in the crackdown were in critical

condition.
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Students in the region had protested an official Chinese publication that RFA
said “ridiculed the Tibetan language.”

Thousands of people took to the streets in early November in the center of
the Huangnan Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture within China’s central Qinghai

province calling for more basic rights for Tibetans.

Tibetans said they were frustrated with the marginalization of Tibetan culture

in the area.

bttp:/ | www.niticentral.com/ 2012/ 11/ four-tibetan-students-self-immolate-in-clash-with-
chinese-police.himl

Anti-China protests rage: Tibetan nun, 3 men commit self-immolation
By KJ Varma, November 27, 2012

Situation in Tibet has turned grim with four more Tibetans, including a nun,
committing self-immolation in the past two days, taking the toll in the restive
Himalayan region to 23 this month and increasing pressure on China’s new
leadership to resolve the vexed Tibet issue.

At least 20 students were hospitalised on Monday, after a protest turned
violent in Qinghai province’s Hainan prefecture, Voice of America’s Tibetan

Service reported.

While three men set themselves ablaze on Monday, a nun died of self-immola-

tion a day earlier.

Wangyal, a Tibetan in his 20s, self-immolated in Sichuan province. He was
reported to have shouted slogans calling for the return of the Dalai Lama and
freedom for the Tibetan people, the VOA report said.

Chinese authorities immediately arrived at the scene and removed Wangyal’s

charred body, the report said.

Another Tibetan, 24-year old Gonpo Tsering, burned himself to death in
front of a monastery in Gansu province. He also shouted slogans for a free

Tibet, while setting himself on fire.

The third man, 18-year-old Kunchok Tsering, also died after setting himself

ablaze in Gansu.



432

Sangay Dolma, a nun affiliated with the Sangag Mindrol Dhargeyling convent,
died after burning herself the day before in front of a government office in
Qinghai province, the report said.

Separately, Chinese security forces cracked down on a demonstration by thou-
sands of Tibetan students in Qinghai on Monday, leaving some severely injured.

The protesters shouted slogans demanding equal language rights and greater
freedoms, it said.

At least 85 Tibetans have set themselves in the recent months demanding

freedom and the return of the Dalai Lama from exile.

So far this month alone, 23 Tibetans are reported to have burned themselves,
it said.

The self-immolations protests escalated as the ruling Chinese Communist
Party undertook a once-in-a-decade leadership change this month.

President Hu Jintao, who followed a stern policy towards Tibet focusing on
development of the Himalayan region by pouring in large amount of money
without any political initiatives, stepped down as the General Secretary of the
Party.

Vice-President of Xi Jinping took over as the head of the party and the
military. He is expected to formally take over as President in March when Hu
stepped down and retire.

While Chinese officials, who blame the suicides on Dalai Lama group played
down the impact of the self-immolations on the security situation in Tibet and

a number of Tibetan prefectures.

But the ghastly scenes of self immolations now spread to all parts of the

Himalayan plateau created a restive and uneasy situation for Beijing.

Analysts say no significant changes in policies were expected until March
when the new administration under Xi’s leadership formally takes over power

formally.

China has accused the Dalai Lama of being a separatist to spilt Tibet from
the country. Beijing alleges that the India based Tibetan leader is instigating the

protests in the Himalayan region to discredit China’s image.



433

hitp:/ | www.tehrd.org/ index.php2option=com_content>view=article>id=321 :two-more-
tibetans-die-of-protest-self-immolation>catid=70:201 2-newsItemid=162

Two more Tibetans die of protest self-immolation
TCHRD, 28 November 2012

Two more Tibetans died of burning protests in separate incidents, taking the
total number of self-immolations in Tibet to 86 since 2009, according to con-
firmed information received by TCHRD.

Kalsang Kyap, 24, set himself on fire in front of the county government
office in Kyangtsa Township in Zoege (Ch: Ruo’ergai) County in Ngaba (Ch:
Aba) Tibetan and Qiang Autonomous, Sichuan Province.

According to confirmed information received by TCHRD, on 27 November,
at around 6 pm (local time), Kyap set fire to himself and raised slogans for long
life of His Holiness the Dalai .ama and Kirti Rinpoche, both living in exile.

On 26 November, a father of three, Gonpo Tsering, 24, died of protest self-
immolation in Luchu (Ch: Luqu) Township of Kanlho (Ch: Gannan) Tibetan

Autonomous Prefecture, Gansu Province.

Gonpo Tsering set fire to himself at about 6 pm (local time) in front of the
main prayer hall of Ala Monastery and died. While on flames, he called for the
return of His Holiness the Dalai .ama to Tibet and for ‘freedom and human

rights in Tibet’, according to sources.

Monks and lay Tibetans took Tsering’s body to his village and held prayers and
cremation rituals. Many Tibetans had come from Ala as well as neighbouring
villages of Samtsa and Gyitsang to offer their prayers and condolences to the
family of the deceased.

Sources say following the protest, a large number of local police and security
forces arrived Ala after the protest and are now conducting investigation into

the incident.

Kyap was the third son of Tapotsang household’s six children. Citing locals in
the area, sources say Kyap was a man of few words but of friendly and gentle
disposition. Some days before his protest, he had confided with a few friends

about his decision to burn his body. But no one took him seriously.
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After he died, Kyap’s body was taken to his home in Dowa Megey Village in
Kyangtsa Township. Monks from Denpa and Gyelge Monastery conducted

prayers and cremation rituals for the deceased at his home.

On the morning of 26 November, Kyap had returned to his village home
from his nomadic camp in the mountain and left the next morning for Kyantsa

township government office, which was 3 km from his village.

After the protest self-immolation, a number of People’s Armed Police and
security forces came to Kyangtsa from the neighbouring Shagdom Township.
Sources say restriction in the area has increased after the arrival of security

forces.
Kalsang Kyap is survived by his father, Thogyal and mother, Achoe.

Gonpo Tsering is son of Wangyal and Namlo. He also left behind his wife
Namgyal Dolma, 26, and three children - son Tsering Samdup, 6, daughters
Tsering Dolma, 3, and Tsering Lhamo, 2.



Nyangchag Bum

Age: 20

Occupation: nomad

Date of self-immolation: 12 November 2012

Place: near a government office in Dowa township in
Rebkong, Amdo, Northeastern Tibet

Current status: deceased

Nyangkar Tashi

Age: 24

Occupation: nomad

Date of self-immolation: 12 November 2012

Place: near a school in Dorongpo in Rebkong, Amdo,
Northeastern Tibet

Current status: deceased

The last message of Nyingkar Tashi

We, the million Tibetans led by His Holiness the Dalai Lama and Panchen Lama, want
independence for Tibet. Freedom to learn our language, freedom to speak onr language. Free
the imprisoned Panchen Lama. His Holiness the Dalai Lama must return home. I am setting
myself on fire to protest against the Chinese government. My father Tashi Namgyal and other
Sfamily members, there is no need to worry and feel sad. Instead engage in spiritual activities
and accumnlate merits. My request is that every Tibetan must learn and speak Tibetan, dress
Tibetan and must remain united and rise up.

signed Nyingkar Tashi, 12 Novenber 2012

(Translated from Tibetan by Bhuchung D. Sonam)

Breaking: Tibet continues to burn, Another Tibetan self-immolates
Phaynl, November 12, 2012

DHARAMSHALA, November 12: In confirmed reports and photos coming
out of Tibet, another Tibetan has set himself on fire today in an apparent protest
against China’s continued occupation of Tibet.

In one of the photos received by Phayul, a Tibetan man can be seen engulfed in
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flames, lying down on the ground.

Sources have identified the Tibetan as Nyingkar Tashi,24 years of age. The
self-immolation is being reported from Rebkong region of eastern Tibet, the
same region which witnessed two self-immolations and massive protests involv-

ing thousands of Tibetans and students last week alone.

“I am getting confirmed reports of a self-immolation protest by a Tibetan man
Nyiga, 24 in Rebkong this afternoon at around 3.30 pm(local time),” Ajam Am-
chok, an exile Tibetan with close contacts in the region told Phayul. “There is
too much of a chaos right now in the area making it difficult to get more infor-

mation.”

Details on Nyingkar Tashi’s condition is still awaited at the time of filing this

repor t.

In less than week, beginning from the eve of Chinese Communist Party’s 18th
National Congtress in Beijing, eight Tibetans have set themselves on fire demand-
ing freedom and the return of His Holiness the Dalai L.ama from exile.

On the sidelines of the meeting, Chinese government officials from Tibet last
week reiterated the government’s view that the self-immolations were being in-

stigated by external separatist groups.

“External Tibetan separatist forces and the Dalai clique are sacrificing the lives
of others to achieve ulterior political motives,” Lobsang Gyaltsen, the TAR Dep-

uty Governor, was quoted as saying by Reuters.

Qiangba Puncog, the head of the TAR government’s People’s Congtess, ruled
out allowing foreign observers into Tibetan areas, as recommended recently by

the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights Navi Pillay.

Speaking to reporters in Tokyo eatlier today, the Dalai LLama said the Chinese

government is not ‘seriously’ probing the cause of a spate of self-immolations.

“The Chinese government should investigate the cause (of the incidents). Chi-
na does not look into it seriously and tries to end (the incidents) only by criticis-

ing me,” Kyodo News reported in Japanese.

71 Tibetans have set themselves on fire since the wave of self-immolations be-
gan in 2009. A number of mass protests involving thousands of people have also

erupted across the Tibetan plateau over the last several months.
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More Tibetan Burning Protests
RFA, 2012-11-1

Two young Tibetan men set fire to themselves on Monday and died in separate
anti-China protests in Qinghai province, where a Tibetan local official openly
criticized Chinese authorities for discriminatory policies that he said have fueled

the Tibetan self-immolations, according to sources.

The burnings in Dowa township, Rebgong (in Chinese, Tongren) county,in the
Malho (Huangnan) Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture drew thousands of Tibet-
ans to the streets and bring to 72 the total number of self-immolations chal-
lenging Chinese rule in Tibetan areas since the wave of fiery protests began in
February 2009.

Tibet’s exiled spiritual leader the Dalai L.ama, meanwhile, told China’s leaders
not to blame him for the burning protests but to look “seriously” into the true

causes of the self-immolations.

“The Chinese government should investigate the causes [of the incidents],”
the Dalai Llama told reporters in Japan, according to a report carried by Kyodo

News.

“China does not look into it seriously and tries to end [the incidents] only by
criticizing me,” he said as the ruling Chinese Communist Party’s officials met in
Beijing to endorse a once-in-a-decade leadership change.

A powerful signal?

Some Tibetan groups believe the Tibetan self-immolations, which have intensi-
fied in recent days, were aimed at sending a powerful signal to the ruling Chinese
Communist Party which is holding its 18th Party Congtess in Beijing to endorse

a once-in-a-decade leadership change.

In Monday’s first protest, Nyingkar Tashi, 24, set himself ablaze at about 3:30
p.m. local time, sources said. He died at the scene, a Tibetan living in Oregon

said, citing contacts in the region.

“He shouted ‘Long live the Dalai .ama’ and Freedom for Tibetans,” the source

said. “Local Tibetans took his body to his home, and the situation is very tense.”

Nyingkar Tashi is survived by his wife Drugmo Tso, 23, and father, Tashi
Namgyal, 47, the source said.
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Official speaks out

Nyingkar Tashi’s self-immolation coincided with a public meeting called by Chi-
nese officials sent to look into a recent spate of self-burnings in the area, a Tibet-

an resident of the area told RFA, speaking on condition of anonymity.

“On Now. 11, Chinese officials came to Rebgong and inquired into the self-im-
molations, the reactions of local Tibetans, and the views and thoughts of local
officials.”

During the meeting, a local Tibetan official named Taklha blamed the protests
on China’s ban on photos of the Dalai LLama, detention of the Panchen Lama,

and restrictions on Tibetans’ freedoms, the source said.

“The local Tibetans were very surprised, and admired his audacity,” the source
} p > y’

said.

Thousands of Tibetans have taken to the streets in Rebgong county’s capital
Rongwo in recent days to protest Chinese rule, drawing large numbers of Chi-

nese security forces to the area to contain the protests, sources said.
A second burning

In a second protest in Dowa township on Monday, 16-year-old Nyingchag Bum
set himself ablaze and died in front of a Chinese government office building at

around 7:00 p.m., according to local Tibetan sources.

“A large number of Tibetans were present,” said India-based Tibetan exile Dor-

jee Wangchuk, citing his own contacts in the region.

“[Nyingchag Bum’s] body was taken to a local monastery, and several thousand

Tibetans gathered to mourn and pray for him,” Wangchuk said.

Nyingchag Bum, the eldest of four siblings in his family, is survived by his fa-
ther Sangchug, 44, and his mother Tsering Tso, 38, Wangchuk said.

“In villages and towns throughout Rebgong, Chinese officials have warned Ti-
betans against taking part in large gatherings, and security has been tightened.”

“All Internet connections and telephone lines have been disconnected in the
Dowa area, and local Tibetans fear a heavy security crackdown,” Wangchuk said.

China’s rule rejected

Recent self-immolation protests in Tibetan areas have coincided with the rul-
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ing Chinese Communist Party’s 18th Party Congress held in Beijing to endorse a

once-in-a-decade national leadership change.

“Throughout the 18th Party Congress, the new unelected leaders have been
reminded on an almost daily basis of Tibetans’ rejection of Chinese rule, and
of the terrible failure of policies to cement the occupation,” Stephanie Brigden,
director of the London-based Free Tibet advocacy group, said.

Meanwhile, Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Hong Lei attacked Tibetan
spiritual leader the Dalai Lama for not openly “condemning” self-immolation
protests by Tibetans.

“Not only did the Dalai [L.ama] not condemn them, but he actually glorified

these acts, which are against the national law and religious principles,” Hong said.

Two More Tibetan Immolate, Toll Reaches 72
Tibet.net, November 12, 2012

DHARAMSHALA: Two Tibetan youth have set themselves on fire in Rebgong
(Ch: Tongren) in north-eastern Tibet’s Amdo Province (incorporated to China’s
Qinghai Province), taking the total self-immolations to 10 in this month alone,
fresh reports coming out of Tibet say.

Nyingkar Tashi, 24 and Nyingchak Bum, 18, set themselves on fire around 3:30
pm (local time) on Monday (12 November) at Dowa township in Rebgong.

Nyinkar raised slogans calling for the long life His Holiness the Dalai .ama and
freedom for Tibetans. He died on the spot. A photo shows his body completely

engulfed in flames in front of a row of local Tibetans.

Later around 7:00 pm, Nyinchak Bum, a father of two, died after setting fire to
himself near the town office. Thousands of local Tibetans gathered at the town
prevented the police from taking away his body, and took it to Dowa monastery
for prayer service.

Meanwhile, a large number of military convoys have been dispatched towards

Dowa township, located some 100 kms from Rebgong county.

Local Tibetans say Nyingkar self-immolated when a large number of authorities
from the Central and local government are camping in the town since yesterday,

who blamed “outside forces for instigating self-immolations by Tamdin Tso and
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Kalsang Jinpa on 7 and 8 November respectively.

At a public meeting convened by county and local government officials in the
town on Sunday, a local Tibetan official stunned the public when he said “the
reasons for self-immolations are ban on keeping His Holiness the Dalai Lama’s
photo and worshiping him, restriction on His Holiness the Dalai Lama’s return
to his homeland, imprisonment of the Panchen Lama and lack of freedom in
Tibet.”

With the latest incident today, 72 Tibetans have self-immolated in Tibet calling
for the return of His Holiness the Dalai .ama to Tibet and freedom for Tibetans.
58 of them have died.

Tibetan Self-immolates: In Rebkong in Aftermath of Protest
Tibet Post International, 12 November 2012

Dharamshala: News has emerged from Tibet that a 24 year old man has self-im-

molated in Rebkong (Chinese: Gansu province), Amdo region of Fastern Tibet.

Reports state that the young man named Nyingkar Tashi took to the fiery form
of protest just four days after Kalsang Jinpa (18) self-immolated in the same

region.

Rebkong has since witnessed thousands of students taking to the streets in
peaceful protest, calling for the return of His Holiness the Dalai LLama to Tibet,
and for freedom.

According to emerging reports from the ex-political prisoners association in
India; Gu-Chu-Sum, Nyingkar Tashi self-immolated on the afternoon of No-
vember 12th at 3:15. It is reported that 24 year old Nyingkar called for a return

of His Holiness the Dalai L.ama to Tibet, before self-immolating.

Like so many other Tibetans who have self-immolated recently, Nyingkar re-
portedly has a family, including a 23 year old wife named DugmoTso; highlight-
ing the sacrifices Tibetans are willing to take and the level of pressure and sup-

pression imposed upon them.

No further information has emerged on the condition of Nyingkar Tashi, or
his whereabouts.

The self-immolation of Nyankar comes amid a shifting handover in Beijing for
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political power; as the start of the 18th National Congtress of the Communist
Party of China in Beijing gets underway.

In return, Tibetans have staged a staggering number of protests; at least 71
since 2009, against Chinese rule. Recent weeks have witnessed the number of
self-immolations soar, as well as unprecedented numbers of Tibetans taking to

the streets in Rebkong to express their discontent.

Two Tibetan Self-Immolaters Left Letters Behind
1”OA News, 20 November 2012

Two Tibetans who recently burned themselves in Rebkong in China protest
have reportedly left letters behind.

According to sources with contacts in Rebkong, 26 years old Chagmo Kyi, had
left letters written in Chinese and in Tibetan before her self-immolation at the
Dolma grounds on Saturday. In her letters, Chagmo Kyi expressed her wish for
equality of all nationalities and called on the new Chinese leader Xi Jinping to
meet with the Dalai Lama. She had written the word peace on the letter sheet.

Nyingkar Tashi, 24, who died after setting himself ablaze on November 12 in
Rebkong had also left a letter behind detailing his reasons for self-immolation. In
his letter, Tashi urged unification of all Tibetans and urged Tibetans to learn and
speak Tibetan, and called for freedom for Tibet.

“I am setting fire to myself to protest against the Chinese government....His
Holiness the Dalai Lama, the Panchen Lama and six million people need free-

dom. Tibet needs independence,” said the letter.

Over 78 Tibetans have burned themselves since February 2009 across different

regions in Tibet with 64 cases known to have resulted in death.

Six million Tibetans want freedom and independence: A self-immolator’s
last message
Phaynl, November 14, 201

DHARAMSHALA, November 14: A Tibetan self-immolator, who passed away
in his fiery protest, called for “freedom and independence for Tibet,” in a last

message he wrote before setting himself on fire.
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In his last testament, Nyingkar Tashi, 24, went on to call for the return of His
Holiness the Dalai I.ama, while clearly stating that his self-immolation was in

protest against the Chinese government.

“Six million Tibetans want freedom for Tibet, independence for Tibet, freedom
to learn Tibetan language, freedom to speak our mother tongue,” Tashi’s last
note written in Tibetan states. “(Tibetans) demand the release of Panchen Lama
and that His Holiness the Dalai L.ama must be allowed to come to Tibet.”

“I set myself on fire in protest against the Chinese government.”

He also urged family members, especially his father Tashi Namgyal, not be

“saddened and concerned.”

“My hope is for all six million Tibetans to learn Tibetan language, to speak in
Tibetan, to wear Tibetan, and to be united.”

On November 12, Nyingkar Tashi set himself on fire at Ghey-mar Thang in
Dro Rongpo region of Rebkong, eastern Tibet, raising slogans for the long life
of His Holiness the Dalai Lama.

His self-immolation was witnessed by a large crowd of Tibetans who were vis-
iting the area to offer prayers and condolences to the family members of Tibetan

self-immolators Tamding Tso and Kalsang Jinpa.

“The large gathering was able to rescue Nyingkar Tashi’s body from falling into
the hands of the Chinese security forces,” Dorjee Wangchuk, an exiled Tibetan
with close contacts in the region told Phayul. “They later carried his body to his

home.”

Tamding Tso, a young mother of a seven-year-old son, set herself on fire on
November 7 in Dro Rongpo, while Kalsang Jinpa self-immolated at the Dolma
Square in front of the Rongwo Monastery, a day later. Massive anti-government
protests erupted in the region, after the self-immolations, with thousands of
school students and locals marching on the streets, raising slogans for freedom

and the Dalai Lama’s return.

According to Wangchuk, a large number of Chinese government and com-
munist party officials travelled to Dowa town following the protests, to speak to

local Tibetans and community leaders.

“On November 11, the Chinese government officials, speaking to the public
blamed outside forces for instigating the self-immolations and noted that such



443

acts went against the country’s policies,” Wangchuk said. “Again on November
12 local community leaders were summoned, which was around the same time

when Nyingkar Tashi self-immolated.”

Hours after his fiery protest, another Tibetan, Nyingchag Bum, passed away in

his self-immolation protest in the same region.

According to the exile Tibetan administration, a large number of military con-

voys were dispatched towards Dowa town soon after Monday’s twin protests.

Various sources have told Phayul that Chinese authorities have cut off electric-
ity in Dowa, disabling the use of internet, in a ploy to prevent further spread of

information on the protests and the current situation there.

No international calls could be made to the region, sparking fears of severe

military repression and threat to the safety and security of local Tibetans.

Ten Tibetans have set themselves on fire in November alone, taking the self-

immolation toll to 72 since the fiery protests began in 2009.
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Khabum Gyal

Age: 18

Occupation: nomad

Date of self-immolation: 15 November 2012

Place: near Gyalwo Luchuthang in Rebkong
Amdo, Northeastern Tibet

Current statu: deceased

Tenzin Dolma

Age: 23

Occupation: farmer

Date of self-immolation: 15 November 2012

Place: Goge village in Tsenmo town,
Rebkong Amdo, Northeastern Tibet

Current status: deceased

Two More Burn in Rebgong
RFA, 2012-11-15

Two young Tibetans set themselves ablaze in protests against Chinese rule and
died on Thursday in a restive Tibetan county where authorities have cut commu-
nications to prevent news of self-immolations from marring announcements of

the ruling Chinese Communist Party’s leadership change, sources said.

The burnings in Rebgong (in Chinese, Tongren) county in Qinghai province’s
Malho (Huangnan) Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture bring to 74 the total number
of self-immolations challenging Chinese rule in Tibetan areas since the wave of
fiery protests began in February 2009.

“Today, two persons self-immolated in Rebgong, including a woman in Tsen-
mo,” a local resident told RFA’s Tibetan service, speaking on condition of ano-
nymity.

Tibetan media sources identified the woman as Tenzin Dolma, aged 23 and a

resident of Tsenmo Goge village in Rebgong, the county in which most of the



recent self-immolations have taken place.

She set herself on fire at about noon local time in the courtyard of a community

temple, sources said.

“She died at the scene, since local Tibetans didn’t know immediately about her
protest. She left behind her cell phone and rings, and then prepared herself inside

the prayer hall by performing certain religious rituals,” one source said.
Dolma is survived by her father Bhulo, 50, and her mother Tashi Dolma, 41.

Her remains will be cremated at around 10:00 p.m. by local Tibetans led by

monks from nearby Rongwo monastery, sources said.
Man also dies

Separately, a young man named Khambum Gyal set himself on fire and died

near the Rongwo monastery in Rebgong’s Dowa township, sources said.

Gyal, a native of Gyalpo Luchu in Rebgong, was identified by Chinese state
media as a 14-year-old boy, though Tibetan sources place his age at 18 or 19.

“At around 11:00 a.m. today, 18-year-old Khambum Gyal self-immolated in the
street at Rongwo and died,” a Tibetan living in Switzerland named Sonam said,

citing contacts in the region.

“Hundreds of local people, including monks from Tsagya monastery, cremated

his remains.”

Khambum Gyal is survived by his father, Tamdin Gyal, and his mother Dolkar
Tso, and by six siblings, sources said.

Some Tibetan groups believe that recent Tibetan self-immolation protests have
been timed to coincide with the Chinese Communist Party’s 18th Party Congress
in Beijing, and to send a powerful message of Tibetan discontent with Chinese
policies to the new leadership.

China’s political elite named former vice president Xi Jinping to the top Party
post on Thursday, and surprisingly also put him in charge of China’s military
after the week-long Party meeting;

Communications cut

In a statement on Thursday, Free Tibet director Stephanie Brigden said that
Chinese authorities have blocked detailed news of protests in the Rebgong area.
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“It may seem particularly important for China to banish any hint of instability
during announcements of the new generation of leaders, hence the stringent ef-

forts to block communications to and from Rebgong,” Brigden said.

“World leaders must speak out for the Tibetans who are protesting for freedom
in the face of all China’s might.”

The Central Tibetan Administration (CTA), as the Tibetan exile government in
India is called, has urged the United States to push the new Chinese leadership to
restore various rights to the Tibetans.

“The Obama administration also could take up the issue of Tibet more serious-
ly with the new Chinese leadership appointed at the 18th Party Congress,” said
CTA head Lobsang Sangay in an op-ed in the Wall Street Journal on Wednesday.

“Tibetans in Tibet are crying out for justice, including the autonomy and free-
dom to worship they have been promised by Beijing over the years,” Sangay said.

“Helping resolve the issue of Tibet is not only in synch with American values,
but it is also a strategic imperative. America and the rest of the world have a vital

stake in China’s rise from an economic giant to a potential superpower,” he said.

Two more self-immolation in Tibet
Examiner, 15 November 2012

The tragic situation in Tibet has continued to unfold into more shocking self-
immolations. Phayul.com has reported on Nov. 15, 2012: Breaking: Tibetan
woman self-immolates, Two fiery deaths in a day. The alarming escalation of
self-immolations has continued in Tibet with with two self-immolations occur-

ring in one day.

At around noon today in the Tsemo region of Rebkong, eastern Tibet, Tang-
zin Dolma, 23, set herself on fire. Exiled sources have said that Tibetans from
around the region began gathering in Tsemo upon hearing news of the self-
immolation protest. A large funeral for Tangzin Dolma has been planned for
later tonight. There is a large gathering of Tibetans awaiting the arrival of monks
from the Rongwo Monastery.

This was the second self-immolation which took place in Tibet today. Earlier
today Kharbum Gyal, a teenaged Tibetan, set himself on fire in the same region
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and passed away in his protest. In November alone as many as 12 Tibetans have
set themselves on fire, taking the toll since the shocking wave of self-immola-
tions began in 2009 to 74. The self-immolators have been demanding freedom
for Tibet and the return of His Holiness the Dalai Lama from exile.

Breaking: Tibetan woman self-immolates, Two fiery deaths in a day
Phaynl, November 15, 2012

DHARAMSHALA, November 15: Adding to the alarming escalation in self-
immolation protests inside Tibet, a second Tibetan set herself on fire today in an

apparent protest against China’s occupation of Tibet.

Tenzin Dolma, 23, set herself ablaze at around 12 pm (local time) today in
Tsemo region of Rebkong, eastern Tibet.

Exile sources are saying that Tibetans from around the region started gathering

in Tsemo upon hearing news of the self-immolation protest.

As of now a grand funeral for Tenzin Dolma has been planned for later tonight
and the large gathering of Tibetans are awaiting the arrival of monks from the

Rongwo Monastery.
She is survived by her parents, Bhulo and Tashi Dolma.

Further details on the self-immolation protest are awaited at the time of filing
this report.

This is the second self-immolation that took place in Tibet today. Kharbum
Gyal, a teenaged Tibetan set himself on fire in the same region earlier today and
passed away in his protest.

As many as 12 Tibetans have set themselves on fire in the month of November
alone, taking the toll since the fiery wave began in 2009 to 74.

Self-immolators have demanded freedom for Tibet and the return of His Holi-

ness the Dalai Lama from exile.

Today’s twin self-immolation protests comes on the day when China unveiled
its new Politburo Standing Committee members, the group of politicians who

rule the country.

Tibetans and supporters in exile have asserted that the seven men, led by Xi
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Jinping, are facing “an immediate crisis,” with the alarming escalation in the wave
of self-immolations and growing protests by Tibetans, including last week’s mas-
sive protests in Rebkong, against Beijing’s rule.

Vocal demands have been made for China’s 5th generation leaders to acknowl-
edge policy failures and seck resolution to the crisis in Tibet.

Sangdag Tsering

Age: 24

Occupation: nomad

Date of self-immolation: 17 November 2012

Place: Dokarmo town in Tsekhog, Rebkong,
Amdo, Northeastern Tibet

Current status: deceased

Chagmo Kyi

Age: 26

Occupation: cab driver

Date of self-immolation: 17 November 2012

Place: Dolma Square, Rongwo Monastery in
Rebkong, Amdo, Northeastern Tibet

Current status: deceased

Last message of Chakmo Kyi:
Return of His Holiness to Tibet! Freedom of language!
Eqguality of nationalities. China’s new leader Xi Jinping must meet with His Holiness the
Dalai Lama. Peace.
(Transalted from Tibetan by Bhuchung D. Sonam)

Another Tibetan Self-Immolates in Rebkong
1VOA News, 17 November 2012

Exile Sources with contacts in area told VOA that Sangdhak Tsering set himself

ablaze around 7 pm local time in front of a local Chinese government office in



449

Dokarmo Township in Rebkong (Chinese: Tongren) in Malho (Chinese: Huang-
nan) Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture in Qinghai Province. His self-immolation
occurred three hours after that of Chakmo Kyi, 26, a mother of two.

Monks from the nearby monasteries and thousands of local Tibetans report-
edly gathered at the protest site where they carried Sandakha’s body near the
Gonshul Sang Ngag Mendrol Dhargyeling for cremation.

Sandhak Tsering is survived by his wife Tamdin Tso, 24, son Dankyab, 3, father
Choeying, 54, and mother Manlha Tso, 49.

Sources say that Sangdhak Tsering had often confided to his wife of the lack of
freedom in Tibet and questioned living in repression in the absence of the Dalai

Lama and imprisonment of the Panchen Lama.

Following the recent escalation in the number of self-immolations by Tibetans,
the United States has urged China to address the issue of human rights violations
in Tibet.

“We want to see the human rights situation there and throughout China im-
prove,” the State Department spokesperson, Victoria Nuland, told reporters on
Friday.

“We have been clear for decades about our commitment to human rights in Ti-
bet, that we want to see China address the underlying problems there, the threats
to the distinctive culture and linguistic identity of the Tibetan people, and our
grave concern about the fact that people would feel so desperate as to resort to

self-immolation,” she said.

Nuland said the US has been regularly raising its concern about the Tibetan
self-immolations with Chinese authorities.

“We encourage China to work with authorities in Tibet to address the grievanc-

es of the people and to protect the cultural diversity of their country,” she said.

Tibet’s spiritual leader the Dalai Lama has recently demanded that China inves-

tigate the real causes for the self-immolations and to thoroughly probe its causes.

The Chinese foreign ministry and State media has described past self-immo-
lations as having had personal motives behind them or has sought to discredit
the actions as having been carried out by marginal people. The Chinese foreign
ministry has also at times described the self-immolation protests as being acts of

terrorism and separatism, and blamed the Dalai L.ama for not doing enough to
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stop them, while at the same time describing the Dalai L.ama as not having any
influence on Tibetans inside Tibet.

Tsering’s self-immolation brings the total number of such protests in Tibet since
February 2009 to 76 and of which 62 have died. In Rebkong, there have been

nine self-immolations this month, mostly by young Tibetan men and women.

24-year-old Tibetan Dies after Immolation, Toll reaches 76
Tibet.net, November 18, 2012

DHARAMSHALA: The Central Tibetan Administration reiterated its serious
concern over the escalating crisis in Tibet, as more Tibetan self-immolated on

Saturday taking the total self-immolation to 76, of which 62 died.

Sangdhak Tsering, 24, a father of three-year-old child, died after setting fire to
himself in Rebgong on Saturday evening, where a Tibetan woman died of self-
immolation some three hours ago. 9 Tibetans have burned themselves to death

in Rebgong in this month alone.

Local Tibetans say Sangdhak Tsering had repeatedly told his wife that it is not
worth living with no freedom in Tibet, His Holiness the Dalai LLama being not
allowed to return to Tibet, continued imprisonment of the Panchen Lama, and
the unending self-immolations by fellow Tibetans. His wife consoled him not to
think about these things, but he kept on and felt deeply anguished.

The Central Tibetan Administration organised a grand prayer service at the
main temple in Dharamsala on Sunday to mourn the tragic self-immolations by
Tibetans in Tibet and expressed solidarity with their aspirations for freedom for
Tibetans and the return of His Holiness the Dalai .ama to Tibet.

The US government on Friday reiterated its concern over the worsening human
rights situation in Tibet, and urged the undetlying causes of the self-immolations
in Tibet.

“We regularly raise our concern about the Tibetan self-immolations with Chi-
nese authorities. We encourage China to work with authorities in Tibet to address
the grievances of the people and to protect the cultural diversity of their country.
So this is obviously — and to address the worsening human rights situation in
Tibet — we will continue to do that,” State Department spokesperson Victoria
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Nuland said on Friday.

“We’ve been clear for decades about our commitment to human rights in Tibet,
that we want to see China address the underlying problems there, the threats to
the distinctive culture and linguistic identity of the Tibetan people, and our grave
concern about the fact that people would feel so desperate as to resort to self-

immolation,” she said.

“The Chinese leadership must heed the urgent call of the international commu-
nity, especially the UN Human Rights Commissioner Navi Pillay’s strong appeal,
to promptly address the longstanding grievances of Tibetans,” said Kalon Dicki
Chhoyang of the Department of Information & International Relations of the
Central Tibetan Administration.

Twenty-four-year-old dies after self-immolation
By Lobsang Wangyal, Tibet Sun, 18 November 2012

A Tibetan man from Amdo Rebkong has died after a self-immolation protest
against Chinese rule on Saturday, taking the self-immolation toll to 76, according
to the website of the Central Tibetan Administration in Dharamshala.

Sangdhak Tsering, 24, a father of three-year-old child, died after setting himself
on fire in Rebkong on Saturday evening, where a Tibetan woman, Chakmo Kyi,
died of self-immolation earlier on the same day. Nine Tibetans have died from

fiery protests in Rebkong in this month alone.

Sources have said that Sangdhak Tsering had repeatedly told his wife that it is
not worth living with no freedom in Tibet, the Dalai LLama not being allowed to

return to Tibet, and the continued imprisonment of the Panchen Lama.
He had also expressed anguish over the spate of self-immolations to his wife.

The Central Tibetan Administration organised a grand prayer service at the
Tsuglakhang temple in McLeod Ganj on Sunday to mourn and stand in solidarity
with self-immolatiors. The delegates gathered for the Special International Tibet
Support Groups Meeting also attended the prayer service.

Sikyong Lobsang Sangay of the exile administration appealed Tibetans and sup-
porters around the world to observe 10 December as the ‘Global Tibet Support
Day’. He appealed to all concerned to organise different events on that day to
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support the aspirations of the Tibetans in Tibet and to press on China to address

the longstanding grievances of Tibetans.

The 10th of December is the international human rights Day.

Tibetan town shaken by six self-immolations in one week
By Ananth Krishnan, The Hindn, 19 November 2012

In the past week alone, six Tibetans have set themselves on fire to protest Chi-
nese policies in the remote Tibetan monastery town of Rebkong in north-west-
ern Qinghai province, overseas groups said, marking an escalation in the protests
which have seen at least 76 Tibetans set themselves on fire.

On Saturday, a 24-year old Tibetan, named Sangdhak Tsering, died after setting
himself on fire, monks in India said on Monday. His death followed a protest by
Chagmo Kyi, a mother of two, who set herself on fire outside the 14th century
Rongwo monastery that sits at the centre of the town, which is called Tongren in
Chinese. Hundreds of Tibetans gathered over the weekend to attend the crema-
tion of Chagmo Kyi.

The Dolma Square, named after a golden statue of Jetsun Dolma, a Bodhisattva
and female deity known for her compassion, has been a site of several protests
by Rongwo monks and local Tibetans since March, when two Tibetans set them-
selves on fire in the town. The square sits at the entrance of the Rongwo mon-
astery, which is a site of significance for Tibetans and particularly for the Yellow
Hat sect, for whom the Dalai Lama is the most important figure.

During a visit to Rebkong in April, The Hindu found tight security outside Dol-
ma Square, where a black SWAT van was permanently stationed. Monks at Rong-
wo Monastery told The Hindn in interviews that tensions had been high in the
monastery after two self-immolation protests at Dolma Square in March, where

a monk and a farmer, in separate incidents, set themselves on fire.

Rebkong is a quiet town, where small Tibetan shops displaying artwork and
handicrafts line narrow, muddy streets that run outside the monastery’s walls.
Further down the road from the monastery, monks and school-students walk

amidst groups of paramilitary security forces.

In recent weeks, the town has emerged at the centre of spreading self-immo-

lation protests, with Tibetan monks in India, citing their sources in Rongwo, re-
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cording at least eight protests since November 7, the day before the Communist
Party of China began its leadership congress.

That day, Tamding Tso, a 23-year-old Tibetan mother of one, set herself on
fire. Then, five days later, on November 12, Nyangkar Tashi (24), set himself
on fire as dozens of monks and residents gathered at a prayer meeting for Tso.
Nyangchang Bum (20), the oldest of three brothers, also set himself on fire that

same day when the death of Tso was being mourned, overseas groups said.

Two more self-immolation protests followed on November 15, when Tenzin
Dolma, a 23-year-old woman, and a teenager named Kharbum Gyal, set them-
selves on fire. In interviews in April, monks at Rongwo expressed sympathy with
the protesters. In a grainy video, one monk showed dozens of monks gathered
near the Dolma statue after the March immolations, calling for the return of the

Dalai Lama.

The immolations have, however, divided opinion. Some monks noted that they
feared the protests would lead to a tighter security clampdown and prove to be
counterproductive: Rongwo had seen easing of some restrictions that had been
imposed following the 2008 protests across Tibetan areas.

In recent months, images of the Dalai Lama had been allowed for public display
in some main halls. Some monks also expressed sadness that young Tibetans
were giving up their lives by carrying out protests. Earlier this year, a group of Ti-
betan writers issued an appeal calling on Tibetans to cherish their lives regardless
of the magnitude of oppression, and to carry on their struggle through different
forms of protest.

Third Burning in Three Days
REA, 2012-11-19

A Tibetan man burned himself to death on Monday in China’s Qinghai prov-
ince about a week after being overcome with emotion seeing Tibetan elders
mourn the growing number of self-immolation deaths in protest against Chinese

rule, according to sources.

It was the third self-immolation death in the last three days and the 77th Tibetan
burning since the wave of fiery protests began in February 2009.

Wangchen Norbu, 25, set himself ablaze at around 8:00 p.m. local time near the
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Kangtsa Ganden Choeling monastery in Yadzi (in Chinese, Xunhua Salar) county
in the Tsoshar (Haidong) Prefecture, a Tibetan resident of the area told RFA.

“As he burned, he called for the return of the Dalai Lama to Tibet, for the
release of the Panchen Lama, and for freedom for Tibetans,” the source said,

speaking on condition of anonymity.

Norbu is survived by his father, Tenzin, and mother, Khandro Tso, the source
said.

Prayers and grief

A second local source confirmed the burning, saying that Norbu had been pres-
ent at a Nov. 8 prayer gathering at the monastery for other Tibetan self-immola-

tions who have lost their lives in anti-China protests.

“He became emotional when he saw many eldetly Tibetan mourners faint from
grief,” he said.

In a highly charged scene at about 10:30 p.m., Norbu’s remains were cremated
by a large gathering of monks and other Tibetans amid prayers and loud calls for
the long life of exiled spiritual leader the Dalai LLama, the source said.

“Several policemen also arrived at the scene,” he added.

Norbu’s protest followed by two days the burning deaths of two other Tibetans,

a man and a woman, in Qinghai’s restive Rebgong county.

In the first incident, mother of two Chakmo Kjyi set fire to herself and died
at around 4 p.m. on Saturday at the doorstep of a tax office in Rongwo town,

triggering a clash over her charred body by Tibetans and Chinese security forces.

Sangdag Tsering, 24, burned himself three hours later in front of local govern-
ment offices in Rebgong’s Dokar Mo town, hours after local authorities issued an
order forbidding area residents to pay respect to self-immolators or grieve with

their relatives.
Protests intensifying

Self-immolations by Tibetans have intensified in recent weeks, and especially
during the 18th Congtress of the ruling Chinese Communist Party, which en-

dorsed a once-in-a-decade national leadership transition on Thursday.

“The extent of [these] protests, which are now happening on a daily basis, is



455

clear evidence of Tibetans’ absolute rejection of Chinese rule,” Stephanie Brig-
den, director of the London-based Free Tibet advocacy group, said in a state-

ment at the weekend .

“How many more protests will China try to crush before the Communist Party
recognizes Tibet belongs to Tibetans?” Brigden asked.

“How many more Tibetans will the world watch die in this way before clear,

strong steps are taken to resolve this crisis?”’

Tibetan woman, the latest to self-immolate, dies
By Louise Watt, AP, BEIJING, China, 18 November 2012

A Tibetan woman has set herself on fire and died in the latest of dozens of pro-

tests against Chinese rule over the Himalayan region, overseas rights groups said.

Chakmo Kiyi, a taxi driver with two children, self-immolated Saturday afternoon
in a square in Rebkong county in western China’s Qinghai province, the eighth
self-immolation in the Rebkong area since 4 November, the Washington-based

International Campaign for Tibet said in an email.

According to the group, 75 people have self-immolated in ethnically Tibetan
areas since February 2009, and most of them have died.

Tibet support groups overseas say an increase in protests the past two weeks
was meant to highlight Tibetans’ unhappiness with Chinese rule as the country’s
leaders handed over power to younger successors at a Communist Party congress
in Beijing.

Tibetan delegates attending the congress told reporters they believed much of
the blame for the spate of self-immolations fell on the Dalai L.ama, Tibetans’

spiritual leader, and his associates, whom they said were instigating the protests.

The Dalai Lama and representatives of the self-declared Tibetan government-

in-exile in India say they oppose all violence.

The International Campaign for Tibet reported that hundreds of Tibetans were
surrounded by troops as they attended Chakmo Kyi’s cremation at a site normally

used for the cremation of monks and lamas.

The group said the woman had frequently driven between Rebkong and Siling
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(Ch: Xining), the provincial capital, and was also a farmer.

London-based Free Tibet also reported the self-immolation, and said at least
20 trucks, each carrying 20 armed police officers, were stationed at intersections
in Rebkong’s capital, Rongwo, where people have previously self-immolated in
protest. It also said there were reports of cars, each with about five govern-
ment officials inside, positioned every 20 paces along most streets, monitoring
the population.

Authorities in Rebkong and Huangnan prefecture, which oversees the county,
cither refused to comment or said they hadn’t heard about the self-immolation.

Calls to Rebkong police rang unanswered.

Independent verification of events and conditions in Tibet is nearly impossible

because of restrictions on travel.

Wangchen Norbu

Age: 25

Occupation: nomad

Date of self-immolation: 19 November 2012

Place: near Gaden Choepheling in Kangtsa,
Amdo, Northeatern Tibet

Current status: deceased

Tibetan Self-Immolations Continue, 25-Year-Old Dies in Protest
1VOA News, 19 November 2012

Wangchen Norbu, 25, died after burning himself on November 19, 2012
around 8 pm in Kangtsa (Chinese: Gangca), an area adjacent to the hometown
of the late Panchen L.ama in Tsoshar (Chinese: Haidong) region in Yazi (Chinese:
Xunhua) county, Amdo (Chinese: Qinghai).

Sources in the region say that Norbu set himself ablaze near Kangtsa Gaden
Choephelling Monastery and shouted slogans calling for the return of the Dalai

Lama to Tibet, release of the Panchen I.ama and freedom for Tibet.

The deceased’s body was taken to the monastery where a large number monks
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and lay people gathered to offer white scarves and pray.

Around 10:30 pm local time, the crowds are reported to have shouted slogans
calling for the return of the exiled spiritual leader the Dalai Lama to Tibet. As of
receiving the report, the gathering of monks and local people are reported to be
reciting long life prayers for the Dalai Lama.

The situation in the area is tense with paramilitary forces surrounding the area.
Norbu is the son of the late Tenzin and Khando Tso.

Earlier this month on November 8th, hundreds of Gaden Chophelling monks
and lay people gathered to offer mass prayers for all the self-immolators and had
lit thousands of butter lamps in solidarity.

Norbu’s self-immolation is the 15th such protest by Tibetans in Tibet in No-
vember. So far, at least 77 Tibetans have set themselves on fire since February
2009 to protest Chinese rule of Tibet.

Breaking: Tibet continues to burn, 15th self-immolation in November
Phayul, November 20, 2012

DHARAMSHALA, November 20: In continuing escalation in self-immolation
protests in Tibet, another Tibetan set himself on fire in the Kangtsa region of
eastern Tibet in an apparent protest against China’s continued occupation of
Tibet.

Wangchen Norbu, 25, set himself ablaze at around 8pm (local time) Monday
near the Kangtsa Gaden Choephel Ling Monastery. He passed away at the site
of his protest.

According to sources in exile, Wangchen Norbu raised slogans for the return
of His Holiness the Dalai .ama from exile, release of the Panchen L.ama and
freedom for Tibet.

His charred body was later carried inside the Monastery where a large number

of monks and local people gathered to offer their prayers and last respects.

The large crowd raised slogan calling for His Holiness the Dalai L.ama and re-
cited prayers for his long life late into the night. Wangchen Norbu was laid to rest
at around 10:30 pm (local time).

The situation in a region is being described as “tense” with a large number of
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Chinese armed forces deployed in the region.
Wangchen Norbu is the son of late Tenzin and Khando Tso.

On November 8, a mass prayer service in honour of Tibetan self-immolators
was offered at the Kangtsa Gaden Choephel Ling Monastery. Monks and local
Tibetans offered thousands of butter lamps and also said prayers for the long life
of His Holiness the Dalai Lama.

With Wangchen Norbu’s fiery protest, this month alone has witnessed 15 self-

immolations.

A total of 77 Tibetans inside Tibet have set themselves on fire since 2009 calling
for freedom in Tibet and the return of His Holiness the Dalai Lama from exile.

Tibetan Dies in Self-Immolation in China’s Qinghai Province
Nepal Abroad News, 19 November 2012

Tibetan sources told VOA that a Tibetan man has died after setting himself on
fire near a monastery to protest Chinese rule in the western province of Qinghai.

The sources with contacts in the region said 25-year old Wangchen Norbu self-
immolated late Monday in Xunhua county in Qinghai’s Haidong prefecture. They
said he shouted slogans calling for the return of Tibet’s exiled spiritual leader, the
Dalai Lama, and demanding freedom for the Tibetan people.

The sources said bystanders took Norbu’s body to the nearby monastery and
gathered to recite prayers.They said the situation was tense with Chinese para-

military forces surrounding the area.

Monday’s incident is thel5th self-immolation protest in Qinghai this month,
which coincided with the ruling Chinese Communist Party’s once-in-a-decade
leadership transition. Some activists say the protests may be an attempt to send a

message to the new Chinese leadership.

The latest incident also raises number of Tibetans who have self-immolated in
similar protests to 77 since 2009, with 63 cases known to have resulted in death.

Many Tibetans accuse the Chinese government of repressing their religion and
culture. China says Tibetans enjoy religious freedom and benefit from better liv-
ing standards linked to Chinese investment in underdeveloped Tibetan regions.
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Beijing has accused the Dalai .ama of inciting the self-immolations to promote
Tibetan separatism. He has said China must conduct a “serious investigation”

into the self-immolations rather than placing the blame on him.(VOA 11/19)

Two more Tibetans in China self-immolate: reports
AFP, November 21, 2012

BEIJING (AFP) - Two more Tibetans in China have burned themselves to
death, state media and a rights group reported Tuesday, part of a wave of pro-

tests against Chinese rule.

China’s official Xinhua news agency said that two herdsmen self-immolated in
northwestern Chinese provinces.

Tsering Dongdri, 35, set himself on fire close to a remote gold mine in Gansu

province on Tuesday, the report said, adding an investigation was underway.

Another herdsman, 25, died after setting himself on fire late Monday inside the
home of his brother, a Buddhist monk, in Qinghai province, Xinhua said.

US-based Tibetan rights group International Campaign for Tibet, meanwhile,

also reported two self-immolations for the same days and provinces.

It said that a farmer and nomad named Tsering Dundrup, who it described as
being in his 30s, self-immolated Tuesday in Gansu, while Wangchen Norbu, 25,
died after setting himself on fire late Monday.

Though some details differed, the times, dates and locations strongly suggest
they were the same incidents reported by Xinhua.

Many Tibetans in China accuse the government of religious repression and
eroding their culture, as the country’s majority Han ethnic group increasingly

moves into historically Tibetan areas.

China rejects this, saying Tibetans enjoy religious freedom. Beijing points to
huge ongoing investment it says has brought modernisation and a better standard
of living to Tibet.

The Tibetan government-in-exile says 76 people have set themselves on fire
since 2009, of whom 62 have died. Those figures were released before the latest
reported self-immolations.
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Tsering Dhondrup

Age: 35

Occupation: farmer

Date of self-immolation: 20 November 2012

Place: at a local mining field in Amchok,
Labrang, Amdo, Northeastern Tibet

Current status: deceased

Tibetan Man Dies in Self-Immolation in China’s West
1VOA News, 20 November 2012

A Tibetan man has died after setting himself on fire to protest Chinese rule of
Tibet.

Tibetan sources tell VOA’s Tibetan Service that 35-year-old Tsering Dhondup

self-immolated near a mining site in northwestern China’s Gansu province.
More than 300 monks are reported to have assembled to pray for him.

Sources say Dhondup often called for the return of the Dalai Lama and Tibet-
ans-in-exile to Tibet, and for the release of political prisoners. He is the second
Tibetan man in two days to die after setting himself on fire. On Monday, the 25-

year old man self-immolated in Xunhua county in Qinghai’s Haidong prefecture.

The latest incident raises the number of Tibetans who have self-immolated in
protests to 78 since 2009, with 64 cases known to have resulted in death.

Many Tibetans accuse China’s government of repressing their religion and cul-
ture. China says Tibetans enjoy religious freedom and benefit from better living
standards linked to Chinese investment in underdeveloped Tibetan regions.

Beijing has accused the Dalai Lama of inciting the self-immolations to promote
Tibetan separatism. He has said China must conduct a “serious investigation”
into the self-immolations rather than placing the blame on him.
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Breaking: Another Tibetan burns self to death, Toll reaches 78
Phayut, 20 November 2012

DHARAMSHALA, November 20: In more alarming reports coming out of Ti-
bet another Tibetan set himself on fire today in Amchok region of eastern Tibet
in an apparent protest against China’s continued occupation of Tibet.

Tsering Dhondup, 35, set himself ablaze on a ground near the entrance of
a mining site in Amchok region of Labrang Sangchu at around 8:30 am (local
time). He succumbed to his injuries at the site of his protest.

Speaking to Phayul, Ajam Amchok, an exile Tibetan with close contacts in the
region said Tsering Dhondup is survived by his wife Tamding Tso, their three
children, and his parents Lubhum Gyal and Drukmo Tso.

“Martyr Tsering Dhondup set himself ablaze at the Gyagar Thang near the
entrance of a mine in Amchok this morning,” Ajam said. “He passed away in his

self-immolation protest.”

“Local Tibetans say Tsering Dhondup was a good natured and a lovable per-
son,” the same source added. “He felt strongly for Tibet and always showed
concern for the welfare of the Tibetan people.”

According to latest reports, monks of the Amchok Monastery and local Tibet-

ans have started to gather to offer their last respects.

Tsering Dhondup’s fiery protest adds to the alarming escalation in self-immola-
tions being witnessed in Tibet. Already, 16 Tibetans have set themselves on fire

in the month of Novembet.

78 known Tibetans inside Tibet, including monks and nuns, young mothers
and students, artists and writers, farmers and nomads, have self-immolated since
2009, demanding freedom and the return of His Holiness the Dalai Lama from

exile.

The Dalai L.ama recently told reporters that China’s repressive policies and the
unbearable situation in Tibet are forcing Tibetans to set themselves of fire in

Tibet.

“The unbearable situation in Tibet is the cause for these unfortunate events.
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I am very sad about the turn of events. These are symptoms of fear, hard line
suppressive policy practiced by China in Tibet. The time has come for China to
think more realistically,” reporters quoted the Tibetan spiritual leader as saying;

The exile Tibetan administration has maintained that the reasons for the self-
immolations are self-evident: political repression, economic marginalisation, en-

vironmental destruction, and cultural assimilation. .

“The blame and solution for the present tragedy in Tibet lies entirely with Bei-
jing,” Sikyong Dr Lobsang Sangay, the elected head of the Tibetan people, said
eatlier this month. “We firmly believe that an end to repression will effectively

end the cycle self-immolation.”

bttp:/ | wwmw.telegraph.co.uk/ news/ worldnews/ asia/ tibet/ 9705122/ Four-Tibetans-self-im-

molate-as-protest-breaks-out-at-school. himl!

Four Tibetans self-immolate as protest breaks out at school
By Malcolm Moore, The Telegraph, Beijing and agencies, 27 Nov 2012

Free Tibet said at least three of the four Tibetans who set themselves on fire on
Sunday and Monday had died from their injuries.

Meanwhile, the circulation of a ten-point questionnaire to students at the Sorig
Lobling high school in Chabcha provoked a 1,000-strong protest on Monday

morning.

The questions put before the students included: “Who is agitating for separat-
ism and causing unrest?” and “What is the reason behind the self-immolation
protests?”

“The protest was peaceful until around 9am, at which point security forces
arrived,” said a statement from Free Tibet. “It is unclear what happened next.
However, an eyewitness confirms that many students were injured and taken to

hospital”.
The campaign group said 20 people had been admitted to hospital with four

needing emergency treatment. It added that school is now under “complete lock-

down”.

One Tibetan in Chabcha confirmed to AFP by phone that there was a protest
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on Monday, but she was unaware of any clashes with police. Phones at govern-

ment and police offices in Chabcha were not answered on Tuesday.

Meanwhile, Sunday and Monday saw yet more self-immolations, a trend that

has accelerated alarmingly in the last month.

“We are now receiving reports of self-immolation protests on an almost daily

basis,” said Stephanie Brigden, the director of Free Tibet.

According to the US-based Radio Free Tibet, the latest incidents, two in Gansu
province, one in Qinghai and one in Sichuan, brought the number to 21 this
month and 85 since 20009.

Kunchok Tsering, a married 18-year-old nomad, self-immolated in Amchog
township, Sangchu county. Last Tuesday, a 34-year-old father of three, Tsering
Dhondup, also set himself on fire in the same town. In Serthar County, Kandze
prefecture, a middle school student named Wangyal also set himself on fire.

Last week, meanwhile, Tamdrin Kyab, a former monk in his eatly 20s, set him-
self on fire and died in Luqu in Gansu province and there were two more self-
immolations in Tongren in Qinghai province, which has seen several protests
and deaths.

Officials in Tongren have warned locals they are forbidden from going to pay
their respects at the homes of self-immolators, according to the International

Campaign for Tibet.

Because of strict Chinese restrictions, it has been impossible to independently
verify the deaths.

The Dalai Lama said this weekend on Indian television that the self-immola-
tions had brought tears to his eyes. However he has so far failed to call for an
end to the protests.
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Lubum Tsering

Age: 19

Occupation: nomad

Date of self-immolation: 22 November 2012

Place: Dowa town in Rebkong, Amdo,
Northeastern Tibet

Current status: deceased

Threat to Cut Aid Over Burnings
RFA, 2012-11-22

Chinese authorities have threatened to block aid to families and villages of Ti-
betans who burn themselves to death in protest against Chinese rule, a rights
group said Thursday, as another self-immolation occurred in a restive Tibetan
county in Qinghai province.

Lhubum,18, burned himself to death on a street in Dowa township in Rebgong
(in Chinese, Tongren) county in the Malho (Huangnan) Tibetan Autonomous
Prefecture, a source told RFA’s Tibetan service.

Local residents surrounded Lhubum’s body to prevent the police from taking
it away, the source said. Later, they brought the body to his residence for funeral

prayers.

Lhubum’s death brings to 79 the total number of self-immolations since the

wave of fiery protests began in February 2009.
Concern

Chinese authorities seem to be increasingly concerned over the rising number
of burnings, particularly in Rebgong where there had been eight self-immola-
tions so far this month.

In a reflection of their concern, they have cut Internet links to the area to pre-
vent more protests and have issued circulars aimed at punishing self-immolators’
families and villages by withholding aid.
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In an official notification issued on Nov. 14 by the Malho authorities, local
officials from the ruling Chinese Communist Party and government have been
given orders to punish self-immolators and their families—even those who had
offered condolences and prayers to the bereaved family members and relatives, a
Tibetan rights group said.

The India-based Tibetan Centre for Human Rights and Democracy (TCHRD)
quoted a source as saying that the notification, issued both in Tibetan and Chi-

nese, was shown on the Malho Prefectural TV channel.

It said government aid to family members of self-immolators will be cut for
three years while development funds for villages where self-immolations took
place—even if projects had been approved earlier—will be cancelled for a similar

period, TCHRD said in a statement.

Officials, monks and monasteries sympathetic to the self-immolators will also

face action, according to the circular.
Netizens

News of the Tibetan self-immolations have been spreading rapidly among Chi-
na’s massive netizen community in recent weeks, a New York-based rights group

said.

“Chinese netizens have helped spread reports of Tibetan self-immolations on-
line and expressed their concerns by posting comments on Twitter,” Human
Rights in China said in a statement.

“They have done so despite intensified government crackdowns and Internet
censorship in the lead-up to and during the 18th [ruling Chinese Communist]
Party Congtess,” it said.

18-year-old Tibetan Immolates in Rebgong
Tibet.net, 23 November 2012

DHARAMSHALA: Lubum Tsering, an 18-year-old Tibetan, burnt himself to
death at Dowa town, Rebgong in north-eastern Tibet on Thursday (22 Novem-
ber), taking the self-immolation toll to 79.

Eyewitnesses said Lubum Tsering’s last rites were performed by the monks of

Dowa monastery at a nearby crematorium.
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Lubum Tsering is survived by his father Tsego.

The Chinese authorities in eastern Tibet have announced stern measures to

stop government aids to the families and well-wishers of the self-immolators.

The Central Tibetan Administration urged the Chinese government to address
the underlying grievances of the Tibetan people, instead of imposing counter-

productive measures targeting the families and relatives of the self-immolators.

The self-immolators have called for the return of His Holiness the Dalai

Lama to Tibet and freedom for Tibetans.

hitp:] | wwm.phaynl.com/ news/ article.aspx?id=32491&»1=1

Breaking: Tibetan teen burns self to death, Toll climbs to 79
Phayul, November 23, 2012

DHARAMSHALA, November 23: In no respite to the spate of self-immo-
lations inside Tibet, another Tibetan teenager passed away in his fiery protest
Thursday, November 22.

In confirmed reports received by Phayul, Lubum Gyal, 18, set himself ablaze
in Dowa town of Rebkong, eastern Tibet at around 4:20 pm (local time) in an

apparent protest against China’s continued occupation of Tibet.

China’s state-run Xinhua news agency also reported on the incident, confirm-

ing that the self-immolator (Libong Tsering) succumbed to his injuries.

“Lubum Gyal set himself on fire in protest against the Chinese government
in Dowa town,” Sonam, an exile Tibetan with close contacts in the region told
Phayul. “Soon, a large number of Tibetans gathered and rescued his body from
falling into the hands of Chinese authorities.”

“Monks from the Dowa Monastery later carried out the last rites of Lubum

Gyal at a nearby crematorium,” Sonam added.

According to the same source, the recent deployment of large numbers of
Chinese armed forces and the severe restrictions placed on local Tibetans trig-

gered Lubum Gyal’s fiery protest.

“Following the recent escalation in self-immolations and protests in Dowa

and the adjoining regions, Chinese security personnel armed with automatic
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guns have forced strict restrictions on the movement of Tibetans,” Sonam cited
sources as saying, “Moreovet, higher ranked Chinese government and Commu-
nist Party officials have been paying frequent trips to Dowa to investigate the
reasons behind the protests and to assure that no more protests take place in
the region.”

The Chinese officials were reportedly implementing the five-point notifica-
tion issued by the Malho Prefectural office and Malho People’s government on
November 14 giving stern orders to local officials “to punish self-immolators
and their families; even those who had offered condolences and prayers to the

bereaved family members and relatives.”

The notice, issued in Tibetan and Chinese languages, announces the cancella-
tion of government aid to families of self-immolators as well as development

projects in villages where similar protests have taken place.
Lubum Gyal is survived by his father Tsego.

The Rebkong region of Malho has now witnessed ten self-immolation
protests in this month alone. Also, thousands of Tibetans, including school
children, carried out massive protests calling for freedom and the return of His

Holiness the Dalai Lama eatlier this month.

79 Tibetans have now set themselves on fire in Tibet since 2009.

Two self-immolations in a day take reported Tibet total to 80
TibetanReview.net, 24 November 2012

Two self-immolations were reported to have taken place in Chinese ruled Ti-
bet on Nov 22, with the suicide protest actions having been carried out by an
18-year-old youth in Rebgong (Chinese: Tongren) County of Malho Prefecture,
Qinghai Province, and by a 23-year-old former monk in Luchu (Chinese: Luqu)

County of Kanlho (Chinese: Gannan) Prefecture, Gansu Province.

The day’s first self-immolation was carried out by a youth named Lubum Gyal
in Dowa Town at around 4:20 PM, said the exile Tibetan administration at
Dharamsala on its Tibet.net website Nov 23 and other reports. The youth burned
to death. The incident was also reported by China’s official Xinhua news agency

which named the protester as Libong Tsering;
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Monks of the nearby Dow Monastery carried out the last rites and the crema-
tion. Lubum Gyal is survived by his father, Tsego.

Malho prefecture had recently announced punishments for families, villages
and monasteries connected with self-immolators or for those who pray for or
show sympathy for such suicide protesters.

The day’s second fiery suicide protest was carried out by Tamdin Kyab, a no-
mad who was a former monk of Shitsang Monastery in the Luchu County town
around 10:00 PM. He too burned to death. He survived by his mother and two
brothers.

Tamdin’s friends have been cited as saying the deceased used to express wishes
to do the same thing himself whenever he heard about self-immolations by other
Tibetans, bemoaning that life was not worth living if His Holiness the Dalai

Lama was not allowed to return home.

Monks of Shitsang Monastery performed the last rites for the deceased at his

home. Tamdin’s Kyab’s younger brother is still 2 monk at the monastery.

The two incidents bring to 80 the number of Tibetans in Tibet who are ac-
knowledged to have carried out self-immolation protests against Chinese rule
since Feb 2009. Rebgong alone has witnessed 10 self-immolations in this month’s
total of 18.
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Tamdrin Kyab

Age: 23

Occupation: nomad

Date of self-immolation: 22 November 2012

Place: Luchu town in Kanlho, Amdo,
Northeastern Tibet

Current status: deceased

Self-Immolation Toll Hits 80
RFA, 23 November 2012

The number of Tibetan self-immolation protests against Chinese rule has hit
the 80 mark with another burning reported in Gansu province, according to

sources Friday.

Former monk Tamdin Kyap, 23, burned himself to death in Luchu (in Chi-
nese, Luqu) county in the Kanlho (Gannan) Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture late
Thursday, the sources said.

“He set himself on fire at a site close to the Luchu River in Luchu county in
protest against Chinese rule and succumbed to his injuries,” a source in Tibet told
RFA’s Tibetan service.

“The local Tibetans managed to take possession of his body and safely brought
it to his own house,” the source said, obviously referring to previous moves by
Chinese authorities to immediately take away the bodies of self-immolators from

the burning sites.

Tamdin Kyap had often expressed his desire to follow in the footsteps of his
compatriots who had self-immolated in opposition to Chinese rule and demand-
ed the return of the Dalai Lama, Tibet’s spiritual leader who is living in exile in
India, sources said.

A source from the region said that whenever someone self-immolated, Tamdin
Kyab used to wonder “if he can do the same thing” and say that “there is no
worth to life if His Holiness the Dalai Lama is not allowed to return to his home-
land,” according to the Central Tibetan Administration (CTA), the official name

of the Tibetan government-in-exile based in Dharamsala, India.
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His death brings the self-immolation tally to 80 so far, with 16 reported this
month. Five burnings were reported in one day alone—Nov 7.

‘Global Solidarity Day’

The CTA organized a prayer service in Dharamsala Friday “to mourn the tragic
self-immolations in Tibet and express solidarity with all those Tibetans who sac-
rificed their lives for the cause of Tibet.”

>

It is also organizing a “Global Solidarity Day” on Dec. 10 in conjunction with
Human Rights Day to highlight the “dire” situation in Tibet against the backdrop

of the burnings.

CTA head Lobsang Sangay, in a statement, called for a coalition of human
rights groups to organize and participate in the Global Solidarity Day events.

“Despite our repeated appeals not to take drastic actions, self-immolations con-
tinue in Tibet. Therefore, I appeal to the international community and govern-
ments to stand for justice by answering the universal aspirations of Tibetans
in Tibet: the return of His Holiness the Dalai Lama to Tibet and freedom for
Tibetans,” he said.

Tamdrin Dorjee

Age: 29

Occupation: farmer

Date of self-immolation: 23 November 2012

Place: In front of a government building in Dokarmo
in the Tsekhog, Rebkong, Amdo, Northeastern Tibet

Current statu: deceased

Another Tibetan dies after setting self on fire in anti-China protest
26 November 2012

A Tibetan man was killed on late Friday when he set himself on fire in protest
against Chinese rule in Tibet, the Tibetan government-in-exile said on Sunday,
raising the number of people who have set themselves on fire in similar protests
since March 2011 to more than 80.
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The incident happened at around 6:30 p.m. local time on Friday when Tadin
Dorjee, 29, set himself on fire at the entrance to the Dokarmo town office in
Tsekhog township, which is located in western China’s Qinghai province. He was
said to have chanted slogans in support of the Dalai Lama.

“He died on the spot,” the Central Tibetan Administration said in a statement
in which it reiterated its “deep concern” over the “alarming escalation” in self-
immolations of Tibetans inside Tibet in recent weeks. “Thousands of local Ti-

betans offered prayers and attended his funeral that night.”

Chinese authorities reportedly cut off Internet access and phone lines following
the incident.

The self-immolation came less than 24 hours after former monk Tadin Kyab,
23, set himself on fire in Luqu County in China’s Gansu province. That incident
came just several hours after 18-year-old Lubum Tsering set himself on fire in the

monastery town of Tongren. Both protesters died at the scene.

Central Tibetan Administration leader Lobsang Sangay, whose position is simi-
lar to that of a prime minister, on Saturday called on the international community
to support Tibetans. “I appeal to the international community and governments
to stand for justice by answering the universal aspirations of Tibetans in Tibet:
the return of His Holiness the Dalai L.ama to Tibet and freedom for Tibetans,”
he said.

Since March 2011, a total of now 81 Tibetans have set themselves on fire as part
of protests taking place in Tibet, leading to the arrests of hundreds of Tibetans
by Chinese security forces. As a result of the unrest, Chinese authorities have

stepped up security in the region, but the self-immolations have continued.

The first incident happened on March 16, 2011, when 21-year-old Phuntsog
from Kirti Monastery set himself on fire. It happened on the third anniversary
of protests in Ngaba during which at least 13 people were shot dead by Chinese
security forces. Phuntsog later died of his injuries.

In October 2011, Sangay also expressed his concern about the incidents. “The
incidents are a clear indication of the genuine grievances of the Tibetans and
their sense of deep resentment and despair over the prevailing conditions in
Tibet,” he said at the time. “It is therefore of the utmost urgency that every pos-
sible effort be made to address the underlying root causes of Tibetan grievances

and resentment.”
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The Dalai Lama has resided in the Indian city of Dharamsala, which is now the
seat of the Tibetan Government-in-exile, since 1960 following a failed uprising
against Chinese rule of Tibet. Dharamsala is also referred to as ‘Little Lhasa’,

referring to the capital of Tibet.

One more Tibetan dies after setting self on fire, total self-immolations
rises to 81
Tibet.net, 24 November 2012

DHARAMSHALA: The Central Tibetan Administration today reiterated its
deep concern over the alarming escalation in self-immolations by Tibetans in-
side Tibet, as fresh reports coming out of Tibet say one more Tibetan has died
after setting himself on fire in Tsekhog (Ch: Zeku) in Malho in north-eastern
Tibet.

Tadin Dorjee, 29, set fire to himself at the entrance of Dokarmo town office
in Tsekhog around 6:30 pm (local time) on Friday. He then chanted prayers for
the long life of His Holiness the Dalai L.ama with folded hands. He died on the
spot.

Thousands of local Tibetans offered prayers and attended his funeral that
night.

The Chinese authorities have cut off Internet and phone lines following the

incident.

The latest incident has pushed the total self-immolations by Tibetans inside
Tibet to 81, including 5 in last 6 days and 19 within this month alone.

The self-immolators have called for the return of His Holiness the Dalai
TLama to Tibet and freedom for Tibetans.

The United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, Navi Pillay,
eatlier this month strongly urged the Chinese government to “promptly address
the longstanding grievances that have led to an alarming escalation in desperate
forms of protest, including self-immolations, in Tibetan areas, and said she was
disturbed by “continuing allegations of violence against Tibetans seeking to

exercise their fundamental human rights.”
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Sangye Dolma

Age: 17

Occupation: nun

Date of self-immolation: 25 November 2012
Place: In front of the Chinese government office

in Dokarmo town, Malho, Eastern Tibet

Current status: deceased
The last message of Sangye Dolma:

look into the deep blue sky above/my lama has returned back/into the tent with
white rock steps/ look, my Tibetan brothers and sisters/ look at the peak of that snow
mountain/ the white snow lion has returned back/ look, my Tibetan brothers and
sisters/ look at the fortress in the forest/ look at the beanty of the turquoise plain/
my tigress has come back/ look, my Tibetan brothers and sisters/ look at the land of
snow/ our destiny is on the rise/ Tibet is an independent conntry./ W hile His Holiness
the Dalai Lama/Has been away for too long/ Travelling all over the world/ Tibetans
suffer under oppression/ let’s pray for this darkness to be over. / the Panchen Lama is in
prison/ let’s pray for his release and happiness for the land of snow.

Children of the snow lion/ Do not forget that you are Tibetan./ Tibet is an indepen-
dent country. Signed Sangye Dolma
(Translated from Tibetan by Bhuchung D. Sonam)

Kunchok Tsering

Age: 18

Occupation: nomad

Date of self-immolation: 26 November 2012

Place: Amchok in Labrang, Amdo, Northeastern Tibet

Current status: deceased
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Wangyal

Age: 18

Occupation: student

Date of self-immolation: 26 November 2012
Place: Serta, north-eastern Tibet

Current status: unknown

Breaking: 18-year-old sets self on fire, Third self-immolation in two days
Phayul, 26 November 2012

DHARAMSHALA: In unrelenting reports of self-immolations coming out of
Tibet, another Tibetan set himself on fire today in an apparent protest against
China’s occupation of Tibet.

Kunchok Tsering, 18, passed away in his self-immolation protest today in Am-
chok region of Labrang, eastern Tibet. He carried out his protest near a mining
site in the region, the same place where Tsering Dhondup, 35, father of three,
passed away in his fiery protest on November 20.

According to reports, monks of the Amchok Monastery and a large number
of local Tibetans are currently gathered at the deceased’s home to offer prayers.

Kunchok Tsering is survived by his wife, Sangay Tso, 19 and parents Phagkyab,
40 and Gonpo Tso, 37, and an elder brother.

Earlier today, a young Tibetan Wangyal set himself on fire in the middle of
Sertha town raising slogans for the return of His Holiness the Dalai L.ama.

According to eyewitnesses, Wangyal’s hands were clasped in prayers as he ran
raising slogans for the return of His Holiness the Dalai Lama and freedom for
the Tibetan people.

Wangyal’s condition and whereabouts are not yet known after Chinese security

forces took possession of his charred body.

Also today, over a thousand school students in Chabcha, eastern Tibet carried
out amassive protest after local Chinese officials distributed papers denouncing
Tibetan self-immolators and disrespecting Tibetan language. Chinese security

personnel used violent force to break up the peaceful demonstrations, causing



severe injuries to many students.

The deepening crisis inside Tibet has witnessed large scale anti-China protests
and a series of self-immolations that has now seen 84 Tibetans set themselves
on fire, since 2009, demanding freedom and the return of the Dalai Lama from

exile.

November alone has reported 22 self-immolations and protests by thousands
of Tibetans. Yesterday, Sangay Dolma, a nun, passed away in her self-immolation
protest in front of the Chinese government office in Dokarmo town of Tsek-
hog, Malho, eastern Tibet.

Chinese authorities in the region have reacted by announcing a series of strict
measures targeting the ongoing wave of self-immolations with further restric-

tions, punishments, and threats.

Chinese government authorities in Malho region issued a five-point notice on
November 14 giving stern orders to local officials “to punish self-immolators
and their families; even those who had offered condolences and prayers to the
bereaved family members and relatives.” The notice further announced the can-
cellation of government aid to families of self-immolators as well as develop-

ment projects in villages where similar protests have taken place.

The exile Tibetan administration has maintained that the reasons for the self-
immolations are self-evident: political repression, economic marginalisation, en-

vironmental destruction, and cultural assimilation.

“The blame and solution for the present tragedy in Tibet lies entirely with Bei-
jing,” Sikyong Dr Lobsang Sangay, the elected head of the Tibetan people, said
eatlier this month. “We firmly believe that an end to repression will effectively

end the cycle self-immolation.”

Four more Tibetans, including a nun, have self-immolated in protest against
Chinese rule, sources said Monday as armed police violently broke up a mass
Tibetan student demonstration over an official booklet which ridiculed the wave
of burning protests as acts of “stupidity.”

Two of the self-immolations occurred in Gansu province and one in Sichuan
province on Monday while the fourth — involving a 17-year-old nun who died
— was reported on Sunday in Qinghai province, sources inside Tibet said.
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Three Self-immolations in Two days, Total Reaches 84
1VOA News, 26 November 2012

Three Tibetans have set themselves on fire across different Tibetan regions

since yesterday, bringing the total number of self-immolations to 84.
Self-Immolation in Dokarmo

Sangay Dolma, a nun of Sangag Mindrol Dhargeyling nunnery, died after burn-
ing herself on Sunday in front of the Chinese government office in Dokarmo
town of Tsekhog, Malho Tibetan autonomous prefecture, Qinghai Province.
Sangay is known to have left a note behind. Local sources say Tibetans gathered

in large numbers to pray for Sangay.
Self-Immolation in Serthar

Wangyal, a Tibetan man in his 20s, set himself on fire today around noon in
front of the golden-horse statue at the local ground in Serthar town, Karze Pre-
fecture in Eastern Tibet in Sichuan Province. He is reported to have shouted
slogans calling for the return of the Dalai Lama and freedom for Tibetan people.
Sources say Chinese authorities immediately arrived at the scene of the protest
and took Wangyal’s charred body. His whereabouts and condition is unknown.

Self-Immolation in Amchok

Kunchok Tsering, 18, died after setting himself ablaze today in Amchok re-
gion in Sangchu (Chinese: Xiahe) county, Kanlho (Chinese: Gannan) Tibetan
Autonomous Prefecture in Gansu province (the Tibetan area of Amdo). He
burned himself at the same mining site where Tsering Dhondup died after his
self-immolation last week on November 20. Amchok monastery monks and a
large number of local Tibetans are known to have gathered at the deceased’s
home to offer prayers. Kunchok Tsering is survived by his wife, Sangay Tso, 19
and parents Phagkyab, 40 and Gonpo Tso, 37, and an elder brother.

Mass Student Protest in Chabcha

Earlier today, thousands of students in Chabcha county Tsolho (Chinese: Hain-
an) Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture, protested Chinese official’s denouncement
of self-immolators. Sources tell VOA that Chinese security personnel used vio-
lence in breaking the peaceful demonstrations, causing severe injuries to many
students.
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More than 84 Tibetans have set themselves on fire since 2009, demanding free-
dom and the return of the Dalai Lama from exile. In November, 22 Tibetans are

reported to have burned themselves.

Four Tibetans Self-Immolate
RFEA, 26 November 2012

The four incidents in Tibetan-populated areas bring the total number of burn-
ings to 85 so far as Tibetans step up the self-immolation protests to highlight
opposition to Chinese rule and demand the return of Tibet’s spiritual leader the

Dalai Lama, who is living in exile in India.

The student protests occurred at a medical school in Chabcha (in Chinese,
Gonghe) county in the Tsolho (Hainan) Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture in Qin-
ghai in response to the release of an official booklet which ridiculed the Tibetan

language as irrelevant, and condemned the self-immolations, local residents said.

Atleast 20 students from the Tsolho Medical Institute were admitted to hospital
after being beaten by armed Chinese police who had surrounded and taken con-

trol of the school, the local residents told Tibetan exile sources.

“The students of Tsolho Medical Institute protested against the distribution of
a book condemning the study of Tibetan language as devoid of relevance and
the self-immolations as acts of stupidity,” one exile source told RFA’s Tibetan

service.
Tsolho views

The book, entitled 10 Real Views of Tsolho Area, reflected the Tsolho local
government’s perception of the Tibetan language and the burning protests, ac-

cording to the sources.

“The books were distributed in the area’s schools. So the medical students of
Tsolho Medical Institute burned all the books and called for equality among
nationalities and freedom to study the Tibetan language,” the source said. “They

called for an investigation into this issue and respect for justice.”

“The armed police and paramilitary cracked down on the students and several

student protesters were seriously injured,” the source added.

Earlier this month, several thousand Tibetan students took to the streets in
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Qinghai province demanding greater rights.

The students shouted slogans calling for “equality of nationalities and freedom
of languages” and demanding the return of the Dalai Lama.

The demonstrators were from the Malho Teacher Training College and the Mal-
ho Vocational Institute in Rongwo township, the capital of Rebgong county in
the Malho (Huangnan) Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture, where self-immolations
have intensified in recent weeks, as well as the Qinghai Nationalities University in

Qinghai’s provincial capital Xining,
New burnings

The student protests on Monday came as four new self-immolations brought to

21 the total number of burnings this month alone.

Teenage nun Sangay Dolmas, from the Mindrol Thagyal Ling monastery, set
herself ablaze and died Sunday in the Dokarmo subdivision in Rebgong (in Chi-

nese, Tongren) county in Malho prefecture, sources said.

On Monday, Kunchok Tsering, 18, self-immolated and died in Achok in Gansu
province’s Sangchu (Xiahe) county in the Kanlho (Gannan) Tibetan Autono-
mous Prefecture while ex-monk Wang Gyal, 20, torched himself in Serthar
(Seda) county in Sichuan province’s Kardze (Ganzi) Tibetan Autonomous Pre-

fecture, sources from inside Tibet said.

Chinese police bundled Wang Gyal away from the scene soon after he set him-
self on fire, the sources said.

“No details are available about his condition since the Chinese imposed strin-
gent restrictions in the area and the lines of communication are cut off,” one
source told RFA.

Also on Monday, a 24-year-old Tibetan man, Gonpo Tsering, burned himself
and died in Gansu province’s Luchu (Luqu) county in Kanlho prefecture, the

sources said. ‘Discriminatory’ policies

Tibetan groups say self-immolation protests have intensified recently despite
tighter security measures because of Beijing’s “discriminatory” policies and a

clampdown on monasteries.

“The Tibetans who are self-immolating—now in more rapid succession—have

cleatly not been dissuaded by the security buildup or other means of official
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intimidation,” Mary Beth Markey, President of the International Campaign for
Tibet, said at the weekend.

“Nonetheless, the authorities seem to be betting that further oppression will
cower or exhaust the will of future self-immolators,” she said. “But unless and
until there is some initiative that can break through the cycle of repression and
protest, I think we all acknowledge that more Tibetans will be prepared to take

the agonizing action of self-immolation.”

“And that is a terrible and unacceptable calculation,” she said.

Four more Tibetans self-immolate in clash with Chinese police
The Associated Press, 27 November 2012

Four more self-immolations were reported on Sunday and Monday in Gansu,

Sichuan and Qinghai provinces.

At least 20 students were hospitalized on Monday after a protest turned violent
in Qinghai province’s Hainan prefecture, US broadcaster Radio Free Asia said
in an emailed statement that cited Tibetan exile sources who were in touch with
Hainan residents. London-based exile group Free Tibet said up to 1,000 students

took part in the demonstration.

Radio Free Asia said students were angry over a booklet distributed at Tsolho
Medical Institute in Hainan that called Tibetan irrelevant and condemned im-
molation protests by Tibetans as “acts of stupidity.” It said students burned the
books in their protest.

Hainan government and police officials referred calls to other departments

where the phone rang unanswered on Tuesday.

The broadcaster also quoted anonymous sources inside China’s Tibetan areas
as saying teenaged nun Sangay Dolmas died from self-immolation on Sunday in
Qinghai’s Tongren county. On Monday, 18-year-old Kunchok Tsering died after
burning himself in Gansu province’s Xiahe county while in Sichuan’s Seda coun-
try a 20-year-old former monk, Wang Gyal, self-immolated though his condition

was not immediately known, it said.

Also Monday, in Gansu province’s Luqu county, 24-year-old Gonpo Tsering
died after setting himself ablaze, the report said.
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The Washington, DC-based International Campaign for Tibet said that as of
Monday the toll in China’s Tibetan areas from self-immolations had reached 84,

though the organization’s count did not include Gonpo Tsering,

Most of the protesters have doused themselves with gasoline and set themselves
alight after shouting slogans calling for Tibetan independence and blessings for
the Dalai L.ama, Tibet’s exiled Buddhist leader. China blames him for encourag-
ing the wave of self-immolations that Beijing has apparently been powetless to

stop despite stepped-up security and an extensive spying network.

Independent verification of events and conditions in Tibet is nearly impossible

because of restrictions on travel.

Tibetan protest in China ends in violence, immolations
AFP, Beijing, 27 November 2012

Four more Tibetans have set themselves alight in protest at China’s rule and at
least 20 students were hospitalized on Monday after a protest turned violent in
Qinghai Province’s Hainan Prefecture, US broadcaster Radio Free Asia said in an

e-mailed statement, citing Tibetan exile sources.

The spate of burnings in recent weeks began in the run-up to the Chinese Com-
munist Party’s 18th Party Congress and have brought the total for this month to
21, and to 85 since 2009, Radio Free Asia said.

London-based exile group Free Tibet said up to 1,000 students took part in the

demonstration.

Radio Free Asia said students were angry over a booklet distributed at Tsolho
Medical Institute in Hainan’s Chabcha County calling Tibetans irrelevant and
saying immolation protests by Tibetans were “acts of stupidity.” It said students
burned the books in their protest.

The broadcaster quoted anonymous sources inside China’s Tibetan areas as
saying teenaged nun Sangay Dolmas died from self-immolation on Sunday in

Qinghai Province’s Tongren County.

On Monday, 18-year-old Kunchok Tsering died after burning himself in Gansu
Province’s Xiahe County while a 20-year-old former monk, Wang Gyal, self-im-

molated in Sichuan Province’s Seda Country, though his condition was not im-
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mediately known, it said. In Gansu’s Luqu County, 24-year-old Gonpo Tsering
died after setting himself ablaze, the report said.

“We are now receiving reports of self-immolation protests on an almost daily
basis,” Free Tibet director Stephanie Brigden said. “Allied to the many other
forms of protests which Tibetans are undertaking — marching, leafleting, dis-
playing banned images and exerting Tibetan culture — it forms an unimpeach-

able argument for an end to Chinese occupation.”

“Although we cannot confirm whether security forces beat students or not, it
would appear that the change in Chinese leadership has not led to a change in the
brutality which passes for government in Tibet,” Brigden added.

Beijing has accused exiled Tibetan spiritual leader the Dalai Lama of inciting

the self-immolations.

He has preferred to remain neutral on the acts in public statements, but has
urged the Chinese government to investigate, saying: “China does not look into

it seriously and tries to end [the incidents| only by criticizing me.”

Four Tibetans self-immolate as protest breaks out at school
By Macolm Moore, The Telegraph, Beijing and agencies, 27 Nov 2012

Free Tibet said at least three of the four Tibetans who set themselves on fire on

Sunday and Monday had died from their injuries.

Meanwhile, the circulation of a ten-point questionnaire to students at the Sorig
Lobling high school in Chabcha provoked a 1,000-strong protest on Monday

morning,

The questions put before the students included: “Who is agitating for separat-
ism and causing unrest?” and “What is the reason behind the self-immolation

protests?”

“The protest was peaceful until around 9am, at which point security forces
arrived,” said a statement from Free Tibet. “It is unclear what happened next.
However, an eyewitness confirms that many students were injured and taken to

hospital”.
The rights group said 20 people had been admitted to hospital with four needing

emergency treatment. It added that school is now under “complete lockdown”.
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One Tibetan in Chabcha confirmed to AFP by phone that there was a protest
on Monday, but she was unaware of any clashes with police. Phones at govern-

ment and police offices in Chabcha were not answered on Tuesday.

Meanwhile, Sunday and Monday saw yet more self-immolations, a trend that

has accelerated alarmingly in the last month.

“We are now receiving reports of self-immolation protests on an almost daily

basis,” said Stephanie Brigden, the director of Free Tibet.

According to the US-based Radio Free Tibet, the latest incidents, two in Gansu
province, one in Qinghai and one in Sichuan, brought the number to 21 this
month and 85 since 20009.

Kunchok Tsering, a married 18-year-old nomad, self-immolated in Amchog
township, Sangchu county. Last Tuesday, a 34-year-old father of three, Tsering
Dhondup, also set himself on fire in the same town. In Serthar County, Kandze

prefecture, a middle school student named Wangyal also set himself on fire.

Last week, meanwhile, Tamdrin Kyab, a former monk in his eatly 20s, set him-
self on fire and died in Luqu in Gansu province and there were two more self-
immolations in Tongren in Qinghai province, which has seen several protests

and deaths.

Officials in Tongren have warned locals they are forbidden from going to pay
their respects at the homes of self-immolators, according to the International
Campaign for Tibet.

Because of strict Chinese restrictions, it has been impossible to independently

verify the deaths.

The Dalai Lama said this weekend on Indian television that the self-immola-
tions had brought tears to his eyes. However he has so far failed to call for an
end to the protests.

Anti-China Protests: Four More Tibetans Self Immolate
By K J M Varma, Beijing, OUTLLOOK INDLA, 27 November 2012

Situation in Tibet has turned grim with four more Tibetans, including a nun
committed self- immolation in the last two days, taking the toll in the restive Hi-

malayan region to 23 this month, increasing pressure on China’s new leadership



483

to resolve the vexed Tibet issue.

At least 20 students were hospitalised yesterday after a protest turned violent
in Qinghai province’s Hainan prefecture, Voice of America’s Tibetan Service

reported.

While three men set themselves ablaze yesterday, a nun died of self immolation

a day earlier.

Wangyal, a Tibetan in his 20s, self-immolated in Sichuan province. He was re-
ported to have shouted slogans calling for the return of the Dalai Lama and
freedom for the Tibetan people, the VOA report said.

Chinese authorities immediately arrived at the scene and removed Wangyal’s

charred body, the report said.

Another Tibetan, 24-year old Gonpo Tsering, burned himself to death in front

of a monastery in Gansu province.
He also shouted slogans for a free Tibet, while setting himself on fire.

The third man, 18-year-old Kunchok Tsering, also died after setting himself

ablaze in Gansu.

Sangay Dolma, a nun affiliated with the Sangag Mindrol Dhargeyling convent,
died after burning herself the day before in front of a government office in Qin-

ghai province, the report said.

Separately, Chinese security forces cracked down on a demonstration by thou-

sands of Tibetan students in Qinghai, yesterday leaving some severely injured.

The protesters shouted slogans demanding equal language rights and greater

freedoms, it said.

At least 85 Tibetans have set themselves in the recent months demanding free-

dom and the return of the Dalai Lama from exile.

So far this month alone, 23 Tibetans are reported to have burned themselves,
it said.

The self immolations protests escalated as the ruling Chinese Communist Party

undertook a once-in-a-decade leadership change this month.

President Hu Jintao, who followed a stern policy towards Tibet focusing on de-

velopment of the Himalayan region by pouring in large amount of money with-
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out any political initiatives, stepped down as the General Secretary of the Party.

Vice President, Xi Jinping took over as the head of the party and the military.
He is expected to formally take over as President in March when Hu stepped
down and retire.

While Chinese officials, who blame the suicides on Dalai Lama group played
down the impact of the self immolations on the security situation in Tibet and a

number of Tibetan prefectures.

But the ghastly scenes of self immolations now spread to all parts of the Hima-

layan plateau created a restive and uneasy situation for Beijing.

Analysts say no significant changes in policies were expected until March when

the new administration under Xi’s leadership formally takes over power formally.

China has accused the Dalai Lama of being a separatist to spilt Tibet from the
country. Beijing alleges that the India based Tibetan leader is instigating the pro-

tests in the Himalayan region to discredit China’s image.

China: Tibetan students protest, four more self-immolate
By Sutirtho Patranobis, Hindustan Times, Beijing, November 27, 2012

More than 20 Tibetan students were injured during a protest in the Qin-
ghai province of China over a controversial book as four more self-
immolations were reported taking the toll to over 20 in November.
The four self-immolations, according to overseas rights groups, occurred in

Gansu,
Sichuan and Qinghai provinces on Sunday and Monday.

At least three among them two teenagers who self-immolated have died, rights

groups said.

Teenage nun Sangay Dolmas died in Qinghai on Sunday. Kunchok Tsering, 18,
and Gonpo Tearing, 24, died in Gansu on Monday.

More than 80 Tibetans have set themselves alight since 2011 in what activists
say are protests against Beijing’s hardline and repressive rule. Most of the cases

have occurred in Tibetan areas outside Tibet.

The spate of protests suicides began in to the run-up to the 18th National Con-
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gress of the Communist Party of China (CPC) which named Xi Jinping as the

Party’s new general secretary earlier in November.

London-based Free Tibet said more than 1000 students took part in a demon-
stration against a newly published book that purportedly criticises self-immola-

tions and suggests that learning Tibetan language has no use.

“It is believed that the protest was in response to a book published eatlier in the
year by the Chinese government that may have been recently given to the stu-
dents. The book is critical of self-immolation protests and also belittles the use

of the Tibetan language,” the group said in an emailed statement.

The statement added that the protest was peaceful until the arrival of armed

security forces arrived.

“It is unclear what happened next and Free Tibet has been unable to confirm
the exact sequence of events. However, an eyewitness confirms that many stu-
dents were injured and taken to hospital. Around 20 were hospitalised and it is
believed that four required emergency treatment.

The Chabcha Sorig Lobling School is currently under complete lockdown and
Chinese security forces have sealed the area,” the statement said.

Travel restrictions imposed on journalists in the Tibetan Autonomous Region
makes it difficult to independently verify information.

The Chinese government occasionally confirms the deaths caused by self-im-
molations but says the cases are usually caused by the individual’s own problems.
The government’s ire is also directed to Dharamshala-based Dalai Lama, who
Beijing says, is inciting Tibetans in China.

17-year-old self-immolator’s last note calls for the Dalai Lama’s return and
Tibet’s independence
Phaynl, November 28, 2012

DHARAMSHALA: Tibetan nun, Sangay Dolma, who passed away in her self-
immolation protest on November 25, has left a note professing her belief in the
swift return of His Holiness the Dalai L.ama and Tibet’s independence.

Sangay Dolma also left a photograph of herself with the words, “Tibet inde-

pendent nation” inscribed on it.
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The 17-year-old nun set herself on fire in front of a Chinese government office
in Tsekhog, near Rebkong (Ch: Tongren) in Malho region of eastern Tibet at

around 7 pm (local time).

On a folded piece of paper, containing her last will and picture, Sangay Dolma
has written: “Beloved children of the snowlion, Sons and daughters of the Land

of Snows, Warriors of the snow mountain, Don’t forget your are Tibetans.”
Her last will, written in the form of a poem is titled “He has returned.”

The first stanza reads: “Look up, fellow Tibetans, look at the blue twilight

above, Like a heavenly tent of white mountain, My lama has returned.”

In the fourth stanza, Sangay Dolma sends a strong political message of the

revival of an independent nation of Tibet.

“Look up, Tibetans, look at the snow mountains. The snowland’s era has begun.
And Tibet is free and independent.”

In the two closing stanzas, the 17-year-old nun pays further tribute to His Holi-
ness the Dalai Lama and the Panchen Lama, who has been missing since 1995,
after he was recognised as the reincarnation of the 10th Panchen Lama at six.

“His Holiness the Dalai Lama, when he lived far away, he travelled around the
wortld, praying for the end of suffering of the red faced Tibetans, and released
us from darkness, At a time when Panchen Lama is in prison, He looks out from

>

his prison cell, prays for “the dawn of peace and happiness in my land of snow.

Sangay Dolma was a nun at the Gonshul Nunnery near the Sangag Mindrol

Dhargeyling Monastery.

Since 2009, 87 Tibetans have set themselves on fire protesting China’s contin-
ued occupation of Tibet and demanding freedom and the return of the Dalai

Lama from exile.
Chinese authorities have retaliated with further restrictions and threats.

Recently, a five-point notice was issued in eastern Tibet, giving stern orders to
local officials to punish self-immolators and their families; even those who had
offered condolences and prayers to the bereaved family members and relatives.
The notice further announced the cancellation of government aid to families of
self-immolators as well as development projects in villages where similar protests

have taken place.
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Government authorities in the region are also collecting signed statements from
each household conforming that they will not self-immolate. Refusal to sign such

statements attracts immediate detention.

Exiled Tibetans in Dharamsala express dismay, anger over fresh self-im-
molations
ANI, 28 November 2012

Dharamsala: Exiled Tibetans have expressed shock and dismay on receiving
reports of three more Tibetans setting themselves on fire in Tibet to protest
against repressive Chinese rule in their homeland.

The current death toll from self-immolation has now reached 85, with 22 alone

in the month of November this year.

Sangay Dolma, a 17-year-old nun, set herself on fire at Bharkor village, 18-year-
old Kunchok Tsering died after setting fire to himself at the entrance of mining
field in Achok town in Labrang in north-eastern Tibet and Gonpo Tsering, a
24-year-old set fire to himself in front of the prayer hall of Ala Dheu Monastery
at Luchu in Kanlho in north-eastern Tibet.

“The situation in Tibet continues to be grim and in view of the increasing self-
immolations in Tibet and we have three self-immolation in one day, yesterday
and in total 85 Tibetans have self-immolated and 22 in this month, Novem-
ber alone. The situation is very grim,” said Spokesperson of Central Tibetan
Administration(CTA) in-exile, Lobsang Choedak at Dharamsala.

According to certain sources, the Tibetans raised slogans calling for freedom
and human rights in their homeland and the return of theDalai I.ama to Tibet.

They also sought withdrawal of security forces in the region following the in-

cident.

China maintains that Tibet is an integral part of China and that other countries

hosting the Dalai Lama amount to interference in domestic Chinese affairs.

“How long can we keep on counting the bodies of dead Tibetans? This is a
challenge to the conscience of everybody in this world who believes in principles
like freedom, justice, peace. These Tibetans, they burn themselves because they
are calling for freedom, basic freedom and fundamental rights. So, of course,

there should be more engagement from the international community as well as
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from international governments to press on the Chinese government to resolve
this issue, as soon as possible so that Tibetan lives can be saved,” said Director
of Tibetan Centre for Human Rights and Democracy (TCHRD), Tsering Tsomo.

China has branded the self-immolators ‘terrorists’ and criminals, and has blamed
the exiled Tibetan spiritual leader, the Nobel Peace Prize-winning Dalai Lama,

for inciting them.

Beijing has termed the Dalai Lama a dangerous separatist, but he denies sup-
porting violence and says he merely secks greater autonomy for his homeland,

which he claims is a victim of Chinese ‘cultural genocide’.

China has ruled Tibet since 1950, when Communist troops marched in and an-

nounced its ‘peaceful liberation’.

The Dalai Lama, who fled to India in 1959 following a failed uprising, has ac-
cused China of ‘cultural genocide’.

China rejects such criticism, saying its rule ended serfdom and brought develop-
ment to a backward area. (ANI)

Gonpo Tsering

Age: 24

Occupation: farmer

Date of self-immolation: 26 November 2012

Place: in front of Ala Dheu Monastery in Luchu,
Kanlho, Amdo, Northeastern Tibet

Currentstatus: deceased

Father of Three Dies After Self-Immolation
1VOA News, 26 November 2012

Gonpo Tsering, 24, died after burning himself in front of Ala Deu-go monas-
tery grounds today around 6pm in Kanlho (Ch: Gannan) prefecture. He became
the fourth Tibetan to self-immolate since yesterday. Gompo reportedly shouted
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slogans calling for freedom for Tibet, human rights in Tibet and return of the
Dalai LLama to Tibet.

Exile sources with contacts in the region say many local Tibetans gathered to
pray for Gonpo and to show their solidarity. Chinese security personnel deployed

in the region are known to have heightened restrictions in and around the area.
Gonpo is survived by his three children and wife Namgyal Dolma, 26.

More than 85 Tibetans have burned themselves in China protest and 23 Tibet-

ans have self-immolated in November alone.

The Tibetan spiritual leader the Dalai Lama on Saturday in an interview with
Indian national television channel Doordatshan said he is saddened by the in-

creainsg number of self-immolation news from Tibet.

He said, “What’s happening is very sad; it brings tears to my eyes...People are
not doing this because they are drunk or have family problems, but because they

live in constant fear.”

Breaking: Father of three burns self to death, Third self-immolation in a
day takes toll to 85
Phaynl, November 26, 2012

DHARAMSHALA: In more alarming reports coming out of Tibet, a Tibetan
man - the third in a single day - set himself on fire in Luchu region of Kanlho,

eastern Tibet protesting China’s rule over of Tibet.

A group of exile Tibetans from Luchu identified the Tibetan self-immolator as
Gonpo Tsering, 24 years of age and father of three children, all below the age

of six.

“Martyr Gonpo Tsering set himself on fire in front of the main prayer hall of
the Ala Deu-go Monastery in Ala region of Luchu at around 6 pm (local time)
today,” the group told Phayul citing sources in the region. “While engulfed in
flames, he raised slogans calling for Tibet’s freedom, human rights in Tibet, and
the return of His Holiness the Dalai LLama from exile.”

Gonpo Tsering succumbed to his injuries at the site of his protest.

Local Tibetans carried his charred body inside the Monastery where monks and



490

a large number of Tibetans from the surrounding regions assembled, against of-

ficial orders, to offer prayers for the deceased and express their solidarity.

According to reports, Chinese security personnel and armed forces were im-
mediately deployed in the region. Restrictions have been heightened as Chinese
authorities are currently said to be investigating the protest.

Gonpo Tsering is survived by his wife, their three children, and his parents.

This is the second self-immolation protest in Luchu region. On November
22, Tamding Kyab, 23, a nomad and former monk, passed away in his self-immo-

lation protest. He was cremated in the morning of November 25.

Gonpo Tsering is the third Tibetan to self-immolate today. Earlier, a young
Tibetan,Wangyal set himself on fire in the middle of Sertha town raising slogans
for the return of His Holiness the Dalai Lama.

Wangyal’s condition and whereabouts are not yet known after Chinese security

forces took possession of his charred body.

In Amchok region of Labrang, Kunchok Tsering, 18, passed away after he set
himself ablaze near a mining site in the region.

The deepening crisis inside Tibet has witnessed large scale anti-China protests
and a series of self-immolations that has now seen 85 Tibetans set themselves
on fire, since 2009, demanding freedom and the return of the Dalai Lama from

exile.

November alone has reported 23 self-immolations and protests by thousands
of Tibetans, including by school students in Chabcha today and in Rebkong

earlier this month.

Chinese officials have reacted to the self-immolation protests with further re-
strictions and threats. According to the Dharamshala based rights group Tibetan
Centre for Human Rights and Democracy, Chinese government officials in east-
ern Tibet have obtained signed statements from village officials and leaders to

prevent any self-immolation under their jurisdiction.

“From now onwards, each household will be made to sign a statement not to
do any self-immolation. Those who refuse to sign such statements will attract

immediate detention,” TCHRD said in a release today.
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Tibetan Dies After Self-immolation
United Press International, 28 Novemebr 2012

BEIJING (UPI) -- A 24-year-old man became the latest to carry out a pro-
test suicide to express frustration with China’s policy regarding Tibet, an activist
group said.

Advocacy group Free Tibet reports Gonpo Tsering, 24, was declared dead at
the scene of his self-immolation outside a monastery in eastern Tibet. His pro-
test is the latest in what the advocacy group said were 80 self-immolations re-
ported since March 2011.

Free Tibet said Tibetans have gone into hiding following the protests.

“Some have even fled their homes, fearing a strong response from Chinese se-
curity forces after getting word of their approach,” the group said.

Radio Free Asia, a broadcaster funded by the US. government, said Chinese
security forces fired on demonstrators in Qinghai province early this week. It
reported that five of the 20 Tibetans wounded in the crackdown were in critical

condition.

Students in the region had protested an official Chinese publication that RFA
said “ridiculed the Tibetan language.”

Thousands of people took to the streets in early November in the center of
the Huangnan Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture within China’s central Qinghai
province calling for more basic rights for Tibetans.

Tibetans said they were frustrated with the marginalization of Tibetan culture
in the area.

Anti-China protests rage: Tibetan nun, 3 men commit self-immolation
By K J M Varma, NITI Central, November 27, 2012

Situation in Tibet has turned grim with four more Tibetans, including a nun,
committing self-immolation in the past two days, taking the toll in the restive
Himalayan region to 23 this month and increasing pressure on China’s new lead-

ership to resolve the vexed Tibet issue.

At least 20 students were hospitalised on Monday, after a protest turned violent
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in Qinghai province’s Hainan prefecture, Voice of America’s Tibetan Service

reported.

While three men set themselves ablaze on Monday, a nun died of self-immola-

tion a day eatlier.

Wangyal, a Tibetan in his 20s, self-immolated in Sichuan province. He was re-
ported to have shouted slogans calling for the return of the Dalai Lama and
freedom for the Tibetan people, the VOA report said.

Chinese authorities immediately arrived at the scene and removed Wangyal’s
charred body, the report said.

Another Tibetan, 24-year old Gonpo Tsering, burned himself to death in front
of a monastery in Gansu province. He also shouted slogans for a free Tibet,

while setting himself on fire.

The third man, 18-year-old Kunchok Tsering, also died after setting himself

ablaze in Gansu.

Sangay Dolma, a nun affiliated with the Sangag Mindrol Dhargeyling convent,
died after burning herself the day before in front of a government office in Qin-

ghai province, the report said.

Separately, Chinese security forces cracked down on a demonstration by thou-

sands of Tibetan students in Qinghai on Monday, leaving some severely injured.

The protesters shouted slogans demanding equal language rights and greater
freedoms, it said.

At least 85 Tibetans have set themselves in the recent months demanding free-

dom and the return of the Dalai LLama from exile.

So far this month alone, 23 Tibetans are reported to have burned themselves,
it said.
The self-immolations protests escalated as the ruling Chinese Communist Party

undertook a once-in-a-decade leadership change this month.

President Hu Jintao, who followed a stern policy towards Tibet focusing on de-
velopment of the Himalayan region by pouring in large amount of money with-

out any political initiatives, stepped down as the General Secretary of the Party.

Vice-President of Xi Jinping took over as the head of the party and the military.



493

He is expected to formally take over as President in March when Hu stepped

down and retire.

While Chinese officials, who blame the suicides on Dalai Lama group played
down the impact of the self-immolations on the security situation in Tibet and a
number of Tibetan prefectures.

But the ghastly scenes of self immolations now spread to all parts of the Hima-

layan plateau created a restive and uneasy situation for Beijing;

Analysts say no significant changes in policies were expected until March when

the new administration under Xi’s leadership formally takes over power formally.

China has accused the Dalai L.ama of being a separatist to spilt Tibet from the
country. Beijing alleges that the India based Tibetan leader is instigating the pro-
tests in the Himalayan region to discredit China’s image.

Two more Tibetans die of protest self-immolation
TCHRD, 28 November 2012

Two more Tibetans died of burning protests in separate incidents, taking the
total number of self-immolations in Tibet to 86 since 2009, according to con-
firmed information received by TCHRD.

Kalsang Kyap, 24, set himself on fire in front of the county government of-
fice in Kyangtsa Township in Zoege (Ch: Ruo’ergai) County in Ngaba (Ch: Aba)

Tibetan and Qiang Autonomous, Sichuan Province.
Tibetans holding prayers in front of Kalsang Kyap’s body

According to confirmed information received by TCHRD, on 27 November, at
around 6 pm (local time), Kyap set fire to himself and raised slogans for long life
of His Holiness the Dalai L.ama and Kirti Rinpoche, both living in exile.

On 26 November, a father of three, Gonpo Tsering, 24, died of protest self-
immolation in Luchu (Ch: Luqu) Township of Kanlho (Ch: Gannan) Tibetan

Autonomous Prefecture, Gansu Province.

Gonpo Tsering set fire to himself at about 6 pm (local time) in front of the
main prayer hall of Ala Monastery and died. While on flames, he called for the
return of His Holiness the Dalai Lama to Tibet and for ‘freedom and human
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rights in Tibet’, according to sources.

Monks and lay Tibetans took Tsering’s body to his village and held prayers and
cremation rituals. Many Tibetans had come from Ala as well as neighbouring
villages of Samtsa and Gyitsang to offer their prayers and condolences to the
family of the deceased.

Sources say following the protest, a large number of local police and security
forces arrived Ala after the protest and are now conducting investigation into the

incident.

Kyap was the third son of Tapotsang household’s six children. Citing locals in
the area, sources say Kyap was a man of few words but of friendly and gentle
disposition. Some days before his protest, he had confided with a few friends
about his decision to burn his body. But no one took him seriously.

After he died, Kyap’s body was taken to his home in Dowa Megey Village in Ky-
angtsa Township. Monks from Denpa and Gyelge Monastery conducted prayers

and cremation rituals for the deceased at his home.

On the morning of 26 November, Kyap had returned to his village home from
his nomadic camp in the mountain and left the next morning for Kyantsa town-

ship government office, which was 3 km from his village.

After the protest self-immolation, a number of People’s Armed Police and
security forces came to Kyangtsa from the neighbouring Shagdom Township.

Sources say restriction in the area has increased after the arrival of security forces.
Kalsang Kyap is survived by his father, Thogyal and mother, Achoe.

Gonpo Tsering is son of Wangyal and Namlo. He also left behind his wife
Namgyal Dolma, 26, and three children - son Tsering Samdup, 6, daughters Tser-
ing Dolma, 3, and Tsering Lhamo, 2.
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Kelsang Kyab

Age: 24

Occupation: semi-nomad

Date of self-immolation: 27 November 2012

Place: Outside the Peoples Government building in

Changtsa town, Dzorge, Ngaba, Amdo, Eastern Tibet

Current status: deceased

The last message of Kelsang Kyab:

My dear parents, my sister, relatives and everyone else, please take care. i setting myself on
[fire for the welfare of Tibet, the land of snows. May His Holiness the Dalai Lama live long!
I earnestly hope that the sun of happiness will shine for Tibet.

(Translated from Tibetan by Bhuchung D. Sonam)

24-Year-Old Tibetan Self-Immolates in Ngaba
1VOA News, 27 November 2012

Kalsang Kyab, aged 24, burned himself to death Tuesday around 6:30 pm in
Kangtsa township government building in Dzoge county, Sichuan province.
Sources say local Tibetans took his body to Dowa Mege village where monks
gathered to pray for the deceased.

Citing witnesses, Kanyag Tsering, spokesperson for the Dharmsala-based Kirti
Monastery, said Kalsang Kyab poured kerosene as he walked towards the gov-
ernment building and shouted slogans calling for long life of the Dalai L.ama
and Kirti Rinpoche.

Kalsang Kyab is from a nomadic family with five other siblings. He is known to
be a good natured and a quiet person. The London—based Free Tibet reports
that the “terrified Tibetans in Ngaba Prefecture are going into hiding” as
military personnel arrive in Kangsa Township after the self-immolation protest
today.

Yesterday, three tibetans set themselves on fire. Today’s protest is the 86th self-
immolation by Tibetans since February 2009. In November, 24 Tibetans have
self-immolated themselves to protest Chinese policies.

Beijing has accused the Dalai Lama of inciting the self-immolations to promote

Tibetan separatism, a charge he denies. The Tibetan spiritual leader in an inter-
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view with Indian national television channel Doordarshan on Saturday said that
he is saddened by the increasing number of self-immolation news from Tibet.
He said, “What’s happening is very sad; it brings tears to my eyes...People are
not doing this because they are drunk or have family problems, but because

they live in constant fear.”

Breaking: Tibet continues to burn, Tibetan man set self on fire
Phayul, November 27, 2012

DHARAMSHALA, November 27: The alarming escalation in self-immolation
protests in Tibet shows no signs of abating as yet another Tibetan set himself on

fire today in Ngaba region of eastern Tibet.

Kalsang Kyab, 24, set himself ablaze in front of a Chinese government office
in Kangtsa town, raising slogans for the long life of His Holiness the Dalai Lama
and Kyabje Kirti Rinpoche, the exiled head of Kirti Monastery. He passed away
at the site of his protest.

The Dharamshala based Kirit Monastery in a late night release said Kalsang
Kyab carried out his protest at around 6:30 pm (local time).

“Kalsang Kyab doused his body with kerosene as he walked towards the local
government office building, raising slogans,” Kirit Monastery said citing sources
in the region. “Upon reaching the office building, he then set himself ablaze and

continued to raise slogans.”

Shortly afterwards, local Tibetans carried his charred body to his native village,
Dowa Mege. At the time of filing this report, monks from two nearby monaster-
ies are reportedly leading a prayer service for the deceased.

Kalsang Kyab left his nomadic pastures yesterday and arrived at his native vil-
lage. FEarly this morning he came to Kangtsa town, some 3kms away, to carry out

his self-immolation protest.

“Soon after the protest, Chinese security personnel arrived in large numbers
in Kangtsa town and have thrown a tight security cordon in the region,” Kirti

Monastery said.

Monks and local Tibetans offering prayers for Kalsang Kyab, who passed away
in his self-immolation protest in Kangtsa region of Ngaba, eastern Tibet on
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November 27, 2012,

Kalsang Kyab is survived by his parents and six siblings. Described as gentle

natured and a man of few words, he never attended school.

The deepening crisis inside Tibet has witnessed large scale anti-China protests
and a series of self-immolations that has now seen 86 Tibetans set themselves on

fire, since 2009, demanding freedom and the return of the Dalai Lama.

November alone has reported 24 self-immolations and protests by thousands

of Tibetans, including by school students in Chabcha and in Rebkong.

The exile Tibetan administration, earlier this month appealed to the United Na-
tions Human Rights Council to convene a Special Session on Tibet in view of
the “desperate and unprecedented spate of self-immolations by Tibetans due to
China’s repressive policies and the continued intransigence of the Chinese lead-
ership to the relentless efforts of UNHRC.”

The appeal came a day after the UN rights chief Navi Pillay urged China to
“promptly address the longstanding grievances that have led to an alarming es-
calation in desperate forms of protest, including self-immolations, in Tibetan

areas.”

Tibetans set selves on fire to protest government
The Associated Press, 28 November 2012

BEIJING (AP) — Two dozen Tibetans have set themselves on fire in western
China this month in a dramatic acceleration of the protests against authoritarian

Chinese rule, activist groups say.

The surge in self-immolations, along with an increase in large demonstrations,

mark a new phase in the Tibetan protests.

At least 86 people have set themselves on fire since the immolations began in
2009. In a change in recent months, most self-immolators now are lay people —
some of them acting together — rather than Buddhist monks and nuns who can
be more closely watched by the authorities because they live in tightly monitored

monasteries.

The protests have also sought to avoid direct attacks on authorities and govern-

ment property, acts used in past to label them as riots or terrorism, providing an
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excuse for greater oppression. Despite the altered approach, observers see little

short-term possibility of Beijing changing its repressive policies.

“I think the problem will just escalate over time. The government shows no
inclination to respond positively to recommendations for reform from the out-
side or Tibetans,” said Michael Davis, a law professor and expert on Tibet at the
University of Hong Kong.

In the latest immolation, 24-year-old Kalsang Kyab doused himself with ker-
osene and set himself alight Tuesday in front of local government offices in
Kyangtsa in Aba prefecture, a hotbed of unrest, according to London-based Free
Tibet and other groups.

An Aba official said Wednesday he was aware of the immolations but refused

to give any details before hanging up.

On Monday, about 1,000 students at a Tsolho Medical Institute staged a bold
protest about 900 kilometers (550 miles) to the north in Hainan prefecture in
Qinghai province. Riot police fired shots into the air and released tear gas and
beat the students with rifle butts, sending 20 students to the hospital, some with
serious injuries, Free Tibet reported. Four students were detained as of Tuesday,
according to U.S.-funded broadcaster Radio Free Asia.

Tibetan and surrounding ethnically Tibetan regions have been closed off to
most outsiders, and firsthand information from the area is extremely difficult
to obtain. Authorities have not commented on the protest. Calls to the medical

school rang unanswered Wednesday.

Driving the students to protest was a booklet distributed by authorities that
derided the Tibetan language as irrelevant, attacked the exiled Tibetan leader the
Dalai L.ama, and condemned the immolation protests by Tibetans as “acts of

stupidity.”

The booklet is the latest in a series of perceived slights and intrusive measures
by Chinese authorities that have left Tibetans feeling that the culture, language
and Buddhist religion that are at the core of their identity are under threat. The

feelings have also driven the immolations.

The combination of immolations and large-scale protests is posing a new chal-
lenge for security forces, which have been stationed in large numbers in Tibetan

areas in recent years.
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The surge in self-immolations represents an awareness of the impact they are
having among the Tibetan community and internationally, said Robbie Barnett,
a Tibet expert at New York’s Columbia University. That would likely inspire fur-
ther protests, increasing the numbers of Tibetans willing to take their lives for the

sake of their community, he said.

Most self-immolators have doused themselves with gasoline and set themselves
alight after shouting slogans calling for Tibetan independence and blessings for
the Dalai Lama, who fled to India in 1959 as Chinese troops — a decade after

they occupied the region — were crushing an anti-government uprising,

Though protests have flared periodically over the decades, tensions boiled over
in 2008, when deadly rioting broke out in the capital, Lhasa, and sparked an
uprising across large swaths of ethnically Tibetan areas. Since then, security —
already extremely tight — has been smothering.

The immolations have galvanized many Tibetans, who see them as selfless acts
of sacrifice, making it hard for authorities to denounce the immolators. Similarly,
protests by students are hard to demonize since they are typically non-violent and
centered on issues such as language rights that are guaranteed under the Chinese
Constitution.

While local authorities have cracked down hard following the self-immolations
and other protests, authorities in Beijing have said relatively little other than to
issue routine denunciations of the Dalai Lama and his followers. That indicates
they are uncertain how to respond in a way that would bolster their authority and
prevent the acts of defiance snow-balling into a full-blown protest movement,

Barnett said.

“This suggests that the Tibetans have found a way of at least getting under the
skin of the authorities,” he said.

Tibetan youth dies after self-immolation in Ngaba
By Lobsang Wangyal, Tibet Sun, 28 November 2012

A Tibetan youth in Ngaba in Tibet’s Amdo province has set himself on fire in
protest against the Chinese rule on Tuesday, according to a source in exile who

has contacts in the area.

Twenty-four-year-old Kelsang Kyab set himself on fire outside the “People’s
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Government Building” in Kyangtsa township, Dzoege county (Ngaba, Amdo),
shouting the slogans: “May the Dalai Lama live for 100 acons! May Kirti Rinpoche

live for 100 aeons!”

He died there and then, said Losang Yeshe and Kanyag Tsering from Kirti
monastery in exile in McLeod Ganj who have been in touch with activists in

Ngaba.

Kelsang poured petrol on himself as he approached the government office
and started shouting the slogans, and then set fire to himself as he reached the

entrance. He continued repeating them many times over before he died.

People from the nearby areas took his body back to his home, and monks from

Drenpa and Gyalgey monastery performed prayers for him.

More monks from Taktsang Lhamo Kirti monastery joined to offer prayer later
in the night.

Kelsang was the third of six children, and had spent his time herding cattle since
childhood. He did not go to school. He had announced his intention to commit
a self-immolation protest to a few people in the previous days, but no-one paid

much attention.

On Monday he came to the village from the pastures, and early this morning he
travelled the three km or more from Dowa Mergey village to Kyangtsa county,
before carrying out his protest on Tuesday evening,

Following the incident, armed security forces arrived in Kyangtsa from Shak-

dom township and Dzoege county and cordoned off the area.

On Wednesday, over 1000 local people, mainly from the Goe Shoka area where
he lived, came there to offer &hata scarves to his remains, present offerings for
the lighting of butter lamps in his honour and in solidarity with his bereaved fam-

ily members, and say prayers.

Since Wednesday morning, more than 200 armed police and public security
officers have been deployed in Goe Shoka, and an armed police truck has been
stationed on the mountaintop overlooking the village, with two more trucks in

neighbouring village areas. Internet service in the area has been suspended.

Losang Yeshe and Kanyag Tsering received the following testament by Kelsang
Kyab by telephone:



501

‘Greetings to my dear brothers and sisters, and especially my parents, the kind-
est of all in this world. I am setting myself on fire for the sake of Tibet. The long
life of His Holiness the Dalai Lama must be assured. It is my wish that the sun

of happiness may shine on the land of Tibet’

Meanwhile, it is reported that since 10 pm on Monday til 8 am on Wednesday,
some 60 or more Tibetans in Lhasa, Kham Drakgo, Kandze, Jomda, Dzachuka,
Trindu, Serthar, Siling, Rebkong, and Chengdu are undertaking fasting and prayer
in solidarity with the ongoing self-immolation protests. Those involved are mem-
bers of universities, government officials, writers, monks, businesspeople, and
so on, in each of those areas, and the intention is to express solidarity and draw
attention to the self-immolation protests, which have now reached a total of 87,
and to the sufferings of the larger number of Tibetans enduring abuse in deten-

tion.

Exiled Tibetans pay homage to self-immolated martyrs in Dharamsala
ANI, 28 November 2012

Tibetans participated in a special prayer session here on Wednesday to pay hom-
age to compatriots who recently self-immolated, even as there is change in the

regime in China.
The surge in self-immolations in China in protest over its rule in Tibet has

heightened tension in recent months.

The current reported death toll from self-immolation among protesting Tibet-
ans has now reached 806, with 23 alone in the month of November this year.

At around 6.30 pm on November 27, 24 year- old Kelsang Kyab set himself on
fire outside the People’s Government building in Kyangtsa township in Tibet.

General Secretary Regional Tibetan Youth Congress, Tashi Lamsang, said the
prayer session was organised keeping in view the possibility of a natural disaster
as well as for martyrs who sacrificed their lives for Tibet.

Referring to the change of guard in China, Lamsang said that it was time for
them to support Tibetans and help them to maintain peace and freedom.

“We want to say that if they really care about peace and freedom and also non-
violent struggle for freedom, it is time for them to support Tibet and stand for
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justice and freedom in Tibet,” he said.

China has branded the self-immolators ‘terrorists’ and criminals, and has blamed
the exiled Tibetan spiritual leader, the Nobel Peace Prize-winning Dalai Lama,

for inciting them.

Beijing has termed the Dalai Lama a dangerous separatist, but he denies sup-

porting violence and says he merely seeks greater autonomy for his homeland.

China has ruled Tibet since 1950, when Communist troops marched in and an-

nounced its ‘peaceful liberation’.

The Dalai Lama, who fled to India in 1959 following a failed uprising, has ac-

cused China of ‘cultural genocide’.

China rejects such criticism, saying its rule ended serfdom and brought devel-
opment to a backward area.

Sangye Tashi

Age: 18

Occupation: nomad

Date of self-immolation: 27 November 2012

Place: Sangkhog in Sangchu Dzong, Labrang,
Amdo, Northeastern Tibet

Current status: deceased

Tibetan Teen Burn Himself to Death
1VOA News, 28 November 2012

Sangye Tashi, 18, died after setting himself on fire Tuesday around 11 pm in
Sangchu county in Gansu Province in eastern Tibet. Sangay reportedly shouted
slogans calling for return of the Dalai L.ama and release of the Panchen Lama

and all Tibetan political prisoners.

Sources say local Tibetans then carried the deceased’s body a nearby house.

Sangay Tashi is survived by his parents and four siblings.

Another Tibetan, 23 years old Thubwang Kyab, died at the same site of self-im-
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molation on October 26. Today’s protest is the 87th self-immolation by Tibetans
from Tibet since February 2009. In November, 25 Tibetans have self-immolated

themselves to protest Chinese policies.

Analysts say the Tibetan struggle against Chinese rule may have entered a new
phase judging by the recent increase in self-immolation protests.

Robert Barnett of New York’s Columbia University told VOA that the self-

immolations seem to have become more deliberate in recent weeks.

He says the first phase of self-immolations began last year with monks and

nuns trying to protect their monasteries from security crackdowns.

But he notes that the second wave, which occurred for most of the past year, in-

volved individuals in small towns sharing sympathy with those monks and nuns.

“But now in this phase we have laypeople staging these immolations in ways
that are much more determined in an attempt to get a response from Chinese
authorities, by having immolations in clusters, very close together, many on the

same day or within a few days and many in the same place,” said Barnett.

James Leibold, a Tibet analyst for Australia’s Latrobe University in Beijing, tells
VOA that a broader segment of the Tibetan community is also involved in the

latest protests.

“We’ve got the provinces that sort of surround the Tibetan autonomous region
all having self-immolations in the last couple months, as well as the diversity of
the people involved, in terms of age ranges, in terms of occupations. Both lay-
people and monks and nuns [are] involved in these self-immolations. Without a

doubt, it’s really reaching a crisis point,” said Leibold.

Many activists, including Tenzin Dolkar of the advocacy group Students for a
Free Tibet, say the increase in self-immolations is aimed at sending a message
to China’s new leaders that Tibetans will continue their non-violent struggle for

freedom.

“It seems Tibetans are really trying to put the Tibet issue on the map for the
new Chinese leadership and to make sure Tibet truly becomes the top priority as
Xi Jinping and his team take over,” said Dolkar.

Some hold out hope that Xi Jinping, who is taking over China’s top leadership
spot, will be more sympathetic toward the plight of Tibetans, since his late father
had a close relationship with the Dalai Lama in the 1950s.
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But Leibold says so far there is no indication that the government has changed
its position on Tibet.

“Sadly, we hear the same rhetoric coming out of Beijing, and Chinese officials
continually blaming a few black hands for collaborating with the Dalai LLama and
the exiled Tibetan community to stir up trouble and to damage China’s ethnic
unity and harmony. There’s just absolutely no will, it seems, to admit a failure of

policy,” he said.

China says Tibetans enjoy full religious freedom and benefit from better liv-
ing standards linked to Chinese investment in underdeveloped Tibetan regions.
Beijing has accused the Dalai Lama of inciting the self-immolations to promote

Tibetan separatism, a charge he denies.

hitp:/ | www.thetibetpost.com/ en/ news/ tibet/ 305 3-teenage-tibetan-dies-in-self-immolation-
protest-in-tibet

Teenage Tibetan Dies in Self-immolation Protest in Tibet
Tibet Post International, 28 November 2012

Dharamshala: - Jangyang Jinpa, a student at Sarah College near Dharamshala,
northern India has reported that on November 27 at around 11pm, Sangye Tashi,
an 18-year-old man from Ngura village, Sangkhok township, Sanchu county, in
the Ladrang area of the Amdho region of north-eastern Tibet, self-immolated
and died soon thereafter.

Earlier in the day, Sangye and several friends had driven motorbikes to Sangok
and, just before self-immolating, Sangye phoned his cousin, Tsebhe, explaining

his plans to self-immolate in the name of the Tibetan cause.

Tsebhe reportedly urged Sangye not to set himself on fire, but Sangye turned
off his phone and, despite numerous attempts, Tshebe was unable to contact his

cousin again.

Sangye’s family then went to Sangok, but Sangye had already self-immolated
by the time they arrived. Observers reported that, after setting himself on fire,
he shouted for His Holiness the Dalai L.ama’s return to Tibet and for China to

release all Tibetan political prisoners, in particular the Panchen Lama. Sangye’s
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body was taken to one of his family’s homes in Sangok.

Sangye Tashi’s father, Nam Kho, has four other children. Sangye studied for
four years at the primary school in Sangok township. He then returned home to

become a yak herder.

A few weeks eatlier, on October 26, 23-year-old Thupwang Kyab self-immolat-

ed near a local bus stand in nearby Sertri village.

Wande Khar

Age: 21

Occupation: semi-nomad

Date of self-immolation: 28 November 2012

Place: Dzorge in Tsoe, Kanlho, Amdo, Northeastern
Tibet

Current status: deceased

Another Tibetan self-immolates in Tsoe
By Indrani Basu, Times News Network, Nov 29, 2012

TSOE: In yet another case of self-immolation, a 21-year-old Tibetan report-
edly set himself on fire at around 7 pm (Tibet time) on Wednesday in Tsoe
(Chinese: Hezuo) city of Kanlho (Chinese: Gannan) Prefecture in Gansu

Province.

“According to information being received from a reliable source, Wande
Khar, a 21 year old Tibetan set himself on fire. He self-immolated calling for
‘the return of His Holiness the Dalai LLama to Tibet’, ‘telease of the Panchen
Lama’, ‘Freedom for Tibet’, ‘Culture and language Rights’ and the “protection
of Tibet’s environment’ after which he succumbed to his injuries,” said a press

statement released by Students for a Free Tibet (SFT).
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He is reportedly survived by his father Tsering Thar, mother Kunsang Dol-
ma and his elder brother Jampa and younger brother Sangay Dhondup.

“On Thursday, monks from the nearby monastery are paying homage and
prayer at his residence in Yarki Sokdhi village which is 20 kilometer away from
the Tsoe city,” said the statement.

“Due to heavy Chinese police patrol and restrictions, we are unable to get
further details,” the statement quoted Kangtsa Jampa in India who has re-
ceived this information.

Series of self-immolations in Tibet have now raised the number of self-im-

molations in Tibet to a staggering 88.

Young Tibetan burns self to death, Mass prayer service for self-immola-
tors in eastern Tibet
Phaynl, November 29, 2012

DHARAMSHALA, November 29: In more alarming reports coming out of Ti-
bet, another Tibetan set himself on fire calling for the Dalai Lama’s return in

Tsoe region of eastern Tibet on Wednesday, November 28.
Sources have identified the Tibetan man as Wangdhen Khar, 21 years of age.

“Martyr Wande Khar set himself on fire on Wednesday, November 28 at around
7 pm (local time) in Tsoe region of Kanlho eastern Tibet,” Zoegey Kangtsa
Jampa, an exiled Tibetan told Phayul citing sources in the region. “He later suc-

cumbed to his injuries,”

According to eyewitnesses, Wande Khar raised slogans calling for the re-

turn of His Holiness the Dalai L.ama to Tibet, the release of Panchen
Lama, freedom for Tibet, and the protection of Tibet’s environment.
He is survived by his father Tsering Thar, mother Kunsang Dolma and his elder
brother Jampa and younger brother Sangay Dhondup.

Following his self-immolation protest, monks and local Tibetans reportedly

gathered at his residence to offer prayers.

“Monks from nearby monastery are currently gathered at his residence in Yarki

Sokdhi village some 20kms away from the Tsoe,

to offer prayers and pay their last respects,” the same source said while adding
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that heavy restrictions in the region has affected the flow of information out of
the region.

Also yesterday, around 500 Tibetans in Tsolho, eastern Tibet, publicly displayed
a photograph of His Holiness the Dalai Lama and carried out a mass prayer ser-
vice for the Tibetan spiritual leader’s long life and for all the Tibetans who have
self-immolated.

According to exile sources, a photograph of His Holiness the Dalai LLama was
placed on a throne at the Atsok Monastery in Tsolho, following which local Ti-
betans offered khataks (white Tibetan scarf).

Defying strict government orders, the gathering then offered long life prayers
for the Dalai I.ama and for the Tibetan self immolators who have set themselves
on fire protesting China’s continued occupation and demanding freedom and the

return of the Dalai LLama.

The deepening crisis inside Tibet has witnessed large scale anti-China protests
and a series of self-immolations that has now seen 88 Tibetans set themselves
on fire, since 2009, demanding freedom and the return of the Dalai Lama from

exile.

November alone has reported 26 self-immolations and protests by thousands
of Tibetans, including by school students in Chabcha and in Rebkong;

Defying official notice, three Tibetans die of self-immolation in Kanlho
TCHRD, 01 December 2012

Three Tibetans have died of burning protests in the last four days ignoring a
21 October notice issued by the prefectural government that offers rewards of
50,000 yuan (U.S. $7,913) for tipping off the Chinese government on “planning
and abetment” of self-immolation protests in Kanlho (Ch: Gannan) Tibetan Au-
tonomous Prefecture (TAP), Gansu Province.

In the past four days, Kanlho TAP witnessed three protest self-immolations at
Luchu (Ch: Luqu), Sangchu (Ch: Xiahe) and Tsoe (Ch: Hezuo) city.

On 29 November, at around 2.30 pm (local time), a father of two, Tsering
Namgyal, 31, died after setting himself on fire near local government office in
Samtsa Township in Luchu (Ch: Luqu) County. He burned himself near the Lu-
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chu County government office and shouted slogans against repressive policies of

the Chinese government, sources said.

Namgyal’s body was taken to his home where a large number of lay Tibetans
and monks from Rabgyeling Monastery and Mogru Monastery gathered to con-

duct prayers and cremation rituals.

Tsering Namgyal was born in Lotso nomadic camp in Samtsa Village in Sang-
khog Township in Sangchu County. He is survived by his parents, wife, Choe-
kyong Tso, and two daughters - Dorjee Kyi, 7, and Kalsang Dolma, 3.

In Tsoe city, Bhendey Khar, 21, died after setting himself on fire, at about 7
pm (local time) on 28 November. According to sources in Tibet, Bhendey Khar
shouted for ““ the return of the Dalai Lama, release of Panchen Lama, freedom
for religion and language, and for freedom in Tibet” before succumbing to his
injuries. Local Tibetans and monks gathered at Khar’s home to offer prayers and
condolences. Khar is survived by his father Tsering Thart, his mother Kunsang
Dolma and two siblings.

On 27 November, at about 11 pm (local time), Sangay Tashi, 18, died after
setting his body on fire in Sangkhog Township in Sangchu (Ch: Xiahe) County.

Prior to his protest, Sangay called one of his brothers and told him he was going
to burn his body for the cause of Tibet. He then switched off his phone even
as his brother tried to tell him not to do it and to wait for him. Sangay’s family

members arrived at the scene only to find him dead from burns.

Citing eyewitnesses, sources told TCHRD that Sangay shouted for “the return
of the Dalai Lama, release of the Panchen Lama and other political prisoners.”

Sangay died at the spot close to where Tsewang Kyap aka Thupwang Kyap, had
eatlier self-immolated on 26 October. Namgyal left behind his parents and four
siblings.

Two Die in Self-immolation Protest in Amdo
By Lobsang Wangyal, Tibet Sun, 29 November 2012

Two deaths from self-immolation in protest against Chinese rule in Tibet are
reported from Tibet’s northeastern Amdo province.

Bendey Khar, 21, and Tsering Tashi, 31, set themselves on fire in two separate
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incidents. Both died in their fiery protest.

Khar set himself ablaze at Tsoe in Kanlho on Wednesday, and Tashi near the

local government office at Luchu town in Kanlho on Thursday.

They both had called for greater freedom in Tibet, the return of the Dalai
Lama, and the release of all Tibetan political prisoners.

Tsering Tashi comes from Zamtsa Lotso village of Luchu. He is survived by his

wife and two daughters aged seven and three.

They became the 88th and 89th self-immolators.

Tsering Namgyal

Age: 31

Occupation: farmer

Date of self-immolation: 29 November 2012
Place: near the local government office in Luchu,
Fastern Tibet

Current statu: deceased

hitp:/ | news.in.msn.com/ national/ two-more-tibetans-fill-themselves-toll-89

Two more Tibetans kill themselves, toll 89
MSN News, 29 November 2012

Dharamsala: Two more people were killed in Tibet after they set themselves on

fire in the last two days, the Tibetan government-in-exile said here on Thursday.

The Tibetan administration also demanded the return of their spiritual leader
the Dalai L.ama to Tibet and the release of political prisoners. The toll in such

self-immolation cases in Tibet rose to 89 since 2009.

While Tsering Namgyal, a 31-year-old father of two, set himself on fire at Lu-
chu town in Kanlho in north-eastern Tibet Thursday, Bendey Khar, 21, died at
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Tsoe in Kanlho on Wednesday.

“The US is very concerned about the situation, the heightened tensions in the
Tibetan areas, the deplorable self-immolations and of course just the policies of
the Chinese government at all levels,” the US ambassador to China Gary Locke

said Tuesday, according to the Tibetan administration.

“And we’re publicly and privately constantly urging the Chinese to re-examine
some of their policies that threaten the linguistic identity, the cultural identity,
and religious identity of the Tibetan people,” he said.

The Dalai Lama has lived in India since fleeing his homeland in 1959. The Ti-

betan administration in exile is based in this northern Indian hill town.

Tibetan man burns self to death, Toll climbs to 89
Phaynl, November 29, 2012

DHARAMSHALA, November 29: In fresh reports coming out of Tibet, a
Tibetan man set himself on fire today in Luchu region of eastern Tibet in an ap-

parent protest against China’s continued occupation of Tibet.

Sources have identified the Tibetan as Tsering Namgyal, 31, a father of two,

from Zamtsa Lotso Dewa region of Luchu.

“Tsering Namgyal set himself on fire near the local Chinese government office
in Luchu eatlier today for the cause of Tibet,” Sonam, a Tibetan monk living in
south India told Phayul, citing sources in the region. “Tsering Namgyal passed
in his fiery protest.

Further details on the self-immolation protest are not available at the time of

filing this report.

Tsering Namgyal is survived by his wife Choekyong Tso, their two children,
Dorjee Kyi, 7, and Kalsang Dolma, 3, and his parents

This is the third self-immolation protest in Luchu region in the last ten days.
On November 26, Gonpo Tsering, 24, father of three children, all below the age
of six, passed away in his fiery protest while raising slogans for Tibet’s freedom,
human rights in Tibet, and the return of His Holiness the Dalai Lama from exile.

Earlier on November 22, Tamding Kyab, 23, a nomad and former monk, passed



away in his self-immolation protest in the same region.

Following the self-immolations, Luchu has been placed under heightened re-
strictions with the deployment of a large number of Chinese security personnel

and armed forces.

89 Tibetans inside Tibet have set themselves on fire demanding freedom and the
return of His Holiness the Dalai Lama from exile since the wave of fiery protests
began in 2009. The recent alarming escalation in the self-immolation protests has
now witnessed 27 Tibetans set themselves on fire in the month of November alone.
Speaking to CNN, US Ambassador to China, Gary Locke in an interview broad-
cast on November 27, said the United States is “very concerned about the situa-
tion, the heightened tensions in the Tibetan areas, the deplorable self-immolations
and of course just the Chinese policies of the Chinese government at all levels.”
“Preserving the ethnic, religious, linguistic identity of the Tibetan people is a top
priority for the US. government just as we are very concerned about all human
rights issues and we believe that human rights has to be a fundamental part of
U.S. foreign policy and we, very much urge the Chinese government publicly and
privately to adhere to the universal principles, universal declaration of human

rights, which are also part of the Chinese constitution,” Locke said.

In September, Locke had visited two Tibetan monasteries in the Zungchu re-
gion of Ngaba in eastern Tibet as part of a broader business trip to the region.

Two More Tibetans Immolate, Toll Reaches 89
Tibet.net, November 29, 2012 5:20 pm

DHARAMSHALA: Two more Tibetans have died after setting themselves on
fire in separate incidents, taking the total self-immolations to 89, including 27 in

November alone.

Bendey Khar, 21, died after setting himself on fire at Tsoe in Kanlho in north-
eastern Tibet yesterday (28 November). He called for the return of His Holiness
the Dalai L.ama to Tibet, the release of all Tibetan political prisoners, freedom

of religion and language as well as the protection of Tibet’s fragile environment.

Tsering Namgyal, a 31-year-old father of two, died setting himself on fire near
the local government office at Luchu town in Kanlho in north-eastern Tibet to-

day (29 November). He hails from Zamtsa Lotso village of Luchu. He is survived
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by his parents, his young wife and two infant daughters aged 7 and 3.

Tibetan self-immolators have called for the return of His Holiness the Dalai

TL.ama to Tibet and freedom for Tibetans.

The US ambassador to China, Gary Locke, on 27 November, reiterated his
strong concerns about the unprecedented wave of self-immolations in Tibet. He
said, “the United States is very concerned about the situation, the heightened ten-
sions in the Tibetan areas, the deplorable self-immolations and of course just the
policies of the Chinese government at all levels. And we’re publicly and privately
constantly urging the Chinese to re-examine some of their policies that threaten
the linguistic identity, the cultural identity, and religious identity of the Tibetan
people”.

http:] | www.voatibetanenglish.com/ content/ article/ 1555206 .hinml

Two Tibetans Self-Immolate, Total Reaches 89
1OA News, 29 November 2012

The total number of self-immolation from Tibet has reached 89, after reports
of two latest protests. In November alone, an alarming number of 27 Tibetans

have burned themselves.

Tsering Namgyal, a 31-year-old father of two, died setting himself on fire near
the local government office at Luchu town in Kanlho in north-eastern Tibet
Thursday. He is survived by his parents, his wife and two daughters aged 3 and 7.

Luchu region had witnessed two other self-immolations in the last ten days. On
Monday (November 26), Gonpo Tsering, 24, died calling shouting slogans for
freedom and human rights in Tibet, and the return of the Dalai Lama from exile.
A week earlier (November 22), Tamding Kyab, 23, set himself on fire and died

in the same region.

Yesterday, 21 years old Bendey Khar died after setting himself on fire at Tsoe
in Kanlho in north-eastern Tibet Wednesday calling for the return of the Dalai
Lama to Tibet, the release of all Tibetan political prisoners, freedom of religion

and language and protection of Tibet’s fragile environment.

In an interview with CNN’s Christiane Amanpour, the US ambassador to Chi-
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na, Gary Locke expressed concerns about the waves of Tibetan self-immola-
tions. He stated that there were “high expectations” for change on Tibet policy
within the new Chinese leadership under Xi Jinping, and said “preserving the
ethnic, religious, linguistic identity of the Tibetan people is a top priority for the
U.S. government”

In September, Ambassador Locke is visited Ngaba area, the site of more than
36 self-immolations and urged the Chinese government to meet with Tibetan
representatives to examine policies that have led to the self-immolations.

Kunchok Kyab

Age: 29

Occupation: nomad

Date of self-immolation: 30 November 2012

Place: Dzorge in Ngaba, Amdo, Northeastern Tibet

Current status: deceased

Self-Immolation and Missing Townspeople in Ngaba
1VOA News, 30 November, 2012

Kunchok Kyab, a 29 year old man, carried out a self-immolation protest on
Friday night ( November 30, 2012) in Ngaba. Kyab was taken away by security
forces and his condition is unknown at present. A number of Tibetans who ap-
proached the security forces to demand the return of Kunchok Kyab are missing
and presumed to be detained. Ngaba town is extremely tense with people deeply
concerned about the fate of Kunchok Kyab and detention of some of their

townspeople.
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Tibet self-immolation toll reaches 90, Fears over major protests in
Barkham
Phaynl, November 30, 2012

DHARAMSHALA,: In reports just in, a Tibetan man today set himself on
fire in Shagdom region on Ngaba, eastern Tibet in an apparent protest against

China’s occupation of Tibet.

The Tibetan man has been identified as Kunchok Kyab, 29, from Akyi region
of Zoegey in Ngaba.

According to the exile base of Kirti Monastery in Dharamshala, the situation
in the region, at the time of filing this report, is being described as ‘very tense’

with fears over eruption of major protests in the region.

“At around 9 am (local time) Kunchok Kyab set himself on fire near a gas
station in the Shagdom region of Ngaba,” Kirti Monastery said in a release.
“Shortly afterwards, Chinese security personnel arrived at the site and bundled

him away after dousing the fire.”

“He was taken straight to regional headquarters of Barkham and it is not yet

known whether he is dead or alive.”

According to the release, a group of young Tibetans, after seeing Kunchok
Kyab being taken away, immediately followed the Chinese police vehicles. The
wellbeing and whereabouts of those young Tibetans are also not yet known.

“According to latest reports coming in at 7 pm IST, a large number of local
Tibetans have gathered to demand for the return of Kunchok Kyab and the
young Tibetans,” Kirti Monastery said. “The crowd is planning to carry out a

major protest and the situation has become very tense.”
Kunchok Kyab has two children, a nine-year-old and a six-yeat-old.

The deepening crisis inside Tibet has witnessed large scale anti-China protests
and a series of self-immolations that has now seen 90 Tibetans set themselves
on fire, since 2009, demanding freedom and the return of the Dalai Lama from

exile.

November alone has reported 28 self-immolations and protests by thousands
of Tibetans, including by school students in Chabcha and Rebkong
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Two Tibet self-immolations in two days, total toll 92
TibetanReview.net, Dec. 04, 2012

Two self-immolations in two days have taken the total number of Tibetans
who have carried out such last resort protest against Chinese rule to 92 since
Feb 2009. They occurred in Sangchu (Chinese: Xiahe) County of Kanlho (Chi-
nese: Gannan) Prefecture, Gansu Provincen on Dec 2 and in Pema (Chinese:
Banma) County of Golog (Chinese: Guoluo) Prefecture, Sichuan Province, on
Dec 3.

Sungdue Kyab, a youth in his late teens and a father of a yet-to-be-one child,
carried out his fiery attempted suicide protest in the main street (Highway No.
213) in Bora Town, near Bora Monastery, in Sangchu County at around 3:30
PM on Dec 2. He struggled to keep the flames going as it was very windy.
When Chinese police and paramilitary police stationed at the monastery rushed
towards him, he banged his head against a wall to try to escape being caught
alive.

The Chinese quickly arrived on the scene and put out the flames. They then
took him to the prefectural Hospital in Tsoe City, kept him there for about two
hours for emergency treatment, and brought him back, reported Radio Free
Asia (Washington) Dec 2.

His current conditions remain unknown.

Lobsang Gendun, a 29-year-old monk, staged a self-immolation protest near a
busy road intersection in Selethang Town of Pema County town at around 7:45
PM on Dec 3. He burned to death.

Local Tibetans wrested the monk’s charred remains from the Chinese police
to give it a decent cremation service. It was first taken to his monastery of
Penag Kadak Toedeling.

Tibetan self-immolation protests hit a new peak in the run up to and during
the Nov 8-14, 18th five-yearly Congress of the Communist Party of China in
Beijing and it continues unabated. The congress endorsed a new seven-member
politburo Standing Committee, China’s fifth generation, top decision-making
body, shortlisted by party elders anxious to secure their family interests and
personal legacies in behind the scene bargains. The number of known Tibetan

self-immolations in November was 28.
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Meanwhile, it has been reported that Konchog Kyap, 29, who self-immolated
in at a gas station located some 10 km from Shagdom Township in Zoege (Ch:
Ruo’ergai) County of Ngaba Prefecture, Sichuan Province, on Nov 30 had
apparently died in the evening of the next day at a hospital in Barkham County
where Chinese police took him.

The Chinese delivered to the youth’s family only his ashes, denying them the
opportunity to give him a proper religious service. A group of youths from the
deceased’s village who went after the police to get him back from their clutch
still remain disappeared, raising concerns about their conditions and where-

abouts.

Konchog Kyap’s death brought to 76 the number of self-immolators who
died.

Kunchok Kyab passes away, Self-immolation death toll reaches 76
Phayul, December 03, 201

DHARAMSHALA, December 3: Adding to the growing death toll in Tibet’s
self-immolation protests, another Tibetan self-immolator passed away in a
Chinese hospital, days after he set himself on fire protesting China’s continued
occupation of Tibet.

Kunchok Kyab, 29, set himself on fire near a gas station in the Shagdom
region of Dzoege, eastern Tibet on November 30. He was forcibly taken away
by Chinese security personnel, reportedly to a hospital in Barkham, where he
passed away on December 1.

Speaking to Phayul, Kanyag Tsering, an exiled monk who has been closely
monitoring the situation inside Tibet said Kunchok Kyab succumbed to his in-

juries at a hospital in Barkham region of Ngaba in the evening of December 1.
“Only a portion of his ashes were handed over to the family members,” Tser-
ing said.

Following the news of Kunchok Kyab’s death, a large number of local Tibet-
ans and monks started visiting the deceased’s family, against strict orders, to
offer their last respects and condolences.
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The same source added that the wellbeing and whereabouts of a group of
young Tibetans who followed the Chinese police vehicles after seeing Kunchok

Kyab being taken away, remains unknown.

“We are not able to contact our sources in the region and thus have very little
information on the present situation in the region,” Tsering told Phayul.

Many of the Tibetan self-immolators have died under unknown circumstances

in Chinese custody after being taken away alive by security personnel.

Last month, Tsegyal, a 27-year-old old father of two passed away in a Chinese
prison after he was denied any medical attention for 12 days.

Tsegyal set himself ablaze on November 7, in Tingser village of Bekar town in
Driru (Ch: Biru) region of Nagchu, Tibet on the eve of the Chinese Commu-
nist Party’s 18th National Congtess.

From November 7 to 18, Tsegyal received no treatment for his burns while
being held at a local police station in Nagchu town where he succumbed to his
injuries.

Tsegyu is survived by his two children, a six-year-old and an eight-month-old

infant.

The deepening crisis inside Tibet has witnessed large scale anti-China protests
and a series of self-immolations that has now seen 91 Tibetans set themselves
on fire, since 2009, demanding freedom and the return of the Dalai Lama from

exile.
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Sungdue Kyab

Age: 17

Occupation: farmer

Date of self-immolation: 2 December 2012

Place: Bora in Labrang, Amdo, Northeastern Tibet

Current status: unknown

Tibet continues to burn, Tibetan man self-immolates
Phaynl, 2 December 2012

DHARAMSHALA, December 2: The wave of fiery protests inside Tibet con-
tinues unabated with reports of another self-immolation protest today in Bora

region of Sangchu region in eastern Tibet.

According to exile sources, a young Tibetan man, identified as Sungdue Kyab,
set himself ablaze in Bora town of Sangchu, Labrang Tashikhyil region of east-
ern Tibet.

Sungdue Kyab reportedly carried out his self-immolation protest in the after-
noon today on the main street in Bora town near the Bora Monastery. Soon
after he set himself on fire, Chinese security personnel arrived at the site of his
protest, doused the flames and bundled him away. He is believed to have survived

his protest.

According to eyewitnesses, Sungdue Kyab was alive when Chinese security per-

sonnel took him away, reportedly to a hospital in Tsoe.

Following the self-immolation protest, monks from the Bora Monastery and
local Tibetans reportedly began to make preparations to go to Tsoe but were
denied permission by the Chinese authorities. The situation in Bora is being de-

scribed as tense and communication lines have been heavily hampered.
Further details are awaited at the time of filing this report.

On October 20, Lhamo Kyab, a 27-year-old father of two, passed away in his
self-immolation protest near the Bora Monastery. He raised slogans calling for
the return of His Holiness the Dalai Lama to Tibet.
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The recent escalation in self-immolation 